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in the*Holy Land, by Facardine, the brave and fa«| 
*mou8 Emir of Sidon, with whom joined fome other' 
difcontcnted Baflas and Beys of Egypt; but Amu- 
rat, fending powerful forces againft them, reduced 
them to their duty. Afterwards, enticing Facardine 
to Conftantinople, the old Emir went accordingly 
with forty thoufand men at hisj|;ieels, who encamp- 
ed at a diftance from the city ; but at length, truft- 
ing too much to Sultan Amurat’s allurements and 
fair promifes, he ventured fo far into the Grand Sig- 
nior’s clutches, that h8 was ftranglcd. This our Spy 
dcfcants upon in feveral letters. 

Next followed tRe taking of Ravan by the Perfi- 
ans, which was accompanied by the rebfelllon of the 
Bcglerbeg of Greece ; at which time there raged a 
deftruftivc plague at Conftantinople. In this . year 
our Spy came to Paris. Much about the fame time, 
the Perfians routed the Turks before Babylon, and 
forced them to raife the fiege, 

Amurat was fo enraged with thefe reiterated ill fuc- 
cefles, that, collefting together a mighty army, he 
^ led them in perfon to the walls of Babylon, and laid 
clofe fiege to that city, refolving never to return to 
Conftantinople till he had won that important place, 
which he accordingly did, with an infinite daughter 
of the Perfians. Our Spy fpcaks much of this 
fiege, fometimes extolling the bravery of Schach 
Abbas, King of the Perfians, at other times mag- 
^nifying the valour of Amurat. 

The Grand Signior, returning from this fuccefs- 
ful campaign, entered Conftantinople in triumph f 
and bemg puSed up with*his viftories, gave the reins 
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Uo his paflion, committing a thoufand exorbitancies 
land cruelties. At length he died of a fever, which ' 
he got by cxceflive drinking of wine and fpirits, to 
which he had much addifted himfelf. 

Ibrahim, brother to Amurat, fucceeded in the 
throne, a prince wholly given over to the amours 
of women ; yet he commenced that long and tedi- 
ous war with the Venetians, which coft fo much 
money and blood on both fides, which lafted above 
twenty years, and which was not ended till the fur- 
render of Candia,*the chief ^ity of the ifland bear- 
ing that name, which confummated the conqueft of 
the whole ifle. • 

The occafion of this w’ar is related varioufly. Our 
hiftorics affirni, that it was begun on the account of 
Sultan Ibrahim’s fon being taken captive by the 
Knights of Malta, who was afterwards educated in 
that ifland, became a monk, and, for diftindiion 
fake, in regard of his fuppofed extraftion, was call- 
ed Padi'e Ottomanno, or Ottoman Father. Our Spy 
contradifts all this, and fays he w^as only the fon of 
a female flave belonging to the Seraglio, there being 
no account to be had of his father. 

Ibrahim being tranfported. with an extravagant 
lull after w^omen, and having debauched the mufti^s 
daughter, the mufti, wdth the Grand Vifier, and 
fome other baflas, confpired againft him, drawing 
his own mother into the plot. At length he was 
feized,^clepoitd, and, after fome days coniinementt 
growing mad, he was ftrangled in his prifony.and 
Jiis fon Mahomet IV. afeended the throne ; a prince 
addicted more to fauntingf and the pleafures of a 
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country life, than to war, or love of women ; whencc|^ 
it was^ that he fpent moil of his fummcrs in fome 
delightful folitudc, where the agreeable /fliaJcs of the 
trees, the purling ftreams, and harmony of birds, 
invited him as to an earthly paradife. Tct this hin- 
dered not the Grand Vifier from profecuting the 
wars in^Hungary, Dalmatia, Candia, and elfcwhere, 
as there was o^afion. ^ Of all which things, our 
Spy gives hints in his Letters, according to their pro- 
per feafons. 

To draw towards a* concIuGon. The reader of 
thefe Letters may obferve, that our Spy in fome of 
them makes mention of feveral papers and journals 
which came to his hands; and of one which he 
wrote himfelf in the academies, wherein is contain- 
ed the hiftory of his youth, with the moft memor- 
able adventures which befel him in that part of his 
life. 

But, among foreign journals, he feems to put the 
moft value on thofe of Carcoa, Pefteli Hali his bro- 
ther, and Ifouf his coufin. The firft of thefe was a 
private agent for the Grand Signior at Vienna, who 
lived fome years there after our Spy came to Paris, 
and held a drift corrcfpondence with him, by order 
of the Turkifh Divan, as appears by fevefal letters 
in the ift and 2d Volumes ; but at length dying, 
his journal and other papers were fent by his fuc- 
ceiTor to our Spy, with a ring, which Carcoa had 
bequeathed him as a legacy and token of his iilvio- 
lable friendfiiip, even to death. ^ 

'I'his journal, as we may gather from fome of 
‘ our Spy Vlcttcrs, contains copies of all the difpatch- 
Vo/. /. ^ . 
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jes whicl* Carcoa feiit to the aiinifters of the forte, 
‘during his refidence at Vienna, with feme of their ’ 
letters to lunj. In tliefe, as we may farther coUe£f, 
is couched a hiilory of all the mod remarkable tranf- 
nftions in Europe, with parallel occurrences and e- 
veiits in the Ead, from the year 1600, or tlierea- 
houts, to the year 1652, at u hich lime.Carcoa died. 
Our Spy, bcfidcs other cqmmeiK^tions which he 
gives this journal of Circoa, particularly celebrates 
it in one of his laft letters to Nathan Ben Saddi, a 
Jcw*at Vienna- At the firtt^receipt of that journal, 
he feiu an anfwcr to Nathan, which begins thus : 

Thy letter, with Carcoa’s journal, is come fafe to 
my hands, and the ring which he bequeathed me,” 
&c. And a little after, he fa)s, His memoirs will 
be of giait fcrvioc to me, containing a more accu- 
rate hiilory of the German Court, from the year 
1600 to the time of his death, than I have yet fecn 
extant. I am not unacquainted with relations of this 
kind,” &c. Vol. II. Book I. Letter XXXI. page 78. 
But in the very laft letter he wrote to that Jew", he 
gives this journal yet far higher encomiums, praifing 
the elegance and fuccin£lnefs of the ftyle, the foli- 
dity of the matter, and the great ufefulnefs as well 
as delightfulnefs of both j as may be fecn more at 
large in Vol. VIII Book IV. Letter XVI. page 250. 

The fecond journal is that of Pefteli Hali, brother 
to oui Spy, and a great traveller in Afia. At his 
retufu to Conftantinople he was made mafter of the 
cuftoms, and fuperintendant of the arfenal thfcre. 
His jouriial contains an accurate account of his Ira- ^ 
vels through Syria, Arabia, Ferru, India*, China,* 
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Tartafry Georgia, Circaffia, Mingrelia, &c. 
choice remarks and obfervations on the divers reli- 
gions, laws, cuftoms, and forms of governmaBt, 
whifli he found among fo many people of different 
nations ; as alfo fcveral ftrange and pleafant adven- 
tures that happened to him on the roads, and in ci- 
ties; the cfcapes he made from robbers, and his 
intrigues with the Perfian and Indian ladies; all 
which our Spy profefles he took great delight to read. 
In a word, according to the character which he gives 
of this journal, we may believe that it contains ma- 
ny ufeful and pleafant memoirs, in hiflory, philofo- 
phy, morality, and the politics. 

As for the journal of Ifouf, his coufin, we may 
conclude, from fcveral letters in our Spy, that it dc- 
ferves much the fame charafter, onljj with this ad- 
vantage, that befides his travels through all, or moft 
of the forementioned countries in the Eaft, he adds 
an account of his journeys through the South, having 
vifitod the chiefeft regions of Afric ; and Mahmut 
appears particularly pieafed with this laft part of his 
journal, as containing narratives of countries to 
which he was wholly tiien a ftranger. In a word, 
upon the reading of this journal, he conceived fo 
great an affeftion for Ins coufni Ifouf, the author of 
it, that he recommends him to his brother i'cllcli 
Hcili, and to one ot the haffis, as a man dclerving 
the Sultan’s favour, and feme preferments fuitaole 
to his abilities, which may be a iufficteiit gp.iind for 
us to believe, tiiat thib jour*ial was not ftufte : with 
vain romantic fables and empty Tifles, nut that it 
had fomething in U extraordinary and ihuflnous. 

i 2 
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I If therefore the publifher of thefe volumes; who 
has been at great expence and pains in endeavouring 
t<^etrieve the faid journals, fliould ever be fo happy 
as to fucceed in his attempt, he promifes himfelf that 
the publication of tlie faid journals will be a work 
both ufeful and acceptable to the world. 



[ XKIX ] 


INTERPRETATION 

OF SOME 

TURKISH jiND ARABIC WORDS 

Which may fecm Obfcure and Unincelllgihle either in thcfe Let-^ 

ters or in their Titles. 

» 

i^ARAF, a place of prifons ; purgatory, or ajnld-reccp- 
tacle of fouls between paradife and hell, according 
to the dodrine of the Turks. 

Allah, the name of Clod. 

Bass A, a title of honour given to governors of provin- 
ces, and privy^ counfeUors of the Grand Signior. 
Berber Aga, the Grand Signior’s barber. 

Bev, a lord. 

Beglerbeg, lord of lords. A title equivalent to our 
dukes and princes. 

Bostangi, a gardener. 

Cadilesquer, a lord chief-juftice. 

Cadi, a judge, or juftice of the peace. 

Caliph, a prince, or high prieft. 

Chan, a duke. 

Cheik, a lawyer. 

Cheriff, a prince. 

Chiaux, a bailiff, or ferjeant. 

CoRBAN, a Mahometan facnfice of fliecp, which being 
killed and cut in pieces, are diilribnted to the poor. 
Dervisf, a religious man, 

Dlv, a governor. 

Divan, the Grand Signior’s privy-couiiLil ; alfo a raif*il 
ground m a hall, or any other loom of a houfe. 
Dunalma, a feftival, or rojal holiday. 

£mir, a lord. 

3 
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|Festa, the fentehce which the mufti gives in the '^deter- 
mination of any caufe brought before him. 

Harna> the treafury. 

HarodAi the royal chamber. 

Hasnadar Bassi, chief treafurer to the Grand Signior. 
Hodgia, a doAor of laws. 

Ho LB AG I9 a confectioner. 

Imaum, a minifter, or clerk of a church. 

Janisar Aga, general of the janizaries. 

Kaimacham, a deputy-lieutenant, or governor of a city. 
The Grand Vifier's Vicegerent. By way of excel- 
lency, It is appropriated to him who governs Con- 
fiantinople in the Grand Viiier’s abfence. 

Kiaya Bey, lord-lieutenant of the janizaries. 

Mandarin, a governor of a province, or a lord. 
Minaret, a turret, or lleeple of a mofque. 

Mirzah, a general. 

Moll AH, a doClor or preacher. 

Murcerman, a carrier or muleteer. 

Mussulman, orMosELMAN, a true belicycr, one refign- 
cd to God. This title the Mahometans arrogate to 
themfclves, as the only elcdl of God, in their own 
conccitb, 

Nabob, a lord. 

Omkah, a colonel, or lord. 

Rlis ErriNDi, a fecretary of ftate. 

Si'NTONPj.a holy man. 

Si LicTAR Aga, tlic iword-bearer to the fultan. 

S J R A I L R , a g t nei al of an army- 

SoLACK and Saick, foOtmen. 

^iuLTAN, a king or empvTor. 

Tetti rdek, lord-treafurer. 

VibiER Azem, the fir ft mmifter of flatc. 



TO THE READER. 


I HERE offer you a book written by a Turk» whofe 
matter is as inftru£):ife and deligiitful as the manner 
of finding it was ftrange and furprifing. I do not 
doubt but you would know where it was writteni 
and perhaps whether the author be livingi and whe- 
ther you muft expe£l a romance or a real hiftory. 
Hear then in fliort whatjprill fully fatisfyyou. 

The curiofity of feeing P^is made a man of iet- 
ters leave Italy in the year 1682, where being ar- 
rived, he found fuch diverfions as caufed his ftay 
longer than he intended. 

Scarce had he been two months in Paris, when, 
by changing his lodging, he difeovered, by mere 
cliancc, in a corner ot his chamber, a great lieap of 
which feemed more fpoiled by duff than 

time. 

lie was at firff furprifed to fee noticing but bar- 
barous characters, and was upon the ^poiiu of leav- 
ing them without any farther fearchi if a Latin fen- 
tence, which he perceived on the top of a kaf, Intt 
not detained him : 

Ubi amatur, non luboratur; et fi 
J aboiatur, labor amatur. 

i 4 
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The furptife ofrthe Italian was yet greater, when 
stfter havittg confidered thefe tdnraSiers with more 
attention, 'be found them to be 'Arabic, which lan^ 
guage was t^ot altogether unknown to him, whiich 
made him look more barrowly into them, whtte be 
found that they treated of affitirs of llate ^ that they 
contained relations of 'war and ‘peace ; a,n'd difeourfed 
not only of the adairs of France, but of thofe of all 
Chriftendom, till the year i68a. 

The iCUrious Italian was in no fmall impatience to 
know how and where thefe memorials had been'writ* 
ten, and by what adventure they came to lie fo nd* 
gle£ied in a corner of his chamber ; but before he 
further informed himfelf, he thought it expedient to 
tranfport thrfe manuferipts into another hobfej as a 
place of greater fecurity. 4 

He afterwards queftioned his landlord, Vith great 
precaution, concerning the papers, and he informed 
him even to the leaft circumllances. 

He told him, that a ftranger, who faid he was a 
native of Moldavia, habited like an eccleliaftic, ^eat- 
ly ftudious, of fmall ftature, of a very coarfc counter 
nance, but of furprifing goodnefs of"life, had lived 
long at his houfe ; that he caitie to lodge there in the 
year 1664, and had ftaid eighteen years with him ; 
that being gone abroad one day, he returned no more, 
and they had no certain news of him fince : He was 
about feventy years old, had left fome manuferipts 
which nbbody underftood, and fome moneys, which 
was an argument that his departure was not preme- 
ditated. 

He added, that he had always a lamp, day and 
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uigiit; burning in hi^ chamber ; had but few ihovcii*^ 
able9) only fomti booksi 'a fmall toiUe ofSti^Auftirir 
Tacitus, and the Alcorani wkh the {^i£ture of Maf* 
iamelloi, whom he praifed very much, calling hint 
the Motes of Naples. faid farther, that this 
fir^mger’s greatefl: friend, and whom' he faw often, 
was a ntan which moil people took for a faint, fome 
for a Jew, and others fufpedled to be a Turk : Ac- 
cording to the landlord's report, he cameto Paris in 
the year i6}7, \hieing then but 2 fi years of age ; at 
be had lodged*with a Fleming *, he W^ht o& 
ten to court; moneys never failed him; he had 
friends, and paffed for very learned. As for his end, 
this man thinks he died oaiferably, it »bemg fufpe£l«» 
cd.that he had been thrown into the river. 

The Italian, being fufEcicntfy inilrufied by what 
be.. had beard, applied lum&lf to the lludy of the 
Arabian language, and, as he had already Ibme know- 
ledge in it, he quickly learned enough to tranllatb^ 
thefe mauufcripts, which he undertook a while’ af- 
ter ; and he examined witdi care the truth of what 
the Moldavian had written, confronting tlie events 
he met with the.hiftories of tbofe times ; and to fuc- 
ceed the better, fearched the mod approved memo- 
rials, having had accefs into the cabinets of princes 
and their minifters. 

Thefe letters contain the mod confiderable intrigues 
of the court of France, and the mod remarkable 
tranfa£lions of Chridendom, which have bdbn fent 
to feveral officers of the Ottoman court. 

By^ thefe may be known the perfpicacity of this 
agent of the Turks, and by him iffie prudence of 

* 5 
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thofe that coitlmand in that natiani who chofcf (the 
bbtter to pK^ii^trate into the afFaira Chriftiam). a 
man who could not be fufpe^led by his exterior, who 
was deformed, but prudent and aciviled, and, for the 
better concealing him, deilined his ordinary abode 
in one of the greatefl: and moil peopled cities 9f Eu- 
rope. 

During his being at Paris, which was forty-five 
years, he has been eye-witnefs of many great changes, 
has feen the death jdF two great minifters of ftate, 
has' feen that kingdom involved in war, without and 
within. He was fcarce fettled in Paris, but he was 
witnefs to the birth of a king, who furpaffed thofc 
that preceded him, in a time when the queen’s bar- 
tennefs caufed the king her huiband to defpair of 
ever having a fon that ifaould fucceed him. 

During the courfe of fo many years, he hath feen 
cities revolt, and return again to the obedience of 
their fovereign, princes of the blood make war a- 
gainft their king, and QneeQ Mary de Medicis, wife, 
mother, and mqfher-in-law ,to fome of the greatefk 
kings in Europe, die in exile in Cologne. 

^ He fpeaks frankly of the princes of Chriftendom, 
and eitplains his fentiments with liberty : He faith, 
the Emperor commands princes, the King of Spain 
men, and the King of France fees men, and even 
kings obey his orders ; he adds, that the firft com- 
mands and prays, the fecond fees oft times more ef- 
fected than he commanded, and that the third com- 
mands many brave foldiers, and is well nigh obeyed 
by crov^ned heads. There appears no heat or, ani- 
mofity in him, in what he writes againft the pope* 
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In cKreolirfin^ of the Emperor King of 
he fay&, that both of them having provinces of fuCh 
vaft extent, they are not much conceivied at the Mies 
they fuilain. 

He believed that England was mpre powerful than 
the empire and Spain at fea ^ he apprehended more 
the counfels of the republic^ of Venice than their 
arms $ he magnihes what paiTed in the wars of Cana- 
dy, which the Venetians fupported wuh fo much 
bravery agalnft the forces of the Ottoman empire : 
The Genoele with him are perfect chemtfts ; he 
fpeaks of the laflTplague, and laft war that this cbm- 
'monwealth had been affliffed with he touches 
fomething of the late confpiracy againft the ftate by 
Raggt and Tome \ and to fhow that he underload 
their hiltory, he fayis fomewhat of Vachcro and 
Balbi. 

Thou wilt fee, reader, by the progrefi of the work, 
what this fecret envoy of the Ottoman Forte thought 
of the other princes of Italy^and thofe of the Northj 
and I have drawn his pi^ure, becj^ufe thou mayeft 
underftand better what I give thee of him> 

This Arabian (for he declares himfelf in bia writ- 
ings to have been of that nation) having been taken 
and made a Have by theGhtiftiana, was brought into 
Sicily, where he applied himfelf to learning ^ he ftu- 
died logic in his captivity, and applied hirofelf much 
to hiftory i he overcame them by fuifisring with pa- 
tience the blows of his mafter, who often *beat hint 
for endeavouring to acquire thofe lights which this 
brute bad not ; and finally, after much labour, gieat 
ai&duity, and long* watchings, he came, as be writes 

i 6 
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l^ofe]^ to underftand Greek and Latin authors'} he 
had commerce afterwards with the heft tnafters^ and 
during his fojourning in the French court, he joined 
experience to the knowledge he had acquired. ; . 

' He explains himfelf neatl'y, and fpeaks of things 
with- great franknefs: His ftyle (hows a great liberty 
of fpirit, and never pillion ; and if it appear that he 
accommodates himfelf to die fafhion of the court, 
one may fee that it is not out of defign to pleafe, 
but that he wifely conforms himfelf foinetimes to the 
genius of nations. ' 

Thou wilt find in his letters wit and learning : If 
fomedmes he appears tart, it is to-fhow his vivacityj* 
jtot difobligc } and he appears all over fully inftru£l' 
ed w ancient and modern hiftory : He is .very re« 
ferved when he blames, and feems perfuaded when 
he [iraifes : When he fpeaks to the great men of the 
Porte, his ftyle is very grave, and he changes when 
he, writes to meaner perfons : He never tells news 
'that he is not aiTured of, nor thinks of divining things 
that feem obfeure to him. < 

- He gives rare leflbns when .he writes of the revo> 
jutioas of -Catalonia, the kbgdoms of Naples, Por- 
tugal, and England, which happened, in our days, 
with,ftri}nge circumftaflcefi terrible munlers, and the 
death of a potest king, martyred by his own fubjeds 
upon 9 f<^fibl4hefore,his own door. 

Hq weijlhB much dio Duke of Guife’s hardjr refor 
lati^SLOf going to Naples to fuccour the revolted 
i^ere } and he reafons not as a barbarian, hut like an 
able ftatefman and wife philofopher, on the rife and 
ruin of ftatesj, he always difeourfes with lib'ertjbi 
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and what he fays is filled with folid and agveeaUe 
thoughts: Hedpeaks fometimes of the cruelty and 
tyranny of the Turks, of the violenije of the mioiv 
fters of the Porte, and upon the precipitated death 
which many of the Sultans, Bafias, and Vifiers are 
forced to fuffer but this language is only to his 
friends and confidents. '* 

.However, though thefe letters be neither -Greek 
nor Latin, nor written by a Chriftian, Ihey contain 
nothing of barbarous } and though the ignorant be in 
great numbers amon'^ft the Turks, there are yet men 

great underftanding that write the annals of the 
Ottoman empirej though they are not eafily come by ; 
for their books not being printed, they fcarce ever 
reach us. We may notwithftanding believe, that a> 
mongft this nation, that we term barbarous, there are 
great and wife captains, good men, and learned au* 
thors ; as we have amongft us generals without com* 
du£l, hypocritical votaries, and ignorant fellows that 
pretend to be mafters. 

To jufiify what I affirm of the Turks, let us but 
confider their vidtories, which have gained them fo 
many kingdoms, their power at fea,'their exa^nels 
to punilh crimes, and to*' Toward merit. As for 
printing, they would never endure it amongft them : 
A. Grand Vifier’s judgment of it was remarkable, 
which Ibows rather-ffieir prudence than any efied of 
their ignorance. A famous printer of Holland, by 
religion a Jew, came to -Conftantinople, •bringing 
prei^ with him, with charaAers of all forjts of 
idioms, particularly Arabic, Turkilh, Greek, a'hd 
Fer&m letters, with d^gn to introduce, the ufe of 
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prmtmg Into that great city ; as foon as the Vifief 
was informed 9f itj he caufed the Jew to be hang- 
ed) and broke all his enginesj and millions of eha- 
rafters which he had brought, declaring it would he 
a great cruelty, that one man Ihould, to enrich him^ 
felf, take the bread out of the mouths of eleven thou* 
fand feribes^ who gained their livings at Conilan* 
tinoplc by their pens. " 

Perufe, gentle reader, what I ofier, without fear 
of tiring thyielf, or rbeing deceived^ As ChrUlian 
authors thmk of nothing ordinarily, but of writing 
panegyrics in hopes of reward, we have rcafon to be* 
lieve not to find all the truth in their works ; intereft 
and paffion do often make good princes pafs for ty- 
rants, and unjufl; and cruel princes are fometimes 
transferred to pofterity for models of jufticc and cle- 
mency* This occafiona hiftorica, which ifliic from 
to corrupt a fource, to ferve like a pitched field for 
modern writers, where the one and the other com- 
bat for the deftruftion of truth, the one falfcly re- 
potting what they have beard, and the other by as 
badly reprefenting the things they feem to witneft. 
Moft princes will have thehr altars, and then it is no 
wonder if there are priefta found to facrifice to f^lfc- 
hood, and idolatets to defice the ftatue of truth. 

There is no general that will not always feem con- 
queror, and princes never confefs their lofies, which 
occafions a confufion, and the aftions of men do 
thereby become doubtful* 

How many times have we feen both the viftors 
and vanquilhed make bonfires for their fuccelTes ? 
And^ in eur days we have known the French r^oice. 
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nnd*the Spaniards and Germans fmg their Te Deuni> 
for the fame thing, ^ ^ ' 

As we are, perhaps, now lefs }uft than in ages 
paft, it is difficult to write things as they arc, parti- 
cularly during the lives of princes, whofe hiftory 
cannot be written^ without fear, nor the truth faid 
without danger. For thefe reafons, we ought not to 
queftion the credit of our Arabian, who reports with 
liberty what came to his knowledge ; befides, he be- 
ing an univerfal enemy to Chriftianity, and a con- 
cealed one, neither difobligcd or gained by any, {ind 
rellgioufly true to his prince, whom he adores as a 
divinity, it cannot be imagined that he fays any thing 
for fear or favour. 

As thefe relations have been r^ad with attention, 
and diligently examined, we may be aflured of an 
exafi hiitory, a'boundmg in confiderabk events ; and 
this hiftory being feparated into letters, as the ai> 
thor wrote them, ^e reader may read them without 
' repining : If he will not iicknowledge the tranfla> 
tor’s pains, let him at lead receive the labours of a 
dead man with civility, oitc that never dreamt his 
memorials would be printed, and that ferved bis ma- 
tter faithfully. i ^ 

Thefe fentiments made him exa£ily follow that fen- 
tence of St. Auftin, found in the front of his works : 

. i' 

Where love 1$, there 1$ no lahour; and if there be labour, the« 
lal}our is loved. 

The tranflator hath thought fit to retfipnch fome 
ceremonies and proud titles of the eaftern peo^e j 
what is repiefent^ here» is in. a lari^ar ftyle, tti^b 
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as the ancient Latins ^ nfed in their writings to their 
cofifuls, dictators, and emperors themfelves ; and, if 
the tranilation he not elegant as the Arabic, do not 
accufc the author, feeing it is not poilible to reach 
the force and beauty of the original. 

Have, moreover, fome refpeft for the memory of 
this Mahometan ; for, 'living unknown, he was fafe 
from the infults of the great ones, fo that he might 
write truth without danger, which ordinarily is dif- 
gulfed by fear or avarice,^"iiaving Hill reported the 
tranfafrions of Chrillians with nef lefs truth than elo« 
quence. 

If what I have faid cannot fatisfy the curious, ex« 
pef^'^the reft of thefe letters, which will be foun4 
full of great a^^lbns, profitable inftru£tions, an4 good 
morals. Thank God, however, who ratfes men that 
employ themfislves in vancptiihihg ignorance and idle- 
nefs. And in rendering juftice to Mahmut, a paf- 
fionate flave for the intereft of his mafter and the 
truth, have fome goodnefa.for the tranilator, who, 
being born free, acknowledges no mafter but God, 
his king, and his reafon. ' 
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A SPY AT PARIS. 


BOOK I. 

LETTER I.— Mahmut the Arabian^ t^nd Filefi of the 
Grand Sigmor's Slaves, to Hasnadarbassy^ Chief 
Trea/urer to his Highnejs at Confantinopie, 

I HAVE at length finished my journey^ after one hundred 
.nnd forty day« march, airiving at Paria the 4 th of this 
prefent moon, according to the Chriftians ftyle. I made 
no ftay ia Huagaiy, yet fojoumed one-atid-forty days at 
Vieima, where t obferved all the motions of that couiti 
according as I was ondercd \ 6i which I fliall not now. 
fpeak, having giveit a account to the ever invinobte 
Vificr Azem. Being but newly arrived, I fcarce knodir , 
any body, and am as little known myfelf. I have filter- 
ed my hair' to grow a littl# beldVr my ears ; and as to my 
lodging, it is in the houfe of an old Flying, wW 
ray room is fo fmall^ that jealoufy itfdf can fcarce tntei 
Aad beeaufe 1 have no enemy near me, I will there^ 
foreadmk of no fervani. 

• 

Being of low ftature, of an fll-favoured countenancei 
fhaped^ and hynatnra not given to talkativcnefs, K 
/hall better conceal royfelf. Inftead of my name, 
Mahmmhe ArabAii| 1 have taken 00 me that of Titus 
FflrU A 
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tKe Moldavian ; and with a little caflock of black fergc, 
Which is the habit I have chofen, I make two figures^ 
being in hear^what T ought to be, but outwardly, and 
in appearance, I never intend. 

Carcoa at Vien^furniHies me with bread and water, 
fupplyiiig me with enough to live, and I defire no 
more. The eggs here are dearer than pullets with you. 
Xt is to him that I will addrefs my letters. 

EUachim the Jew came to fee me, who feems to be 
ftifficiently informed of what pafles in the world, and 
will b^ an ufeful man to me : Yet I will never truft him 
more than I need. Although I have a difpenfation from 
the Mufti for lying, and fislfe oaths which I ihall be 
obliged to make, yet I have ftill fome qualms on my 
mind. However, our fovereign mud be ferved, and I 
can commit no fin as long as this is my foie end. As 
for the intelligence which 1 ihall fend, none ihall* come 
from me but what is true, unlefs I be firft deceived my- 
frlf. 

Jt will be hard for me to mention any thing confider- 
ahle of a city which is not to be viewed in one day, I 
having been there but feven. It is peojdcd like the bor- 
ders of the fea with fand, the inbabiunts lodging to the 
^very cock-lofts, and houfes arc jbmlt on the bridges* 

Thi8:great city is divided by a river^ and both parts 
of it are joined by a great bridge of ftone, well built 
^nd very itately. the midil of It ijs feeo an horfe of 
brafs, with the ftatue of Henry IV. which beftrides it ; 
whofe heroic aAions have juftly fumamed him The 
Great ; and he feems 1131 to command this capital of the 
klngdmn. The other bridges, being full of houfes» are 
fiot feen ; appearing as if they had been made for the 
city, not the river. A 

The king’s palace is an ancseat buSding, yeWaktams a 
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certain niajefty» which denotes the grandeur of its mafter: 
within it appears a defart, for the court is always abro&d^ 
or in the army. • J 

A churchman, termed at Rome a-C|ai!pinal, is the prin* 
cipal minifter of (late ; his name ^Armand du PleiTis, 
Cardinal of Richlieu. He is efteejmed a great politician, 
a man of wit and a£lion, and every way fitted for the 
place he holds. 

All the people make vows to heaven, that their king 
may become a father ; for the qdeen has been bantn 
thefe many years. • ^ , 

1 go into the churches as a Chriftian and when 1^ 
feem attentive to their myfteries, I hold our faered Alco- 
ran in my hands, addreffing my ptayers to our holy Pro- 
phet ; and thus behaving myfelf, I give no offence. I 
avoid difputes, mind my own concerns, and do nothing 
which may endanger my falvation. 

Preferve thy health, and expeA to hear from me as 
oft as the intereft of our great and mighty monarch Ve* 
quires, who is the matter of my life and affedUons. 

I make thee no prefent of my fervices, for they be de- 
voted to that lord whofe (lave thou art, as well as' I. 
The letters I write for the future, (hall be dire 6 led''to 
the minifters of the DivRn. * ^ 

Live with the piety W a good Muffulman,' add the 
prudence of &n able miniffer,*^ and j;irefcrvf the tre^re 
as thine own heart, which (thou knoweli) is the laft cx* 
piring. 

Paris, iith of thp 9th Moon, of the Year 1637, 
according to the ChrifUaa Ayle. 
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( II.— 7a the fame Hasnadarbassy. 

1 HAD too go^d’an opinion of myfelf, and did not fuf- 
ficiently confider^^-*' whom I wrote, when I attempted, 
<in fo little a time, give thee an account of the court 
of France, and how IMs king lives. An old Arabian 
was wont to fay, To have a perfeA knowledge of 
things, we mull know them more than once, and forget 
them thrice, to the end that learning them a fourth time 
they may become perfeAly our own.*' This will inftrudl 
me how to write to my friends herehftel* ; not as I under- 
ftand affairs, but as they ought to be underHood ; foi^ 
once well done, is better than twice ill done. 

I think I may fay, the Spaniards want ground them- 
felves, by taking an handful from others. Two-and- 
twenty of their galleys, with fomc other fmall velTels, 
have taken two fmall illands, named St. Margaret's and 
St. Honorat*s, which lie over againft Provence, and arc 
barren and unprofitable places, and wIH ferve to little 
purpofe unlefs for ports ; and h is alfo a queflion, how 
long they wiH bold thenu 

The war betwixt thefe two nations is li^ r to contl- 
ime, e^ecially from the death of the two Italian princes, 
Viftor Amadc, Duke of Savoy, and Charles Gonzague, 
Duke of Mantua. 

1 believe it an effeft of Providence, that thefe two na- 
tions know not their own intereft, or knowing it, ncglcA 
it. Heaven is more kind to us ; for, as our empire 
tranfeends all others in ilrength and greatnefs, fo it does 
in unity' and concord ; by which mettis, it is in our 
power to make war, or live in peace. The Chriftians 
never confider the advantage they lofe, and the good 
they may acquire, by attacking of us, whom tl^ yet 
hate, and treat as Barbarians. * 
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IJhe ArcKbifliop of Bmirdcaux Is at prcfent general of 
the Flench naval forces; who, though a prlell, is fet 
permitted to turn tarpaulin and foldier. . '^or my part| I 
underiland jnot how a prelate of his rar^ can forfake his 
flock, his altar, and his function, if v^at the Chriflians 
fay be true z but that is nothing t</(xB ; and the King of 
France being fo enlightened a prince, and employing 
him as he does, he mWl needs be a good leamaa and 
foldiec. 

To fay no more in this matt-erj for princes, of what 
peh'gion foever tl^ey are always tacred, and not to be 
approached but with refped, feeing tlieir doings lie abiove 
the reach of a common capacity.’’ 

1 would fain hear of the Grand Siignior’s health ; for 
when he is weS, all the world is fo to me, and without 
him I am nothing. 2, will not write fo fooa to the Grand 
Viificr, being defiious to write what pafles here with moi e 
csuiftiiefs. 

I am in this place like a man loft in confufion ; for 
this town fSeems rather a province than a city* All is 
hurry and noife, every body bruflilng about after a&ion. 
The men, for the moft part, are for martial exploits, ci- 
ther at lea or land ; and as to the women, they are not 
idle, employing themfrives, as becomes them, either in 
the /hops or kitchens ; yet they take more care to fliow 
themfelves, than ours do to hide themfelves. Do thou 
be careful pf thy beiflth, for I fhaU never be milerablc;, 
having thee to my friend. 

Pari^ afth of the jotb Moon, of the Year 1637. 


III. — To Darnish Mehemet, Bqffa. 

1 HAjfhcen at a ceremony which I am willing to fee 
often, w give an account of it in my ieuer$, It is the 

A 3 
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Te Deuixi, which Chriftian princes caufe to be fung in 
th^ir churches on the gaining any confiderable advan- 
tagc over theii{;enemics ; which Tc Deum is an anthem 
conipofed by tw(y^f*their faints, to wit, Ambrofe and 
Auftin. When th\^French beat the Spaniards they fing 
<,the Te Deum ; and ^hen thefe vanquifh their enemies 
they do the fame. Thefe two nations do the duty of the 
Muffulmans, in deflroying one another ; and, when this 
16 done, they give God thanks for the evil they have 
committed. Whence we may judge of the vrifdom and 
Mahometans, amongfiowhom there is feldom 
'fcen an open war ; and if it fliould happen it is generally 
condemned. “ 

rejoicing of the French proceeds hence : The Spa- 
' niards had belieged Leucate, a fmall peninfula in Langue- 
i^oc, which is but four leagues round, with two ports, where 
,a few galleys and foiy^ fmall veiTds may anchor in fafety. 
The place was attacked by the Spaniards with much heat, 
but WHS afterwards given over with as great lofs ; the ^f- 
failants being obliged to make a retreat, not unlike a 
fhameful flight, quitted their baggage, their arms, and 
all their provifion. 

Count Serbellon offered at firft to Barris, who com- 
manded the place, a great fum of money, which was to 
be attended with a conllant penlion ; whicK refiifed, they 
were ncceffitated to betake tbemfelyes to force ; by which, 
in ihort, the Spaniards were entirely defeated. Serbellon 
withdrew tow^ds^ Perpignan, with the Duke of * Car- 
dona’s foo, w^io ms viceroy of Catalonia. He loit all 
hiaXepta, bis.pl^te, and the money deflgn^ for payi^nt 
o{^ the army : and,, I will lay yet more, that he has loft 
Ac reputation of a -good captain and valiant foldier^ un- 
til he can recover an ojpportunity^ to fight and miquiffi. 
This vidorv muft liave be^ of confequence; fit very 
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glorious, feeing the king aflifted in perfon, together with 
the queen, two cardinals, the council of ilate, and t]^at 
of the finances, and that which they callf^^ere the Courts 
Sovereign, which are a company of men ^hofcn to judge 
others. Befides thele^ there^ was an inn'umerabk concokirfe 
of people, who tefiified their joy fojMjhe advantage gained 
by their king, notwithftanding itr(>c at the co(!t of their 
brethren of the fame religion. 

Live happily, and conferve thy honour as thy life. 


Palis, sjth of the xetK Moon, of the Year 1637.^ 



IV. ^To IsovF, his Kinfmanm 


I TELL thee I live, and am well* 1 have received no 
news from thee ; perhaps thou thoughteft me dead. I 
falute thee firft with my letters, though thou oughtell 
to have begun. If thou art alhamed of my kindred, ac« 
cufe thy parents, by whom thou art become of the fame 
femily ; but be not ungrateful to them, nor forgetful of the 
good thou hall received from me. Thou fhalt now know 
where I am, and ought to Hay, and mayeil anfwer me if 
thou wilt. Believe in the mean time the counfel I give 
thee, although thou doll not demand it. Be devout in 
thy religion without hypocrlfy, and remember there io no 
more Gods but One ; as alfo, that the favourite and feitt 
pf Gbd is Mahomet liis Prophet. After that, love thy 
mailer, w ithout defiring any thing more than the execu- 
tijon of his pleafure. Embrace thy father as from me, 
and give thy mother a kifs, faluting her as my fifter and 
friend, which is the moll endearing tide that antiquity 
coiild in^vent for perfons who had the fame fentiments of 
affed^Diiu Live happily, and conferve thy challityl 
of the xotb Moon, of the Year 1637. 
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V,^To the Ac A of the fanizarhi, 

I sftAXL give feme plcafure in telling tlice, that 
the Chriftiant idSp eafier than they acquire. It feemsi 
the Maiquis Ambfqfe Spinola, whom all the world took 
tor a great captain, fete lofl much of hia reputation ; fee* 
ittg that a place is loft in eleven weeks which he had for- 
merly befieged eleven months, and where he had expend- 
ed eleven millions. If thefe circymftanccs are true, they 
are very extraordinary* Howtver, he fliall co'itmue a 
^eat captain in my opmion; and i^ is ordinary .rsough 
to fee that loft in a little lime, by the cowardly*; F o.*e, 
which has not been acquit ed in a great *hih; the va- 
lour of a whole army. 

The Prince of Orange hath taken Breda c place of 
great importance, which had been furre»idf*^r tvvt^c 
years and three mom) ’ liiK.* t ) thefald i-.pinob, who 
commanded the army of opain. This conqueft great; 
For it was 'the general opinion the phcc conli not be ta- 
ken but by famine ; yet hath It oeen co«. .trained to yI^;ld 
by the continual fire and valour of tlie befiegcrs. 

Had not the Hollaiiderb become matters ot this place, 
they had been, as it were, blocked up on the fide of 
Brabant, and had the enemy always at their gates; 
whereas now they are more at large. We ought to re- 
joice rather at their acqulfirions than thofe of the Spa- 
niards, with Whom we never had peace. 

Tlils'jjifece is fortified with much regularity. It hath 
fifteen baftions', befidks feme little forts on the moat fide. 
There arc •five horn-works without. The place is confi- 
derablc for its greatnefs. It contains 5000 houfes, with 
gre^t gardens ; and there are three principal gates. 

I mention thefe particulars, bccanfe thou art a rf 
war. Receive my letter kin^y; bdieve 01c thy rninid. 
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and do not doubt of xny fidelity. If thou wilt add to 
thy valour by new merit, which will heighten the coijfi* 
deration men have for thce> I will tedch thee a fcer^> 
which will not be very expenfivc, but vtry delightful* 
Read at times the hiftories of others and particularly 
thofe of the greateil and mofl: fortunate princes* Bad 
their captains. Imitate rather the wife, than thofe who 
have only fignalized themfelves by their valour. To con- 
clude. be C'luverfant in Lidoiles, but choofe always the 
beft, T r n fuch as cannot be fufpefted for lies. Thou 
canft not fail of good books both Greek and Arabic* 
which are tj*anJlatcd into the Turkifti and Perfian tongues. 
'Pimu learn to be wife by the folly ,.jF others, and 
^ ''r .c yt: more prudent, by obferving the fage 

cn 'Auti of fuch y,i\o performed great aftions ; Above aD 
Mv ^ iicgleft to make ferious rcjfieftions upon the 
- ‘ e ' It happens fomeilnies, that paiTages are 
' a I j . that k m of no ^ jnfequenoc* which may 

‘'C 01 uf* in uj’poriant occanons, for the clearing of 
4 •::< aiK , for example, learn this from a great 

. PL-uty iV. who conquered his kis^om by the 
UJiJ lis fword. 

I will fii IiL with a worthy faying of Marquis Spin#- 
la’s, w’^hicb, I think, is; 4 o the purpofe : he faith, ** That 
a captain’s (word mull be tied to his heaxt* his heart fix- 
ed to his bead, and condu(!^ed by bis judgment which 
ought particularly to be formed by the reading of hif* 
tories. Love me as much as 1 efteem thee, md tbow' 
wilt never love me enough. 

Faris, 25th of the 10th Moon, of the year 2637. 
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VI.— MBHBMSTf Page^Eunucb to the Subaa-’Mkher. 

ITrou haft i^ept fourteen years in the Seraglio^ and> to 
thy unhappinefs, always been in the fervice of women ; 
ferve now a mani* who is certainly fomewhat more than a 
woman. Thou knoweft, the confidence we have in each 
other is arrived to that degree^ as to difcover our fail- 
ings to each other, and to fuffer them. Seeing 1 am at 
prcfent far off, and by confcquence the more expofed to 
critics and ill offices, do not forget the interefts of thy 
friend ; watch day sfnd night fb^ the advantage of my 
life. Obferve, (earch, and endeavour to penetrate what 
people difeourfe of me, and what is faid concerning me 
^at court. Our great emperor fent me hither to obferve 
what pafles here, and render him an account. I know 1 
am where I ought to pra£life what 1 am commanded to 
do, but I do not yet know whether I Thall return to the 
place where I would willingly end my days. Moft things 
are done on that fide, but they are not all equally per- 
formed. I have therefore more juft reafon to apprehend, 
that all m^n db” know that I (hall acquit myfelf with fi- 
' delity of the orders I have received. Confider how far 
his tihhappihels doth extend, who ferves another who is 
Riafter df fo many millioBS of fabjefts. 

I will ihfonii ritee of two things, whereof thou (halt 

* tell' the firft to the BaiTa of the Sea, and the other to the 
^Tifuf^iPs vicar. We ure told, that the King of England 

liath^ forth^a vtflbl upon the Britifh ocean, of fuch pro- 
digious greatnefs, that it exceeds all others, as well in 
force as vaftnefs. & armed with no biafs guns, it 
draws, unrigged, feventeen feet of water, and its bulk is 
' :^ioo tons. It is reported, that it coft two millions o£- 

• piafters, and, as if it were the king of all othertXhips, it 
' is called The Soveref m Tte ff cood news is, a j^igy 

S 
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tha^happened in Upper Saxony, which finds but a 
credit with the wife, but is eafily believed by woipeu 
and. the common people. ^ | 

. .They iay, that at Drefden one of th^Duke of £iax« 
ony's courdcrs having.'Cot ^ P^ce of , boded beef, there 
ifiued To much blood out ofi it> that the deftor’s table 
was yrhoUy covered with it, w^ich extremely troubled this 
prince, looking upon th^ isdyienture as a.prefage^of fa« 
mine and war. Let me hear often from thee^ and of ou** 
i^euds ; but, make no confidence to any of :that which 
is betwixt ust Thou Jhalt learn from me fecrets of great 
importance, provided tliou be faithful and diicreet. (God 
grant thee in an infiant,< the good which 1 ihall with to 
acquire in my whole life* 

Paris, 15th of the ntli'Moon, of the Vear I637. 


VIL-^Th the Invmihk Flfier Azem. 

* ' ' 5 

Sebihg tfiou haft acquired the knowledge of things pre- 
fent,, by prudence and rare underftanding, and haft 
defired me jtu inform thee of thoie things which ibsll 
happen in the places whithe^ thou haft feat me ; I will 
endeavour to penetmtjf^ into afiaira the moft fecret, to the 
that nothing^.in tips woiid may behidfrom thee. 

At prflent, there are but few adions in Chriftendoni 
which deierve to be reported and thou art fufficiently 
inftruAed in the affairs of France^ and touching the per*^ 
fon of her king. I expeA (o infonn thee of events, which 
at thC' fame time may divert thee, and inftruft thee^ 
This prince is caQed Henry the Juft ; he canndt be call* 
ed the Happy, for having as yet no fon to fuccecd him, 
there ryill be always occafions of trouble in his kingdom ; 
nor J^there any hopes that the ^ueen may prove with 
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di3d, hy vcafon of her long barrcnnefs. If the fcmg 
tiritf refolve to be divorced from her, and take another, it 
cannot b» effefted without Rome ; and Rome, the Mufti, 
and all their priefts, will, according to their ufual man- 
ner, raSfe fb many fdii&culrics, and be fo long before they 
determine, that it will be a hard matter to extort from 
fhem that oonfent, which the laws of the Chriftians ren- 
der flecdfiary for the dlffoWIng a firft marriage. Certain- 
ly this •flavcry, which doth thus fubjeft the Chriflian 
princes, is hard ; but it is a point of their law, which 
being of no importance to thee, will trouble thee no 
more with it. This defe6l of a fucceffor in the King of 
France, is of great advantage to the Spaniards ; and one 
would think heaven had created this nation to be enemies 
to the French. It feems moreover, there is a fccrct vio- 
lence which entertains an antipathy betwixt the two na- 
tions $ which enforces a belief, that there can never be 
a folld peace betwixt them.’* 

Thou haft already underftood from thofe I writ to, and 
who dare hide nothing from thee, what hath happened 
here during the fmall time of my fojouming in thefc quar- 
ters. I will not repeat little things : the greatnefs of thy 
genius, and the eminency of thy ehiployment, have put 
flice far ?d)ove every thing that is not extraordinary, that 
we ought to inform thee of nothing but tranfeending 
events. 

I will not entertain thee with the taking of the old 
of Sally,. n^r of the difordei® in the new. Thoh wilt 
have lOTncd more fwifdy frcwi the coafts of Africa, ad- 
vices of theboftile adts which the Englifh have commit- 
ted witli their fliips of war agafrrft that city,' which the 
Ki)ng of Morocco protedta. 

' ' The attempt was great, and is difeourfed of hdfe as a 
lotdy enterprifo. The vaftnefirof 'riiy underfianding will 
aa% judge of Aetcoolequencct. 
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*3picy fay here, that the King of Fraiicc has wrhten to 
Rome, that he will willingly refolvc to nirfke a long cef- 
(ation of arms with his enemies. If that happens^ this 
lepofe will ferve but to increafe the forces of both ficles, 
whidr may hereafter render the war niore cruel. In the 
mean time, it is thought they tlefign a general peace ; 
but time will difeover to the politicians what wc cannot 
at prefent diWne. 

This court is great and magnificent ; it flays not long 
io a place, and is veiy fddom at Paris ; being in the camp 
amongft the armies, for plcafurc in the country. 

The genius of the courtiers is different, but they have 
an equal inclination for two tilings very oppofite, war 
and love ; and apply themfelves to both with much con- 
ftancy. 

The religion which, they call Proteftant, and wliich has 
been the occaiion of fo much diflurbance to the kingdom, 
is now low, by the furrender of Rochelle, which was, as 
thou knoweft, the principal bulwark of thofe of that 
party. 

It feems this king wiQ imitate our mighty andformida* 
ble emperors, and will regulate his condud by Uiine, in 
not fulFcrhig within his ilate two rcHgions which are op* 
poiite. 

The kingdom IsiHotwidfltaiiding, as yet full of trouble. 
Cardinal Richlieu (who holds the helm of aflhirsin Fraacb,. 
as thou dire^efl that of the empire of the world) fecmsji 
as may be faid, in the midft uf a temp€ft, and hath fsa- 
ion enough to apprehend danger ; for there are an infi- 
nite number of ^people, who foHow the ilandards of Lu- 
ther and Calvin, who have no other thought8*but of hia 
ruin. 

In the mean time, the power of France feems mighty 
great, and h is to be apprehended,. It toay In time aug^ 
nfent infinitely. ^ / 
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* (Thou knoweft, invincible Vilicr, what the ancient Oaub 
did in old time. They were called Gallo-graecians ; for 
fta^ng^overralt Italy ^nd lacked Rome» they fettled in 
the* middle of Aiia^ and could not be overcome but by 
the .Romans ; becaufe the heavens had ordained, that the 
Rjoanans (hould fubjugate all nations. But now that thefe 
Gauls are no more, and there are no more of thefe brave 
Ramans, we muft pray the infinite goodnefs of the Moft 
'High, that the power of thefe modern Gauls may be li- 
mited. • If the French, however, would do what a Spa*> 
niard, who fled from the paffion of Philip II. counfeUed 
Henry IV. their king, which waa,*to fet himfelf right 
with Rome, to have a great power at fea, and a council 
compofed of wife, fecret, and faithful mea; by that 
means, he might one day, perhaps, equal the ancient 
Romans. I think, he that gave this advice was named. 
Antonio Perez. 

I obferve every thing with care, but lhall obferve them 
nearer for the future. It appears- to me, that the genius 
of this nation is to aggrandize itfelf, and extend its limits. 

The French have a common faying, that kings having 
nothing above them that may limit them,.God h^h given 
the empire of the earth to the ftrongeft. They add, 
that Adam left no kingdoms to hisxhildren, but that 
4hey made them for themfehres. They glory in certain 
prophecies, which promife them the empire of the world. 
In relating this, I tell what they fay, not what ought to 
happen. They entertain here the fiune hatred for us, as 
Others do,, when our power is formidable ; but, wife men, 
who have knowledge of our hiftory, fpeak with more 
admiration of the Ottoman enq>hne, tb p" of that af the 
Romans ; and if thefe lail were rellored by the civil wars 
which tore them in pieces, the other will increaft and 
maintain itfdf, by the great precautions ufed to hinder 
tkemi and by the union of thdr forces. 
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Thou knowcft more of the extent of^tliat city of Pa- 
risy than I can tell thee. It appears to me greats and 
full of people ; but Conftantinople is yet greater ^mi 
more populous. ^ ’ • 

Thou wilt pardon me after all| if I mihe not a certain 
judgment of a nation) which I do not yet well compre- 
hend. However, I will alTure thee, the French are no 
fools, and, I believe, never were. They do not love 
novelty through levity, but for reafons of Hate ; and 
when they are inconftant, it is not to do ill, but to ac- 
quire good. They are happy aiyi unfortunate in wars, 
like others ; but what is confiderable, they do not coih- 
bat their enemies becaufe they hate them, but in Obedi- 
ence to their prince, which occaiions the great dlfcipUne 
which is in their armies. And what feems worthy of re- 
flexion is, that they love their king by inclination ; and 
this love produces in them, that which our attachment to 
the precepts of the law does in the heaits of the beft 
Turks. 1 ufe this comparifon, which I learned from 
thee, who art the wifell man in the world, from whofe 
mouth I have heard, as from an oracle, That it is not 
much nuLterial whether fubjeXs love their mailer by m- 
clination or fear, provided they always faithfully ferve 
him, and are always humble.” 

If ever it happen I am difeovered, thou wilt, do me a 
great honour to let me know, if 1 ouglit to avow myfolf 
an agent from the Sublime Porte $ or whether I ought to 
die without eonfeffing any thing. t 

. I end with my head in the daft, without ever ceafing 
.to fupplicate the Moil High, that he will ihower his con- 
tinued happinefa upon thee and the empire, . 

Paris, 15th of the nth Moon, of the Year 1637, 
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VIII.— -7a Muz Lu Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
, of the Ottoman Empire. 

1 1 H 1 S is the fccohd letter tvhich I have written ta^thee^ 
My dtfpatches hitherto have not been filled with things 
of great importanc^ by reafon 1 have not yet had time 
to learn them. I wiih greatly to write what may pleafe 
thee. Receive therefore what I offer kindly, andibc per- 
fuaded, that I fear thy cenfures, as much as if 1 did de- 
ferve them. 

I live here according to the dnftrur£fluns which were 
given me, and live cafy enough. Tlic country is good 
and £it, the men good companions, are frank, and feem. 
difereet. 

I have not as yet any ^acquaintance with the women^ 
and y6t it is necefi'ary 1 find means to introduce myfelf 
into their companies. It is a fex that will not pardon* 
when they think themfelves negleded. They are proper 
to difeover things one would know/ and to fay them when 
one would have them ptibliihed ; and fikewife, they as 
much penetrate into the fecrets of hearts,- as the moil ee« 
fined and fpiritualeft courtiers : Further, there are many of 
them that can conceal nothing, but what they do not know. 

1 frequent not the Monks, hut when necefikated. If 
I fee them, it is to feem devout, iqmn defign of being 
introduced by them into thc houle of a nilnifter4>f ftate, 
when I teach his fon the Greek language. 

We mull not exped to find here the <great tranquillity 
which is at Conftantinopfe. The town is fo fdll pf coach- 
es, of horfes and waggons, that the noife fnrpaffes ima- 
gination. •Thou ^ilt certainly i&d it. ftrange, that men 
who are in health, and have no fore legs, Ihould caufe 
thenfTclves to be drawn in an engine with four wheels: 
but tbirfe fame men caa^refolve^a 
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fufferifae Inconvemency of the noife, and of the expeftce 
which they throw away out of vanity. The more 
derate French, which do not approve of this luxury, fa^, 
that in the time of Henry III. there w^re but three 
coaches in Farts, whereof two were the tinges : but the 
number is now fo great, that they are not to be counted. 

I can tell thee no more of the genius of the French, 
thou knpweft it pcffeAly. There is in all their aftions n 
l^irit very delkate, and an aflivity like that of fire. 

It feems as if none but they knew the fhort duratioit 
of man’s life ; they do^ every thing Vrith fo much haftej' 
as if they had hut one day to live*: Jf they go on fpot,’ 
they nm ; if they ride, they fly ; and if fiiey^ipcak, they 
eat up half their words. They love 'iww inventions paf* 
ikmately. I can fey nothing certEm of their fidelity, though 
methinks we might ftrfycft’fucli, whodonot read as they 
write, nor write as they fpeak. They love money, which 
they look trpon as the firft matter, arid fccond caufe of 
aH things : ^icy wdH nijfh adore ft, and that is the origi-^ 
nal fin of all nations. 

Paris ought to be deftroytd, to enrich -many cities hi 
Europe : whence thou maydl comprdiend her greatn^'fe, 
her traffic, how rich fte is, and how all forts of aa*ts do 
flourifli in her. ' 

The trench nobility is always ready to get on horfe- 
back at their kin^s totnmands : and they love war fp 
well, that it is to be fuppofed, we fhould have enough 
to do with them, if we were as near them as the Spa« 
niards, and riiey did not want infantry.* 

I fhall hereafter obferve every dircumftancc with fo 
much care, as well tn this kingdom as eUewhere, that noi 
thing fhall efcape me. In the mean rimei I ftafl endej- 
vour Jo get acquaintance 5 but IhaB wartt more money 
than allowed me to anfwer what is expcAcd from me. 
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Two chequins a dayi are more than enough to fupport a 
man that will live like a cynic, but not fufficient to in- 
troduce me into houfes, to dive into their fccrets, afld 
enable xne to difcover the affairs of moil importance, 
according to my (commii&on ; fo that thou mufl alSft me 
to obtain more. 

1 hope to fucceed in my employment, if thou doff 
pot refufe me thy aififtance, finding no difficulty in the 
execution of my orders, but the necellity of lying, when 
I pafs for a Chriftian. I fancy I fee Mahomet in a rage, 
and believe my foul* loft ; though I am from my heart 
more fiiithfiil in my religion than all the Mahometans 
put together. Seeing I am refolved to do a thing to 
which I have fo much averfion, thou mayeft be affured, 
I will bear all the evil imaginable that can happen to me 
with firmnefs, though in all appearance I ought to hope 
nothing but good. 

Deliver, I befeech thee, this, enclofcd letter into the 
hands of the moll venerable Mufti, and extort from him, 
if poffible, a folution of my doubts. There is nothing 
that touches me nearer than what regards my religion, 
and with my religion the fervice of my emperor. 

Fsrii, X5th of the xxth Moon, of the Year 1637. ^ 


1X.-—70 the Mufti, Prince of thi R»Sjgiott tfihe 5Wif. 

? ^ r * 

wiLf. die a true Muffuloiany though J Ibondd fee a)l 
'die croffea of the CvthbgMuape f«t u, fp’^ my pimiih* 
'mentt and had before mine tym all tbe.ipftramcnts 
ilhe moS orue! tortures that <t^ eneoies of our holy tf- 
Qtgion could invent. But* ieeing there h no queiUoit at 
’|h>$nib«if dyingrbut of hnng to ferva my emperor*. I 
beg of thee* (bvereign prdatc* ^t thoo will be 
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to confme my innocence^ in giving me an anq>Ie abfolu- 
tion, or in impofing a penance that may cancel all my 
crimes. ~ 

• t 

Paris hath always been the refidence of j.he kings of 
France, whence it is, that the eaercife.of no other reli- 
gion but the Chrilllan, is fuffered there ; and thofe wh6 
acknowledge the Bifhop of Rome for their head, have 
the principal management 6f the affairs of religion ; anff 
it is with thefe, that the rites of the Latin church are^ 
more ftri£Uy obferved. ^ 

^ I live here, in appfcafance, as if I Vere a Chriffian and 
a Catholic. I enter into their churches, affiff at their 
ceremonies, kneel before the crofs and I appear witR 
great devotion and humility before the images, which 
are had here in veneration* 

I know well enough (if the h'fe which I lead be not 
permitted me, as advantageous to the afBurs of ftate, and 
the perfon of the Grand Signtor), that I commit facri- 
lege, afting’as I do, contrary to the precepts of Mabo* 
,mct, ezpreffed in his Alcoran. 

1 am guilty of violating the law which is preferibeA 
me, and deferve death, if fhbu doll not, by approving 
thit^ life I am obliged to lead, alTure me of both my Sal- 
vation and life* It is true, thou hall already given 
me ablblution from all the falfe oaths I lhall be necefli* 
tated to take, when they are for the ieivice fif my mi- 
ller I but I am not affured this abfolution extends far 
enough to fecUrt my confeienbe, vAien Lahufe holy things. 

It is thy provinee to decide ^this pointy which isiof 
' filch importance < to' my repofe, which midees me expcA 
thy refolves with impatience $ if thou riiinkeft i faitfafial 
Muffulman, who conferves his religion m his heart, imd 
' liveS| as I do, amongft the enemies of the hw$ worthy ll|is 
gr^^cc. 
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The iutereil of my oonfcience obUges me to ileraand 
after what manaer 1 ought to govern myfelf, when I 
them, who are effeAively what 1 feem to be, pra6li£e the 
fame a£U of religion. 

The French will in a little time celebrate their cacni- 
val, or Shrove-tide. As foon as it is done, the catholics 
think of having firll aflifted at a ceremony, where 

afhes are put upon their foreheads, to make them re- 
member they were formed ^ont of the daft, and (baU 
return to dull again.*’ It is at this time they go to hear 
lermonst their prkftt explaining that which they call the 
gofptel, and frequent the churok more than onbony.*-*’ 
They apply thehdelws oAener to works «f piety ; and 
having purged their coafeaeuees by penances, nnd fecret, 
confeflions, which one man makes to Mother, they eat 
of a certain breod, which they call Tkie Saceament of Ihe 
£itchanft, where, afrer eeetidn words ^poonovDced by 
their piielt, they mill have die body of their Mcffiah to 
be J!na]ly prefent under thofe appareiit fpecies. 

This ceremony is an obligation that good Cbiiflians 
cannot di^enfe with, it being ordained by their law and 
by their great prelate, thc Bsihop^f Rome. They com- 
monly call it ConfeflKNV and commiinicating, and keep* 
btg Eafter. Ought I to hazard myfdf in comnutting fo 
horrid a ikciilege, and tempt, as I may fay, God by fo 
great a foperftition, and fo irritate our great Prophet ? 
It may be faid, perhaps, that many Jews have done the 
lame thing, and do it yet every day, to preferve ihemfelvea 
more feciirrfyi Bat how many of them haxe been dha- 
ftifbd by vifibte miracles from heaven, Md undergone ter- 
rible panifhments by the ordkanoes of the judges } 

* ^AH thefe rdle6ltonB troabk my fpirrt, O holy Pri- 
mate of the moft divine hw. I do not ehink it l:pvful 
to mock the myftcnes of any religioiv whatfoever. Tbiie 
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€k>d of tke Chriftiasts is the £une that we adore f but 
their re%ioa is quite oppoike to ours : There is a great 
difference betwixt their Jefus crucified, with all the ignol 
isinies poffible, as thcfe kffdels do believe, jnd a Maho- 
met immortal and triumphant, a groat Ijgiflator, and the 
angular ffone of the firft empire of the world. 

Give me then poiitive orders, to the end I may be 
eafed of my fcruples, aod aiay bdieve that what thou 
permitteft, may be an effeA of thy juftice, and not of a 
toleration which may be pernicious to me* 

It is true, 1 may ws^e all^hefe things in feigning to 
have done them ; but it will be more advantageous ^for 
my affairs# not to exempt myfelf, if that may be withotft 
a crime. 

Teach their a moft obedient flave what thou flialt be- 
lieve mod conducible to the glory of God, and moft pro- 
fitable for the ferviee of our ibvereign lord. I do not 
fend thee my doubts to puzzle thee, but to draw from 
thy great and foblimc getuus fuch lights as may diifipate 
the darknefs I live in. 

This donev Ibvereign Prelate, remember thy humble 
iervant, and pray our holy Pr^het, that be wiH keep 
me front perifbing. 

Paris, X5th of the zzth Moon, of the Year iQy. 


Kai&iackam. 

I RECEIVED from thy hand the fitft dii^atch that had 
been addrefled to me fiom the Sublime Porte, and I re- 
ceived it at the beginning of the year, according to the 
mobns of thde kitdele. > The date ia of the month Mit;; 
Hdge.| Thou ofdtreft me to write to thee of two things# 
and|d dp tliFic, Thou wik firft know# if diis king be 
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aged» suid of perfeft health ; and afterwards, if there be 
any hopes that the* queen may have children. Thou 
Moulded aUb have me fend bis Highnefs the piftures of 
the King, the Cardinal of Richlibu, and the eldeft fon of 
the Prince of Cond& 

As thou art one of the principal fupportB of the power 
of the Sublime Porte, elevated above all the thrones of 
the world (after the Vifier Azem, whofe orders are the 
rule of the univerfe, minifter and firft Have of the happy 
Emperor of the Ottomans), I ought to do what thou 
commandeft me. * ^ 

I tell thee then, I have feen this king thrice, nor 
doth he appear by his countenance, by his hair, or by his 
ih^, to be yet cid ; neither would it be eafy to divine 
the number of his years, if we were ignorant of the iky 
- of bis birth ; but it is known to every body, that this 
prince was born the 27th of the 9th moon of the year 
1601, according to the ftyle of the Chriftians. 

By this thou mayeft juftly calculate the age of this mo<* 
oarch, who, though he is in his flower, feems fading, be* 
caufe he hath as yet given no heir to his kingdom ; be- 
fides, his years being near forty, furpafs that of a young 
, man $ and it isobferved, that few princes arrive to a great 
♦RgC. , 

The queen may ftill lic*in, if ihe proves with child, 
which, if it flioidd happen, after twenty-three years of 
« barrennefs, it is certain^ a firuit whith hath been fo long 
in ripening, will give ad ample fubjcA of reafoning to the 
aftrdogers of Eoxope^ : ' * 

For my part, 1 fascy this Hag will fcarcc become a 
fhther,'iinlef8 be^repudiatc Uds wife, and marry another. 

It is not pc^^ted to^ be inqoifitive into the caufe of 
ihi^ fleriUty. Hereby Idiou feeft the wcakoeft ol^ thofc 
Clirillian princes, who are ftibjeAed to the laws of Rome, 
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^hicb tUnk it a crime to give themfelves heirs that are 
uot bora of lawful wedlock ; though it often happens^ 
that when fuch are wantingy this kingdojn is cxpofed 
nuDy by the diflenfions and civil wars which on thefe 
occafions arc always inevitable. ^ 

The Moll Highy who hath always proteAed the gran- 
deur of the Ottoman empirey hath left the infidels in 
thefe errorsy to the end that he might give our moil 
mighty monarchy who is the avenger of the divine unityy 
an eminence fuperior to that of all kingSy who are his 
flavesy and at the faipe time xnadd him holy above all 
the laints in the world ; and permitted us to have chil- 
dreny that may fucceed usy fbom as many wives as we 
can entertainy the children of true believers being always 
legitimate. 

1 humbly beg pardony I forgot I fpoke to theey who 
4rt wifdom itfelfy and to whom no fecrets of the law or 
ftate are unknown. 

1 will fend to Carcoa at Vienmiy the piAures of the 
Blingy of the Prince of Conde’s fon, and of the Cardinal 
Richlieuy according to the orders I received from thee, 
and they ihall be difpatchcd in little time : I would to 
heaven I could as cafity fend thee the originals ; I (hould 
at one ilroke dllarm this kingdomy which would thereby 
be liiddenly involved in fire and blood. 

.The habit 1 weary and the manner after which I livCy 
have already gained me many friends. I find means ko 
go once a weds to court. My deformity proteAs me 
againft the jealoufies of hufi)and8. Some people take me 
for a wife many and difeourie confidently in my ^refence 
of politics and affiiirs of ftate ; neither do 1 nig^IcA the 
malung ufe of every thii^ which may be advantageous 
to me in my minifiry. Thusy in doing* a thing, for the 
whi^ I have much averfiom I compafs all I defire; and 
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I aiTure thee upon my faiths it thou wilt continue to 
prated me, and aflift me with thy €Ounfek» I will do 
i&mewhat exti*aordinary. 

1 fqpplicate the great God to give a perpetual health 
to thy body, and^ make thy foul enjoy upon earth, and in 
heaven the felicity of the blefied. 

Paris, tft of the tft Moon, of the Year X4J38. 


XL— To Bebredjn^ Superior of the Ctmvenf of Dervlfes 
of Cogny^ in NtUoIla* 

1 WRIT I to thee, who art venerable by tliy age, and fo 
many long voyages which thou haft nade % thou who 
haft been fo many times on pilgrimage to Arabia, Tan-^ 
taxy,. Ferfia, and the Indies, always bave&oc, and bcg<- 
ging out of pure devotion to the faint of £unti» our great 
prophet Mahomet. 

I addrefs this letter to th<ss ; thee who besreft the fears 
of fcve-aBd-tweoty great wounds ; thee, who* haft pray^ 
ed nine-aodrftfty times in the fecre'd pordi, and adored the 
lioty myfteries in the moft reticei fenAuary of Mechai, 
and haft lived move tbaa ibveitty yeaiwaf rdigionamoogft 
«the dendfea, ushers thy merit cmaied theo to be defied 
fuperior of the convent in Natalia* 

Thou kaoweft well diat I ferve Ubi who St arbitmtor 
of the deftiny of the univerfe, 1 mein die Sultan, ibvd- 
rdgn of the woritL Learn what I heard here firom the 
mouth; of Chriftians, and paedon me, if I have not fofe 
fickndy anfwered them; 'but do not accufe me to have 
defervei deakWfar having feeihii^ly emrfed our holy law, 
him that gave it us ; and if L hBve> feemed to rsjoA 
Ui fueceffiiEs, All, Ofman, and Omau, it was mipj^eiit 
that I ihould commit feme evil, not tO' bfe the opportu- 
nity of doing much good. 
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Thgu knoweft well I am defti'ncil to fcrve ; and that 
being abfolved from all the perjuries I (hall commit, I 
may tianfgrefs the law by being permitted to lie : Thai 
fuffices. Read my letter, and learn Imw far jjieir malice 
does extend, who are enemies to ou rtrel jgion. 

To inftriidl thee better in what has nappened to me, 

I mull tell thee, that amongft thefe infidels, there is an 
order of religious much in vogue, called The Company 
of JESUS : wherein there is an infinite company of 
men, fome more able tlmn others in all forts of fciences, 
ficred and profane ; an^ according td appearance, ought 
to be very recommcndable for the holinefs of their maif- 
ners. 

Thefe religious, who are ordinarily called* Jefuits, have 
the education of the youth almofi: in all the cities of Eu- 
rope, as well as in the Indies ; and many excellent wits 
are brought up in the feminaries they have eftablifhed. 
When they preach, the people crowd to hear their fer- 
mons. They arc the confeflbrs of almofi all the princes 
and monarchs of Chrifiendom, who diicover to them 
their weaknefies, their fins, and the vices whereunto they 
are inclined ; and receive from them, upon their knees, 
like (laves, fuch penance as tliey think fit to impofe on 
them. 

A man may fay of them, that being difpenfers of pe- 
nances, they are alfo the mafters of recompenfes. They 
are habited in a long veft of black wool, which defeends 
to their heels. They go not barefoot, but their veft- 
ments are fimple. They obferve great modefty in all 
their a6lions ; they march with gravity, never go alone, 
and fuffer not their beards to grow. They apply* them- 
fclves to edify the good, and to correft the bad. ^ 

. The founder of this order was a foldier, called Igna- 
tius. ^he Spaniards will have him to have been of their 
z B 
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nation : and the French affirm that he is of that -part of 
Navarre, which is fubje6t to the -crown of France. If 
Vhou wouldeft have me to fpeak the truth, P think this 
founder was a good man, fediig all liis difciples are men 
of good cxatnpl^, great modefty in their aftions, and 
very difereet in all their undertakings. 

This Ignatius began to ftudy the grammar in his feven- 
and-thirticlh year, which would make one believe he took 
lefs pains to become a faint than a fcholar. His enemies 
call hl3 difciples, The Politicians of the Church ; and I, 
on the contrary, cfiH them Th% Camtla of Efaii ; be- 
caufe, in bearing the burden of the affairs of their reli- 
gion, they aft loaded more than others, and forced to 
couch under tlieir burdens* There is one thing feems 
ffrange in them, to wit, that they (hould name tliemfclves 
The Religious of the Society of JESUS ; as if they had 
a defign to diftinguifli themfelves from other Chriitians, 
and that this title, which is particular to them, ought not 
only to agree to all the other religious, but to all the fol- 
lowers of the NAZARITE. 

If they follow the precepts of their father Ignatius, 
thou muft needs approve their way of living. He has 
taught no other way than that of obedience to thofc 
that profefs his order. He ordains, that thofe who en- 
ter into this fociety^ do abandon themfelves to the difcrc- 
tion of their fuperiors : And they affirm, tliat if the 
Pope commands them to pafs the fea in a veffel without 
oars, without fails, and without a rudder, they would 
obey, and muft pafs. And fome having reproached them 
that there was folly in fuch blind obedience, they anfvver. 
That wifdom ought to be obferved in the commandments, 
pnd that it ought not to be fearched in obedience. Make 
refieitions upon this fentence, which is conformable to 
our laws. 



Book I. * 


A SPY AT PARIS. 


^7 

To inform thee of the power an. I great nefs of this or- 
der, it fiifficcs to tell thee, that during fixtcen years tha\ 
this foldicr governed it, he faw an hiindved colleges id 
Italy, in Germany, in France, and iniSpain ;^nd that in 
Rome, which was founded by BorgM^-i’fth been, as may 
be faid, the parent of all the reft. Judge hereby the 
number of their houfes and difciples. 

Having one day met with one of this fociety who un» 
derftood the Oriental languages, and who converfing 
with me, did not believe he difeourfed with a muffulman, 

I heard him vomit injurious and fearful imprecations 
againft hfahomet, againft his law, and againft all true be- 
lievers, I have fo much horror to write to thee all he 
faid, that I W'ill tell thee but fome few of them ; and the 
rather to divert thee by the knowledge of the errors of 
our erjemics ; and alfo that thou mayeft not be afflided 
at fome things not very reafonablc, which are obferved 
in many of the precepts of the law which we follow.—* 
Let this be faid, as if I had not fpoken it, feeing I pour 
fcankly the fecrets of my heart into thy bofom ; nowife 
doubting, but thou kuoweft to be filcnt in'^w'hat may 
caufc my death. This jefuit maintains, that the muf- 
f ulmans are not wife in following the precepts of a drunk- 
ard, who forbade drinking of wine, and committed ex- 
ceffes himfclf, when he thought he was unobferved. He 
maintains farther, that it is foolifh to give credit to fucli 
a fellow, who makes a paradife to conflft of beautiful wo- 
men, where one may abandon hiftifelf to all forts of plea- 
fiirc and debauchery ; and that he hath not fofefeen a 
hell, where he, and all his followers, ought to fuifer the 
pains due to their crimes. He adds farther, that one 
muft be very fooliih to adore a blafphemer, who hath • 
* comma^ed his law fliould be maintained by the Iword^ 
when ^pcpu|d not be fupported by rcafon. 
zTv B 2 
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The father did not leave off fo : he fdid, that ‘feeing 
the Alcoran Is filled with dreams, with bellialitics, with 
blafphemies and impurities, the mufties, the do6lors, and 
interpreters of the hw, muft be in a great blindnefs not 
to condemn a p<y^»^ed, an cnclianter, who gives for the 
precepts of his religion, the x:ommittIng cf violences, rob- 
beries, and all that may fatisfy the moft irregular appe- 
tites, What extravagancy, urged he, to adore the heel 
of fo vile a . flave as Mahomet, and to beheve,^ upon his 
report, that Jacob’s father was his porter, to deify his 
camel, and to place it in heaven He adds farther, that 
there is nothing fo abfurd as to command the Turks to 
wafli their bodies, when their fouls are dcHled with filth ; 
to give them at the fame time charity by precept, and to 
command them robberies by devotion. It feems alfo to 
him foolifh, to believe that Mahomet is the only true 
prophet, the only agreeable perfon to God ; and to fwear 
afterwards by one hundred and twenty-four ihoufand pro- 
phets. He ftill entertains me with this fort of difeourfe. 

But all this (O great Dervife !) is nothing ; he vomits 
yet this damnable herefy ; that the wickedeft wretches, 
and the moft deteftable that ever lived, were Judas, Ma- 
homet, and Luther ; that thefe two laft, as moft impious, 
are the more tormented in hell. Judas, he faid, fuffered 
lefs pains, becaufe, if he betrayed his Lord, he was one 
of the inftruments of the redemption of all mankind ; 
whereas, the others in damning themfelves, damned alfo 
an infinite number of other people. This jefuit would 
have continued his blafphemies, if Cardinal Richlieu, in 
whofe anti-chamber we were, had not come out of his 
clofet to go to the king. 

« I had been filent all this while, becaufe he gave me not 
a moment’s liberty to fpeak. At length he afked me at 
parting. If I was not of his fentiments ? And I ^(wer* 
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cd p wifely thus : My father, if thou art a good man, I 
approve what thou fayeft, bccaufe thou fpeakeft out of 
true zeal ; but if thou beeft a hypociwt^, I difapprov^ 
all ; becaufe thou (halt be damned wjrh Mahomet and all 
the muflulmans. A- • 

The jefuit fmiled, not comprehending the venom which 
lay hid in my anfwer. But doft thou not believe, thou 
who art a dervife, the moft illuminated, that a man, of 
what religion foever he be, provided he be a good man, 
may be happy after his death ? Tell me, I pray thee, thy 
opinion herein ; it is a^ioint very important to be decid- 
ed. i 

As for me, I begin really to think that there may be 
faints amongft the Chriftians, as there are amongH us. I 
have feen and underftand many things that denote true 
piety in fome of them ; and we muft acknowledge, that 
the precepts of their law have fomewhat of juft ; and if 
they be well obferved, they feem no Icfs holy to me than 
odr own. They have one article that puzzles me ; they af- 
firm there is but one truth ; fo that we are loft, if we 
are not Chriftians, or they are damned, if they are not 
Mahometans. 

And this is what I had to fay to thee in this matter $ 
but 1 (hall not end this difeourfe without fome violent 
fcruples of confcience. Pray the great God with me, 
that he will illuminate my underftanding with inward 
lights, until the man promifed by our Holy Prophet, the 
man, I fay, who ought to be boin of his race, be defeend- 
cd upon the earth ; who is to fee all kings humbled in 
Ills prcTence, and to unite with jefus the two religions, 
that they may make but one. 

In the mean time, let us live as honeft men, who liavp 
fin in horror, like the plague, which poifons the foul; 
and J^ply ourfclvcs, as much as in us lies, to what is tru- 

»3 
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ly good ; and above all things, let us carefully obfervc 
this precept, written in the book of their law, but is not 
4way9 imprintt'd, in their hearts, “ Never do to others, 
no not to thy enenr^s, that which thou wouldft not have 
done to thyfclf.”^^^ duke of Guife gave an example of 
tills to all France ; and it is what thou oughteH to preach 
in the vaft empire of the muffulmans. This prince fur- 
prifed a villain that would have aflaffinated him, who con. 
feiTed that the intered of liis religion (which was that of 
Calvin), had obliged him to form a defign to take him 
away, to deliver himVelf, apd thof« of his party, from fo 
great an enemy. The duke, inftead of caafing him to 
fuffer the pains due to fo black an enterprife, pardoned 
Inm, contenting himfelf to tell him, Friend, if thy re- 
ligion obliged thee to k31 me, without hearing me ; my 
religion obliges me to give thee thy life and liberty now 
I have heard thee : Go thy ways and amend tbyfelf.’^ 
This prince was then general of Charles IX.’s army. 

Sage Bedrcdin, our Mahomet never (bowed fuch ge- 
nerous fentiments, when he preferibed in his law this pre- 
cept again ft Chrifiians, that had never offended him.~ 
** When you encounter the infidels, kill them, and cut 
off their heads, impiifon them, and keep them in chains, 
until they have paid their ranfoms, or uiitfl you find it 
requifite to fet them at liberty. Perfecute them until 
they have all fubmitted, or are entirely overthrown.” 

Obferve in this letter what may be of ufe to thee. 
Paj-don, by friendfhip, the frank manner of writing, and 
remember Mahmut in thy prayers, who perfonates a 
Chriftian, and is in his heart a moft faithful muffulman. 
If it be in thy power to fuccour me, never do me any in- 
jiuy. God proteft and govern thy great age to the laft 
moment. 

Paris, a8th of the %d Moon, of the year 1638. 
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Chirurgi Mu HAMM ft, Bajfa. 

The queen Is with child, when leaft j^pefted, whicl^ 
occafions iriuch joy at court, efpccially to the. king, who 
after fo many years of marriage, wl^ibecome a father. 

Thou who haft applied thyfelf fo long to the ftiidies 
of aftrology in the fchoola of Egypt, yet makeft profeC- 
fion of this divine art, which difeovers thee things the 
moft hidden to thee ; w'ho readeft fo learnedly in the 
book of heaven, whatever the ftars have traced there ; 
who haft: found the moment of their fifing and difappear- 
ing, with the intervals betwixt thefe two times, and the 
caufes which render their motion quicker or flower ; thou^ 
who penetrateft into the moft hidden fecrets of men, and 
knoweft the feafons of famine, of fhipwrecks, of vidlor- 
ies, and lols of battle ; Divine in God’s name, great in- 
terpreter of the fecrets of nature, wifer than Albumazar 
and Ptolemy, what will become of this impregnation ; 
and whether it be true, that this child that is to be boro, 
has been more than two hundred and iieventy moons in 
forming. 

If thou bclieveft what I writ laft to thee to be impof- 
fible, fay nothing of it ; it would be no CKdic to me to 
pafs for the author of a novel, that has no grounds of 
truth. 

The city of Paris is in an inconceivable joy^; and this 
joy is fpread all over France. Thou mayeft perceive by 
that, the pailion of this people to fee their king a father^ 
It is true they have much to hope by it ; but k is as cer- 
tain they have yet much to apprehend, feeing all thek 
hopes vanifh in an inilant. 

Nature ufes all her power when (he forms a man, th{ 
moft pjerfedl of all creatures. But there needs but a flight 
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fall to deftroy this workmanfhip before it is finilhed, as 
well as after. 

\ I have heard^ great many people qiieftion much the 
fex and life of thStwhich will be born. 

All the convcrfatjpn at the court, at Paris, and in all 
the kingdom, is no more of wars, of leagues, of peace or 
naval preparations ; they all rowl upon the bringing-to- 
bed of women. 

There will be other reafoning in fomc fmall time in 
Chriftendom, and even amongft us, if the queen do not 
xnifearry ; France being no left confiderable amongil 
other kingdoms, than the Bourbons are amongil men. 
Henry IV. who introduced the crown into this branch 
of the family, was a prince very brave ; and if we live 
long enough to fee his grandchildren, we (hall fee whe« 
ther they will have as much courage as the chief of theiSr 
family. 

As for thee, thou wilt have wherewith to divert thee, and 
exercife thy talents, if this queen be brought-to-bed happily 
of a prince. 1 (hall in the mean time be very exadl to mark, 
not only the days and hours, but the lead minutes ; to 
the end thou xnayft know, by the fituation of the planets, 
which ordinarily regulate the inclinations of men, in 
what manner' a prince, fo long expeded, will regulate bis 
affairs, and confequently thofe of others. 

It is a great whUe (ince we have had any commerce 
here with the fun, there being forty-nine days fince tliis 
beauteous planet appeared to us ; and the cold is fo vio- 
lent, that it has changed, as I may fay, the waters of the 
Siene, a large river, into cryllal. Do not look upon 
thefe ed'edls as extraordinary ; it happens here frequent 
enough ; for, when the days are (horteft, the cold is moft 
intenfe. Thou knowell that this climate is very incon. 
flant. I have often feen, in a little fpace of time^rain,. 
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hail, fiR)w, and terrible winds ; and prefently after, the 
air becoming fair and ferene. This inconftancy of the 
climate has its advantages : for if the fa^^ weather do no(f 
laft long, the foul is aUb of lefs duratiV^. 

Fail not, upon the receipt of my letter, to communi. 
cate the news 1 fend thee to the Grand Vilier, without 
telling him the refledlions which I make. They arc of 
no ufe to fuch great minifters ; particularly by us, who 
are in comparifon of them but vile (laves, always fubjeft 
to the fentenecs they pronounce of us. 

Love me, and conCuk the ftars to know whether thou 
wilt be always faithful to me ; and, if it be by force or 
inclination. 

As for myfelf, I alTurc thee, that following the incli- 
nation of my heart, I will conferve thee that fidelity 
which I owe by obligation. 

Paris, 23 th of the 2 d Moon, of the Year 1538. 


• XIII.— To Carcoa at Vienna, 

7h£ Kaimacbam commands me forthwith to fend the 
pictures of the King of France, the eldcft fon of the 
Prince of Conde, and of the Cardinal Richlieu. I caufed 
them fuddenly to be copied from the originals, by an Ita- 
lian pointer, who paffes for one of the bell of thefe timei.^ 
Thefc three heads arc the principal of France, if not 
of all Europe : The firfl, by reafon of a great and po- 
tent kingdom, which is this day more flourifhing than all 
others : The fecond, by reafon exf his nobility or royal 
blood, and by his extraordinary courage : And thd third, . 
by a wife conduA in a miniftry full of difficulties ; be- 
ing, as it were, the abfolute mafter of difgraces and 
compjbfee^. 

. a 
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As foon as tliefe pictures are delivered to thc^ whole 
and well conditioned, pay the exprefs 1 difputched to 
^thee the fum ^ntained in the biUs, which he will pre- 
fent to thee froiiiKme. That done, fend the packet to 
Conllantinople,. wfthout lofs of time» and addrefs it to 
the Kaimacham. * 

I befeech thee order the bufinefs of my penfion fo that 
I fhall not need to defire the payment of it.. Seild me 
prefently what is ordered me for my fubfiftence. No^ 
thing in the world appears fo terrible to me, as to be 
obliged to afl<. » ^ 

1 have only monies for fix days, though 1 fhould cat 
nothing but raw herbs and water. Both coil money here ; 

and every thing is fold very dear, except civilities and' 
obliging terms, which you liavc for nothing, and where- 
of they are very liberal.^^ I muft live, I mull have clothes, 
and go to court ; for all which there mull be bread, cloth 
or ferges, and coach hire. 

Thou knoweil at prefent my wants, fufier me not to^ 
languiih with expeAation. Thou wilt injure the em- 
peror, and not Mahmut, if thou dolb not readily aflifl. his 
Save. 

The great God preferve thy life, if thou doell net for- 
get. me ; and give thee grace to be fober, in a country 
where people do not always drink wine to quench their 
ihirfi* 

Paris, 28th of the 3d Moon, of tbe Year 


XIV. — 7b William Vospxl, a Chrytlan of Aufria. 

1 AM obliged to thee for the confidence thou hall in me 
'in declaring to me thy lofles. Another would have re* 
joiced in hearing of thy two adventures : but as not 
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believe; it is a great evil to lofe a wife, fo I cannot think 
it ig a confiderable good to turn monk. It is impol&ble 
for me to forbear telling thee, that I find thy refolutiop 
too fudden to approve of it. Thou not the caufe of 
the lofs thou haft fuffered, and yet retireft into a convent 
to do penance, as if thou hadft committed a crime. 

Is it neceffary thou torment thy body for the death of 
a wife, if thou haft not murdered her I If thou didft love 
her, becaufe ihe was difcreet, it is not impoffible to find 
another as prudent. If her beauty charmed thee, there 
are enough that may gleafe ; but if >thou wcrt weary of 
being a hulband, why art thou then of being a wddower ? 
Tell me, what wilt thou do at prefent in the convent 
thou art (hut up in ? The Carmelites arc wife indeed, but 
know not all things. It is true, they are very devout, 
but not exempted from fiu : Finally, they are men, and 
too auftcre. How canft thou fo fuddenly accuftom thy- 
felf to that kind of life thou haft chofen, and become at 
once chafte and fober ? As for me, who am no Chriftian 
^ as thou art, and more reftrained in my pleafures than 
thou haft hitherto been, I cannot underftand what I fee 
in that order thou art entered into ; neither can I figure 
to myfclf, how a* man barefooted, without a Ihirt, covered 
with a coarfe habit of wool, who is no mafter of crowns^ 
and who hath no armies, (liould abfolutdy command, not 
only another man, but many, who obey blindly what he 
requires of them. 

To live well in thy order, thou muft faft ; the leaft 
faults are not pardoned ; thou muft receive offences with 
thanks : Finally, the combat is affured and conftant, and 
there is but little certitude of the crown which bught to 
be the reward. Thy greateft friend is obliged to betray 
thee, and thou ^ilt be deprived (as it may be faidjTof 
th^ements^ to make tlrtc defirc the ufc of the water, 
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air^ earthy and fire. I cannot perfuade myfeify th^t there 
are fo many things required to make a faint ; for when 
thou loved Gody as much as it is in thy power to duy 
and palTeft evoy^dayy as if it were thy lad, I believe 
thou wilt live and die a juft man. Return me an anfwei'y 
and let me know, if what 1 write to thee be conformable to 
right reafon ; ory that I am deceived in my opinion. The 
friendfliip I have for thee obliges me to write as 1 do^ 
and to tell thee all I think that regards thee, becaufe af- 
ter thou had taken thy laft refolutiony I would rather fee 
th^e fuffer with conftancy all the evils imaglnablcy than to 
fee thee ohange with coufufion. There are many wJio 
have abandoned with diamey the places which they en- 
tered in triumph 5 and how many have been pulhed by 
their defpair to commit follies which feemed a&ioos of 
piety, which they had never undertaken in their right 
wits. 

We fee in our hidorlesy that many great men have 
caufed thcmfelvcs to be circumcifed, thereby to have com» 
merce with the Jews, and be indrufted in their doftrine,- 
finding their ancient temple magnificent, venerable^ holy,, 
and full of majefty. We alfo read, that Pythagoraa 
clothed himfelf in white, and (laid fome time amoiigft 
the folitaries of Mount Carmel, to learn the myfieries of 
their religion. His curioiity was the occafion of this, 
great man's voyage,, as their ignorance had caufed the. 
fame defign in others. It is not the defire to be indnift- 
ed, which made thee* enter into the convent ; the afflic- 
tion for the lofs tliou haft fiiffered, made thee take this 
refolution. Take heed of quitting it by a repentance, 
whicdi would prove an excels of folly. The Jews are at* 
prefent vagaboods, without law, without a kingdom,, 
without altars ; and according to the Alcoran, they will; 
be metamorphofed into afles# to carry the fouls of 
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Wicked Mahometans into hell. Who knows what will 
become of the Carmelites ? They fay, Elias is not dead, 
but is to return to the earth, to combat, thofe men who 
(hall rife to trouble the world about the ^ablifhing a 
new religion. Stay ftill where thou art, or return pre- 
fently from whence thou cameft ; left, after too long a 
fiay, to come out in form, thou commit a fault that 
God will not eafily pardon ; which will doubtlcfs happen, , 
if thou perfudde thyfelf, that thou canft not find the* 
way to heaven, but out of the noife of the world. 

If thou doft not I advife tliCe well, do thou bet- 
ter ; but, above all things, govern thyfelf fo, that Qod’ 
may not reproach thee one day, ^liat a Moldavian gave 
thee good advice, and thou didft iiegled it. The worft' 
of Turks might give the fame advice that 1 do, as 
good Chriftian ; and it would be no furprlfing thing, if 
thou receiveft better from a Mahometan. • Thefe barba*^ 
rlans arc fufficicntly inftruAed in morality to teach others 
that which they do not always praftife thcmfclvcs. Vir- 
tue and truth arc icfpefted every where. Turn thee 
from eaft to weft, from the fouth to the north, thou wilt 
find on all fides impious men who blafpheme againft the 
Deity ; but true virtue has that of fingiilar, that (he is' 
always refpt£ted, and even by the moft profligate. 

Confult once again thy forces and thy courage, an^’^ 
take a better refolution, If thou art not yet well fixed ia^ ^ 
thy firft. Titus falutcs thee out of this world ; and praya 
heaven to give thee the plcafures of the happy, in thy 
folitude, if thou beeft no hypocrite, and if thou haft not 
yet repented of thy refolution thou haft taken. 

Paris, aStk of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1638* 
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XV. — Vi Ibrahim, v)ho renounced the Chilfllan Reti^hn. 

Hou hall renpuaced thy religion, either to favc thy 
life, or for fome otlier coniideration. 1 do not fay this 
to make thee fcrupulous, but in quality of refident in 
thib kingdom, to ferve here the Sultan emperor of both 
feas, and of the two parts of the earth, diHributer of all 
Cl owns ; the grandeur of whofe majefty, 1 beg of God, 
may lall until the day of univerfal judgment. 1 advife 
thee to take heed, not to folicit thofe infidels, whofe re* 
Ugron thou had abaifdoncd, to i Ujj the fame courfe that 
tliou hall done^ 

Thou haft written to thy brother, that he is become a 
beggar, becaufe he renounces his God a thoufand times 
at play ; and that tliou art at prefent very rich, for hav- 
ing renounced him but once, and by that thou exhorted 
him to turn MulTuIman. 

I thought good to wilte to thee, that fouls arc not to 
be gained with a letter and a feurvy jtft. Think of be- 
eoming a good man after thy change of religion, and 
give no occafion to the Marfeillians to fay, that thou art 
infamous, becaufe thou hall renounced thy faith, and that 
wc are all damned, becaufe we are Mahometans. If thou 
dod not approve the advice I give, I fliall be obliged to 
acquaint the Porte with what fliall come to my know- 
ledge ; which 1 fliall dp with regret, becaufe thou mayed 
iuffer by it. 

The great God make thee rather wife than fortunate. 

Paris, i8th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1638. 


XVI. — Dichiv HvssBiM, 

.As the knowledge which I fliall have of affairs win aug- 
ment daily, fo 1 ihall have the mre natter tg^Hte : 
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and omit no occafion to remark what occurs, which 
I will not fail immediately to communicate. Thou, who 
with great application obferveft what . paffeth amongft 
men, and art deiirous of knowing the mok fecret tranf- 
aAions of potentates; thou mayeft obferve, that there 
are more violent enmities betwi&t the Chriilian princes of 
Europe, than all the other printes of the world. 

I cannot comprehend whence it is, that thefe infidels 
cannot live in peace ; and, perhaps, they do not com- 
prehend it themfelves. It feems a decree of heaven, that 
man ought to be contrary to man,*and that whilll there 
are kingdoms there will, be wars and enmities. < 

The wars which arc carried on ai prefent in Alface, 
look as if they would laft long. The death of Guftavus 
Adolphus, King of Sweden, the fecond fcourge of the 
Imperialifts, who was flain fix years fince, did not termU 
nate the differences of Germany ; they are greater than 
ever $ and there appears in the new generals of the ar- 
mies, valter defigns than thofc in tlteir predeceffors. Per- 
haps they will revenge the death of Gufiavus, who was 
killed, not as the Chriftians affirm, but by one of the 
forty Germans whp had bound themfelves by oath never 
to quit their fwords before they had flain him, as the 
Turkifh hiilorians do write. 

Duke Barnard Weymar, of no lefs valour than Gufia^ 
vus, commands the reft' of the^Swedifh army, with a 
good number of French troops, and many Chrillian he- 
retics of Germany. ViSory attends the arms of tins* 
general ; and the princes which are united for defence 
of the empire begin to apprehend a captain, who ob- 
ferves lefs the, rules of war than the emotions oT this va« 
lour, and whom they perceive feconded by fortune. But 
he doth not confider, that in weakening an emperor he 
dpth augment the fpmes of a hing,, who will.enjoy the 
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fraits of liis labours, and fupprefs him in fpite of his 
bravery when lie pl^afes. In the mean time, I am of 
opinion, that it. is our intercft that Weymar be aWays 
vidorious. It may be faid of him, that he hath fold to 
France all but his gloiy, having referved nothing for 
lunifelf but hope. 

All that this duke can conquer from the Germans is 
for the French king, who furnifties him w’ith troops, 
with arms, and with money, befides wife advice. Cardinal 
Richlieu, who is an able ilatefman, fads not to perfuade 
his miller, that the places which Weymar fhall take ia 
the empire with the army which he commands, are the 
effefts of his counfcls and his majefty^fe money. The 
French begin to preferve their conqiiefts, and know how 
to defend the places which are fubjeft to their power. 

This prince makes acquifitions, which are in truth of 
more importance than they feem confiderable for their 
greatnefs. He took Rhindfeld alinolt as foon as he had 
beficged it. The place was ftrong, feated near the Black 
Foreft, where the garrifon was furnifhed with abundance 
of all forts of ammunitions. 

John de Wert, general of the Imperial army, had rc^ 
lieved it with nine regiments of horfc and 5000 foot. 
He defeated Wey mar’s horfe, took part of his baggage 
and artillery. The Duke of Rohan, a great captain 
and great ftatcfman, \|p8 hurt, and taken fighting ^ and 
the city relieved wdth men, ammunition and vlfiuals^ 
which rendered the taking of it more glorious. 

They write, that two Imperial generals, the fald John 
de Wert, which had fuccoured Rhindfeld, Euhenfort, as 
alfo ]>uke SaveUi, had been taken in a combat which 
preceded the rendition of the place, befides 30 comets 
and 19 foot captains. Thcfc fpoils were gained by the 
UDod of the Swed€ 8 | .aad fent to the French king 



Book 1. 


A SPY AT PARIS. 


41 


after ha had caufed them to march through all the ftrects 
of this great city, commanded them to be hung up in 
the principal church, where I faw and confidcred then* 
as marks of the triumphs of policy. The fiegc of this 
place laded hut eighteen da^s. 

The Duke of Weymar, after this victory, marched 
into the marquifate of Durlach, where he took the caftle 
of Rotelen, defended by the King of Hungary ; in 
which he found great ftore of provilions, and all forts of 
ammunitions, which ferved greatly for the refrelhing of 
his then needy army. • 

In the mean time, Duke Savelli efcaped out of pti- 
fon, and retired to Luzerne in Switzerland. The offi- 
cers that guarded him were accufed of favouring his 
cfcape, which cod them their heads. 

All I write to thee is mod true, and thou mayeft caufe 
my letters to be enregidered. God grant that Brifac, to- 
gether with all Alfatia, may fall into the French hands, 
and that the Emperor of Germany be fubjeded to the 
law of the Ofmans, I'hou feed the time come, where- 
in the French make conqueds without being prefent at 
them.” The king of this nation appears not only happy 
but is fo in reality ; all things fucceeding that he under- 
takes. His queen's being with child, and the cardi- 
nal’s policy, puzzle the Spaniards and empire, and Italy it-* 
felf. What will happen none knows, but God and Ma- 
homet. It is our duty to humble ourfelves, and fay what 
we fee, and not be fo rafh as to penetrate into the fu- 
ture. 

Do what thou canft by thy intrigues to augment the 
German lodes, for the reafons thou knowed ; an J parti- 
cularly to facilitate the Sultanas conqued in Hungary| 
AfTid^ in the mean time, the poor and faithful Mahmut^ 
not j\rith the fword that cuts every thing, but by good* 
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counfel, by which wc ordinarily perceive the reunion of 
what the fword hath feparated : and ] will pray the Moft 
Higli, that all the infidels bow the knee before Amu- 
rath) and that all that breathe may enjoy their live8> but 
by an cfFe 61 of his clemency. 

Paris 20th of the 4fh Moon, of the Year 1638. 


XVII . — To Achmit Bexg.^ 

1 RECEIVE none of ?thy letters ; ( receive none from the 
Divan ; and 1 have none from any of my friends. Italy, 
where there are fo many people proper for war, that pro- 
vince which hath commanded the world, is at this time 
troubled by the arms of France. The Pope and Vene- 
tians, who appear to have the principal intereft there, 
make no advance to divert the ilorm that threatens them. 
Piedmont, which belongs to the Duke of Savoy, begins 
to feel the incommoditics that war draws always with 
That date is in the midd of the Spaniards who attack it, 
and the French ruin it in defending it. 

Thcfc laft cannot abandon the intereftof the houfc of 
Savoy, the ducliefs being their king’s fifter, and her chil- 
dren bis nephews* The French arc already (trong on that 
fide, having a great garrifon in Pignerol, a place very 
confiderable, which they call one of the gates of Italy, 
whereof they have been maders fince the year 1631 ; and 
their power will much increafe by the accefilon of the 
fort of Breme, which may be termed a rampart, cover- 
ing Cazal and Vercelle, and which alfo defends both 
Montferrat and Piedmont. The Marquis of Leganez,^ 
jg^Qvevnor of Milan, having rendered himfelf mader of the 
field, had laid ficgc to Breme ; and Marfhal Crequi, hav- 
ing in the name of the king his mader, undertaken, the 
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defence of the young Duke of Savoy, oppofcd the dc- 
lign of the Spaniards. It is believed the war will bc 
cruel in this quarter, being thefe are very lliong, andthq 
other very expert. - 

Thou (halt know the event. In the mean time, all 
the’ affairs of the French do not appear fo fortunate in 
Italy ; and, at this hour that I write to thee, the court 
laments the lofs of the general that commanded their ar- 
mies in that country. 

There is certain news of the death of Marfhal Crequi, 
who was (hot with a carbon bullet thA>ugh the body, as 
he was going to view the Spaniards works before Bremif. 
This lofs was by fo much the more fenfible to the French, 
in that they faw their enemies make fuch great rejoicings 
at it. 

All men conclude, this Crequi was both a good fol- 
dler and a good captain, a wife man, and of excellent 
conduct. He had acquired great reputation for the 
king his mailer in Italy. He flew Don Philip, bafiard 
of Savoy, who challenged him in the fight of two armies. 
He feveral times defeated his fovereign’s enemies in Mont* 
ferrat, and in Piedmont, and beat ba(^ the Dukeof Feria 
to the gates of Milan. 

There remains no more of this great man, who did 
fo many brave things, but the bare remembrance of them. 

Scarce any thing of his body, fave his entrails, was left 
for his foldiers to celebrate his obfequies with. His foul 
is before the throne of God ; his friends honour his me* 
mory with their elogies ; his kindred mourn for him ; his 
fovereign praifes him, and his foldiers crown his tomb 
with herbs and flowers. 

The Italians fay highly upon this occafion, that Italy^ 
has begi fatal to the French, and that it will be fo al- 
ways^ They affijm, that the Duke of Savoy will loft 
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his cftate, if defeated by his enemies^ which he Will like- 
wife do by the viftory of his friends. But thefe are the 
<conje<5ture8 and ordinary reafonings oT men, which I write 
to thee, to the end thou mayeft not only know what is 
done, but alfo the difeourfes which arc entertained upon 
the events that happen. We (liall (hortly have news of 
the fiege of Breme ; in the mean time, it imports the 
French much, to conferve the opinion had of their valour 
and goodnefs. 

The bufinefs in hand is to defend a great and Illuftri- 
OUB houfe, which moreover pretends to the fovereignty 
of the kingdom of Cyprus, troubled by the ambition of 
kindred, and the politics of the Spaniards. Thefe en- 
gagements import much to princes, who have as many 
maxims as differing interefts ^ but we have nothing to dor 
with the differences of others. 

May it pleafe God, that our affairs be alway attended* 
with an equality of good luck, for the mm of thefe in- 
fidels. Be thou conftant in the friendfhip thou promifedflr 
me, and always faithful to thy friend, who recommends 
faimfelf to thee, as the law obliges thee to be to thy fo- 
vereign4 

Paris, setb of the 4th Moon, of the Year 163?. 


XVIII. — To Blrber Mustapha, 

I THIS day entertained a man which came from Italy, 
and hath ferved in the French troops. He gives this ac- 
count of the death of Marihal Crequi. 

Tht 1 7 th of this moon, this general having approached 
the lines of the Spaniards to view their works, and to 
^fight them, in cafe he judged it expedient, a cannon 
bullet feparated his body in two ; and, the bullet being 
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taken 139, they were furprifed to fee a crofs graved upon 
it, about which were alfo engraved letters, which made 
thefe two words, TO CREQUI. This bullet, the crofs^ 
and the letters, caufed no lefs adoniihment thaft the death 
of this captain did forrow 5 and every man fpoke his fen- 
timents of it. 

Many treat the Spaniards as magicians and forcerers. 
Thofe who are perfiiaded of the power of necromancy, 
afi&rm, that the devil can carry a bullet to the place whi- 
ther it is defigned : others are of a contrary fentiment, 
and believe there is no ppwer without *thc commandment 
of the Great God. There are others, who believe neiw 
ther charms, nor charaAers, nor magic ; who, defpifing 
all thefe fuperftitions, attribute all to Dcftiny 5 and I be- 
lieve the fame. Ahmet Cclcbi explains this perfeftly well 
in his Journal, which begins in the 1026th year of our 
Hegira ; when he affirms, that all things which pafs here 
below arc efFcAed by the orders of heaven, We can* 
not doubt (fays he) but the events which we fee, are 
tjie effcAs of the will of God ; yet we mull believe, he 
fuffers all things to happen by fecond caufes.” 

Had not Sultan Ofman irritated the Janizaries and 
Spahi’s, by throwing them into the river alive, when 
he ran difguifed through the ftreets of Conftantinopic, 
and found them drinking wine in taverns : and had he 
not publiihed his defign of reforming his militia, and 
tranfporting the imperial feat elfcwherc, he had not per- 
haps been murdered with fo much ignominy. 

God fent him a terrible dream before his death. He 
thought he faw our great Prophet fnatching the Alco- 
ran, which he was then reading, out of his hand, and 
taking from him by force bis coat of arms, and ftriking 
him down with fuch a great box on the ear, that he 
could^not get up again. Thou knoweft he confulted the 
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aftrologcrs, and interpreters of dreams thereupon. * I will 
not repoi t what he, who wavS his preceptor, faid, for it 
was plain flattery ; but we faw, what was foretold by 
the aftrologers came puncliually to pafs. Tbcfe had fore- 
told, that the emperor fliould never fee the feaft of Rame- 
zan, hecaufe the liar which preflded at his birth, was 
much obfeitred in its conjundlion with the phnet that 
was then predominant ; 'which made them affirm, he 
would die in a very little time. The ignominy wherewnth 
Ills death was accompanied, was an effeft of deftiny ; 
for never any of t^ie Ofinans ffffTered fo much fliamc. 
He had fevcral times fecn the fatal cord about his neck 
without dying. A foldicr, in charity, lent him his hand- 
kerchief to cover his head, which was without a turban. 

He faid, all in tears, to his murderers, Ye faw this 
morning your emperor upon the throne, and this evening 
you are for throwing him into a dung-cart, defigned to 
carry dirt into the fea : you cannot live always, and God 
will require a reafon for this cruelty.” Thou knoweft 
his refilling of t^ofe that ilrangled him, caufed him ta 
fuffer much pain. They took hold of him by the fccrct 
parts ; and one of hia ears 'was cut off, and carried to the 
Valide, who expefted the news of his death. The will 
of God appears in this adventure ; as alfo, the power of 
fecond caufes. Thou mayefl fee all this in the Journal of 
Ahmet. Had not Marfhal Crequi been in the wars, he 
had not perhaps ended his days by a violent death ; and 
had he not been fo i afli as to approach too near to the 
enemies works, the fatal bullet had not touched him. 

We fee hereby an effeft of God*s will accompanied 
with our confent ; becaufe we fearch by our own choice 
tjiat which we might avoid. 

In the mean time, accufe me not of ignorance or fu- 
perflition, if I have been long in entertaining thee, upon 
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a matter in aftlon bctwiact man and the devil. Thou 
knoweft that by magic art, wc number the twelve fpirits 
or angels, which prefide over each of the figns of th^ 
zodiac, which govern the nations, people, and cities 
committed to their care. In like manner, in the fccrct 
caballa of the Jews, by the twelve anagrams of the 
great name of God, and according to the colour of the 
Itones where thefe anagrams were engraved, they judged 
the future ; performing thereby things very aftonilhing. 
They have fubjeded our bodies to thefe twelve figns, and 
divided them into twelve principal nrembers. But how 
many furprifing things are done with tlie number feven, i 
to which they have applied the feven planets ; by means 
whereof they difeover the fecrct of the good or evil for- 
tune of men ? Add to this, the invocation of fpiiils, and 
the power of figures, of words, of herbs, of writings, 
of holy charadters, and fo many other inchantments, 
wherewith they confult the black angels ; and thou wilt 
find that men do many wonders by this art, which they 
cannot do without fupernatural affiltance. 

The little bits of paper, cut triangularwifc, which 
Tockta Cham, the King of Periia’s general, caufed to 
be thrown in the night round about the imperial tent of 
the great Vifier Alls (in each of which there was a cer- 
tain word writ) wrought more confiderable effefts, than 
the Spaniard’s inchanted bullet, which killed Marlhal 
Crequi. The Ottoman army revolted the day following, 
as If poflelTed with furies. The moft feditious took and 
bound the Vifier, and made him raife the ficgc of B'^by- 
^on : And the King of Perfia, who had already difmiPed 
Muftapha Aga, our envoy, with the treaty, wherry he 
furrendered this place, being advertifed of the precipitate^ 
retreat of our army, caufed 'Muftapha to be called back, 
tearing the treaty hf had given him in his prefence ; and 
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bade him tell his general, he could not do fo fliarpeful an 
aftion, as to furrendcr fo important a place to an army 
that was running away. 

Haft thou ever heaid of any thing fo ftrange ? Read 
this Ahmet Celcbi's book, and thou wilt fee, that all 
thefe prodigies arrived in one day. The hiftorian makes 
no judgment upon this adventure, he only reports it ; 
neither do I believe it was an effeft of the enchantments 
of thefe bits of paper, and the charadlers contained in 
them ; becaufe it is certain our army was greatly preffed 
with hunger. Buf in effeft, whyi Miiftapha, all in tears, 
reproached tlie Vifier, that if he had gained but two days 
time, he had made a peace equal to a viftory j Afis an- 
fwered him. How couldft thou with thy tears, retain an 
army poffcffed witli all the devils of hell, and refolved to 
be gone ? 

If thou finifh the reading of fo long a letter, accufe 
thy patience, and reproach not me with tedloufncfs, for 
having writ many things to thee, worthy of being known. 
After the death of the French general, Breme was pre- 
fently deli^rered to the Spaniards, by the cowardlincfs of 
the governor, who incurred In time a rigorous deftiny fur 
it ; having his head cut off at Cazal, w^bere they bad im- 
prifoned him. 

The great God preferve thee and thine for ever ; and 
proted thee againft the ill-will of thofe that do not love 
thee. 

Paris, 20th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 163 S. 


XIX.-^7i7 Murat Bass a* 

•The Duchefs Dowager of Savoy finds herfclf extreme- . 
ly prefled by the continual incurfions which the Spaniards 
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make into Piedmont : they having befieged Vcrcelfcf a 
place which covers the country on the fide of Milan. 

She herfelf appears on horfeback with great courage^ 
being rcfolvad to recover what is loft, as "Well as to de- 
fend the reft, which is in fome danger ; having joined her 
beft troops, with great ditigenoe, to thofe of France. 

A Cardtnal, which they call the Cardinal k Valette, 
commands, in the place of Marfhal Crequi, thofe troopo 
of France, which confift of twelve thoufand foot, and ft>iir 
thoufand horfe. 

Thou doft not knoy, perhaps, xfhsLt thefe cardinals 
are : they be the principal priefts of the Roman chti^h/ 
Their profeffion is not to command armies, though that 
fometimes happens, either through want of fage calvtains,- 
which thefe infidel kings itiay fometimes ftand in need of ; 
or for other fecret reafons which are not always eafy to 
penetrate, and muft be of great importance, France not 
wanting fit feculurs : A Roman mufti, called Innocent 
ZV. gave the purple habit to tliefe priefts, and oblig^ 
them to wear red hats, caps and bonnets, that this co- 
lour might always put th«ln in mind, they ought to (hed 
their blood for the fervice of their church and religioai 
1 have been told, that formerly there^erc but five-and- 
twenty, and now their irfuiiiber is faid to be feventy»two y 
which is that of the difcifdes of the ChrifliaB Meffiah 
but they are feldom complete. I was defirous of being 
precifely informed what the dignity of a cardinal is ; and 
an old phyficiati, that feems to be an honeii man, ic.ftru£ts 
me in all things that regard the religion and politics of 
the Chriftians : he is fuch an enemy to the circiimcifion, 
that he givea often the uncleaneft of all meats toliis pa- 
tients, fuch as we think unwholefbme, and cannot 
eaten yrithout fin. 

Thou that art a ftutciinaii, and obliged to aflift at 
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council and in the divan, ought to know more things 
than otliers, and thofe more perfedUy. 

. I will inform myfelf with care of the life, aftions and 
genius of this Cardinal la Valette, to know, whether the 
king his mailer has any other reafon than that of his va* 
lour and experience in war, to make ufe of a prieft in his 
armies to ihed blood and ruin people ; for 1 never heard 
the mulTulmans did ever make ufe of a cheik to com- 
mand the armies of the empire : befides, they are with- 
out experience, fearful and fuperftitious* 

The Spaniards are more powerful in infantry and ca- 
xalry, having 18,000 foot, and 5000 horfe, whereby they 
pretend to render themfelves mafters of Piedmont, and 
drive the French wholly out of Italy. The Marquis of 
Leganei, governor of Mflan, affirms, that his king will 
not fuffer the children of the late Duke of Savoy to be 
under the protcdion of ilrangers. He fays, that Pigne- 
fol, and other places in the power of the French, were 
iifurpcd upon the houfe of Savoy, and mull be reftored. 
They affirm, that the houfe of Auitria will hinder the^ 
widow, her ,children and fubjedls from being oppreflcd. 

Behold here an example of the fingular piety of the 
Spaniards, in favour of a widow and her children ; and 
on the other fide, admire the kindnefs of the French, who 
fight againft thefe fame Spaniaids, for the confervation of 
that^which concerns neither of them* It will be diffi- 
cult to difeover ihefc fecret myfteriet. Every prince puts 
a value upon his realbns, as he does upon his monies. 

The Dutchefsof Savoy came acebmpanied with a great 
number of ladies, and the greateft of her court. She 
was on'^borfeback, at the head of aU the company, both 
horfe and foot, and harangued the army amidft the bat- 
talions. « 

She conjured, not only the captaim, but even the/:or- 



Book A SPT AT PARIS. $1 

porals*and private foIdlcrS) not to abandon her defence. 
She (howed all the fentiments of grief that a perfon of 
courage could have* in feeing herfelf expofed to lofe hgr 
eilate, or to fee her chddreni in a manner^^captives ; and 
upon this occafion^ flie failed not to mingle torrents of 
tears with the moft charming exprcflionti which is ordi« 
narily the ftrongelt eloquence of women. 

The army being fenfibk of the dutchefs’s misfortuney 
which (he liad reprefented witli all poffible eamellnefsi 
the Cardinal Valette caufed it to difcamp to relieve Ver- 
celle. He forced the Bpamards line^ and put two thoiu 
fand men mto the place. The befieged^ fortified “with 
fuch fuccourSf made a great fally^ and much infidel blood 
was (hed on both fides. But all that the cardinal could 
do with his care, and the dutchefs with her tears, could 
not hinder Vercelle from falling into the hands of the 
Spaniards. It is faid, that the commander of this placcy 
and his garrifon, defended themfelves to the laft extremf* 
ty ; and having no more powder or lead, they fought at 
pulh of pike, with ftones, and finally, when all was gone, 
with their fifts. 

But this is not beheved here, it being alleged, that the 
governor or the general, did not do their duty. The cai^ 
dinal, fay they, failed^ his duty alfo ; for knowing they 
* wanted ammunition, yet be did not fend it, though )ie 
found means to put into the place fuch a great nmb^ 
of men. But the governor is blamed yet more, that did 
not difcover this his neceflity to the general. 

1 tell thee all thcfe particulars, to Inform thee of the 
manner how the French make war ; many of whofe over- 
fights would coil us our lives. 

There marched out of Vercelle 4000 men beariqg 
arms^ Thence thou maycil judge, that our generals arc 
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not cruel when they caufe the heads of commandersito be 
taken off that behave themfclves fo ill. 

^The Princefs of Mantau» who has loll her hulband^ 
would, they fay, marry a prince of the Houfie of Au« 
ftrUt called the Cardinal In&nt, which is an effeft of the 
policy of the Spaniards to have a better pretence to at- 
tack Mountferrat, dnd drive out the French, who enter- 
ed there by confent of the <Puke of Mantau, who was 
fovereign thereof* 

The valiant Duke of Rohan, is at length dead, in a 
caftle near Berne. T think I writ was hurt and taken 
prifoner in the battle fought by the Swedes againft the 
Germans. He was in the fixty-eighth year of his age, 
and was very confiderable for his erudition, valour, and 
experience in war. He was bred a Icddter from his youth; 
waa always employed in military affairs, and had often 
commanded armies. He fupported by his bravery and 
experience, for a long time, the lemains of a feeble and 
dying party againft the power of the king. He was il- 
luftfioua by-the greatnefs of his houfe ; and his religion 
was that of the Calvinifts, called the Reformed. Plis 
body was embalmed, and afterwards brought to Geneva, 
with gjoeat magaiiicenoe and warlike pomp. This city is 
the retieat of fuch as the church of Rome calls heretics, 
who are all well received here ; whieh gives great ooca- 
fion of complaint to the Pope’s porrizans^ how reafon- 
ably, 1 will not prefume to determtne ; but there appears 
to me much more fplendour in the ceremonies of thofe of 
the Catholic churdi, and. they pretend to greater virtue 
and anriquity. 

Thefe are the tranfaAionain Italy which came to my 
knowledge. I will not fail to write what paffed in Ger. 
many thefe laft moons, as foon as I have the certainty of 
them. 
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Pray God the many differences and wars which ate a- 
mongft the infidels, may never end ; that Italy may be 
humbled even to Ae (Urrup of the horfe, which ridPs 
the great emperor of the cled of God, the faithful muf- 
fulmaiis ; and that all Germany may adore the facred 
pprch of Mecca. 

I pray God fupport thee always, that thou never fall j 
and fo condudl thee, that thou never goeft aftray. 

Paris, a?th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 163S. 


i 

XX*— -Th Doubt Oglov.* 

IThi conditiofi I am in at prefent, makes me think of 
thode feng and tedious days we palTcd together at Faler- 
mo in flavery. JEIow fruitlels were the tears which the 
irkfoitmefs of our captivity made us (hed ? yet nothing 
bcfel Us, but what is common to otlier men : but thou 
ircrt too young to fupport it, and I had not experience 
' enough of the world to conceive the unbappinefs wfaerd"* 
unto fortune had reduced me* 

Thou art at prefent Conftanclnople, where thou haft 
all thy heart can defii^ } and 1 at Paris, where 1 have a 
thoufand things to take care for* Cooftantinople and 
Paris are indeed two of the greateft cities tn the world ^ 
but much differing in manner of living, clothes, language, 
and religion. Thou art at prefent in the midft of plea* 
fures, with thy friends, children, wife, with the liberty 
of cxercifing thy religion, which is the true one 5 and 
that, in the mofqucSf which our fathers eftabliihed ; 
moreover, thou art elevated in dignity. I, on the con- 
trary, am amongft infidels, amongft idolaters and herfc- 
tics, ‘obliged to live with a nation ihuch differing from 
ouft 14 tjjjsir inclinations and cuftoms. Finally, 1 live a- 
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mongft the deviTs peacocks. The excel&ve liber^ they 
give lihemfelveB} is not fuck as is enjoyed with true fatif- 
iaftion of mind ; feeing they do a thoufand things which 
carry repentance along with them. 

The philofophy of the StoieSf which I learned during 
my captivity, gave me to underftand of what importance 
it is for a man to know himfelf. Thou mayeft remember, 
perhaps, in the beginning of our flavery, that thy mailer 
and mine were no lefs oppofite in their manner of living, 
than our geniufes were differing. 

My inquiry was after books ana writings ; and watch* 
ing did not weary me, provided I employed it in learn* 
ing fomewhat. On the contrary, thou being always em- 
ployed with different handy-works, didft little think that 
Heaven had deligned thee to wear a fword, and confequent- 
ly to the employments of war. * 

How many things did we fuffer in thofe days, whereat 
we do now laugh ! Thou wert always chained, and I in 
prifon in a den ; thou wert beaten becaufe tliou wouldft 
not rea^d, and 1 was banged to pieces bccaufe I would 
not embroider. 

The reading of Seneca could not induce me to paidon 
my mailer the baltinados ht gave me. THat which I en- 
Wed was greater than the pains which thou didft fuffer ; 
1 was perfecuted Tor the pleafure I took in reading ; and 
th|^ w^d oblige thee to ftudy, whereas thy inclinations 
.^erent from mine* 

» 1^8 hnlhi^ made me refolve to bid^ in a cel- 
lar, wiihm bread and without water. I had nothing but 
mf S^eca with me ; and 1 was refolved to deliver myfelf 
from myTervitude by death ; fo far had this Stoic per- 
fSaded me not to Uve* ** Thou art fo near death (quoth 
he) and in the mean time art a Have.’’ Judge the Torce 
of my temptation, by the authority of this geeat man* 
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Wh!l(l*I was thus hidi my mafter fearched for me in vain^ 
in the garden, the ftable, the kitchen, and had no lefs pain^. 
to find me than I had to hide myfelf from him. But ajt; 
length I chofe the better part, which was, Ao live and to 
forgive. 

My mafter owes his life to Seneca f he taught me fo 
well to forget offences, that my defpair changed into re- 
fped. I had no more mind to die. 1 felt my courage 
fail, and fear made me pardon my mafter. Thou hadft 
no knowledge of this adventure, becaufe I went into the 
couAtryr waft ranfomed wh'ilft I was out of Fa-^ 

lermo, I was fo very intent upon my ftudies, thati my 
mafter, vanqulfhed by my obftinacy, gave me liberty to 
apply myfelf to them, being himfelf alhamed to continue 
ignorant, whilft I dreamed of nothing but of improving 
my mind. 

In the courfe of four years and four moons, that my 
captivity lafted, Nero’s mafter gave me the firft tindure 
of morality ; and after that, I went into the academies^ 
•where I writ the Journal of my life. Plutarch, Livy,, 
and Tacitus, made me foiget the odious names of maften 
and flave. 

The examjdes of fo many great men wbofe hiftorieO 
we find there; of fo'^many emperors, kings, captains^ 
mafters, or Oaves of their pajl&ons : ftme dead by t^e 
hands of their friends by poifon ; others by the Iwofi 
and furprife ; others perfecuted by their fathers or their 
fons, fometimes by their wives, and often by their native 
country and Oaves, fo often faved and defended by them- 
felves, difpofed me to fuffer patiently the ftate whereun- 
to 1 was reduced, and to acknowledge, That the honeft 
man is never a Oave, wherever he is, when he can find 
mafter within himfelf.” I had time then to do a thoufand 
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gooj things^ which 1 /hould never have done, if I had 
J)Ot been in the condition 1 then found myfelf in. 

^ Coniider how much we learn by books, and more yet 
hy the difgraccs that happen to ua. We fee the ill as in 
a perfpeftive, and the good in little. Bifgraces affiid 
when they happen ; and good fortune when it leaves 
ns. When 1 was in my houfo, 1 Uved not at reft, be* 
caufe 1 fancied fenring ; and now I am in fervice, 1 am 
El continual fear of not pleafing. How many fouls hath 
Amurath feat into the other world to expeft the univer* 
lal day of judgment ! And how nany more will he fond 
in this iiege of Baboon, whither he goes in perfon, car- 
rying terror with bimi and forcft fuffident to dcftroy the 
empire of the Pcrfiantf i 

He hath commanded me to obforre the aAieni of the 
Chriftians with aU poffible application and exa&iefs, to 
give information of them. Hf wffl in doubtful affairs 
have me to write to him my own judgment) and not that 
of others. He will have me not to flioitmi bat extend 
my explications ; that nothing maybe left that wBl ad- 
mit of a double hwerpretatioxit rather have me 
tedious than appear eloquent by the concifonefo of my 
i^uibns. He orders ihe to receive the advices of Car- 
ooa, who is at Viennat and to inform Adcmai the Jew, 
refides at Genoa, in what is neeeflary, to the- end 
that all that paffee in Germany, Italy and Fmnce, may 
be difpatcbed to the miniffers of the Divan. 

l%e fecretary of ftate, maiter of aU that is written, 
has orders to enregiffer my tetters, and examihe them. 
He, according to his caprkloufnefs, or ignorance, may 
tender the exafknefs wherewith 1 obey criminal, by faying# 
am a fool, or do not write the tmeb.*' This regifter- 
ing puts me in pain ; for as many mean things may ap* 
pear very good at firlt fight, and are often commended 
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because of their novelty; fo they may appear 'alfo very 
defpicable when they come to be examined, and nday de« 
ferve a check. 

1 tell thee what I ha7€ reafon to fear, withont teSmg 
thee thofe things which might raife a belief in thee that 
I have reafon to hope. 

Our fovereigns are mighty, and they diftinguiih them- 
felves from all the potentates of the world, by the impe« 
tuoufnefs wherewith they give their orders : and there is 
no empire where punifhments and rewards work fo great 
effeds. Thou knowe^ the reft, which is fuperftuous to 
tell thee, and which princes do not willingly hear. ^ 

Explain to me better the news I heard of MulTuladdiii 
Aga, of an adion of juftice of old Berber. 

He writ to me, that a creditor to whom he owed for a 
fhirt, being dead, he had put the price into the deceafed’s 
hand, and went his ways. This new way of paying debts 
feems very extraordinary to me. There is an author, 
whether Greek or Latin, I have forgot, winch tells ano- 
ther adventure, not unlike this, of a man, who, not find-' 
ing his ftiocmaker alive, threw the price of the Aoes he 
had made him into his ihop. If thefe adioas be not 
done for oftentation, they Stem virtuons ; but if out of 
vanity, I cannot believe that our negligence to pay due 
creditors, whilft alive, can be exenfed by the care we 
to pay them after their death. ^ 

The dead want nothing in the o^er worid ; they ar^ 
living that have need of fupplies in this, and ^ho fuffer 
fometimeB very much, when they are not pundually paid* 
The ancients could never fufficicntly deferibe the excefif 
which men committed by their paffions, and the moderng 
do it as little. They are juft (bmetimes even to fuper^u 
tion,» and fometimes unjuft even to excefs. Sultan Mu- 
ftapba’s charity 4br the poor was very great. He was 
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not fatisiied, according to the precepts of Pythago^Sf to 
give life to beafts } his llmplicity went yet farther, not 
precedentcd by any prince or faint ; he threw pieces of 
gold to the fiflics, in ponds and rivcrsi alleging for his 
reafon, that the moil fecret fdma were the moil agreeable 
to God, and that thefe animals would never tell of it. 

Thou wilt anfwer me when thou haft time and conve* 
nience. God give thee the fuccour which is neceiTaiy 
for thee ; and let our Great Prophet be always favourable 
to thee. 


r 

Paris, loth of the 4th Moon, of the Year 163S. 


XXL — To the Kaimacham. 

laft kttcra ihow what happened in Italy, on the fide 
of Piedmont, which thou mayft have feen at the Divan* 
1 have informed the council what the infidels have 
done there, where three different nations, which have but 
one religion, fight together i The French make war upon 
the Spaniards, to affift the Savoyards f and thefe latter 
would drive the 6ther out of Italy, and reduce Savoy 
under their power, which.doee what it can to avoid the 
yoke of both thefe nations. 

is to be feared that ^new troubles may arife from 
this war; which will undoubtedly happen, if it be not 
suddenly tcnainaled by a peace. I will only write to 
thee what I know, and perhap what is not come to thy 
knowledge. I will not repeat^ what I have already writ- 
ten, becaufe my letters pals fecutcly, by the good order 
whifph thou baft taken.' 

The dipTerent interefts of the princes of Italy, occa- 
fioU fmall intelligence 4)etwixt them. As their e^tes 
arc feparated, the one from tlic other, fo they are divided 
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by thgr maxims, their interefls, and pretenfions. They 
have, however, but one region, which they make to 
(erve for a pretext to their defigns, which are all differ- 
ent ; and there is not one of them whichL-Wholly mindo 
his religion, which can have but one only end. 

There are few that can fuffer the conquefts of the 
French in Italy, becaufe that nation feems reftlefi^ and 
men would not fee the Spaniards more powecfol than 
they are, becaufe they play too much the mafters* But,, 
however, as the lead of tlielie princes have their paiticu^ 
lar inclinations and fec^et intcrefts whh thefe two nations 
thou art ignorant of thofe of the republic of Genoa^wlth 
the S^^iards, with whom they have ftrong alliances : 
But peradventure thou haft not been informed of a con- 
Ipiracy, which appears to have been carried on in that 
city, to introduce the Spaniards into it^ which the repu- 
blic w^ in nowife fuffer. > ^ 

The faid confpiracy is thus related The Marquis of 
Monterey having fiailhed the time of hie government of 
Naples, and being embarked with ibmt Rileys, for his 
return into Spain, came tneoguko Jnto Genoa, having 
had a conference in a village neanthe town vrith fome of 
the confpirators, to render iiimfelf mafter of the port, 
and afterwards boikm^citadel upoo&e highdft fide of the 
Far,^ Some of the moft qualified were, to open one of the 
gates by night, andmeeive the troopa that (honld be dlf* 
barked out of the galleyi. The Marquia of Leganez,, 
governor of Milan, promifed to fend to Genoa a chain of 
flaves, ftronger and more auincrouatkant>rdinary, which,.^ 
inftead of confifting of condemned criminals, who W4S to 
be compofed of the braveft ofBcera of Milan ; and fome 
nobles of the accomplices, who were to ihare m the trea*' 
ty, were to receive the troops, and come armed for t&e 
effe^ng of the enterprife. 

c 6 
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After a defign fo wdl laid, the Spaniards were;, ready 
to execute fo hardy an undertaking ; when the republic^ 
being fuddenly advertifed of the plot» caufed it to mif- 
cany, without noife, by redoubling the guards, which 
did not a little furprife the eonfpiratora^ 

Cardinal ftichUeu’a creaturea give out, that one Do- 
ina, caBfid their prince, did diffuade, or hinder the ^ot, 
which was psofitable for Italy, but contrary to our in- 
torefts ; foe thence undoubtedly had fprung a war, which 
would never have had end, whether betwixt the fubjeds 
of thin commonwealth, who wo|ild have ruined each 
other, oc France and Spain ; and thou wilt alfii find, 
shat in preferring the liberty of their country, and keep* 
iifg thc j^aaiasds at a diitance, they will nmintam thciu* 
lUTeB ftill.in. a condkion advantageous for the common* 
we2|kh, and neceffary to the crown of Spain. 

They fay, that the conftancy of Dona hath acquired^ 
the honour of having twice ikaed the liberty of hie coun- 
try; 

Thia Doria is de&ended firom Andvew' Doria, that 
gpeat captain who did^fo miaBy^bnm adions agakift our 
nation, commandfeng^ the maritime wnmesrof Charles V. 
En^f^roR'of OcROaiiy ; and fiiice>tkale*of PhiKp II; his, 
fen, King of Spaioi and wha^ofWsS‘eQa»baScd the iawa- 
dUe'^ Ariadcn. ^ ^ ^ 

not bdkve shat Adainai, udso was as O^oa, hath 
writ thiaad)wcnture to tbec, either' bccaufo it imiy not be 
true^ or becaufe the thing being vciy iaeiat, it was in a. 
manner fitfied as fooaasdifooasredi 

If thou wilt know the parlkadai saafooingsmade upon 
this oceafioB, Inwall shoe : That' the^ moft advifed 
French believe, that the Spaniards did attempt fo 
blow ; but thtkt the- twO' parries in the cky, the dm to 
pieferve their liberty, and the other to maintain their 
authority, did both avoid the condufion.. 
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Thcvdlfcourie b at prefent various conceming this* re« 
public ; and the French do as much endeavour to naafce 
fecret treaties with it, as the Spaniards to hinder its change 
of Hiailers ; it being .always of great advantage to foch' 
who have preten<;es in Italy to be ia good eorrefpondence 
with this place, whkh may be termed the principal port. 

The French make a great noife with their pretences 
upon Genoa ; and they at prefent revive many ancient 
hillories: They affirm, that the Genoefe, when they 
had differences amoogff themfelvcs, have oftentimes change 
cd their laws and their jpafters ; and that they have been 
fubjcAed to ftrange powers : that two Charles’s, ^ one 
Lewis, and Francis L all kings of France, have taken 
them into their proteftion, having aUb fubdned then by 
force of arms. They add, that this Francis h continued 
a great while to«fend them governors ; and that k was by 
the valour and refolution of Doria, that this republic reco* 
vered its firft liberty* 

Tbefe are the dkeouries thatr people make at Paris, the . 
entertainment of i&t peribns, as alfo of our polkicianSo. 
It will be a hard matter to teB what the king ihinks^ 
and what are the fendiuents of his eouneik 

Conlider in the mean riuie, with whtt impudence pe^ 
pie difeottffe here^'Hkey prefumo to decide affairs of ^ 
ftate ; they docidr and accommodate diflEerenees riiey> 
fupport and" min commonweshhs and kingdioms. Bdt. 
this is no new thing,' the people m att times having taken 
the liberty to cenfure the aAiotis of fovereigns. * 

It is nut for enlarging my letter, that I write theft par* 
ticulars of the hiftory of Genoa ; but being an ancient^ 
nation, which hath formerly wearied. the courage* of the 
Romans by their enterprifes and oppofition, and have 
performed Upon our feas great and noble afUons : The 
O^ans have he( therefore in confidexition ^ and the ra*^ 
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ther becaufe we poiFefs many countries, and confiflerable 
places that were under their dominion in Ada Minor, 
upon the Black Sea, and in the Archipelago* 

I {hall ever recommend ^ thy words and adions to 
Almighty God, and pray him to hinder thee from fall- 
ing into error, and to profper all thy undertakings. 

Paris, 7,4th of the jdi Moon, of the Year X63S. 


XXII— To tie fame. 

, e 

HtNRY of Bourbon, firft prince of the blood of France, 
marching by Bourdeaux, came upon the frontiers of 
Spain, where he befieged Fontarabia, Itrongly feated up- 
on the brink of the ocean. His army is made up of twelve 
tkouland foot, and twelve hundred horb. The twp nations 
have had feveral encounters and Ikiriniflies, wherein the. 
lofs and gain have been equal on land.*^ 

But the Spanilh afiaks go fo ifi at fea, that thou wilt 
wonder at the great kfifs they received there* The 
French have burnt two galleons uppn the fiocks, that 
were making, and fix others entirely finilhed, which had 
not been yet at fea* They have fiuther taken eleven 
great (hips, whereof fix ytjfcxt richly ladea ibc- the Indies 
befides the equipage and munitions of war ; with two old 
galleons that wei^e of no great ufe* They farther took a 
prodigious number of cannons, whkih lay the fiiore>. 
100 whereof were brab, ,all with the aims of Auftria. 

If a]l this I write be truc^ as I veiily believe it is, 
we may lay, that this priae, were there no more than 
a humhed and fifty pieces of ordnance, was no mean pur- 
chafe. 

Cay nothing of the great quantity of artiQery mqunt- 
ed upon the (hips and galleons, for fear of troubling thee 
with the news of fo great n vi£lory, wherein thAki|ixAch 



A spr AT PARIS. 


Book L 


^3 


gained ip many vefleb, and fuch great riches as will fuf^ 
iice to equip a great fleet. 

The prince befieges the place and prefles it ; but the 
Spaniards defend themfelves brately^ and ipuch blood* 
will be Ihed there. 

The priefl; of Bourdfiaux» which thefe infidels call the 
archbifhop, was come thidier with futy fail ; whereof 
forty-two are men of wari and the reft attenders ; with 
fome firefhips^ filled with bituminous matter ; which in- 
flames eafilyi to burn the enemy’s (hips where they can 
come at them ; fo that^there is nothing iiranting in the 
armies by fea or land. ^ 

This Archbilhop of Bourdcaux makes more noife at 
prefent than the pope | and it is credible that what he 
has done, will gain him great favour with his king. 

He has, with as much courage, invefted fourteen gal- 
lles and four frigates, which came from the neighbouring 
ports to the relief of Fontarabia» with three thouiand na- 
tural Spaniards. 

He fought fix^ hours together with this new army, which 
he entirely defeated, having burnt and funk all thefe fliips^ 
except one galley, which was ftranded aad rendered ufe- 
lefs. The Admiral of Spi^o, with eight hundred men, 
was blown up ; which ^sras no finall misfortune to the ? 
Spaniards, who loft ^upon this occafion a great number i 
of foldiers and feamen : and it is belimd tliey will not^ 
be able to appear before dieir enemies at fea this great 
while. 

If fo many Ioffes fuSered by a party, are not advanta- 
geous to the Grand Slgnior, becaufe the other is grown 
fo much the flxonger thereby, he will however gain this 
benefit by it, that the French and Spanifh being both 
enemies to our nation and religion, ouc affairs will be id 
greater fecurity, when of two enemies we fee one fup^ 
preifed: 
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llic French puUhA by their joy and contittud fcaft- 
ings, the advantage they receive from thcfc'^fuccefTcap 
And thefe infidels have reafon to rejoice, therr vi^Slory 
having all the agreements poffiUei^ indeed great, and 
their lofs very inconfiderable. 

They fay there were but twelve of the Ihipff of France 
dtfordered, and that they loft not above a hundred fea- 
men, and very frw officers. Here hath been made a* 
large relation of this vi^ory ; and it is engraven in cop^ 
per, to the end it may be made public in all its particu- 
lars, and the memory of it corjferved to future ages. 
Since the lofs of the armado, fumamed the Invincible, 
which Philip II. fent into England, in the year 1588, to 
make war upon a woman, we have not known that Spain 
has fuffered fo great a lofe. 

This h the only news I can tcH thee- at prefent. So 
many armies as are in continual aftion, will &irni(h matter 
enough hereafter to dkcit thee, by reciting the follies of 
thefe infidels, who feem to deftroy themfelvea daily, and 
ruin their affairs to- gratify us by their defeats, and make 
us triumph. 

Paris, 17th of the (Sdi*Moon, of the Tear 1638. 


XXIII. — -S^. 

If thou always foDowett thy tncliftatfon, and thy natu* 
nJ honefty, thou wilt be indefatigable in faithfully ferv- 
ing the fultaa, and thou wIK ' not be dverfe to him that 
efteems thee, and loves thee. 

Reaj what 1 write to (h^e, ahd puMifh it when thou 
haft rcad'it, that the couneft xaay knowi that it is refolv* 
ed at the diet held at Steekhohn, the refidence of the 
King of Sweden; to cootinoc the war>gainft Auftria ; 
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and that) the Duke of Weymar, and the General Ban- 
mer» begin already to combat the Imperialids. Thou 
wilt fee Spain and Germany attacked on fo many Tides, 
and by fuch power&d enemies, that it is credible there 
may happen fuch vaft Ioffes to all thefe Chriffians, that 
the true believers will have occafion to rejoice, and to 
hope yet the aggrandizing of the great and moft mighty 
king of kings Sultan Amurath, matter, and abfolute fo* 
vereign of both fea^, and vanquittier of idl nations. 

This king bath fent an army mto Picardy, under the 
command of MarAal Ckattlion, to b^iiegc St. Omer, a 
very ftrong place in Artois, belonging to the Spaniards ; 
feveral villages and towns of <Kmfideration being already 
burnt and pSlaged. 

The flifthful Save Mahnuxt Dilutes thee ; gives thee a 
friendly kiD^ and wiflies thee dl fort of profperity. 

Pdris, 44th of the 6tb Moon, of the Year i6j8. 


XXIV.— re the Kaimacham. 

T' Hs King of France hath fent forth another army. I 
have already informed thee, that this prince hath already 
three armies in three parts of Europe. There is one in’ 
Piedmont, commanded by Ci^xoal la Valette ; another, 
whereof Prince Henry of Conde is generaliffimb, whith 
they hope will quickly take Fontarabia; and another 
commanded by Marflid Chatillon, which belicges Saint 
Omer. 

The Duke of Longuevitte is at the head of the fourth, 
which is entered into Burgundy, with defign to min the 
French county, defended by Duke Charles of Lorrain, 
one oIf the Emperor's genexals. 

80 many armies, and fo many captains march aeainfl 
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the Spaniards. This nation fufficiently manifefta her 
force. She is attacked on all Tides, and reflib and de- 
fends herfelf on all tides. This vail extent of countries, 
which the Auftrians potiefs, though feparated from each 
other, is the reafon that they are always employed in de- 
fending themfelves ; but they will be eternally expofed to 
lofs, without any appearance of gain/ 

Thou knowell that the true fecret of preferving union 
amongti the good, is to entertain perpetual differences 
amongit the bad ; and thou wilt fee, that all the adven*. 
tores of this country will rende^; us invincible. What 1 
tdl thee is a true faying. The French at prefent are too 
powerful, with fo many troops, fo many armies by fea 
and land, which are feen in the provinces of their enemies. 

^he other Chriftians are ia continual apprehenfions. 
The ambaffadors of princes, who refide in this town and 
court, obferve with great diligence fo many extraordinary 
things, but lay nothing | they do, like me, they write 
and advertife their mafters. 

I am afraid thou wilt take no pleafure in the relations 
I make thee of the fucceffes of fo great a power ; but I 
ought to let thee know the truth. Affairs are carried on 
here with much art. The miniffets ferve with great tide- 
lity, and are very fccret. Cardinal Richlieu hath an en- 
tire afeendant over the king’s fpirit ; and to fay truth, is 
a perfon of great merit. They fay he afpircs to true glo- 
ry, and will place the crown which Charlemagne wore, as 
emperor of the weft, upon hss mafter^s head. If the good 
fortune of France inarches always at this rate, the misfor* 
tunes of its enemies muft be excellive. 

The manifpld w^ars which this monarch undertakes, 
and Richlieu counfels him, do in the mean time make the 
people (who bear the burden, by the taxes which thfiy are 
forced to pay), murmur ; betides their g^pef fw the lo(is of 
their parents and friends llain in thefe wars. . 
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The dirdmal fears peace, and apprehends his enemies 
may deftr^y him, if they have leifure to cabal againft him. 
Thus he finds his intereft in the war, and the armies fup* 
port his authority. 

I cannot yet mak# any certain judgment of him, nor 
have a perfeA knowledge of his manners, no more than 
of the extent of his genius, becaufe the man hides many 
things during his life with a drefs, w^ich will be difcoyer- 
ed when he dies. We cannot fee which are his good in* 
clinations, and it is not eafy to penetrate into a difcovery 
of the vices which he is inclined to. * 
i[n few words, he has much contributed to the peace 
of France, divided by diverfity of religion. He ha6i 
fucconred Italy, and manifefted there the power of the 
king his fovereign $ has weakened the empire of Ger- 
many, by the war he hath carried into her4>ofom by the 
joint forces of the princes of the north, and them of 
France at once ; and no lefs weakened the power of the 
king of Spain. 

. Thou that knoweft every thing that paffes, and haft 
intelligence from all parts of the world, canft truly judge 
of afiairs ; which makes thee Jknow and forefee all ttat 
may prejudice the formidable empire of the Muflulmans. 

Paris, aoth of the 7th Mcioii, of the Year X63S. 


XXV.— To tic Kaimacham. 

^LL is in peace here, the war being carried on abroad. 
The court continues to make vows for the queen’s health 
and happy delivery. They feem not fo much concerned 
for the king’s weUare as the queen’s ; every body being 
perfuaded that the happinefs of France depends on hcf 
lafe» delivery; • 
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I writ to Chirui^i Muhamet, that he JiouM mention 
the queen’s being with cliild as a doubtful things and 
which might vanifh ; but at prrfent it k moft certain ; 
for fhc will fliortly he brought>to-bed. She lifcs in great 
repofe for fear of hutting herfelf ; Ae fcarce ftirs out of 
her bed-chamber, and ctcry body endeavours to pleafe her. 

There is news from Provence, of the arrefting of a 
king’s fon by that governor* The prifoner is brother to 
Uladiflaus king of Poland. 

It is Aid that the 'King of Spain had made Prince Ca- 
fimir viepoy of Portugal,. In teoAmpence of the troops of 
coflacks he had formerly railed to defend the county of 
Buigundy. They add».that behtg embarked: at Getioa, 
upon one of the gattfes of that republic, for Spain, to 
take pofleffion of the^ikid charge, with a ftoall train of 
domeftkf, and count Kdnickpolflti; who called hitftfdf 
Uladxflaui’a ambafiador, with the Marquis of Gonsague, 
his kiofman, being arrived in Provence, and vifiling with 
care all the ports and fortrelTes,, this gave no fmall ctiufe 
of fufpicion to the French* He fttid four days private*- 
ly in Marfcillcs j but his galley was arrefted at Bouc, the 
laft port of France, by orders of the king. 

It is not yet known what obliged France to make a 
perfon of his quality prifoner, having nothing to do with 
Poland ; and King Louis XIII. having no particular 
pique againfl Prince Caflmir : But the fecrefts of ftate be* 
iiig only known to them that govern kingdoms, I pre- 
tend to penetrate no fai ther, but content myfelf to unite 
what they do, and what they fay. Thou, who in the 
abfence of the Vifier Azem, att the glory of his high- 
nefs’s council, art beft able to difeover the reafon of fo 
(Xtraordinary a novelty. 

The mod knowing porfons at court fay, this pr^oner 
will fuddenly be fet at liberty ; and that having no svar 
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that may^authorifc his detentioni it would be ufyuft to 
detain 

The event will teach me, who am Ignorant, and them 
that would divine, that which perhaps nobod]rJknows at 
prefent. May it pleafe the great God, mafter and fove- 
reign moderator of all things, tliat the intelligences and 
gueffes which 1 give, may always be profitable and agree- 
able ; and that thy life may be of eternal duration, fiar 
the bappinefs of our great emperor his empire. 

Thou ihalt fuddenly know whether Prince Cafimir be 
retained longer in prifon,^r fet at hbcrly. I wopld that 
King Uladifiaus were in the fame misfortune in the hands 
of the janizaries ; and that he, as well as his kingdom, 
were flaves to the invincible Sultan, king of king<t ; to 
whofe power may it pleafe the Divine Goodnefs, and the 
wifeft of his prophets^ to&bjedi all the countriesi of the 
infidels, and then to place liim with his wives and all the 
prophets in his paradife. 

Paris, soth of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1638. 


XXVI . — To the Kaimachan. 

Having given thee an account of the imprifonment of 
Cafimir, I will relate to thee the voyage of King Uladi* 
fiaus, his brother,, who is gone a progrefs Into Hungary 
and Germany. 

The news heic is, diat the King of Poland was gone 
to make a vifit to the King of Hungary ; who, to do 
him honour, fent the chief of his nobles to receive him 
upon the confines of Moravia. 

They write alfo, that Archduke Leopold went from 
' Viennifeo meet him : they embraced like brethren ; and 
returned together, with the Queen of Poland and her 
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filler back to court. It is added» that the people recelv* 
ed this company with great acclammations,^ with the 
noife of the cannon, and all the fmall (hot of the city. 

The day following, having dined in the Imperial pa* 
lacc, they went together to Luxemburgh to vifit the £m- 
prefs Eleanor, widow to the late emperor of Germany. 

If Carcoa hath hot infonried thee of thcfe particulars, 
thou wilt receive them from Mahmut, who watches in* 
cellantly to give true intelligence, and penetrate as much 
as may be, into all that occurs and is done in this great 
court, which gives motion to alltthe courts of Europe. 

Reprove me if I do not well, and poniih me if the 
Omperor be not weU ferved, and thou fatisfied. 

* Paris, xjth of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1638. 

XXVIL— 7e Ke&ker Hassan, Bajfa \ 

D o not accufc me of being ill-advifed or negligent, if 
I write to thee things that thou knowcft already. I am 
only careful in telling thee what happens here, and my 
biifinefs is not to inquire whether thou art better inform- 
ed another way. When I am ordered to write all that 
comes to my knowledge, I do my duty in doing it, and 
I ought not to be reprehended for ic. 

1 am told that the Sultan is gone with an army, more 
numerous than all the leaves on the trees, to deftroy the 
Red-HeaJj *9 and conquer Babylon ; I know that the 
mufti, the grand vifier, and all the ^ndel^ of the divan 
followed him ; but 1 am ignorant of what he did in his 
firft expedition when he took Revan. 

. An old Englifh merchai^, who comes from Ifpahan, 
and has ferved in the army of the faithful muET^mans, 
* Perfians. 
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palled this way in his return to England. He hath been 
an cye-wiTOcfa of the g^at adions of Amurath. He 
fays, that this mighty emperor, after his taking of Revan^ 
left twelve thoufand foldiers in garrifon there vwith two 
hundred thouland crowns in filver, belides copper money, 
to pay them. 

He faith alfo, that our mighty monarch, being wearied 
to fee fo much blood of the fiuthful, yea, of the heretic 
muirulman8,fpilled,he had fent the King of Perfia a chal- 
lenge, offering to fight fingly in duel with him ; but he 
would not accept of his 4ief!r* 

He tells how Amurath being Men into the water, ip 
paifing the river Haret, was in great hazard of being 
laid up in czpedation of the lall judgment-day in the 
other world, had it not been for a young luAy Solack, 
who took him by the arm, and dragged him ovA of the 
river. This accident was the prelude of a great good for- 
tune, which happened to this mighty prince upon the 
bank of another river,, called Mako, where he had the 
news of the birth of a fon, born to him in the feraglio at 
Conftantinople, whom they call Alaaddin ; whofe nativity 
hath been celebrated with infinite demonffrations of joy. 

This Englllhman tells us farther, that Amurath has 
taken Tauris, and appeased pubhely there with all the 
marks of a formidable power ; that he had deftroyed the 
King of Perfia’s feragho, burnt the public markets, and 
caufed a million of fine trees, which renders the loft irre- 
parable, to be ^ut down. 

Let me know, when thou art at leifure, whether this 
news be true, and do me tlie favour to tell me our great 
emperorie fuccefs in the expedition of Babylon. Tlic po- 
liticiatts here attend the news of it with much impatience., 

* It is allowed that Amurath is the moft potent of all prin- 

* ces, the ffrongeff ipan alive, and that only he can vanquiih 
and ruin^C'dcings of the earth. 
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Twa 111 angers of different nations, and botlv>of royal 
blood, are dead in this ciry« The one £3 Don Chriftopher, 
fon of Don Antonio, King of Portugal ; who, after he 
bad lived fixty-fix years, without ever attaining the crown 
of his father^ died in a convent of dervifisB, called Corde- 
liers, where he was buried, in the fame place where liia 
fiither’s brother had been formeiiy. 

The other ftranger was lulled Zaga Chriftoil, who was 
the legitimate focceffor of the kingdom of Ethiopia ; a 
young men of twenty- fWe years, fon to the Emprefe Na« 
zarenne, widow of Jacob, Efiiperor of the Ahyi&nes, 
who died in a village near Paris. He quitted his king- 
dom, as thou knoweft, forced by civil wars,^ and arrived 
in France in the year 1635 of the hegira of the Chrif- 
tians* After many adventures he compofed the Hiftory 
of hb Travels, which he performed with troubles and 
incommodities which feemed infupportable. 

What has he not fuffered lotraverfing many kingdoms, 
Arabia the Defart, Egypt, Aiia Minor, and' Jerufalem, 
where he ran the hazard of being arrefted by the Ba(& 
that reiides there,. whom he efcaped, by retiring by night 
to Nazaixth, amongitthe Chiiftian dervifes, where he con- 
cealed himfelf five moons* 

Hcf faid here, chat an oinnch of the Baffa of Cairo, 
had much folicited him to forfake the Chriftian reh'gion, 
to which he would never confent ; and refufed to go to 
ConfbBntjnople to humble himfelf by proftrating his face 
in the i^ult of the Grand Signior^s feet f although the 
baffa extremely preffed him to it, with very advantageous 
offers* 

This king has done much hononr to the manes of the 
,dead prince, whilft perhaps he fuffers cvcrlafting torments ; 
which neither thou nor I (hall fuiisn if we alwJ^ live 
like faithful mufiiilmans, according to the precepts qf the 
laW| ordained by Mahomet| aod writtea in ^eyklcoran. 
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' (hall^ladly hear that thy life ia fafe, and my friend- 
fhip agrerable to thee. 

Paris, 20th of the 8th Meon, of the Year 1638. ' 


XXVIIL— To the Kaimacham. 

7 HAT which hath been fo long expefled, is at length 
happened : The queen is brought-to-bed of a dauphin ; 
the king is a father, the kingdom fecn^ to defire nothing 
more, and the people witnefs their joy by a thoufand dif- 
ferent feftivitics. ‘‘ 

The men, the women, the children and the aged, run 
through the llreets as at bacchanals. 

They re’oicc with their friends, they go to church, and 
thank God, as if a Meffiah had been born to them. 

All the priefts praife God in their temples for fuch a 
prefent ; and the monks, not fo content, deafen the people 
with the noife of their bells, and do more than the drums 
•and trumpets of the foldters, and all the cannon of the 
citadel and arfcnal. I did in company of others, what I 
fliould not have dated to perform if I had been alone, or 
had not been obferved. 

' Thofe who affirmed the queen would be brought-to« 
bed of a fon, pretend now they had been advertifed by 
fome divine revelation, and will pafs for prophets ; and 
amongfl: thefe there arc many religious. Obferve how far 
their fuperftition extends. " 

The court has difpatched many expreffes into all the 
provinces of France, and others have been fent to s|]l the 
ambaifadors, to give notice of this birth to their refpedlive 
princes. 

A who 18 abifiiop, hath baptized this child with* 
out ^jiy ceremony, in prefence of the Chancellor of France, 

Vollt % o 




74 LETTERS WRITTEN BY Vol. I* 

the princc8> princeiFesy and grandees of the kingdom ; tht 
further folemnity being referved for another tinie. 

The king commanded Te Deum to be publicly fung, be- 
ing the hymn which is ufual to all Chriiliansy to thank 
God for extraordinary fucceiTea. 

Nothing is feen in the ftreets of Paris but boneiireSy 
and fountains of wine, which run day and night. 

The people teftify their joy ; and the fires are fo great 
on all fides, that it looks as if the city were to be redu« 
ced to afhes. ' 

Amongft fo mafly fubjefts of joy, the king has where- 
with to afflid him, having been for fome days toimented 
with a violent tertian ague ; and it cannot be but he muit 
have his fpirits agitated with fo many wars at once. He 
has armies Tigainfl Spain, in Flanders, Italy, Burgundy, 
and the empire in > Germany ; without mentioning his 
naval forces^ and the defigns and pretenfions which he 
doth not yet declare. Thou mayeft be confident that 
leagues will be formed againfi him, and confpiracics 
againft his Hate. The great ones of the kingdom are " 
not afleep ; having long fince had defigns to humble the 
favourites and^ xninifters, whofe deportments difpleafed 
them, and to make themfelves mafters of affairs and the 
government. 

I have a piece of news to tell thee ; but receive it 
as coming from a woman, not Malunut. 1 feldom fend 
that for affured, which in appearance is not truth. What 
I am going to fay will undoubtedly feem ridiculous. 

The women give out that the dauphin has teeth, and 
the nurfes will wituefs it. Thofc who eafily believe won- 
ders, publifli this as a moil certain truth. The people 
who add faith to the moil mcred3>le things, raife ilories 
upon this, and are full of pretended auguries. 

But there being no law that obliges jis to belicre that 
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which v/e^iind incredible, thou mayeft therefore receive 
this newsVs thou pleafeft, and look upon it as ufclcfs, and 
excufenie. 

They give the king tlie title of Saint, \trhich they add 
to that of Juft, becaufe of his great piety, in devoting 
his fon, before he was born, to the Virgin (which the 
Chriftians fay is the moth^ of their Meffiah), with his 
kingdom, people, and perfon, which he hath put under 
the proteftion of the mother of his God ; which he has 
made appear by prayers, proceflions, and extraordinary 
alms. ' ^ * * 

This ceremony is ordinary enough w'ith thefe infidels^; 
who, by an incxcufable idolatry, devote their towns, and 
dedicate their temples to men that arc dead, whom they 
call faints ; worftiipping them afterwards upon their al- 
tars, and invoking them in their diftrcTs. 

I have nothing more at prefent to write to thee : 
God give tlice always the grace to be juft to thyfelf and 
others. 

•‘•Pari'i, i6th of the 9th Moon, of the Year 1638. 


XXIX . — To the Captain BassA. 

The birth of the Dauphin of France happened this 
month, whereof I forthwith adveitifed the Kaimacliam. I 
find myfelf in a gfreat city where they fcaft continually, 
to teftify the love they have for the king, the queens the 
young prince, and the ftate. 

Joy fpreads equally ; the moft mlfcrable, to whom for- 
tune has given nothing but tears, do now divert tfiem- 
felves. 

* Thelwomen rejqice yet moft ; and it feems this ad- 

* venture' regards thyn principally. There is not one of 
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them that would not h'c-in ; all the maids wou^ be mo- 
thersB and the moft acKanccd in year^ do notr^now de- 
fpaiV. 

It feems here, that God only hears the prayers of the 
French ; for they believe the queen had never been with 
child, if the people were not holy. Thus all believe, 
that they owe it to a miracle of heaven, not of nature, 
that the child is born, and for that reafon he is called Given 
of God. 

If this be fo, thou mufl: conclude this prince will be 
Very great, and mubh to be redoybted, who hath God for 
his father, and is heir of a great kingdom. To fay the 
truth, France was never fo flourifhing, befidcs the gieat 
armies they entertain by fea and land. 

But that which appears moft important to me is, their 
vanquifliing the Hugonots, and defeating the rebels. 
The birth of a fucceflbr does much heighten thefe ad- 
vantages, and caufes a great bappinefs to this kingdom. 
I have my (hare in the feafting, being obh'gcd to do as 
others : For to what purpofe (hould I appear affli£ted i 

Before I relate to thee a bloody combat of galleys, 
which was fought in the fea of Genoa, I will inform 
thee of a ludicroua one in that of Marfeille*;, which re- 
fembled thofc fpeftacles the ancient Romans exhibited 
with fo much pomp and magnificence, called Nauma- 
rhies. 

The Count of Alais, governor of Provence, caufed 
four galleys, two againft two, to combat, firft with can- 
non, and afterwards with fmall fhot | and klUy, to board 
with fwords and pikes, which was a fetal prefage for two 
nations, who ran in learch of each other through all the 
^ ocean, and exhibited a fad fpeAacle by battles, where a 
niUwhei of valiant men were feen to perifh. > 

Five^xid-twenty Sparifh galleys appeared on the egaft*! 
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of ProvVce, where it was faid they were come to JJiir- 
pnfe fome maritime place. But the Count of Harcourt, 
general of the armies of the Levant for the king, hav-^ 
ing given them chace, fome of them retired to the coafta 
of Genoa, where tliey were attacked by a like number 
of thofc of France, which had ftill followed them fmce 
they were feen before Marfeillea. 

It was the firll of this moon that they fought. Ne- 
ver appeared more valour j never was a combat more ter- 
rible ; and it is fcarce conceivable what blood was (hed. 
Thou who art a great and excellent feaman, may- 

eft eafdy guefs. ^ « 

Thefe thirty galleys having begun their combat with 
their cannon and muikets» the fea was in a little time 
coloured with bloo4j,and,covered with dead.bodies. Each 
galley having, iingled out his enemy, the ii|;ht was the 
more jUoody and obftinate. It is faid this.battle was feen 
from die walls and tops of houfes in Genoa> which were 
^crowded with fpe&atore, and looked on with the lame 
\;oDcern as if they had fought for the empire of Italy. 

The vlftory coft much blood ; which the French pre- 
tended to, feeing they took fix galleys from their ene- 
mies, amongft which was the Royal Patron of Spain, the 
Captain, and tlie Patron of Sicily, with eight hundred 
prifoners ; having themfelves loiU>ut three galleys, which 
were taken by the Spsuiiard's. The following night there 
arofe fo violent a tempeft, that the fea had well nigh 
fwaUowcd the victorious and the vanquifhed. The French 
loft the Royal Patron of. Spain, which breaking loofe, 
retired into a little port of the river of Genoa, wh«re the 
inhabitants of Arenzano feizing it, reftored it to the Spa- 
niard^ which, they fay here, the French will not fail teJ 
revenge. 

I«am perfuadcl that all I write to thee is tmc,becaufe 
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I have It from difintcrtfted hands, and fuch as Iinow the 
tnHh of what palTc s. 

Tliey add only, that the galleys of Spain having more 
flaves and foldiers, the vi^l;ory of the French was by fo 
much the more glorious , and they affirm that the other 
had two thoufand foot extraordinary, defigned for Milan. 

God give thee always vidtory over thy enemies, and 
make thee feared of all the world. 

Paris, 24th of the 9th Moon, of the Year 1638. 


tie fame. 

7m£y do here fo highly magnify their fuccelTes, as alfo 
tihofe of the allies of the crown of France, that I know 
not wh^t to believe, thefe exaggerations being fo contrary 
to the glory of the Ofmans. Having given tbcc an account ' 
of the fight betwixt the galleys df France and Spain, I 
wiU at prefent Inform, thee of the advantage, they fay, 
the galleys of Malta have had. 

They affirm, that this fquadron has defeated a very 
great galley of the Bafia of Tripoli, laden with gre^t 
ftore of rich merchandife. We know well, that thu 
Tffiel and her lading are of good value ; but not; lb greaf 
as the infidels publiih. ^hey fay farther, that they took 
upon the coafi of Calabria twd'gyeat veircb,.«iid a ppla- 
gu, commanded by Bicoce, admir^ of who is 

a renegado of Marfeilles. They fay IWA- 

dred Turks, three hundred and fifty 
fifty Chrlflian Haves fet at liberty. If what tlky fay ^is 
true, there were alfo-a great many brafe cannon in thefe 
jiups. They confefs, that the genemj of thefe galleys 
did all that was to be expe^ed from a ^valiant man, al- 
though he had the gbut j and that they I 9 P bjpt eight 
knights. 
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Thou\wlio knoweft the truth of this, adventure, 
iiifli fo great a lie. It is true, that the Chriftians hgve 
taken the veiTcls in qiicfllon ; but it is not true that their» 
advantage hath been fo great as they m^bT it, feeing 
there were no brafs cannon, but a few Chriftians deliver* 
ed ; and they having loft much mow than they acknow- 
ledge. 

Thou art valiant, thy employment gives thee the com^ 
mand of the fea ; root out of the world this little neft of 
obftinate pirates, who breathe but l)y the goodnefa of 
Aniurath, whofe clemeflcy hinders their deftru^on. 

Paris, 4th of the xoth Moon, of the Year 1638. 


B 0 O K IL 

LETTBR I«-» 7 o ibt CoptMn Bass a. 

HY wilt thou be more cruel than a ferpent, and give 
me poifon, when I fend thee fo good antidotes, to pre- 
ferve thee from the mifehiefs with which thou mayeft be 
overwhelmed i If thou beeft not fatisfied with my friend- 
fliip, be at leaft wife with the fincerity wherewith I have 
given my advice. Thy proceeding, I muft confefs, makes 
me repent I did not take another courfe : I (hould there- 
by, in all probability, have put a ftop to all thy ill prac- 
tices. Had I made known to the Grand Vifier what I 
wrote to thee from Vienna, I Ihould have received thanks 
for my care and diligence, and thy chaftifement ^ight 
have been of good example : But I tcU thee plainly now, 
that l,fhall be obUged to accufe thee of treafon, in cafef 
thou» continueft thy commerce with the Emperor of Ger- 
many’s fccretary. * 

D-4 
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, What interpretation wouldft thou have me ^/glvc the 
correfpondence thou holdcfl with this miniilery when I 
difeover that he fends thee continually prefents^ and re* 
ceiyes the fame from thee : Be perfuaded, every time 
thou appeared favourable to the Chriftians, that the plea- 
fures thou doft chem^render thee criminal to the xnulTiil- 
mans ; for, in dne, what is the meaning of thofe Per- 
fian horfes, tliofe Hungarian flaves, which thou fenteft, 
and that quantity of magnificent veds which thou pre- 
fentedd to thy friend ? What wouldft thou have a man 
think of that filver Hercules, a^d cloak enriched with 
pearls, which one of the faithful receives from an enemy 
of our holy law ? It fignifies nothing to anfwer my let- 
ters with paflion and raging : Go to the tribunal, where 
theft kind of ^ueftioud are to be decided ; the judge will 
*tcll thee whether fuch a commerce is lawful even in tnnes 
of peace. Thou much exaggera^eft the obligations thou 
haft to thy fridid at Vienna, becaufe he ufed thee well 
when thou his pri'foncJr of To this it is eafy to 
anfwer, That, if he behaved himfelf like a gentleman,' ‘ 
thou onghteft to imitate him like a good Maliometan. 
Should he to he tliy prifoner, take then thy re- 

vengej and epd^aygur requite him. 

, Agaioi fuppqfing it Ihould be dilbovered, that this thy 
friend has prefented thee with this fai^ous eyj^er, com- 
pofed with fuch ipgenuityi that it .may be fitly called 
Art’s Mafter-tplece,, what opiqio^ can the mufiulmans 
have of thy fidelity f It is, knoym, with what^^plication 
thou iifeft it to write into Germany, and to decypher the 
anfwers which thou receiveft. Are mot ' theft fuificient 

■> c 

figns to Aow, that the 4ifpatcbes thou writeft, and their 
anfwers, are like the Troja^ horf(^ ebncealingaboij^hle 
aod dangerous myfteries i Be perluadedl, that I had not 
writ to thee from Germany the letter w^ich has fo great* 
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ly ofFendIfd thee, on fimple conje^ures. The fecretary 
thy friend faid one day, he muil be a witch or a d^il 
that can difcover the artifice of thefe chara^^ers $ that aft* 
Italian, who was condemned to perpetual ini|nFifonment, 
had wrought twenty years to meliorate this art, and had 
btx>ught it to fiich great perfeftion, that he never faw 
any body that could underfland his letters with the key 
itfelf, which he gave them. It is faid that this invention 
is wholly new ; and the more admirable, that a letter of 
an ordinary ftyle, of domcilic affairs, qf love and compli> 
ments, may contain feortts of the grcatcfl importaricc/ 
without ufing equivocal expreffions, particular characters', ‘ 
figures, fuppofed names, hieroglyphics, juice of herbs, or 
liquors j it being impoffible ever to difcover what one dc* 
figns to hide. He adds, that one may write in Turkifli, 
Arabian, French or Italian, and conceal a fecret written 
in any tongue whatever. 

■ Thy fiiend carries it yet farther, and fays, be could 
make ufe of verfes to decypher profe ; And this audaci- 
^dWs man affirmed one day in the emperor’s aiitichamber, 
that he would put into French this horrible blafphemy, 

** The tyrant Amuratb will foon die j” which is found 
in the following verfes of an Italian poet, whereof ho 
immediately made a proof ':' and thefe are the Italian ver.> 
fes ; 

Giace TAlta Cartago» a pena i Segnl 
De Talte ftre ruine ilUdo ferba 
Muiono le citta, muiono i Re^i 
Cuope i faiU, e le pompe aren^ et herba 
£t Huom di efler mortal parchc li 
O nof^ra mente cupida, et fuperba fdegni. ^ 

If it appears that I am too fhai^ againll thee, I will 
veoe!>pe jpfr >^ithcut reply ; But if thou knoweft I 
«have haa jttt rcafoBs to write to thee as I have done, 
^hy arc thy ^fwclb fo full of injury I Tliink better on 
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thy intered;, and be always faithful* if thou ii^endeft'a 
long life. 

Paris, 4th of the loth Moon, of the Year 1638. 


II .— the fame. / 

The fmall fticccfs which wc always meet with at fca, 
obliges me to entertain thee thereon. I (hall take no no- 
tice of this to th<;. other grandees of the Porte, no not 
to the Kaimacham, to whom I*have not written thefe 
. three polls. If thou haft received my two laft letters, 
thou oughteft to be fatisfied with ‘the care which the 
faithful Mahmut takes to give thee found advice. Con- 
fidcr well all the civcumftances which are related here 
concerning the fca affairs. 

The lofs of fo many galleys, great Ihips, and other 
veffels, made this year by the friends of the eihpire, the' 
true faithful^ do much leffen the reputation of the Ot- 
toman greatnefs. 

The difcourfcs made hereon by the Chriftians, are fa 
many invcAives againft the honour of Amorath, againft 
^tbine, and that of our nation. If it be by a decree of hea- 
ven, that thefe Venetian pirates have taken this year all 
the galleys of Afric, wc mull then conclude that God 
is offended with us, and does not hear our prayers. For 
my part, I believe it j but I Ihould not be a good muf. 
fulman Ihould 1 pretend to underftaivd^ th^ fecrcta of Pro- 
vidence. 

They write from Marfeilles, that the peojde of Tunis, 
Bizerte, and Algiers, are greatly difmayed at the lofs of 
their fifteen galleys, which General Capello has taken, 
from them this year. Thou knowefl*how the bufmefs has ^ 
happened ; the infraftioti of the treal^ is xnaoifeft do all 
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ti^ worldj as well as the infultings over the fortrefs of 
tlie Grand Signlor. . I cannot imagine what excufes^^e 
fenators of this republic can make for what their a^i- 
ral has malicioufly done againft us, when they- (hall ^ be 
obliged fo give an account of their anions at the feet of 
Amurach. I fpeak to thee with all poiTible humility, 
and thou needefl: not doubt but I fpeak with zeal. I be- 
lieve it is time for thee to oppofe and put a ftop, not 
only to the piracies of thefe people, but the incurfions 
and continual enterprifes of the corfairs of Malta, and fo 
many veflels which infefttour feas, unefer the banner of 
the Duke of Tufeany, and other infidel princes. Thoui 
oughteft to fuccour thofe people which . are friends and 
tributanes to the Porte, whofe affiftance thou haft often 
advantageoudy ufed ; neither doft thou want means for 
this, having at thy difpofal the terrible forces entnifted 
to thee by Amurath ; and, with thefe, the magnanimous 
courage given to thee by nature. 

The Ghriftians have vowed to pierce this year into the 
^9ofphoru9, and put all to fire and fword. Above fixty 
French knights are determined for Malta, to join them- 
felves with their comrades, to cruise our feas with them. 
And thou knoweft the refolution and courage of this mill* 
tia, and the progrefs they^very day make. 

Relieve what Mahmut tells thee. Thou haft two feas. 
to keep, and, if It be true, thou haft made AlLPiccininb 
to come from Afric with fo many galleys, defigned to 
the keeping of the coafts of Barbary. It is not to be 
dbubted but the Divine Providence has ordered it (con- 
cerning fo grea^ Amurath's honour) that the guilty be 
purfued, fo that hot one of them may efcape his Venge- 
ance. 

All fay here, that Piccinino has loft»’ his anny 

for want of goo^ conduct. However, here are ^reat 
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rejoicings at bur lofles ; and, if polliblei mort in Italy, 
where the^ feel the advantage of fo confiderahle a prize 
at the fame time, together wi^ the honour of the viAo- 
ry, and where we aic hated more than in any place elfe 
be/ides, I befcechr God to chaftife thefe peoplf by thy 
hand ; and that the edge of thy cymetar, in giving death 
to, our, enemies, may put an end to flander and llan* 
defers. 

Here is an impudent fellow, who reports he has feeU 
th(ee, leveral times at Conftantinople. He with great 
cqnfidenoe affirms’, the Chriftiap corfairs will bring thee 
one day, laden with chains, into the arfenal of Venice 
or that ol Malta. He grounds bis predi£tion on that 
thpu art, fays hc« furious when thou commandeft ; and 
that lining too forward, thou canft not obey the orders 
givjUi th^e» , He adds, that tobacco, love of boys, wine 
and drite thee twice a-day into a condition tiii- 

capable of exercifing thy reafon. He moreover lays, 
thott^wanteft courage in a land-fight, neither art well 
ikiUed,in Tea combats. I would not write thefe^fooletie^ 
toMth^i.were I not perfuaded that they really ^ are foi 
and that thou wanted neither courage nor eitptrience. I 
am moreover perfuaded of the malignity of thy accufers, 
touching the debaucheries I mefil;ioned » and It iapp^ars 
tq me mpre pertinent %o writ^ thee this,^ than to the 
Grand Vifier ; though I mull confefs I am Hujoined to 
inform the miniders of the Porte of whatever I hear 
without any referve. . , ' 

It iS'fald, that to what concerns the r^epublic pf Ve« 
nice, and CapeQo^. who commands its na^t that this 
ucral wi^ for doing too well i/that this puif- 

fant date will be humbled to the kilTing the dirrup of 
■“our great Smperor^s horfei bi^t it will joftify the iaw- 
fulnels of the nriae which this genenJ^ade, as being no 
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\)reach «of the treaty with the Sublime PoitCj whence 
t^ome the ordcis by which the world ib to be governed j 
and that, in fine, the^pirates of Afric are not compre* 
bended in the treaties of peace made with bis Highnef^ 

And it is moreover alleged, that fhould this republic 
be obliged to reftore thefe galleys which fbe has taken, 
it will appear they have been loft through ftvcial acci- 
dents. 

All Cliriftendom is perfuaded there is no republic in 
the world governed with greater pru^nce ; which will 
make her avoid all occjfions of differS^e with the Porte, 
and feek all ways of reconcilement with Amurath, |to 
prevent a war which cannot be for her intereft. 

I liappened into a company of difcrect perfons, wlh) 
blame All Picciniuo’s conduct, and attribute his misfortune 
to his want of fkill, an4 to his rafhncfs. They affirm, 
that had he had the courage of a true foldier, he would 
have behaved bimfelf, Jiot only in the Archipelago, but 
in the Adriatic fea, like a captain, and not like a thief i 
^and that God has given him this mortification as a pu- 
niflimcnt for the cruelty he ftiewcd to the innocent ve- 
llals whom he made flaves at Calabria, together with a 
great multitude of old men and children ; which was an 
adf nowife fuitable to flCA brave commander. And this is 
the difeourfe caufed by the hatred to our nation, and. 
erpccially to Ali. 

Tlie great God, Sovereign Moderator of all things, 
keep thee in perfeft judgment, and make thy valour le* 
nowned, and thy glory proclaimed in all places uilight* 
ened by the by^arns of the fun. 

Paris, 6tb of ihe ixth Moon, of the Year 163$. 
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III.— To the fame. 

I *7R0TF to thee yefterday, what the fenfe of the world 
was of thee ; and I write to thee this day what mine is. 

Although thou afkcft not my advice, yet I will gi\c 
thee fuch as, perhaps, thou wilt approve of, and may be 
ufeful to thee in due feafon. 

Wilt thou be revenged of the Venetians, and all il\c 
Chriftians at once i Pafs over into the Adriatic feas with 
twenty fmall galleys f draw near at night to the fliore at 
Ancona ; and before the fun be u;>, ranfack the famous 
place of Loretto ; then mayeft carry away thtnee as great 
booty, as ever the confuls and Roman empeiors did tlfe- 
wherc* 

Couldeil thou conceive the immenfe riches fhut up in 
a little chamber (where the Chrfftiaris affirm, that a vir- 
gin received an ambaflador from heaven, under the form 
of an angel ; after whofe words (he found (he had con» 
celved the Meffias, whom the Chriftians worffliip) thou 
wouldeft not defer the executing of what Mahmut coun- 
fels thee. 

It is reported in this kingdom, as if Piccinino had fuch 
a defign. Why did not this brave fpark then execute 
what he had fo wtU contrived i When he was in Afric, 
he was to ravage all Italy ; and he had no fooncr come 
on thofe coafts, but he loft all the true African courage* 
He let himfelf be taken prKbner ; he fuffered a mighty 
fleet to be loft, and the (hamefulnels of his defeat will 
for ever blaft his name. 

If Amurath returns a conqueror of Babylon, which 
is very likely to happen, and thou takeft Loretta ; it may 
be faid, that the Ottoman empire is arrived at its full 
height, Loretto being the Mecca of tl:\c Chriftians. ' 

There is no feafon wherein one fec^ot arrive an ini» 
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Unite nutober of pilgrims from all parts, who co^to 
offer there their devotions, with the fame zeal as the faith- 
ful go and pray at tlie tomb of our holy prophet ; 

• they often join with their prayers, offerings-of confide 
able value. A fmaU number of priefts of the Roman 
church have fuch treafures there in their keeping, as cai^ 
not be fully valued : Veffels of both gold and fdver, with 
veftures, and ornaments, and precious ftoncs, which fcrve 
to fet forth this temple, the moft magnificent and famous 
amongft the Chriftians; an infiniie^ber of lamps, 
crowns and fceptres, offered by the greateft princes of the 
Chriftian belief ; and, in fiile, whatever can be imagi^d 
moft beautiful, moft great and coftly. Thou that know- 
eft not what fear is, thou canft forefea notlung mthis 
enterprife which may deter thee. The priefts of this fa- 
mous temple fl’eep all the night long, and fpend the day 
in chanting their maffcs, and the foldiers dcfigncd for th^ 
keeping of this place, are few in number, and can make 
but fmall lefiftance ; If thou beeft perfuaded of the truth 
Sof what I write, do more' than Ciefar ; go, conquer, and 
repofe thyfelf. I have no more to write to thee 1 1 fen^i 
the Kaimacham a' copy of this letter. Ii h^ve writ ihcc 
whatever has comeito my knowledge, -and thou woJdeft 
ferther know, what MfSimut, under the habit of Titus, 
has difeourfed at Paris. I am willing to inform th«, I ^ 
have anfwered fomc people, who have had the boldneft 
to fay, “ "riiat the Ottoman empire will be foon rumed, 
fhould it receive fuch another blow,”- that if , trees be not 
wanting in Afia, the Mahometans will not want ihips nof 
galleys; and that they will haye aa many foldiers and 
feamen as they pleafc ; if the women do not hippen d 
of them at once to be barren. Thou knoweft that af- 
ter the battle ©yLepanto, wherein the great God and 
oip' Prophet ^gned to mortify the faithful, that Be- 
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favourite maintained the glory of his maftei, in thi/B 
fpeaking to the Bailo of Venice : There is this dif^ 
fq;encc between the lofles which the republic makes, and 
^the misfortunes which happen to the mulTulmans ; that 
when we took fiom you the ifland of Cyprus, we cut olF 
one of your arms ; and when you defeated us in battle, 
it was juft as if you had cut off our beatds, wliich will 
foon grow up again \ and if women and trees do not fail 
us, we ftiall foon have ihips and men ; but the lofs of 
your arm can nlfv^^r be repaired*” 

The etemzd Lord, without whrm nothing can fubfift, 
make the fea always navigable, and without tempells^ 
that the winds may favour thy defigns ; and udien thou 
haft finilbed all thou oughteft, for the glory of the cm^ 
pircf I pray Heaven make thee poffeffor of the infidels 
countries, which thou (halt fubdoe. 


Pans, 7th of the ztth Moon, of thw Year 


IV.~7s the Kaimacham* 

Tais letter will perhaps prove troublefome to thee, 
wherein thou wilt find ajn odd mixture ^ however, thou 
wilt have no caufe to complain of me ; for vvhatever I 
write to thee, fliall be put into fuch order, that if the 
firft news be troublefome to tl^ee, the laft will prove other*- 
wife. Thou haft received none of my lettera in the laft 
packets which I fent thee ; and I have found it more 
to the purpote to make thee know at once, though fome- 
thing later, what I could not write but at three times ; 
whereby thou wik be better inf6nped than others, to whom 
I wrote the firft notices I had* There is nothing like to 
patience, as in all other things, fo mor^ efpecially as to 
what concerns news ; the lame poft always bringing the 
beft inteUigence. 
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^^^owev*cr, I hope thou wflt pardon me, if 1 wrote oh. 
ly to one perfon, who is the Captain Bafia, thofe dif« 
agreeable things which I heard, that I might not mak«« 
a new recital, which would not pleafe ; belidcrthat he is 
obliged, as well as the other minifters of the Porte, to 
impart to thee the advices he receives from me. 

Thou wilt find by the copy of the letter which I have 
written, that it is not without reafon- 1 am angry ’vyith 
him. My defign is not to learn thee what thou knew- 
eft probably before me, but what tboi^^ptfyeft be igno- 
rant of, and yet oughteft to know. ’ 

The Chriftians exprefs continually tbeir hatred againft 
\i8, always fpeaking ill ,of our affairf. Althougb there 
be no war declared between thefe infidels and' the ever 
invincible Stiltan, yet they ceale not to be our enemies $ 
and thou mayeft know by their difcouvfe, they are ever 
laying defigns againft us. Thou know^ft the uftial way 
of the world is to difcout& firft of affairs, and then take 
their refolutions; The French are generally excepted 
l^om this rule, for they have "executed their defigns be- 
fore they began to fpeak of them ; fo lively is their ima- 
gination, and Jo ready arc they to take their refolutions. 
They do in affairs of ftatf, what we are wont to do in 
thofe of religion j they (ketde them by the fword. They 
affirm, that princes who have valour, have no jufter tri- 
bunal than war ; and ^t, their foldieis are their lawyers. 
What meafurea then, moft wife Kaimacham, can be taken 
v/ith a nation which is in a continual ajitivlty ? The French 
cannot remain at reft ; and when they difturb not their 
neighbours, they make war amongft themfelves. ^ The 
minifters of foreign princes, who do, near the matter, 
what I do, although they have a charader which I have* 
not, are inceffantl)^ adtion ; They watch without ceaf- 
>ug,^a6 I do, on^hat palfes) and thou mayeft affurc 
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thyfelf, that the Divan fhall be fully and certainly ad^- 
tifed of all things. 

The Pope keeps here, as his ambalTador, a prelate^ 
called a Nuncio. The Emperor of Germany, the King 
of Spain, thofe of England, Swedeland, Denmark, and 
Poland, the decors, and fevcral other princes of the 
empire, entertain alfo ambafladors, to obferve the mo- 
tions of this prince, who often breaks all their meafures. 
The ftates of Italy do alfo the fame, ^here are, in this 
part of Europ?Sf>rincc8 and republics ; Thefc little fo- 
vereigns arc more jealous than Withers of their interefts, 
and do more concern themfelves in all a&tra which pafs. 
The repubUcs likewife ufe greater precautions in their 
condu6t than the monarchs do» 

The republic of Venice bss acqured a great repu- 
tation I France keeps a gpod correfpondence with her ; 
the ambaffador of that Hate, living here with all the 
marks of grandeur, and* the Ijunc prerogatives granted 
to thofe of crowned heads^i * Neither Perfia nor Muf- 
covia, keep any public miniiler here, yet, perhaps, they 
may have feme that give private intelligence to their ma- 
fters. As to vriiat concerns the princes of the Indies, 
they feem not to me to have any intereft here ; fo that 
they have, I believe, no agent in thefe parts, either pub- 
lic or private. If the name of Spy be mean or difho- 
nourablc, I know no body that is ,qaUed one ; for 1 be- 
ing unknown, my reputation therefore runs no hazard. 

I ferve, without being obferved. \But to i^eak plainly, 
what arc the ambafladors and agents of ^mce^^but fc- 
cret fpics, as I am, who, under pretence df^kteping a 
correfpopdence between their maftets,' inform them of 
«what they can difeover in the courts where they' ar^ fent., 
Thou ihalt be fufficiently informyd by the Bafla of^ 
the fca of Piccinino’s adventure j he wjll fliow thee what 
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I Rave written. However, there are«4]xty galleys loft $ 
an^ our greateft confolation is, that we (hall not want 
. tneans to be revenged : If the' Chriftians have cut off on? 
of our fingers, we ought to pluck out both their’ eyes. 

It is faid here, that this admiral is made prifoner by 
the Venetians : Jf this be true, his confinement miift be 
very nneafy to him. But all people are not agreed, 
whether be be a pnfoner or no* ; for fome maintain, he is 
at Conftantinople, where he juilifies himfe^with his ufual 
arrogance; laying all the fault on thtf^cnegado, who 
commanded the Admiraf of Algiers. 

1 have recommended to the Bafla of the fea, the en^ 
terprife of Loretto. If thou haft leiftire to examine the 
proje61, thou wilt find, though I am no captain nor ma- 
riner, what I have hinted k worth regarding. The 
knowledge which I have of the world, of the manner 
of living of the Cbriftian prints, and priefts of Rome, to- 
gether with the other notices I have acquired, by the rcad- 
^ ^njg of hiftories, (hould make me confidered as a man 
that is able to ofltr at great things' ; though I have not 
as yet gained much credit' in the world. 

The ambaflador of Venice, refidtng In this court, fays, 
that their republic' will ^ti^y the Grand Signior ; affirm- 
ing, that Ali is a pirate ; that the Africans have broken 
the peace ; and that the a6tion of their general Capcilo 
is juft and heroical ; and that Amurath himfelf will chaf- 
tife Piccinino. He moreover pretends that the g^leys 
which were taken will not be reftored, feeing it will be 
made apparent, that they have been loft by different ac- 
cidents : I think he fay^^, they have been all funk before 
the Me of Corfoii, by the Senate's order, to prevent the 


. expeftation of a furrender, the Admiral of Algiers only ' 
excepted, which ^fe infidels have brought in triumph 
into^their arfcnall to 'preferve the remembrance of an 
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event, which they pretend to be very gloriouB to tlfem. 
But thefe mitfortunes arc not extreme nor paft remedy, 
" if God continues the life of our great emperor, and thy 
health* 


Parit, 7th of the itth Moon, of the Year 1638. 


V . — To the fame. 

Thby have^l^ength given over talking of our loflct, 
but I give not over deviling th4 means to be revenged of 
the Chriftians. Remember^ that the Grand Vilier keeps 
in piifon a man fit for great things at this time, who can 
do the Nazarenes confideraUe mifchi^l^ and procure 
notable advantage to the mufluhnans* If thje old rene- 
gado of Dalmatia be yet alive, he is capable of deftroy- 
ing all places in the Mediterranean Sea. Advife with 
him about the dcftni41ion of J^retto* There is no Cor- 
fcry that has done more hold exploits* He has fpent/» 
fixty years in courfing on the Archipelago and Adriatic 
fca ; where he has made horrid devaftatione, with infi- 
nite prizes^ He has likewife moft confiderably damnified 
the Coflacs on the Black Sea* He began the trade at 
nine years old in a little veflel, has been wounded in 
lt(renty» or tweniy-two occafions^ taken prifouer four 
times by our pirates, and thiice^ efcaped out of tbeir 
hands 5 and not being able to fly the fourth time, nor 
redeem himfcif by money, he redeemed himfelf by his re- 
ligion, which he quitted lo embrace ours ; and fincc he 
has been circumcifcd, he has brought to Conftantinople 
above thirteen thoufand Haves in about thirty years fpace* 

• He has psfitd full five years in the cleft of a rock^ along 
the banks of the Adriatic fea ; whicSi by his induftry he 
made a futc place of retreat. Here i$ was that ht hid 
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with Ilia men and vcflel, like a wild bcaft in his 
den j and it is hard to imagine how many fnares he laid 
during that time, for thofc of his own religion. He hate 
•been often purfued, hnt could never be taken j^and his 
n^me became fo terrible amongft the Chriftians, that there 
was no place but dreaded him. But, in fine, having, as 
It is faid, attempted to betray his mafter, in delivering in- 
to the Chriilians hands the five gallics he commanded, 
he was fent, by order Ifrom the Grand Vifier, into the 
cafile of Seven Towers, although his cnrrj^s^as not cer- 
tainly proved. It is aboi^ two-and fifty 'mpons fince he 
has been there kept prifoner, and he is not only very old, ^ 
but decrepid. The long penance which a man has un- 
dergone that has done fuch great things, and who is ac- 
cufed of having done one ill one, of which he is not con- 
vive d, does plead for feme indulgeuce. ^ 

1 fhall never go about to folicit for the liberty of a 
traitor ; yet I muft fay, that men who have dared to exe- 
cute great crimes, are often capable of heroic a£iions. 
This man was, and is dill, at the end of his life ; perhaps 
if thou wilt endeavour to procure him fome advantage, 
and make him hope dill greater, he may repair his fault, 
by performing fomething for the good of the empire ; 
or at lead give fome good advice. Thou knowed the 
ancient Perfians had a law, whereby their kings were 
obliged, not to put a malefactor to death for one crime ^ 
and private perfons not to chadife their domcdics or fiaves 
for one fault. Thou knpwcd, moreover, that princes 
fhould obfeive in the chadifement of their fubjcAs, whe- 
ther the fervices they had rendered have n6t been gmter 
than their prefent faiUngs, and paidon them if tlieirgood 
deeds furpafled their bad* Thefe laws, although no long- 
•er obfefved in Perfi^ yet ccafc not to be wife precepts ; 
* to which if thou no reg^d, yet thou wilt have fome 
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to the zeal and affeAIon of Mahmut. And if nthou wjlt 
fuifer me to make here a (hort digrefilon, in comparing 
^jie ftate wherein we are with that of the ancients, thou 
• wilt find how much our monarchy furpafles all othcrs«^ 
Doft thou believe, generous Kaimacham, that the Ottoo 
man empire is equal, inferior, or fuperior to that of the 
ftomans in PoAipey^a time t Let us content ourfelves with 
fuppofing it equal, to fpeak without palfion, and cut tiie 
courfe of difputes, which might be made hereupon, and 
refleA, I praM^c, on the conduA which Pompey held 
in the war he nme againft tho^' infinite number of pi* 
rates which infefted the feas of Italy, Africa, and Afia. 
He was made general of an army of five hundred fail, 
with abfolute power to do what he thought fitting, with- 
out giving any account. Thou knovi’^il his conduA was 
fo prudent and full of valour, that embarking with ten 
tboufand and twenty foot, and fix thoufand horfe, he in 
forty days cleared* Lybia, Sicityf Spain, Sardinia, and in a 
word, all the feas which depended on the Roman power, 
from zn infinite number of pirates, who had, as it wer? ^ 
befieged the capital of the eihpire by their incurfions, ra« 
pines and violences. 

Now, although the number of our enemies be not fo 
great, nor their llrength fo confiderable, yet it is to be 
feared, left the infidels be one day bold enough (having 
joined their forces, which now lie difperfed) to fall up- 
on us, and ihake the vatt monarchy of the Ottomans, 
which they now often difturb bjr frequent enterprizes in 
feveral parts. 

We have an infinite number of places to preferve ; we ♦ 
have feveral kingdoms, populous ifles $ we command war- 
Jiike nations, and the number of the empire’s fubjeAs arc 
innumerable, which ought to encour^e us to undhtake ' 
no left than Pompey did bcretEdorc; was called the 
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Agameini\on of Italy, becaufe he commanded a numeroui 
as this hero of the Greeks formerly did. But it 
being already midnight, I am forced to finifti this letter^^ 
left it fliould be too late for the poft. ^ 

(hall inform thee by the firll opportunity, of what 
has happened in Italy and Germany, and of fcveral otlier 
things which 1 thought I ought to give thee notice of 
by this exprefs ; but accufe me not of negledt, in not hav« 
ing written all to thee in this letter, and receive my ex* 
cufe, which is juft and linccrc, and grant thy favour. 

The great God increafc thy profpenT!^ and continue 
thy health and credit in the dominions of the invincible 
fultan, under whole glorious reign we live. 

Paris, 7th of the nth Moon, of the Year 1638. 


VI.—7V tht fame. 

* * * 

I PASS immediately inta-Montferrat, without leaving 
Frjince, to tell thee, that the Spaniards have there made 
themfelvcs mailers of a little town, which the French 
could not keep for want of men ; and have alfo demo- 
lifhed the fortrefs which guarded the place, that their 
enemies might not have any defire after a rqprifid. 

The eldeft fon of, Amadaeus, Duke of Savoy, is now : 
dead ; he was calleid Lewis Amadaeus ; he was but feven 
years old when declared fovercign, and was fo but few 
moons. He died four days after the ceremony of his 
baptifm. Tht King of France and the Queen of Spain 
W'cre 'godfather and godmother to this prince. Thou wilt 
aflc me perhaps, how this could be, feeing they could*not 
be there prefent ? But thou muft know, that thefe Na« 
zarenes Rffift often at thefe ceremonies by procuration. 
The Dutchefs of feems to me worthy -of compaf- 
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fion, haying bftjn one year both her hufband and her 
fon, and a good pait of her eftatCi and fees what remains 
jito her expofed to the liazards of war ; but (he has iver 
(hewed herfelf a woman of courage and refolutlon. 
fecynd Ton has been declared his brother’s heir, aqd the 
|;ates have chofe her regent during his minority. 

'The reafon of the hidden vifit which the Eleftor of 
Sa^^ony gave the King of Hungaiy, is not yet known. 
We have had advice of his departure from Diefden, the 
capital town*<)i^hi8 country, with a great train of cour- 
tieis, and the three princes his ions, and that he went to 
LeutmaritZ| where this king expefted him ; and it is far- 
ther faid, that in the fnUdl time they w'ere together, they 
have had fevei'al conferences, the fubjed of which is not 
yet difcovered. The king has prefented the duke with 
a rich coach, with fix finely horfes, fiimptuoufly bar- 
nefied, and given diamonds aind gold cnmhs to his cour- 
tiers* But thou beinghcarer the place of this conference, 
and the forte having every* were fubtle agents, thou 
xnayeft fooner get this than t ; for it is not to *be 
doubted, but there is fomething batching againil the Ot- 
tbman empire, whilft Amurath is at that diftance, and the 
chief of bis empire employed elfewhcre. 

^ td whJrt concerns the progrefs of the Duke of Wey- 
mar,' who carries on dif in Alfacla, there are infi- 
nitely different neiCs come' ftxnh thence fince I wrote to 
tbee$ but this U' what is mo% c<^ain. After the taking 
of Friburgh, this gcnei^l made hrmfelf maftcr of the 
campaign about and his aimyfeidng upon all 

the poffe thereabouts, the Impeiiali^s put themfelves in 
a poft^fe oT hindering them ; but Ibf 'three months time 
they could dd no^in^but fpoil the corn, and forage In 
the counlr)^/ wlicrcb^ they waited ^cir own fubfiftence. 
They have fiuitleftfy ehdfeaVouted'to breakdown the 
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'^ri^ge wliich Weymar had buflt at Nurcmbcrgh, whefe 
Nicy met with fuch rcfiftancct that they were forced to 
^^irc vith tireir army, which was in great danger. 

.tUe duke alfo met with no fuccefs in his enterprife on 
OfFenburgh, through the fault of fifteen Timdrcd muf- 
queteers, French and German8> who came not foon enough 
to plant their ladders againft the walls, and furprife this 
place ; and he hasfince made different trials, which have 
proved aU in vain. An officer had alread^r entered as far 
as the ramparts, with a fmall party whiehiie commanded, 
by means of a falfc pafa^rt ; but being difeovered by a 
centinel, he was forced to retreat' in confufion, whh^the 
lofs of fomc of his men. Weyniar lince defeated two re- 
giments of dragoons, and two other regiments of horfe, 
and feiflied on the callfe of -Rfeitburgh ; the garrifon oF 
w’hich place fuircn^crcd at "difcretion to a Swedifh offi-. 
cer. But I am informed, that the two armies came near 
to one another on the banks of tlie Rhine, of which I fliall 
fay no more than what is nccefTary. 

The empcroi''s troops being difeovered by Weymar's 
van-guard, commanded by Turenne, gained an high 
giound, on wliich fortifying themfeivcs, tliey fhclterccl 
behind a church and fome hoiifes, before whicKthcrc was 
a battel y raifed of fcvcral pieces of cannon, to keep the 
Swedes at a diftance, and hinder them from encamping 
too near. Some French imprudently advancing to dit ^ 
cover the enemies pod me within lefs than mufket (hot, 
were almoft all killed on the place. By this time the 
Dulte of Weymar, feeing he could not draw the Impc- 
rialids to fight, an^ it being impolTible to foroe tbeift on 
the mountain, where they w’cre intrenched, retired under 
.the caiUe of Maubur^ with his rcar-gtiard, commanded 
by the Count dc Gydrbian, a French genileman. The 
next day he joined the reft of his army, and being 
VoL iT E 
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formed by a Moor that fervej him, and la whom he 
great confidence, that the Impcrlalifts began early in tlve 
mbrning to retire, he immediately therefore put himMf 
into a condition to follow them, making his army to. 
march in battle array. His horfe confided of four-and- 
twenty fquadrons, and his foot of eight battalions, bedd^s 
the auxiliary troops, of which he made a referved body. 

The French affii*m,the Imperialifts wer c the drongeft,as 
having four thoufaiid men more than tlie Swedes, of which 
it is hard to knThi&tlie certainty, but the particulars of the 
battle are worth one’s \Miting. * It was veiy bloody, the 
fight being obftinately held by both parties, and the vic- 
tory long inclining fometimes to one fide, and fometimes 
to another ; fo tliat the combatants were ready to retire, 
weary of ftriking and being ftruck, when fortune on a 
fudden declared herfclf for the Duke of Weymar, who 
behaved himfelf in the fight like a wife captain and va- 
liant foldier. It is certain the Imperialids have loll two 
thoufand men on this occafion, with fcvcral of theii prin- 
cipal officers, and alfo above fifteen hundred were made 
prifoners, amongft which there were above two hundred 
perfons, confiderable on the account of their birth and em- 
ployjir. I nnake no mention of the number of the can- 
JH)0, neither do I reckon the hundred colours or cornets, 
npr thoufand waggons kden with all forts of am- 
munition, which fell to the conquerors ; but I greatly 
sralue the box of writings of two great commandeis, 
wherein were fouod the hiftruftions and fecrct orders of 
ih^ King of Hungary, and fonie treaties made with the 
fublime Potte, to which all the potentatch of the world 
tnould pay l^omage. 

* It c^not yet be difeovered what thefe treatifs con- 
tai^» ) J Aiall do all that is poffibfit^n order to it. The 
booty has 'been great j however Weymar feems not to fet 
3 



<99 


Book. II. A spy AT PARIS. 

i > i 

much by lif as anning at fomething more coniiderable. 
He remained two days in the field of battle, the better 
^o aifTiire hls^ enemy of his conqueft. He moreover pr*- 
..ends in hio letters to this court, that he had not in this 
expedition above five hundred foot, and T few cavalry, 
which out of a bravado, he fays he will reinforce with his 
pages. This is that which our emperors, who are the 
inafters of the world, would fcruplc to fay in the prefence 
of their flaves, fo far would they be from fpeaking fo be- 
fore an army, as this prince did in thepiifence of a great 
king. See the vanity ®f one of thefe Infidels generals. 

In obedience to the orders which I received from thec^ 
I here end my letter, fo that thop wilt receive a very im- 
perfed relation of the evqpts which I began to relate to 
thee ; and I fliall continue rny^difpatch to-morrow, that 
thou mayeft the better r^ember what I have already 
written to thee, that I may not lofe the thread of the 
hiflory. 

Taris, 24th of the laft Moon, of the Year 163S, 


VIL— To the fame. 

1 FivD in the Alcoran, the chapter which fpeaks of 
Umbo’s to be very long ; and I believe, I never Wrote 
thee any letter, wherein there were fo many words; thou 
(halt not receive henceforward any from me larger th4h 
the hundred and fix verficles of this chapter*, feeing thou 
enjoined me to be fiiort. 1 have therefore divided this 
dlfpatch into two, led it fhould pro^ee tirefome to thee ; 
although 1 believe ihou wouldd^have found vtbeh en« 
til e, not fo long as the chapter wliich. treats of helh < 
\^e)rmar lod no time, but went and ^encamped 1>efoi% 
Brifac. He cassia, the trenches to* be idpened with great 
dij/gence ; and has fo befet the Rhine, that* nothing car 
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pafs without his' leave. This, river is confidcrable for its 
hrgencfs, and length of its courfib ; carrying veffcls of 
great harden, which make it much frequented. 

This ' (taptaiii perceiving the town wanted provifions 
of ;alL kinds, iifed all imaginaj^le artifices to furprife 
itv or carry it away by aflault. It is the capital of a 
great province, where he is tnafter of f(^,veral confiderable 
places,' and feveral itrong caftks», from whence one may 
fe}”, die phee was already befieged. . , 

'^Things wereTn this condition, and there was no other 
di^coOrfe iu the Swedes camp, b\it of viftoties, loQeat. 
and wounds, when the news of die birth of the Dauphin 
wi^s brought iheie, which ^caufed another noife to ,be 
hearth. ^ Tlic horfe and foot jomed their diouts of joy to^ 
the Tounds of the driUnsi trumpets,, and^hc anilkry^ 
which was feveral times difehatgedo, 

Thiwalour of the Duke of Weymar, and^fchat iifTthbi 
troops which he commands, mad&Aot the imperialifts to 
lofe their courage, having rectuited their army with b(cw 
troops. General Lamboye^ man of cauragie and giood 
Gondufl^ appeared in the fight of the Swedes, having 
hided to his army five tboufand men, with the, reft of 
the trp9fs of ’Prince SavelK, and * wafted thc^ country, 
dSiJch'the inemy was in poffeflBcm of. Jf ^wbiil(kft 
know the ^^a,rion^ of the ^Swedes chmpj jand ti>‘< what 
snnifner they made their trenches and xircuaivaUadons^ I 
ceo certainly ififbrmi dice, .having had fome timef fiace a. 
vjtry exaft draught of it. This camp is three Gcmfiaa 
ihileb in oobipafs, fsiriified . on each fide by a trench fix* 
teCfi foot thick, withR iarg^ deep ditch, Ji ^double palu 
fade, and feveral ' rcdoubtisifi The lower, as well as the 
u^per parts of tbs' town, hre irnghtily annoyed hy two 
bilges made on tbo Rhine*J*The abufSc^ce of all forts 
cf^ tmamunkion does much hearten the army* The com* 



Bookll. 


i^A SPY AT PARTC. 


lot 


niancler/oltlniugh vciry i*U, yet it, iiictflanlly’ watchfiil^ 
aiid feems iiidefatigaWe- The faJdler^, animated by thcii* 
fuccefToBj thiijik of nothing but new conqnclls uikI 
new booty, imagining themftlves invincible. The artil- 
lety which is in the is fifty pieces of^reat cannon, 

\Vith wliich ftich batteries have been made as drive the 
btfiegcd to defpain I ndeutidti not to thee feveral fmall 
ikirmjfhes which cc^inually happen, yet this is what is 
inoft confide:! able : Some troops of young^foldierg of the 
Impel ial army, liaving taken feveral cattle from the 
Swedes, and made fofhe prifoners, had notice of the 
inarch of Colonel Sillard, who came from France, and 
brought a good fum of money for the payment oP the 
troops. They*went to meet him, and took it together 
with feveral yoUng gentkimea prifonerk, all men of note, 
and who had alfo«a gbeat deal of money about thenu 
At the fiime timr, the* Duke of Xorrain, a prince of 
great valour, who ferves in the Impeilaliits party, bad 
undertaken to relieve Brifac, which he knew v^as reduced 
*to the utmofl extremity having cholen for this de-* 
fign forty companies of foot for a convoy of provifions, 
and being on his march, he met with the Duke of Wey^ 
mar. And tlJs is the (hoit of the llory : The prince 
was itill indifpofed, by rcafon of bis late ficknefs ; yec 
this could not hinder him from embracing this occafian„ 
which he believed to be of great importance to his party f 
he got therefore on horfehack, and marched up to the 
Duke* 

The combat lalted five hours, and Lorrain did all tb?it 
could be expeded fiom i brave and expetienced com- 
mander. But he was confttained to yield to the duke’a 
fortune, and retire into a wood, with wliat he could faVb 
of his troops ; anl the Swedes courage was jioba little 
iticrcafed by fo great an advantage, which will certainly 
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be attiendcd with the lunender of Brifac. The Duke of 
Weymar reitvained maftcr of the iield> having entirely dc-y 
feated, the Ii^perialifls foot, aad put the Difkc of Lor J 
taaVs horfe into* a horrid diforder: There lay abojj^e twelve 
hundred dead on the place ; and all the baggage, toge- 
ther with the nin munition, ft 11 into the hands of the 
conqiieior. A man would think, illuftrious Ivairnacham, 
that the god Mars has united liimfelf with t,liis captain ; 
for notwithftanding the weatnefs of' his body, he pei- 
forma every day moft hejoic adions wiili his valiant fol- 
dicrsi'^who are ready to uudertake*" any thing, when he is 
at their head. Whether this happens from his not va^ 
luing his life, or his thirft after honour j yet fo it is, that 
he cannot live without nouriftii'ng himfcif with viftorics ; 
and he begins already to equal the famous Guftavus, un- 
der whom he has learned his. Tet/hc has loll, not,- 

withftanding hJs diligetitCi two^ forts he bmlt on the 
Rlune ; which if he maices, it wjlf not be without ifie 
coft of much blood on both fidfei. The Germans have 
alfcadfj loft fixty thoufand men there, amobgft' which 
there were four hundred drowned. 

^ The extremities of Brifac, of which we have already 
private advices, are at prefent known to all the world. 
The Swedes intercepted, the hft moon of Oftober, a 
letter from the governor to the King of Hungary, where- 
in he laid open his condition, and told him plainly, that 
places which wanted men, \i6luals, and ammunition, could 
ROt be defended but by a miracle ; adding, that the heft 
officers and foldlers w^cre already dead ; and thofe that 
were aWe, were either fick, or lay wounded, ami fo great- 
ly tired that they could do no fervice ; and befides, their 
vtAuals wqiild lad but twrelvc days. He feemed after- 
waV^s to reproach him for letting the time flip, in which 
he had promifed him afliftance i and put him in miKd, 
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he did not believe he could hold out to the fourth of the 
•noon of September, being reduced to fuLli cxti^mitres, . 
that he durll^not mention paiticularB, lcll hiij letter {bouldi 
Tall into other handej. Obferve the impiudence of tlic 
cxprefiloiis ; he dares not write all, and jet lui writes more 
than needs, to difcover that the place will be infallibly 
L then. 

If thou beeft impatient to know the furrender of 
Brifac, thou flialt be fatisfigd by this difpatch. I'he poll 
ib now come, which brings news of the taking of that 
important place ; and kc is come hither in three days. 
The place was taken according to the rules of war, fur- 
renderiag the ninth of the lad moon of this year, acqjOrdf 
ing to the Chriitians ftyle. The governor procured very 
honourable te^ms |j^ and truly he fuftained the fiege with 
all the vigour and courag^e polfiblc, to the laft extremity. 
He is'called the Baron de' Reynech : His name 'defervea 
a-place in the letters thou enrcgillcreft ; and that the Di- 
van ihould be informed of a man who knows fo well to 
defend what is cntniftcd to him, that they may give to 
virtue her due. UTierc went out of Brifuc only four 
hundred foot, and feventy horfe, who weie all naked, 
uoLindcd, and almoll dead with hunger ; They were re- 
duced to thole extrcinltits, that they had aheady eated 
the flcfli of horfes, catp, and dogs ; and foipe were fail 
to have devoured human flcfli. As touching the hootj, 
there are different* difeourfes ; but it is certain, the con- 
(jiieror found above two hundred pieces of cannon in the 
place. 

But tjiere 13 a llrange ftory related of a young lacly, 
of admirable- beauty, who falling down at the l3uke ot 
Wc]j mar’s feet, thus fpake to hiin : , 

Sir, I have But feme fe>v moments to live, hunger 
having reduced to the gates of death ; but I ^ajl die 
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Jcfperatf , if j ou do not rtvcngc me of a bafe fellow, 
%vho has txaftcd of me a diamond of gicat value, which 
I have been fotced to give him for a roafted monfe : 1 
am not angry with him for taking of me a pearl necklace' 
during the fiege for four ounces of flour j but I confefs 
my wtaknefs, I cannot fie myftif bereaved of what I 
moll valued, and die withoi t fatisfa ‘lion.” It ib fi'id this 
prince could not fotbear (hedduig teatis at fo piteous a 
fpeftaclc, this lady dying almoll at the fame iuftant (lie 
had done fpcn4iing ; but it is not known whether he caH- 
I d this hard-hearted fellow to ^ account for what he 
had detained. 

The fiege of Biifac lafted^foiir moons, almoll four, 
icore thoulaiid men perifliipg in the town, by ficknefs, 
vrdunds and famine. Bonfires mad; at Paris foi fo 
grfeat an advantage ; and the. Duke of Weymar^s pratfei 
arc every wliere celebrated, and great commendations ar4 
given him in the letters from tf*e court. Our empire 
may have one day fometbing tOv fear from fo brave, fa 
experienced, and ambitious a captain, were he at Icxfiire r 
But Germany is fo large a country, fo full of fiout men, 
a))d contains fu many great .towns, and thofe fo well for- 
tified, as win aflbrd him work enough, without trou- 
bling us. 

It 18 pleafantly faid here, that the emperorp of Ger« 
niaby w3l no more fleep quietly ; for in lofing Brifac 
they have loll their pillow o^ which llicy reiltd ; and it* 
isihought, France may one day unite this conqueil to 
her crown. The great God multiply the yifars of thy 
life ks the fand of the fca, and incrcafc e vtry dav tbv 
fortune) and continue thy health. 

f* ^ ^ 

vParis, 2 jkh of thelrifi Moon, of the Yeari 63 Si 
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VIII.— Mellch Aml1‘ 

I HAVE hejrd here a confufed difeourfe of the dif^racc 
o£ Stndya Bey ; but thy letters have fatisfied me. Th^u 
feeft* fiicnd, how things go. He had tlf? princess fa- 
Nour^ and yet could not fave himfclf. He had moieover 
great lichos, and yet was obliged to undergo fuch great 
ignominy. He wSl be moic deformed than he was, hav- 
lug now left his nofe and cars m the hands of the com- 
mon executioner. 

Amurath, in condcn«nIng him to this puniihment, has 
doi c an aft of juftice woithy of him ; for the honefteft 
men n the emp.ie have ever \idfhcd ill to this proud* and 
Iiifolent Greek. This man, who was but a pitiful fifher- 
man, and feller of oyfters, got this intolerable piide by 
the prodigious riches he acquired iti this mean occupa- 
tion. < His great wealth made him find the means of ob- 
taiuuiig the favour of the minifters and favourites of the 
prince ; and his highners nimfclf honoured him with his^ 
kieodfhip, gave him offices, and heaped up riches on 
him.. Thou fhoiildfl know all I fay ; but I am iifloniffi- 
cd thou fhouldft write to me, that this wretch haying 
been put out from the government of Walachia, by rea- 
fon of his infupportdble piide and extreme covetoufnefs, 
fhoifld pretend to re-enter on this office by means of 
money, trying In fomc fort to corrupt the juftice of Al^ 
mtirath. Obferve how many ways he draws on him the 
prince’s indignation ; The emperor muft have been more 
cci^ous than Stridp, had he favoured his defign ; but 
decree of Heaveh that Stridya fhould he pu- 
and that our m..{ler fhould give a terrible example 
of his juftice, to terrify thofc who ufe their riches to^ 
commit all forts of drimes, and to purchafe all manner of. 
infamous pleafure. 

® 5 
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The news of tjic fall of this llave had in fame .fort mi- 
tigated the great melancholy I felt, when I Received tb\ 
letter ; But the death of Zagaharafei, our conjmoii friend, 
not a little a/Hid me, as well as the marriage of 
hi^.Cgh.Caragurli, made the fame day, does uflonllh me ; 
for I cannot comprehend how there could well be cele- 
brated on the fame day, and at the fame lioufe, two 
fuch different ceremonies, as are a funeral and a wedding. 

I find this adventure very ftrange ; and though our 
friend indeed was very old, yet I bewail him, as. if kp 
Itad died before his time. He was an honed: mart, of 
great piety, and moderately rich } and this as what makes 
mortals happy in thia world, and the othei too. Biit thois' 
doll not inform me, whether the cxccffive joy he had to * 
fee bis fon married to a Greek, rich with the goods of 
fortune^ endued with great virtue, and a mate, lu£s not' 
ca*ufed his death. I rather think thou wilt fay* otirfri^^ 
Zagabarafei is dead by fome exesfs, than ykdd tO’^at 
we conteiled about fbrmeily. I always found , in dfuf. 
friend great marks of honeilyand fobriety,; pud 
appeared to me to have great tendernels for bis fon. , I s 
cannot, without offending thee, accufe this old gentlpr 
man of want of moderation, yet he.is^dsadwith.a tranf.' 
port of joy. Thou feeil, 1 affirm,^ ;; no ^ knpoifible 
thing when I maint^ned in.. my yo*|th,i tbut^an.fexf ^ 
traordinary and, ujaforefeen joy is snqre. hkelyjbo 
thfn Ridden grief, though o/sver ,fo . violcotft » Did^ . 
thpu^'tliink it ,a matter of fmall (atisfa^ioa (o ar<%l^r,, 
that is n wife and ^b^.num, tao^a^|b^^bi^ifo|i|pkW^, 
man that ia^ mute !' £01; whu| great<^ pjeafure oah^BL 
band hav|,ibau to.ha^ h 

Chriftiaus miderftaud pot .the v^dqm of tjrc Turks, w&im! 
they JiaHgh at our fiiltans, who find tiie gi^catell part -of 
their pleafore ip the couverfation gf thciiefny 
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tiling more clcliglitfal than t6 hear a mail that (Jojs* Oot 
fpeak, and to fee one that has no tongue reafon on all 
things ? TJmu knowcft !ww many things thcfe mutes 
of the feraglio do give one to underftand, and what elo- 
quence iheic is in their figris and gcftures. Thokre- 
memtiereft, that when Amurath would gi’fe thainks to 
the foYcrcign Moderator of all the world, in that he 
had efcaptd death, when the lightening fell on his bed^ 
and burnt to his very fl iit, he feemed Ip offer him a 
gt^at facrilice, i 1 putting a n.iite o'^t cl* the ftragllo/ 
which he dearly lovcd*b) rcafon of her tricks and gef- 
lures. The Mufes \Ycre one day ready to fall together a 
fighting, becaufe they w6tild not receive amongft theni a 
tenth companion, fent them by a Mandamus from a king 
of Italy j but tvh^n this tenth Mufe fignilied to them 
that Ac waa dumb, all the voices Avere for her. i)eit 
Melech, it is not \tithout renfon I tvrite thee this. Thou 
art ftfll young, and defigneft for matrimony : Believe 
MaSmut, there are few Avomeii that are wife, and they 
fify littiC that is gobd Think then what thofe fay, who 
know nothing, and whdfe number is infinite. "When they 
liavtt talked a whole day, believe me, they have faid no- 
thing. If thoU marrieft, follow my counfcl, take not a 
a mate, for then thou wilt marry a bcall ; neither choofe 
one that talketh, for thou wilt be linked with a ihbnfter. 
As to our friend, he died by a particular grace from hea- ‘ 
ven : Yet I cannot bur think ftill of his death. How 
many more wttraordinary accidents wilt thou fee, if thou 
liVefi: to old age, aitd cfpecially if thou liveft at Conflan- 
tinojjle, where are continually beheld ftrange adven- 
tures, and extraordinary eiTeds, both of life and death, 
cruelty, and clemency, as well as of good and bad fOr- * 
tune. Being in breath, I Could dontldua ffill to writJf iti 
♦hee,'bftt I think it is time to end, Icaft 1 prove firefome ; 

s 6 



10& LETtJ^S XftlillEit BT R. 

and I caJ in prayJ/ig hea\en to keep thee h health, 
^^licrcvei thou ait, 

Pans, 2i h of the lalV Mroja, of ihe ycai 163?. ^ 


IX. — To the fame* 

Paris, where I live, is a veiy healthful city, and fo are 
all the places thereabouts, free from peftilential airs ; and 
yet there oft happens fudden de iths as well as at Con- 
ftantiuople ; and they die here Aikewife of joy. I will 
‘‘relate to tlite what I have paitl) fecn, and not what I 
have heard, to happen in London, the ir.oll ancient and 
chieftfl city of the kingdom of England: A lich old 
^man falling Tick, and lying on his deathbed, fent to his 
pnly fon, living at Pail’*, whefe he fpent his timt in plca^^ 
fuie, to come over, that he might, with' his eflate, give 
him hi^ blei&ng. Think what news thi^'was to a young 
p)an| iQ whom the life of a father was trOUblefoirie^, as 
being an obitacle to his liberty, and who Wciited 
death, to take his fvving of all the pleafurcs Whicli his 
fonupt nature makes him rcfpcA as his fovereign good. 
^ Thjs young man intending to get upon horfeback to run 
^ where he was called, found hiinftlf tmbaiked for a voy- 
age whlqh he did not deii^n to make ; he fell dead on 
4 the place, and I fdw him in the fame inftant^, wherein he 
was living and healtiiful, to expire. Were I of the fc£l 
of our pkilofophcr Muflaadin Saadi, I would tell thee 
itlmattertS not* whether one dies fuddenly, or languifli a 
long iime i whether a man dies in liis bed, 01 at the gal- 
lows. But r being none of Zeno’s difeiples, and kiiow- 
«ing np Pcripatet^ck, or philofopher, amongft fo many 
k(jf$ that were in Greece, who difplbted whether life or 
death is to be preferred ; fo expeft not from me any ar- 




SaoklL 


guings^pn the morals of thbfe Greeks nor yet cf tl.c 
ferfians. But if death be f'lch a ten blc thing-, cudea- 
\our to live in fuch a mannci that k may never ufT ight thee 
when it (hail approach thee, or when thou Ihall h t it ^iwade 
other'), expefting it at all times, and in aU,plac^s. Ooil 
thou know by what herb, or L) what ftciet ma'jc chaim 
I do not fear it? It is by the leading of an n':*octnt 
hfe. 

Here is publilhed, and that with great rcafon, the lall 
words of a man of great birth, who died when he was 
veiy old,, by a wound Jie received. He Lad fer\cd diver* 
Icings in places of the higiieft tuift ; and being moita'ly 
uouuded in a battle, maik what he faid to thofe^ that 
exhorted him to die like a good Chndian, and with the 
fame com age he had fli^wed in his life ; his reply was— 
<< That a man who h^d lived well fouifcore years, cannot 
to f ek how to die well for a quaitci of an hour.*^ 
great man, who was a famous foldiei, was alfo a 
tri^c ,pl}ilofopher, and I might fay he was a faint, had he 
, bqcn of our religion. 1 believe he was a molt edifying 
fpedaUe, and the moic coniulcrahle, in as much as the 
example he gave of dying well, is more valuable than that 
which be gave in fo many battles of courageous fighting. 
He was called Anne dc Mon tmorancy,conft able of France > 
wjiofe ' Iffe I had the ciniofity of reading, being to be 
found m the hillory of the civil wars of that kingdom. 

- But before I end this letter, let me denote to thee fte 
difference there is between the effcQs of grief and joy. 
The mtffcngcr from England, of whom I already fpake, 
finding at his return the old man, whom he had left dy- 
ing, dill alive, he gave him fuch a ftrange ftrokif, by tell- 
ing to him the death of his fon, that grief having van- 
quilhcd the affau^ of death, reftored to this unhappy old 
man that ftrength he bad lod in his ficknefs ; fo that 
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coming himfdlf fome jdays after to Faris^ I faw.iiim 
waiJ the lofs of hi*s only for. 

He that faid hcietofuie, A man diould ^arn all hi'9 
life to dife well, utteied no ftrange doftriiic. Out day^ 
wIH laft long tuoiigh, if we be ready to fay at all tinfiea, 
We have lived enough ; and if we love as we ought onf 
great emperoi, who is invincible^ holy, and the moll Juft 
amongil men ; and if we obferve what a Fiench peafant 
faid to all thofe that paffed before his door, Never deny 
yoiii alTiftancej^aiid never do any body any hurt. 

Let thou and I number our dgiys (as was preached 
heretofore In the feraglio, to the white cun'ichs by the 
Perfian, whole ejes w^re put out becaufe he faw loo 
clearly). He always 1 ififted on the diortneft, uncertainf- 
ty, and vanity of human life. He faid, “ It was fhort, 
confidering what we had to do in it ; uncertain as to ' 
what we ihall do in it ; and always mixed with what vve 
have done, and what remains for us to do.^ Teach not 
thy fon Mehemet yet, for whom thou haft fo much af- 
fection, tlicfe precepts. CluldieU have not that ripenefb * 
of judgment, as Is ntceflary to hear difcouifcs of dehth ; 
tlfcy are too hattf bits for their ftomaehs, and which in- 
deed old men can haidly digeft, and which they fwallow' 
not without feding aH the bitternefj of them. 

I pray God keep the imperial cit) , with thofe that 
dwell in it, (heifer it from the ftOrrf« which fall on 
infamous ckies ; ai d I beftedi him thou mayeft Hv^ with* 
out offence, that thou mUyeft nevtr feUr death. 

Pan% «5th of the lad Moymi of the Year 
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— To Encuruli EmimMehem»-t Chuik, bj 

^ tho La^v, ' 

W^iitN I parted from Conllantmoplc 1 gave thee a 
ftone of excellent virtuv. agamft the gravcl><uid thou pm- 
fentedft me with a paper which was to fccure me agaiaCl 
J1 bodily evils. Time only can decide which of us two 
made the beft prefent to his fritnd. Thou hall pretend- 
ed to teach me in few words how to live amongll tlie infi-i 
delb ; and 1 thought in giving tlxce a flon?, to give thee 
a lenicdy againil the {jiftemptr thou art troubled with. 
I never turn nijfelf towards the place where Mecca lies> 
hut I remember whete thy amity began, and ho\^ fatf 
fince it liaa been extended towards me. Abfence has not 
kfTened thy kiudnefs> nor hindered thee from feuding me 
thy grave counfek j but I am as yet too young to fet 
about the preparing myfelf for the other world ; and too 
vigorous and healthful to hearken to tliy ferious and me* 
lan^holy difeourfes, 

.x* J wiili thou wei t but at Faris,whcre thou woiildeft fee 
a great number of people, who fell a mod precious tiling 
to purchfif^ a vain and fantadic title. How many w\tk 
great earntttoefs fuc for placeais fioni the king, that ihcyi 
may feek their deaths ! Perhaps thou never thoughteih 
theic were any fucli kind of people. What dod thou 
think then of the foldicry in general? Are they any 
other than martyrs of ambition, to whom one woufd 
think h'fc is a burden ? It is a fad fpeclacltf to fee how 
many dead He in the ftreets, or carried on the fliouldcrs 
of their friends or kinfmen W their gravts : Yet this is 
fo common a thing in Pari^ that the people inake no 
wonder of it. ^ 

way of living obliges me to do as the reft. I be- 
gin to coufidcr, that what haj^pens to another may hap- 
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pen 1,0 nrc ; tl.^ is no avoifling dec’s dcftiny# Tliift pyt- 
face is only to bring »'n a flory of this king’s go^jdtiefr> 
which ought to be an example to all princes^ 

The Frcncb have need of frefti foldiers to fill up io 
many troops as the) continually • entertain ; N 6 t long 
fince tlicn, there came a maa full of years, and over- 
whelmed with defpair, w'ho defired to be lifted in tliisv 
]>ri)ice’s fervice. To obtain what he defired, he told the 
king, That he w'as the father of twelve children, ft*' cn <y( 
v^iich w^cre dmighters, who y/cre marriageable ; that he 
coukl no longer live, not being a^e to maintain fneh a 
g*'cat f<:mily ; and that being ignorant as yet hoW to die, ' 
ht would learn it in the king’s fervice.” The prince haviti” 
appointed him to wait upon him one day privately in his 
clfifet, thus fpakc to him : Thy defpair makes thee dc- 
firous to be lifted amongft my foldiers, and charity obligefr 
me to Tetain thcc amongft the citizens- 'khofe that afe 
fools when they enter into troops, commonly come out 
wifer ^ becaufe they learn fcveral things of which they 
wcr>e before ignorant : But ns to thy part, what lime haft 
thou to learn, who art ready to fall <>cad at the fame 
moment thou entereft into the fchool ? Yet I receive 
thee 5 take this fword, go and combat thy folly, and 
take this purfc to fuccoiu: ihy family; and be cured ; 
hgt if thou art wife, fay not from whom thou haft re- 
ceived thy cure.” I know not what fum was in the piirfe, 
ED more than 1 do of what metal the fword was. But 
I have this ftory from an officer of the king’s clofet, with 
w'hom I have that ftri£l converfe, that he told me this 
paflage as foon as ever it happened. ' t ' ' ' 

I will tell tbifi^ if thou fomc of tKe principal jmf- 
fages of my life f for I conceal nothing from 

fiers and the moft venerable muftis wlK^rknows ail that I 
doi I adore the Sovereign Mailer of the fmiverfe, ttCii 



1:13' 

have a veneration f(»r%is holy Pi-i5phct i I ncT^r 
^defiled my hands in bbod, neither have 1 ever violated 
aiiy man's l^ed : I cafily forgive my cnemicn, and hate 
above all things the crime of flanderiiig. If this be not 
foiEcIcnt to merit fa^vation, I do not kQ^w what is. , 
Thcfe are all my virtuesi as to other qualificatiiins I have 
none. I have no knack at thieving ; my talents lie not 
that way ; were I qualified, I might, as moll do, devife 
means to put my art in pra6licc. But living actording 
to thefe aforementioned maxims, I doubt nbt but I fliall 
£nd entrance into that paradife where faithful fouls will 
enjoy perfcA happinefs, and fet thdr feet on the necks 
of the enemies of our holy law; where they fhall fu|fer^ 
neither hunger^ thirft, nor nakednefs, free from tbo parch* 
ing ^leaxs of the funy and .the -pinching fliarpnefs of the 
cold^aujcd by the moon ; wherci under the agreeable ^ 
they (bail gather the prccioufcft 
ftanding^Tutingy lying, and drink in cups of gold, or 
moft ^fllicious liquors, which fpring 
^kar .fountain, and be ferved with inconceivable hsdgni^ ^ 
fice^ce. , In this divlpd placC'iJicy (hall be more bcauti*- ' 
ful^^jjQd than the flats in the firmament, whofc ^ 

bi^htnefs enlightens the darkcll uiglit y their robcsi^'t 
iha4 be of fined filk, of a colour more green and pleafing 'Y 
to the eye than tjie herbs which fpring up in May ; and ^ 
(IiaU further receive from the hands of God a potion ‘ 
more fv.cct and delicious than can be imagined, as a 
compenfe for the good they Ivave done during their abode ^ 
amongll men* Thou know^fl it Is impofliHIe for me to 
go on pilgrimage to Mecca, feeing I am obliged to abide ' 
at Paris. Thou kaowed alfo 1 cantibt give my (elf to 
contemplation, being forced to lead an a^ive life ; for I, 
mod .not remain i^tngthc dervifes who prffs their day? 
in folitude, ferving in France, as I mud do,** our puiflTarit 
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and invincible emperor. Thou feeft here what my con-i 
dition will bear ; accufe me not, therefore, for neglefthig- 
the pious advices thou givdl me. I forget ^’not fo much • 
death, as I forget that 1 mull die. 

Be infoiined of this from me, there is not, a town in 
the world where people do learn better to live ill than at 
Paris ; neitlier is there any place vyhere they are better 
taught to die. I need not tell thee, here arc public aca- 
demics (as were heretofore amongft the Egyptians) where- 
in dead bodies lie expofed to public view, to make men 
remember the indifpeafable nedeflity of dying. But I 
may tell thee, there is no day, wherein, in this great 
town, a great quantity of fools do not teach wifer than 
themfelves things they have been ever ignorant of ; for 
the gibbets and fcafFolds fet up for the^p^nilhmeht of the 
guilty, hinder ;the deftrudlron of a .^r^rat manyimqpplef 
whofe innocency is preferved by thefc kind of Ipedaolds. 
Here the poor, who had heretofore plentiful fubliftcnces, 
teach good hulbandry ; the proud, humility $ the debauch^ 
cd with women, jehaflity. 

I believe there is no part of the world wliere there are 
more thieves and pickpockets, and who do their work 
with greater art and fubtilty : They exercife their craft 
in all places, in the churches, as well as the itreets, mar- 
kets and bridges ; fo that our people of the Morea, who 
arc thought by us to be fuch great matters in this fcience, 
are mere afles to them. Adieu. 

Paris, iQth of the lit Moon, of the Year 1639. 


XI.— !r<? Cara Haly, the Ph^ctan. 

I KNOW not wh^hcr what I tfiougkt I faw laft night in 
my bed b‘c the effefts of a dream, dr of a real yitton. 1 
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was awaked by a great eaithquakc^ which made me rile 
' Jfli-ighted out of my bed* But informing myfclf by feme 
.people, 1 fouhd it was but a dream. 

My adventure has renewed the remembrance of one, 
which proved of fad confequence to one pdrt of Italy. 
Phyficians are at a lofs to find out the caufes of thofe 
horrible fires which arc vomited up at certain times by 
Mount Gibel, Stromboli and Vefuvius, mountains iji Si- 
cily, not far from Naples, wliofe roots feerp to fpiing 
from hell whence arife often filthy exhalations, fmoakcj 
andTulphur, with flames which call up ftones and aihea to 
the clouds. 

It is known, I beheve, at CofiftaOtiuoplc*, that towards 
the beginning of the moon of FebrOaty, there was loft near 
Naples a little illand iheit had four miles in corhpafs. It 
ia rekted as a thing certain, that after this^ ifle was fud- 
dchlj^fwallowed down into the fca, the fire which it in- 
cluded, not finding its ufual vent, there \yas opened fomc 
days after, a new way along the ebafts of Calabria, near 
Tilt’ffina. There did it appear, having firll caufed an 
hS^tible earthquake, which overthrew a great pile of 
building, which the Cliriftians call a fteeple, that be- 
longed to a principal church, which buried under its ruins 
a vail number of people^ wbom devotion had at that time 
bi ought thither. Some towns of the kingdom of Naples 
fi.'ffercd by this earthquake, with great multitudes of peo-* 
pie, and herds of cattle, which were miferably loft in the 
fire by the fmoke and licaps of aft.es ; and amongft thofe 
that have been fmolhered to death are reckoned fevcral 
lords of thofe countries, w ho arc mafters but of fevf fub- 
jtfts, and yet bear the title of princes. 

. Mydciar friend, (j^ra Haly, thefe are dreadful effefts 
of nature^ whofc caufes will not be found out by us. Cer- 
tainly thefe couDtifcs of Italy muft be far from paradifr. 
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feeiag/tbcfe'mautHB of licH (if it be true, ns infiny people 
f^y, tliiL'y ate in tbe'fe nicniotains ) ,4i6 frequently ruin"l5y^ 
Oiefe* irrupt ions Calabiia and, Sidly. Nat(iraliih afSrm^- 
that ll\d& mouiftainB nouri/h fixlphureous matter in ^heit 
bowels, which is eali>y inflamed, and ifliies outwkhtnOre 
or Itfs vcliemcncy, and more or Icfa frequency, according 
as the matter is more or Icfs difpofed, and the fubterra- 
ncan winds kindle and eject thefe fires, and open the mafs 
of earth, ui^r which they are flint up. But tlic opiiUOn 
of certain philofophcrs, who maintain, that mere chance 
produces thefe extraordinary e^nts, appeavs to me Very 
ridiculous ; affirming^ that one ftone ftriking anoth(!r 
produces a fpark^ whence happen thefe great rnflafnim^-^ 
tions*: Nay, they proceed farther^ and would' perftiade^ 
U8, that a lighted left by chance by thofe ^Wh^ 
fearched into the^bowels of thde mouhtalna, ' 

the fecrets of nature, might ihake thefe ihimea (^^Whioh^ 
lighting on a comboiliblo matter,^ and meeting wkh' no-^ 
thing that is contrary to them to extinguifli them,' do'^ 
caufe thefe furprlfing efEeAs^ Tbey alfo fayvthathghtea- 
ing Hi iking fiercely on fome one of the coafts of tliefc 
mountains; may do the Came thing as the flones ftriking 
one agairtft another, or die lamp left lighted. 

Thefe opinions vvould^ not appear fo ridiculous, were 
it poffiblc to make any demonftration of them : But thefe 
events being all extraordinary, and in a mannet* prodigi-. 
ous, I (hall willingly fuffer thee to believe that it is a 
work of nature, or hell, or chance alone, which caufea 
the perpetual motions of thefe fiiFes, which-arc fo tcr» 
rible, and fp greatly damnify one of the fiaeft countiies 
in the Greece is, 'and this iffand, which is the 

delight and nurfe of almoft'aH ihe'provinces fitu^ted on 
the bank^.pf the Mediterranean ika* > % 

We find alfo in Ireland thefe mountains of &re,' yet 
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with this dlfTerencCi that their Oamea do no hurt, » which 
HicTkes them nowife dreadful to the inhabitants. 1 think 
♦^00 I have lieA-d my father fay, tliat being in company 
with ^certain Arabians in our Lycia, be law thefe kind 
of fircfl come out of the earthy but they brolTc out gent- 
ly and caiifed no damage. 

I am now perfuaded of one thing, which I would ne- 
ver believe btjforc, which Is, \hat old Pliny, intending to 
relate to the Emperor Titus, and leave to pofterity a re-^ 
lation of the effeAs of Vcfuvius, and a perfed difeovery 
of the eaufes of fo many phodlgioiis effefts ; he ih^ieforc 
went himfelf on the place, becaufe that in his timd this 
famous mountain h*id call out an horrible quantity of 
fire, Hones and afhes, with fo great violence, and fuch 
toirible iioife, that the efFc^ls of h were felt in S\iia, 
AfrJc, and efpecially in Egypt. But the airio^ty of 
tlds Wretched jlhilofepher having coft him his life, the 
Romans expefl Hill, with his return, the difeovery of the 
fectet eaufes of fo many prodigious effefls. Take care 
own health, and let not any of thy patients mif- 
carry through thy negledl or raihnefs. Continue to love 
me, though I am at a great diftance from thee. Write to 
jne fonietimes ; and believe that I am not able to con- 
foim myfelf to the way of living of Hrangera amongH 
whom I refide. I (hall be always a good muifulman, and 
a faithful friend. 

Paris, loth of the tft Moon, of the Year 16^. ' 

4 

' j 

XfI.“7o fif Venerable Mufti, Prince of the Be/t^ton tf 
tie Tjurbs^. 

T HY decree is very cruel, to fepilrate me, withoiit hav- 
ing committed any crime, from the* communion the 
faithful. *». 
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I have read the holy anfwcr thou hall niad^ me with 
great vene^ratiou ; but UiIh has not been without many 
teats: thou hall not untied the knpt of tiie difi[iculuc»»^ 
which perplex me,t but made it iucliObluble ; fo that I 
only live in the certainty of hating no certitude ; and my 
foLih which is cncompalTed with fear, v ill be in dread till 
Ucath. 

If I do what thou piopofell, how fhall I be fure of 
not failing, ^feeing I do not undeilland what I ought to 
do. I am ib duH, tliat I cannot dillingiiiih whether thou 
exhorteft mt to do what I hive ever done, or whether 
thou forbiddeft me what I ailced of thee. , 

I entreated thee to let me know, whether I m 1 it 
amongft the Cbriftians, and do, in appearance, what 
they do cffeftually in the obfcr>ancc of the ceremonies of 
their religion ? and thou anfwcreft me, That the cir- 
cumcifed, or faithful, fbould have no doubt in his law, 
and need no other precepts to obferve it than the law it* 
fclf. Moreover, that the time muffulman mpH be willing 
to lofe hib eflate, his life and honour, in the fultan's^ci? 
\icc ; that the Chilftians arc enemies to the true God, 
the emperor and religion ; and that, in fine, one ought 
to facrificc all things not to bcliay this God, who is our 
chief maflcr.*' 

Tell me, I entreat thee on my bended knees, cannot a 
man be a true Mahometan without hating eternally the 
followers of Jefus ? and in living amongft them, fecretly, 
a true muffulman, mull one llxow one's fclf to be of ano- 
ther religion, or pretend to be of theirs i ^ Thou wilt tell 
me,^ the Alporan fpeaks writh great clearnefs ; vet how 
many obfctp:e paffages do we find in the wo*db of our 
holy Prophet, whertin wc need thy expofitions 

I have no belief for Tagot, neither will I give credit 
to the devil j my 1 iw cxprefsly forbids it : for I believe 
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in one only true God, who knew the intention of our 
holy lawgiver, and fees what wc cannot difcover. And 
the prophet \:rie9 out, that he that has fuch piinciplcs 
leanft'on the ftrongeft prop he can ever meet with ; there 
being nothing which is able to overthrow itr 

Difperfc, reverend (ir, as much as thou canft, the dark- 
nefs of my fpiiit : I conjure thee by the almighty Father, 
who can make live flefti come on the dry bones of the afs 
which died an hundred years paft. 

I do not difeontinue here my ufual prayers, which I 
make in the manner they arc preferibed me by the law, 
with my face.«lways turned to the fide of Mecca. When 
I faft, I eat only at night ; and I continue my rej^aft 
till, Aurora advancing, the day gives me light enough 
to diftinguifh black thread from white ; and I pafs over 
the day without taking any iiourilhment, till the darknefs 
be fo great that I cannot fee the eye of a needle. It is 
true I give no alms to the poor, becaufe I doubt whe- 
ther it be lawful to do good to thofe tvho continually 
move heaven againft us. 

The bifiiops here arc in great veneration. They have 
not an abfolute authorit)’^, becaufe they depend on the 
Roman prelate and the king ; yet their jurifdiftion is 
very large, the kingdom being full of churches, and thefe 
churches frequented by millions of people. They wear 
about their necks a golden crofs. They live, in puhlicn 
good lives ; are obliged to know all the points of their 
law ; they muft be dodlors, arc obliged to celibacy, to be 
fober, hofpitable, prudent, irreprehenfible, without covet- 
ing others goods ; they muft never be drunk, or* (bed 
human blood. Their habit is a long veft reaching to 
the gnnund, of blac^ filk or violet. They go little on 
foot, but are carried in coaches to avoid the , wearifom- 
nefs which would opprefs them, in a town which feenis 
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vroild ; wboh thou woiddkil do too 
tbpuddigncd to botbek limiisign fjrtr 

l^lQl • > * 

Atbitrator of the wprHIi £wvour by hi».#iQr^ 
cy, OiT by an effeA of hit jafticCf the inconceivahio ho 
nou| of foffering thee to fwcep during thy life* hm iooft 
holv and only temple of Mecca, m the company <pf It 
mael and Abraliam, that thou m^ycft^hcep it clean, with^ 
out any filth»of what kind foever« 

Itdl*!*, mh tS the ift Moon, of tli| Irtftr i6\g* 

Kill.— ‘TcMtf KAlNtACnA*^!- 

rp - ^ 1* 

1 Ma Fufcnph armiea ay at prcfmt itk awatef qufTt^rs, 
and/^b^ court is bui^d ia jgppuiTiug ihey^MH do k 
in t^c fppiog. I d^ ^nqt,bp||^K I*uute any falfc 
nc os for It IS to ha bclioved ^hal Hhe IharpiMrs of, thp 
winter w41 binder any thing froey being undertakcci 
foic tbpj; t^mct ^ t 

The of all the coiut 4 pe /ifced/'*pQft ’three pbjea», 
tb 5 ,j^i 5 , thf? djuipnm hi;, Ion, and C^ydipal Rieldi'au.^ 
butj^ey |no,*e cAj^jQdll^KtrR^ . ^bp iattcc. jthgn ibeJai- 
mer«« Thi^ 9 )an ^i^l\jma4giJiunfelf cr^aUu^s by hgi. be- 
nefits; the t^iankfoto^ fqf the hopes of 

new ones, has bgppd tlte|fi to iat^icft* Yet it to 
be behc\ed, he^has lup^^eq^ws by^^jiieains of t^c g»<eat 
credit he is iq with his prince, aod the oicaiio^s he hndu 
to^increafe j^^^His antichamber is alu^s^jMl ^ ^t*- 
tend^s, w}^ a^ire to employs of p^ch as ate m cf- 
fices, and feveral othei pg-fons, who ^i^ deiirous to be 
VitnelTcs of his afUons. Thofe who^thrtaten btm ra lie* 
cret, 4o hut lagieafe his courage, and mike him more eSre^ 
fully fiaud on his guard ; and thofe who Jia\e mofi txpe- 
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cknee of dw iK>(ldaCn% tUu cavdinal knom too madk 
to be forptiftii ifear*tk»«ieekd'of okte of the tei% of 
btsoiftioiiir orjtcnebf tboo die gMaiteft,liiift 

{tve them the due price they deferve. For three yem 
togotwr WM ob fe f ved he dds cwdSMd’e "wHieht whirr, 
a fltta who «M not for atrieliocd ia yeatt, 'Sd at affidu* 
outtwoMhchkeoutt^athe Watmodeft ia bhdifcoarfe} 
very tdertOl and patieiK i and^ rihtdl te 'Very rare at 
covet,' was aeftc hehsA to eomidain. The cardinal, sriM" 
pretends to read the fbah of men, and who >h inftriof 
to none perhapf. ip this art, caoled this pinrlisn, who had 
fo long attended, to be criled to him, and thus fpake to 
him^ w rhiia«r irifii ak, uia ^ long Oibv 
haft Ipest in dh&cving me^ akbau^'lkoii outwariSy 
appeareft a FVenchman, thy great patience affima oie 
thira aft«af another dimate} get thee to'Roine, and 
wait iW^lndf theriaie in the Fopels antiehaoibM', aithoii 
haft'ftewtr hi tnine, -and I dodht notr'haft dtou wOt pcnei- 
tfiM hllo the moft hiddm feeretk. D^arc then imme* 
diately At- Itaty, and otdene die adiona iitid modona of 
the wifeft and ntnft difimulatif e court in the tuurerle t 
difeover not diyfelf to any body : Send me an aoconnt 
every wedt what dmn eanft di&over t Mii A thh man* 
nerdkoo u^be aCefid to met and atvojdtdkocA. Mf’’ 
fei^etary wS give tfacp a cypher, awi my tre afnr er ha 
order to fire thee whht it nccefbrjrlbt^^ ** 

well a to kcep'tha when duss at a Koine.** * 

The cwriSaal ftudia to extend AeboandPof the king- 
dom, and for tkat parpede, confidM who can any 
waya admetK kif prejeAkf d^pecMfy, that kiag bring 
now certain of a ftsadBir, by the bird'^vdbe dnuphhi 
who fleas very Ukdy a live lOiig. Al fiaad» ia eai 
ptdyadthtflMHiko wJiMadriBa ftR'da fiOMf OM'of 
(^fteyoadi^other vaffdif and it ia thong^, fSe chief 
rol.I. ^ r 



12 % 


LETKAS 1l9«im£ir ST 


Volt. 


defi^n^ of this minifter are on the coails of Italy. I am 
told he was heard to fay, that the Romans could never 
have conquered aV the world, as they did,, had they not 
before been mailers of Italy f that Hannibal had the fame 
defign ; and after Hannibal, Pope Alexander VI. in- 
tended to fee whether fuch a defign would take efFeA, 
but his pride and cruelty made all his projefts prove a- 
bortive ; and that he could meet with greater fuccefs than 
Hannibal, could he be fo happy as to attain one thing. 
And heretic ended his difcourfe. 

He fo greatly minds whate|er pafies in the royal fa- 
mily and kingdom, that he can difcover#^ its be pretends, 
nil the thoughts, yea, and the very dreams, of the gran- 
ilces« governors o£ ^provinces, and thofe that command 
in places/ ; - ‘ * 

^ He &yn, he has learned .fenreral bfeful thingsrin the 
relationxgiven us of the govi^nment of the Chinelesi, hav*» 
sng from them > the veay of difeovering the moft difficult 
matters, without its appearing he does any tiling for 
.this putpofe. And this is the method of govemangi 
Cdsfenret, iin this kingdom^ wherein are fo many reftlefs 
fpirits* 

He maiiitams»i|iear alLpeofde who are in any confider- 
4ible officest'^perfbiu that xltpend. only on him, and who 
ntoe known to, nobody elfek who in all places wean mean 
idothes, and/ineeffiintly^ watch OYer ibe afiiona of the 
.officers, .andL give him; jiotiie lof rwliateven pafles. He 
JOakea ule of thefe kindiof people about his mailer’s am- 
iMffiadorsdnio^jgnicoiirtiirj.He always carries a book 
tsbcmt witbhwr w^hieh he calls Richlieu’s Soul ; which 
|iio^.oanfius#the ^defigns, the interc(ls,,the fecret prac- 
tices an4^inoHh?$kuis .of ^dljthc ^princes wha hold acor- 
end Jx*vei;»iqri,jtfci\with .Fsancc/and m 
whom France has any pretenfions. The moil /kilful a- * 
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ftrologers in Europe liave alfo lent liim the liorofcope# 
of all theVsings and great men, with their judgnaent 
touching tlie^term of their lives, and what they may pro- 
bably undertake in all Umes. Tiiis cardinal laid, on an- 
other time, that he kept a great many courtiers, yet he 
could well enough fpare them ; that he tnew what paff- 
ed in remote places as fbon as what was done near him. 
He ooce affirmed, he knew in Icfs than two hours that 
the King of England had figned the warrant for the exe- 
cution of If tills particular be tilie, this mx- 

tiiiler muft be more than^ man. Thofe who are his moft 
devoted creatures affirm, he has in a private place in his 
clofet, a certain mathematioal figure, in the circumfbr* 
tenee of which are written all the letters of the dpkabetv 
armed with a dart, which marks the letters, which are 
alfo marked by their correfpondents, and it appears, that 
this dart ripens by the fympatjiy of a ftone, which thofe 
who give and receive his advice keep always at haend, 
which hath been feparated from another, which the caN 
dii}jil has always by him ; and it is affirmed, that with 
fuch an inftrument he gives and receives immediately ad- 
vices. ' ?/' 

This great man, who knows all thefe reports, only 
laughs at them ; yet he fays w^ich a ferious^air, that God 
has given him two angels, one white and another black, 
to inform him of both good and had matters t and that 
with their affiftance he ftiall overthrow the cabals of his 
enemies. .He font, fome days pad, a man to the gah 
leys, that was accufed for cutting in pieces the king^ 
p!6lute ; but having been better informed, ^ and knowing 
it was his, he told thofe about him, that tbk man fhonMl 
be pardoned, bccaufe he had done no hurt to the ofigi- 
•nal. Mere aro thcatsfs and feafts preparing to entertain 
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the peeple in honour of the kin]^ and cardinal % and it is 
whiTpered that the queen ib again with child.* 

Heaven preferve thee ever from tiie fultan's angcr^ and 
dl other misfortunes ifrhich may four the comforts of tby 
Wew ' j 

Paris, i5eh of the Vft Moca, of the Year 1^39. 


ax 


^ XlV.-^Y. EcRt Bevwovi tie mhke funtui. 

t ^ . 

(r t)iou goeft into Prulfia, in j^thynist p ])rnteil, 
ii|Msv« rU things tetmn^cr to prepare thyfrjif not ^to l^^ve 
hifgt end never to infonn the young fultan of 

the misfortune of the gnndfonto Solyman the Grent^Rnd 
don to pool Bajazetr whom hit grandfather caufed |o be 
Iteangtad in his infancy. This nnhappy^phife ji]takes^ 
fearful of thy life, as waQ as tlu|t of the the 

tart of whoCt eduoation nt committei^ to ^Mle^jJ^can•■ 
SMSt fisibour wc^i^ emj tiitie I ca^ to poA* 

4fd between the vidim and the oxecutioaeE. i Tlioa thy' 
iUf toldeft me, that this unhappy child, embrae^ and 
diifled feveral times biiit that was to give the fatal ftroke, 
even ia ^ numant when he was putting about fii/i n^ck 
thO tiken flriiqr which was to firangle him, , ^ ^fia is 
iafbnncd-of the set of tbeluftoty; and i^ {t l^yown, 
that thia chiUt although ftrangledf, yet triumphed at his 
ubiath over his nurdcMr ( for, being foft^ied fay the ca> 
nafloa of this wfont, whom be was about deforoying, he 
s h o p ped down in a fwQoa } and Bract's fon had by this 
Okco^a flfoaped doath, had not ih^ ot^ executioner, 
anoiB cruel than ^ fonnes^ done the work. 

Altbonghtfapw doft’uot certainly hnop' who.is-.hj^ufta’ 
pba’afotherfr yetthou m8ye&,Widhp)YCwBlt he is‘^f 
petor’t fooi Thy age and prudence fo long experienced, ' 




Book n. A spt p Allis. ta5 

and the of&e of chief of the euniich’i of theitnipirey 
which thoir haft fo long enjoyed^ leaves 116 splice .;of 
doubtitKgy blit that th/ ptipil is of royal blood. Ann 
thyfiftf then with* courage, and ftudy^te perform wxS 
thy duty in this folitary place : Nothing^ fo troubk* 
fotnc as the inftru^ng of children^ when they wil) ^bc 
taught as matters by their (laves, and will not fubmit to 
rules, like private perfohs. 

Thott mayeft be fure, I fcaJJ rejjidcr thee, ajl , the fcr- 
vice I am able, feeing I coniider thee as a fi^end that is 
extrenie deir to : Bit whf doft thotf'feA imongh 
the Chtfftiani’ in ^ilhiftiitith ferve fbr 

a moderti) fdm’a cUldBoth^inih^ of 

'* Oidf 'l Tfcbt »« 

iie^Y 

tiJes’ht'tiiifhdly Wbi;'foBow()S*bjr 

OWBOrMd? 4 n tlMV 
milft' iM> 

iSf thiJ'ttfijSfcf 'Be*ft**kiiW<ri'to '-thMf 

Ue^e^/’1>y 4n' nhfei^ii^ {iMiftiiwi}.fiim 

ft^om «»tte 

Cod, 

'l!!liott fhoidd^ft tnake^^8 -]^M«i»c«t^:to> ‘eMaic 

tnyfelf from Whitt •^koWdefiitft^’rB.nie 

at I^aft one part laf 'What thbtt' e9tp'tCft^.d''*]%oii' woidd- 
eft have me ft^'thfetr the hifthTj* 6 t thSb piitki contant 
thy'felf with a ihdrt tttfaA of ’it, titherwifit'^i ’muft be 
forced to fond 1 thee''a 4 ^rge volume; -Hitweaeiv Make not 
life of fail example in aH thangt $ the vnf ol living, the 
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laws and cuftoms of ‘Ae French, do not fuit* with thfc 
Turkifli way of regimen. If thou wilt mak*e thy pupil 
accompliihed, form him on the model of Tome one of 
thofe heroes which the call has given Miiftaph'a will 
read with greater profit the hiftoiy of Alexander and 
Pyrrhus, than that of Charlemagne and Henry $ and 
jhould one wonder at the defaults of the King of Mace- 
donia’s fon, and at the fmall fortune of the other, pray 
ftdw^me what men there ever were, who had at the fame 
time the frailties of human nature, and the perfedlions 
•f the’ Divinity. ^ ' ' 

^ ‘ And if thou wilt fearch into Perfia and Egypt, thmi 
wilt find a Cyrus, and an Artaxerxes, Ptolemy, Pfoth- 
meticus, Campfon and Tomombois, all great princes, 
whofc aftfons honour antiquity. ^ And how many heroes 
u^t thdu find in our Greece, if thou wilt take fto notice 
of thofe whom Rome has fent into the world i But liot 
to go ' out of the Ottoman family, thou knoweft vay 
well, that we Turks have for proverbial fpe^ches, ’ the 
lUodefty of Solyman ; the good mien of Alis ; the jhf- 
' tice of Nonquirevan ; the majefty of Ofman ; the gra- 
vity 'of Hamer ; and the juftice of Abubefcir ftdt to 
mifntion the courage and magnanimity of Amurathrwho 
is/ at this day, more valorous' than any of his common 
foldicrs ; whether he be in his feraglio of Conftantinople, 
or in his tents before Babylon. 

Ten days ago I received thy letter, and I have em- 
ployed a great deal of that time in colle^ling what thou 
haft defircd of nu; 5 aUd to fpcak truly* thy commands 
have.fup}:Aied me with matter wherewithal to divert me. 
ThoU Wilt'bc, 't^ithout doubt, furprifed that two ' men, 
who long ferved this’ king in mcau' errtploys, havc^ difeo- 
vered feveraS particulars of his life, ^th wUcb the French 
themfelves, perhaps, are noit acquainted. My fentiment 
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has ever been, that it is inore necelTary to know t)^ man- 
ners and c&ftozns of than to know the 
^places they have beileged ot takeu ; and to, hr inform^lJ 
of their good qualities and bad ones, than tq. leaia tbf 
manner of their^ encampments^ and the number of the 
battles which they have won or loll. ^11 hillorks con- 
tain the a&ions of men» and the principal is to know 
thefe men, to inftru£l others ; for hiftories do generally 
rather divert than inftruA meo.^ Thefe will teach ]tlu^ 
better what thqu art to ^eam, than the hiiterians them- 
lelves. ChrilUan authora are at prefent like the elements, 
always in war,, and ever contrary to one another, and 
never agreeing. . . 

Thefe two above-mentioned friends, who are now 
v<ry, old men^ have ferved Kin^ . Henry above thirty 
years, and ever ,be}d a firi£l xrorreTpondence with one 
another; one. was his barber, and the other’s • buCnefs 
was to divert him with reading to him .when he was go- 
ing.to reft. 

\That which is related of Henry’s coming into the 
world without weeping, is certainly a fable ; but it is 
certain the Queen of Navarre, his mother, lung a French 
fong in the time, of ,his, bii*th ; w^hereby t^is prinoeTs 
feemed to fhow other women, 'that it is ,po0iblc, to he 
brought .to bed without crying out. The furft pulk 
which this royal babe drank, was an ambrofia, , which 
the godb of our frjend, . the poet Oglou, never taftsd : 
His father made him drink in a golden cup, of the ftrong- 
eli wine. that cpuld begotten, wherem^he put and fquee:^- 
ed a clove of which he thought proper to ftrcpgth- 
eo his iemperamenty.and render him more yigorouL, iHe 
was ^afterwards , bred up Hke, Cyru^ fpending^ his $rlt 
days; in, wqqdt,, an</ oftentimes in the company pf (hep- 
bcfdjr He wei)t • always with h/ead whe^ther 
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<wtifined to the iietik fflftant‘ironi all co^- 
We hair'cM. to Loftom to 

SkigvieSf and lupple Hs &mt^ to ^dic accidents of/forr 

toiife. ,,V 

‘ Jle wasW nm^ years old when hi loft his fet;her, 
king of tfavarrk lllic "death of tins prince, 
inay |Wve'f^ a leflbn to l^n^apha^ for| 
c^kis path’s wound at \he &gCpf a^eon!^dera^e pface^ 


dying as 
am6iti^ 








the celebration of ^wed^g,,and e^«^ed 
af^cr, at fiM noon. It 

was d]Fed wX{h the UqoSj^ ^e&^’fopr peoj^e, the^be« 
in^ leaft an huj^G^^dJ^m^iim amoq^^ 

which were twenty lords *of great co^G^ratfon^ *^Ith the 
greatlidiniral of the kingdom and(, ^it tSc feweft, (bur 
thoufand foldiers ma&acred in l^aris. Heniy did not pe- 
ri(h on^that unhappy day, but he was very near death » 
and the king having. callfd thi^ tpake to hinii with 
an an^ tone, andGeree cottnlenance, **Hen*;y, thou art 
alive^^e^e^I would ^^rc but t will not Tpatc^ 
th^, if thou perfift in thy h^refy ; chopfc one of thefe 
two thiiigs, either fhe mafs or death.^' tf thou knov^eft 
not what the mafs is, 1 w3l ihew thee in anotlier letter. 
This piince chofe to go to mafs, rather than to lofe 
his life I and therefore publicly abjured the religion, he 
profe|red« Thele two old men a^n|i» that Nero or Ca<» 
Kgdla*s court was neVer corrupted a^ that of trance was 
theu, No people were more In faihion than buffoons ; 
Mii^ never did the word Ibrt of debaucheries fo abound- 
Sorceries, impoifonings^ allaffinations, and all other forts 
of crimes were permitted in fuch a manner that all the 
laws bod good order feemed to be overthrown. It is not 
known whether the King of Navarre took his former 
religion through pdiicy, or Ibnie corruption he faw 
imongft the catbdlics f however, he returned fWme time 
after to CalviotfiB, wbereimto he was fb obibnately ad* 
di^ed, that having Kved fimral years in this fe£t, he was 
forced to offer great vioEenoe to hjmftl^ to enjoy peace- 
ably the kiagdom ct Fr|nce^ mid a^mino^te himfclf 
with Pbpe of Rome, ^pA to vapli^ogfio fuhiio pvo- 
feffion of tfijt Roman n^i, km. ^ 

Ke^^an^ ^In^^more loved women ^fhiiia ha 

gU tfao dayii of Uilifhi^ 
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and‘ thei*e-lvciJe**t\vo^ different naturesu^ obfervable in bis 
perfoti— an invincible courage in the field ; Ad fucb a 
paflion for women, as made him be often jleen to weep 
amongff them. He has had greater weakneiTes than 
Ha*eiiles, and he gloried in thenii He challenged the 
bi^vell man in all France, the Duke of Guife, to a fingle 
fight ; bat the king interpofed his authority to hinder 
the combat. , 

* This king performed a a ad:ion during his youths which 
oar dervife^ would have certainly fet down in their re- 
gifters as greatly remarkable** On^a certain day.wh^e- 
iit he was to fight a pitched battle, being on horfeback' 
in the mldft of his army, he made public, reparation l.o,..a. 
young woman whom he had deflowered, and fpake in 
thefe terms : I have forced this woipaa you , fee here, 

and ufed threats when entreaties would not briug^her tOi 
my^k-il. Let all that hear , me detej|,thc bad csum^le ^L 
have given. And as for yotur part, wh^m 
wronged, ciioofc an hufband, and jceceive tfrom me fuch » 
portion as may ieem in fomefoxt aniiamends foi^jilu; 
jury* I have done you.” ^ , 

It feems as ‘•if this fo laudable fn ai^ion was approv-^ 
ed of by Heaven : * For having .immediately bmupuni 
given battle^ he overthrew ^ mighty army with a fev^* 
tfwops*^^ ‘ ‘ ^ . j ^ 

'The ladks, who bore Jtenderi^i 

njefs to thek £ex, greatly intere%djtbepifclvi;3 in' tlic 
Ihirs of war,>whcrcin thi8 prince was always head of the; 
Huganpt party ;:and they .gave ^ocqifion to a provorfas 
Which Meda great while : Thexe being fonoje who. were, 
for '^(nuking as^seace^.aod^ others .ivar^^his w^ai' was calkd 
^he^LaJtcs U^ar* This prjnce . hack' bees fi> £q many^ 
tha^ i believe one may tnilf^ay in this particulfir,' 
aey<$r egy*pi*iace cainemeaK bim^or whcy^eveirimi^ne d8|^ 
waft in two battks^a and came off viftorious ? 
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King Charles IX.^^jing during this time» the queen- 
mother fcn^or^her other fon in great diligence, who hed 
been defied \>me moons before king of Poland, by the 
death of Sigifmund Augudua. It is faid, that Charles’^ 
fuccefibr having been advertifed of the death of the king^ 
his brother, fled in the night from Cracovia" only with 
two perfons who were his confidants, and retired to Ve-* 
nice ; and it is faid, that the courtezans of this famous 
city afliired the crown to our Henry ; for, having been 
infei^ed with the diftemper which the Frencji call the 
Neapolitan Difeafe, and other nations the French Pox, 
he became incapable of having childrep to perpetuate the 
crown in the b^^ncli of Valois. 

After his death, which was violent, and perpetrated 
a Chriflian dervife, Henry III. dying without an heii, 
and his throne being fought by different pretenders, 
Henqr, to whom alone his birth had given right, became 
mailer of it by his patience : His fatigues in war, and^ 
his courage, made hkn vanqiufh all obflacles. He mriur 
tainc'd lus right with- an unparalleled valour, and carried^ 
himYelf with the grcatcll prudence ; yet bis greateft lucr»j 
cedes are owing to^the greatnefs of his heart* met 
fometimes witii diladvantage, bia oftentr came out coa<«. 
queror from <all engag^ements ^ and at is obfervablo, hq> 
was the prouder after the battles won, becaufe he h^; 
before appeared extraordinary familiar, with ths f<4dkrs 
who had helped him. to win therm He ,wa!B vrj^i Ip b^> 
often in his .ftables .to fee. bis borfrs} iBuld often 
amongft thefe creatuxus, ^whorn he termed hkmoft f^th, 
ful courtiers. How difficult foevur thc^pray was ythicb 
was to lead him to the. throne, he^wQuId npl be difh^art? 
cned ; thefe diflioulties.ferving only to incieafe bis coiu 
rage* •He faw the ^wiards cotufederated with hiucf^e. 
mica I yet be aloDCi inthout any other 

v6 
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rfctm^if^ !Ps[&ff,«Mttcli> 

icpMAlf «nteSliM«s»fi^' «nd^- by 

the kiagdom to live on the moll al^ft meaft^ orie' can 
^ liitS' ‘liiti',- dogs 

ll^it4^<^liidR' 19Mk '%e ^n^Bt^ft 'a^ca- 

"dfdriilktf Rieft' ftK ttiwA ieditid Rfi;dl'#itli; ^ But 

he ih!« (aflbet^'lid'llad’glVAi r<Mhd' ^atilts), 

fifeMlie&'W Ml^e ihe Sege, l^d acctihiMMibii^ Idifai^ with 
fte'pnilfce>ndiei idiMMAihiia'ill' the pn^ 4in%itB{^'' tki ca> 
he'ag|B!h'‘tehoda|{|^Cd!^^ ddiShfmth 
lieWlBf«dea,'«tidfH«iiibh his 

''Mditiks.*'*- He iMt di^Wtitd ih tNd'fitirf3'-ttiahiaef ki^Ius 
■VthcT'prbdddeflbiV had betii 'heToi^’^im.^ ^'Ht;' to 
‘gofttit h«' kih^om; Vi^iwd*'b^ ^'imria/Mrs;^i)liGi^c8t 
ihd <MNic'tf^(»be,'W]^ by fefts re- 

piM’it by lljB^ilc'*ifSli fijdk'iii a 

«oiidid!«tt^tt^'4itib<tfiA''{t;; ‘‘He'bhfiblbtcMd hM^i^eent 
TaKed ilhtdlyb^ifiifH^'hrfd fdr^ hbkhii^’ vHiich 
‘'m^lit'rb'iiiEabllfh di'd^'gdbd'drdii^sjsMttlitiifb’Eealftfeuf* 
jiefs of the times had overthrown. ■ '■■*'’ "'- '-■ 
i 'SM'whdt'thit k{ng'iteGgndl}’‘aghy!k^iiA 4itWlbif as be 
'HW’ftttlid'ott thif4hf*ilEj''yr®' i^pelhhf •IfMe^^iH^'iime 
;4b thei bbth^di^fd! tl»^er 

he had made a general peace with hiel^liffafiti^'ft^-laid. 

'ih^ted^ wl4r«iii lift 

•KM <rf'tbe'^fi6iiH‘bpi<^^hc(het#df 'AWB«' ' ' 

'»s We^dMi^tiafW the 

imkHUHof^teV Wdt- 

ftroy« in a ihoit tiate, the empire of^e 

^«elfrinf,^1BPi(aS^‘r pay. 

bar » bbiBfc^driMtotlbft’liogdA^ 



itm 

^ts, it, Y4)« <).^<tdiffiP$Vh^g (ifeinwtbtno- 
ney f<%g tb^ngdpn, fig ^a|iqg ibAliMple ; 

yet it it flguethat,))e,go^if]iia,ino)|eya4adp»d th 9 («( 4 ebu 
^witLiu „ ^ .... 

«a(,&r^yidwg C^«n^ia>M)ta f^en do« 
xiiia^joiu, five 5^ ii^kh, 4>9*tl4 ob<x ^ng« that ><H)k fo 
l)yfi(egc%na eii4 to by> fijbjoa to HkfMlia^Wrere 
I^^vcvaad th^/pur remipnifig ihopld be neppUke* >' 

^ % tl^ dmfioo b« left Ike P«^e the epvntfjeeMIdng' 
tkgttp tht! chufjcbitiwd added theiwwto th,e hMgdom of 
liMwH hqptw of,^iedy» «ad tju gnaiieft part 

;c^,X^y,iP 9 dc%d into a republic ; ^hh pbhgatipp to 
I ^e the pppftifl«yyw ?- crucifix* andfow thou. 

T P*^ Yeoice *ae kft, in thp condi^utp it 
3ut there were allot. 
tlp^ixq^bhc* lungdpmi| ayd ifietrwhich mere tp be 
I fal^P the 4 p«lwek a* homage to 

jthfi {l(j0i|W>plpl«rt(li{Oflfn embaffy » hift bh fett i and 
;ft the W4 pf,#»q5y,two^j!J6yeyep»,a froaUftatti* of 
gpWaTq»rtf9rt?g St Petfifr '•km thfy tet® GodVVi. 
m on earth. 

I lho|ddta|akc p republic with the reft«f the 

, ttfmld be a loft for the gpanpieds ; 

,a%d bP tfift^ppldlsifiMBlhl'be added jama of the neighp 

, The.]E;raq 6 hM;oii 9 tlt AJ/atft, ThpVajid Traate, qrerc 
added (to the d j H piB»t»pd-fta*e of the SwiiTet, qrith the 
homage, yterg, fiftpef^yeara,! of pn hm^g dog, wfth a 
giddaa cotlax-abpft bn oeek'^fftntdM a ehain ol gol^ 
iph)^ ^ lhoi44 fffptmt no Ae Smftm of 

Cenpaqr. 

The ea^or be «Idig*el tp aenowooeheia?. 
graadaiag of hi* ^My, end paly Afpoft of eaMnt-fieta, 
the tnNel|i<9K'<(!fi‘«hh^ M Aeeid mkcAow m any of 
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his kmdred'^j’and'thereihould bt a law inviolably obferv- 
ed in the empire, that never two princes bf the fobic rfioe 
fhould enjoy fuqceiSvcly the imperral crown* . / * 

The dutchy of Milan Ihould be added to the other' 
provinces belonging to the Duke of ' Savoy, together with- 
the title of King of Lombardyt 

The kingdodi of Htfnga!y*ftiotild be enlarged with 
the 2)niicipalitie3 of TraufylvaBia, Walachia^ and Moldsr* 
via 5 add the king, who was to be cleAive, fliould be^ 
chofen by th^ fuffrages of '‘the Pope, the Emperor o£ 
Germany,* the Kings of France, England^ Spain, Swede- 
land, Poland, and Denmark ; an^ Bohemia flrould he 
fubmitted to live fame ... 

'France, England, ^ain, Poland, Swedehnd and Deii-^ 
mark, fliould not change their form of government, whew 
for the* general affairs, thtfc kingdoms were to be Xwbjoft: 
td thc» univerfal rcpublic,'of ' whkh .ihC' pope was to he 
the head, * ' . . . , 

Things thus eftaUifhed^ Heary was ^ to bef the umpire 
of all CUriftendom, to: decide all diftei^eDces which might 
happen between the aforefaid princes and ftates, with fif* 
teett perfons ' chofen from amongft* thd moft fomous for 
lebming and aims, which' could bef* found among thefd^ 
fifteen ddmmatkms^'^And befidea thefe, there 
be efiabIKhed a general coUncily^^nniKling ofTixty other 
perfons, for aH^^tUe di{rere«icf%\whfch^'irii^^ happen in all 
^e kingdoms and reptiblitasbktwaefiitho{e wdio govern^ 
ed them ; and tlds >greht klikmbly^fltoald^make theft refi* 
dencc^?the mipital cky,^Ilidmet ' ^ 

' Erery^l&fewas to be cbljge&fo fun}iSi*»**tertainmum- 
of vtoops, and fum of money, to make war againfh 
the Turks r^Atd ehe^'hufiuefs Fbland and Swedeland 
i£>uld be !to make liar ^tiQ^tlher^ fhe Mufoovftea 
and Tartars* There were afterwards three genends to 
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be 'cbofen by common poiifcnt^ for the conqueruig^of 
Afia, one for the {ea^ and two lor the land;* and. 
three hun\jrcd thoufaad foot entertained, with one hun^ 
dred and fifty thoufand horfe, and four hundred pieces 
of cannon ; and the naval army was to confill of au hun-. 
dred and fifty vcflels, and one hundred gallieT; and a fund 
was to be raifed for this of an hundred millions of gold. 

‘Tliis treafure was to be pul into the pope’s haiids 
The ilk pf Malta was Ao be the fiorehoufe of alUhinga 
belonging to the fea» the port of Meifina the arfcnal of 
the galleys, and the city of Metz one of the principal ma« 
gazines for the land forces. 

All th.^ Chriftian princes were to be obliged to leiTen 
tbdr oi:dina )7 eapeocei^yiand to contribute to this gfeat 
defign according to tlicir .ability. 

There were to have been feveral fpies in Conftanti- 
nc^e in the habit of Greeks, vvbo were perfedUy ikillcd 
ill the ealtern languages, to obferve the motions of our 
empire t Aad befideti ihefe, forty refolute men, who were 
aba certain time and lignal, to fet fire to the feraglio and 
ahenal, and Several other quarters of the town. 

)Thcfc was found in thk heio’s clofet, aftei his death, 
a meiiiorial: written withiltis own hand, wherein he had' 
already ,>markad twelve ai^bliiihdori for feveral places in. 
ChrilUudam, .for the .negotiating of fo great an affair; 
and ihefPppCt rrpaWid of and Duke of Savoy^, 

had hean already acquainted vfitk it. 

In, the mean timci thk king had •an army already of. 
forty thoufand foot, and eight thpufand horfe;: and be, 
was^ under preteaqa of yifijtingltheirontiers of Flanders, 
thauce to begin the execution of his projedl, affirming,.i 
that, as to hia qwa part, he had no other pretenfion but 
the glory of delivering Chiliftiamiy the tyranny of 
tbefc .barteurians.,. 
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It It faid be a^bed faimfelf for ten rears together in 

fearaiii^ tne meimt to make ms project take t he gate 

n JfiQ * 


lont'to tlie cardimJi at IR^ome, ind U Germaiij' 


to fetei^^olBcers ; zt!i he bad in^^rai^Cy befides 
troops If afready mentiode'd, ^tour)\^oufan^*|;ent%« 
m^i^who were fo devoted to biim that^Sicy were ikz^Y 
to mu^t on borfehadk qn the leaft order from liim.' 

had jdready ^fteen miBions in the Baftile ; jand^ ^e 
tliat ^adf ^the fuperinteod^cy o^ his trearure/^^imfed 
to^i^^herei^to, ia lets than three y^ars, ft^rty ^more 
miiiioinf^ ’wijtihoi^ tqueb^ng the ordinary revenue^ ^ ^ 

t |iavf np knowledge oF the mannet how would du 
viinii lehates of tW rultam But H^nry \)ras 
na^ juft as he was ready to leave ]^ar|S tc^l oeg/n lo^reat 
a wor^, being killed in Ins coach, in the arms fiis 
£ddiful courtiers ; and the fatal ftroke winch car- 
ried ^ out of the world, ddivered the^ epipirp of tl&e 
true bdkvm'S ; this empire, t^hqfe throne is^ high ihzl 
St reaches ujp to the firft heaven, whence it^ fcares tbcie 
infidels, and fecures the good ftom the mfults 

of the Chrtftians. 

One of thefe old men I mentioned has alTured me, he 
beard the king fpeak thefe foliowing words fbttie days 
before his death, ** I ihall newer go out of this town : I 
know nott what w'*thhoId8 me : X (ball never accomplilk 
what^I dtfgn; hcNrer^fiea th^ drftftltitioii of Conftant^ 
nople ; for I am told by aftrofoglef^ I (haB be killed in a 
coach* I muft tl^en almyt go on foot, and never ftir 
out of ^aris.” ^ 

IE(u^ the end of tt|9 'ptibce^ fo higl^ venerated 
by the^iencm Be was redly a man fit great courage 
fad great penetmt}OD $ an^ b much tlte grea^, m that 
bemgatd^d dm'delm^on^^^^ *'’t!htoman^einpir<r, as 
one ^ the ^BSfokeit thingsin the wodd f and truly, 



B.lk'tif 'WPJftiSB;”' 13^' 

r ^ : "V*Y fn; jo\ IMm ntl bwl JI 

no other brince dm that to Msmomef fior£» % 

r ^ '.<'*‘0^*97^^^ oJ e \ni ]totipiaal 

- >\®W“ J!Sf®sif;rv?afe ifes, 


the very xnom^t I ani Xfrnungt I .have received 

. T'rt . j-s ^ - 

m news (» my tmn. n I be not tafc^n o^ this 


certam 


cxnpcrur* wuuic ucuicukv m cuuai imo KJayu^uif auiiA 

wfaais ^diove’^^theTO^ra on eavth/ Gardinal kih^Yieu 
hiaieii^fer me to. ComX to hil^ I thercioie Jihifii tkia 
letter in l^fte/ whiA perh^^ ^will lie t&c \ , wrifce^ 


being .^eatW ai^iSd^l^am dii^vtrcd. mjr ^lear t>c 
tain, i^ipl fei^Ti .thrV^ ni \no^er fetUr, t 


I ittcuwyiui 

— one^ another itt ^ 

woneTi if it be tme ttat wc^aH liave eyes Acre, and 
lememlSsr wVftt nas ^paff ficre icfowJ Pray |;hc'^Crrea^ 

God for Mahnuit, and take care^f thy, health, . ^ 

5(* MioNniK r r'^ 'lay t O 

T .frwu^ &iHi 1 q ^00 Qt. Hirfft I *» I » 

^‘iilc me iv « in Ifjufl I sbToddl w Vi' v ion v>f t i 

. I I i- ^ 1 Hiirt I \ J blo^ r\f ^ 

C ^ ^ A " ^ no SYi.vi'/; n34l^ ffj ^ ^ 

ARoiNAL Richlifu made^cxome into his preipnee, 

1 TT , . .. i:.^bO 

H 





honblir as to othw^f^Sn ctiur^mch }%r Iwi%eiicvc?i^^^ 
am of ifclolSaina/ ^ me 

mo-™* .J™ tV. iiH Ji fiwA'lfeaV'®* ’■' 


trary, as 


■ AW kaaWM fTAAtaV * ^ ^infl.Qn ttiyt ran- 

# Be feec^^Ac‘\rfcy,’^#^n|*^^^ a’“ 
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bitter' enemy to*^ the Turks ; and perhaps I fhnll receive 
fome prefect froth him, fbr having fcrved hjpi already as 
an interpfietef. I 'fliall tell thee,' invincible Vifier, what 
has pait between him and^'me, 'without any fear of being 
lidibns to thee- I ferve thee fciithfully, and write ^to 
thee as ofl as my duty requires*- ' « . 1 

As foon as I^was in his dofet, he thus fpoke to me 7 
** Titus, What doft thoir do in Paris^ ? What bufinefs 
haft thou in this town? ' And what is really thy coun* 
try ?” I anfwered him* ^ That i was a poor derkr /of 
Moldavia*, and came to fttidy €iviiiity, and be a prieft ; 
that^fi khew no better {dace to become wife and leanied ; 
and that 1 would willingly facriiice aU things 1 to t render 
him fervicc.’^ He afterwards alked me, .Whethjcr I 
was acquainted with any of the Eaftern. languages ; and 
whether I had ever been at Conftantinople Ihave 

been,*^ replied I, Si this great town when 1 was a 
child ; and that my hstlier and mother were tlien in ila- 
very. My father is dead, and' tny^mother is inarrieda'i> 
gain to a Chriftian Greek* I underfiaad Arabic and 
Turkifti, and lam perfc£Uy Ikillcd in the fchool Greek.’** 
** What do you mean by fchool Greek replied the car- 

dinal. ^ It is different from the vulgar Greek,*’ anfwer- 
ed I, ** which is fo corrupted,, that karited people will 
not give thcmfclves the trouble to. uudcrftand it.’’ He 
afterwards bade me go. into a little clofct, where I 
ihould find one of his fecretaries, who would need my 
help ; where I had no fooncr entered, but the fecietary 
prefcnted me with a TorkiCi. {tnamsfeript, to turn into 
Lati^ 'Or' Italian, if I could not ido it into* French. I im- 
mediately traoflated k into Lktin, rand . now t will inforia 
thee (wife Miniftcr and Govcimar^|if the p'eat Empire 
thetrue Faithful}, .ofjjthexcontenta of it. 

The Chriftian dervifes, called in France Cordeliers^. 
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keep, as frhou knowefti in Jerufalem, the Sepulchre of 
their Meflia^, by a privilege which Zelim, the conqueroT 
•of Palcftinc, granted them. Thefe religious have neither 
peace nor truce with the Greek Chriftians, and they have 
fuch differances together^ as arc of ill confeqitence to all ; 
they perfecute one another without cealingy and Spread 
abroad moft bitter fatirea againil each other. Each par- 
ty makes ill reports to his fuperior of that which is op- 
polite, and mixes among fome truths, a great many lies 
and abfurd ftories. But it appears to me^ that >:he Greeks, 
who naturally love cabaH, and have the reputation ’of 
great romancers, are more dexterous than their adverfc 
party to do mifehief. n 

The Chriftian dervifes have reprefented a great many 
things to this cardinal, to authorife their pretenfions a<* 
gainft the Greeks, by< means of the French ambaflador. 
They not only reproach the Greeks with fcveral injufticcs 
and violences, but accufe the cadi’s of cruelty and tyranny, 
and the foldiers which guard Jerufalem of infupportable 
^a^tioas. Thou (bouldft be thoroughly informed, whether 
thefe complaints be on juft grounds ; for tJiey affirm, their 
patience is .beyond the cruelty of the officers thou em- 
ployeft ; yet that they can no longer bear the infolencies 
which are now put on them, and are on the point of 
liazarding all by a ftroke of defpair. It does not belong 
to me to be advocate in the bejialf of thofe who are fub- 
mitted to thy authority, and efpccially of thofe who 
ought to bear the yoke of the Mahometans ; but it is 
the duty of Mabmut, thy creature, to inform thee of 
the true circumftances of af&irs which come to bis jfLuow* 
ledge. Yet, if the oppreffion of the dervifes be fo great 
as th^ make it, thou that art the tnie light which' en->» 
lightens the empire of the fatthful^ and fcattereft th^ 



140 LTTttki VRAtEk JIT Vol. I. 

darkhefi of not pemit thofe that live un- 

der 'the ^VHq "faith to be opprefTed ; an^ thjt four 
wfdtih^ ^reeka (hall be the caufe of fuch difordera as 
imty happen to Paleftine, the complaints of which have 
rdvch^ the ears of the greateft princes in Europe^ aiid 
tb ivhbfn fufch things may give falfe Ideas of the gOvern- 
rticnf of fhofc who are chdferi by God to command all 
the wO'rld.' Invincible Bafla» I have difcovered the true 
circunftftances of this affair, in the Turkilh manufcript 
^cfiT Cardinal Richlieu’s fecretaiy has put intd my 
hands.’ I have fidly dificovered nhe falfe realonings of 
thy^ Armenfans and Greeks, who by common confcJnL 
have offered federal things to the moft: venerable mufti, 
whi<^ I am' fare thou wilt not Approve bf; for they 
make nioft wretched excufes, to colour over their perS- 
dicKifiiefi. 'Hiey fay the Romamlls ought to be fit iiTed 
Oh purpofe'tbget rid of them^m Prieftine, brihg like 
the" Je^ hkter cneihies in theiir hearts tb^^he welSfkre bf 
the empre ; that the tfkbe of rit^^ prii^deges glinted 
Zdim and hit fitccefToTS is expired i atadWbat nior^Vr,' 
it "is gtbtt imprudence tb ftiffet ptl^ihV to’ confe' over 
from diftant countries, who iindef pret'encii^ 6f vffiting the 
Hblj' sepulchre, and other places VfakH fitperfliribn IS'i 
oonTccrated in Paleftin^, come to'eipy 'the adfoOt of th^ 
Turks, cxihuhe the tbrk of their'pbvc^*WeAt; Wfitf'tlieir 
places, and^meafttre the ^ads and ports tWncK^ ‘they poft 
fefs on the Teas’, which mkf pfbvc of dllhiaf coijfeqaence* 
to the honour and intereft of the Ottoman empire. ' 
cannot inform thee hoWl3iismeh\6}t'Came into Ric^tieu’s 
handSx but it was efthevToW tir biercepted' it' Conftah- 
tinopic, Vvhere k’ 'waw ayd^fled. ' HfewcvCf, i fiiuft hot' 
^rget W tell tSee' biic refehrlS 
whence thdu maytfft^'giiefc ‘ riiafohed like’ ^ 

wife and priident manr ’Vi^eit "the fuK 



Book D. , , 4.3; *4118. . i^i 

tan's cbicf rni’niftcr, I Ihould have addcd pnvacgcj J^o 
vilege t(? the monks cordeliers, jjot only becaufe. Jpftice 
^r^uires it, 'but by rei^fop of ihcia^yautage whi^h^J^h]; 
i^ound thereby to the Turkey. wqifU makc^^thje ways 
to Jferufalem eafy taall peqpkj: »the-tri- 

bute ; the pilgrims ihoidd be.'well^.pledi the Qfa'riftijiiQtS in 
general, as well as the cordeliers ; and J, feverdy 

punifli the officers and, folders who guard Pale^m;,. and 
-the leered places, if they did ^otherv^ife*" And then 
turnin|r hifnfelf towards mc^.; Does it « not a{:^qur,^to 
thee^” fejja he, th^t ^hc^ beft^way to . ei^largq a Idpg* 
dom is, to procure it ^ advantage which , inci;^f98 the 
of its fubjedts ? It is nqt eji^ough that t^e prince 
(hoyys the ornamepts ,of his principality ; he muft (how 
alfp the^ prince# otherwife.ke will be like the phiiofopher 
who wps brouglvt Into kfcfod’s prefence: I do not fee,” 
fays the^ king, any dfe hut the . beard and cloak 
of a p^lofQpber.” If the Turks do as the Scytbians,( 
when they mado thcmfelyea mailers of Athens, they wili 
do better ; for they would not burn the books which 
were gajihered together in this famous town, alleging, 
that thofe who applied themfclves to iludy, were pot 
wont to do any great hurt. If the Chriftians meditate 
on death, in vifiiing, and honouring the fepplchrcs, the, 
muflulipans , fhould ebniider, that if they.nciake way a« 
gainit them, they have puly^^o.do with contrite and pc« 
nitent perfont^ who will therefore be the more eafily de- ^ 

feated.” ' , ^ j 

And this is a faithful pod ^account of the^ con- 
vcrfaU’oa I bad ^rith^tbis chJcfj ?nifn|j^r qf. ftjstf,, , Sufl^r, 
novythijt; I add,,^as^a jidliqy .of ^thc Chri?^ 

l^g^nr# 

iufl^c.c-apdvan. 

ti^uity of the privileges qf the rcligiqu? Cbriftians at Je- 
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rufalem. They make appear, that for above three hun- 
dred years thefe places do belong to the Roman Catho- 
Uc8 ; that Robert d* Anjou bought them oC the Soldan 
of E'gyjit, and made thereof a prefent to the Roman 
dhurehr put them m pblFeHi^ry not only of the Holy 
Sepulchre, but of Calvary,* of Bethlehem^ and their dc^ 
pendencies; which fettlemCnt lafted till Zelim 1. whothere« 
in confirmed the religious Chriftians, with an- augmenta- 
tion of privileges, as /bon at ever he had Conquered E- 
gypt and Rnleitine. ^ . f t - 

Francis L King of Fratice, having made an^ alKance 
with'Solyman 11. he irtferted in his tireaty 'an article 
which confirmed the aforcfaid^-privileget; which were 
fince folctnnly renewed,^' till Amuratb’s time, who is now 
on the throne of the mufTuImanB (an happy emperor;; 
and mailer of the univerfe, for whofe fake alone the fun 
enlightens the earth), and confirn» what his predecefibrs 
had done in favour of the Chrifiian Roman dervife^ whom 
he bad maintained ^without any regard to the ‘tain pre- 
tenfions of the Greeks and Armenians,* in their lawful 
pofieflion of Calvar)', the grptto of Bethlehem, and^ the 
two little mountains thereunto belonging ; and* granted 
to them the keeping of the done on which their Saviour 
Chrid was embalme^, as well as that of the two fmall 
domes covered with lead, under which is the Holy Se- 
pulchre. 

Thy humble flave Mahmut has an unpleafant talk im- 
pofed on him by this French mlnider. He defired me 
to give him fome memoir general of what I know, and 
bade me not wonder at his Curiofity ; it being his maxim, 
to make friendfhip with all drangers^ of merit, whereby 
he has learned feveral important matters, and difeovered 
fccrets of great importance ; and tliat it lay in myejM^yer 
to oblige him greatly, in giving him bn exa^ account of 
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the forces of the Ottoman empire, and where they lay 
tnefrdfeJTtP be attacked. I anlwered him vpy modcftr 
ly, that myjtufinefa being pnly to fay my breviary, he 
^Quld J^ot /expeA any great capacity from me in theCc 
flatters. He fimliugly bade x^t ^ry what I ^ould do in 
that matter * yet, how>!ver^ he would wt lay, any thing 
upon me which might make me uneafy ; adding, that 
though he were la ordinal and a prieft, yet hq knew 
fotnething morCfthan divinity, ^nd that feveral R,oman 
prelates had made war with great fuccefs from^St. Peter's 
<;hgir. r fil>e, I could not but propiife to gratify him ; 
andi^bou (h4t knpw in^lue time how I difeharged my- 
iqlf ; fpr I ih^U rather pail with, my hfc.than a£i contra- 
ry to my allegiance,, However, I mufl. avoid giving him 
caufe^tQ fufpeS me, ,and acquaint thee alone with the 
coaff^ncefi I Have had wit^ him. 
i<Thj? holy Prophet multiply thy line, that the empire 
may npt want ^iniltt^rs of thy lineage; and the Great 
God foiiirift.thy valpur, that thou mayft fee the empire 
of Amuractli , without bounds* 

Pflfis, ^th of the sd Mooii| of the Year 1639. 


XVI.— re tie fame. 

nr HE winter is fo far advanced, that the king’s armies 
lie quiet. It is nq fable, that the dauphin was born with 
fome teeth, and that no nuric dare prefent him the teat, 
for fear of being bit with them. It is faid alfo, that 
there being no w’oman to be found about the court which 
can endure the fuckUng of him, there is a certainPpea* 
fant, a ver)' healthful and hardy woman, that has under* 
talffl^hat employment. 

Here are four pofts arrived at the fame time ; one 
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comet from RomCf the reft from the armies ; but what 
newt they bring it not yet known. It it thouglftThai 
he which comet from Germany brings newt of AlfaUi^ 
and Brifiic. The King of France is very wdh Here 
are glNHIt preparationt at Court for the carnival* in which 
time the Chriftiana play a thoufand mad pranks. 

It it commonly faid the queen it with child again. 
Here are alfo many reportt of the Grand Stgniorh expe- 
dition! both in printt and newt-Iettert ; and fevcral pvog^ 
noftics are piade on hie enusrprife on Babylon. 

I (hall inform thee by the firft opportunity* what it 
faid here further of our ever^vi&nriout emperor* and of 
thee alfo who art hit chief minifttr* tod the right arm of 
his empire ; and at the fame time thee what newt 
come from the northern parts* of winch* 1 fuppofe* the 
kaimacham has given thee fome notice* at well as of the 
moft eoofiderahk events oithe warof Alfaria^ The liW 
mortal Being reward thee with the taking of Babylon* 
and aU Perfia* as a reward of thy fidelity and valour*, and 
pains thou haft taken in fervttig faiibfuBy thy mafter ; 
and give thee the good fortune of kadiug tijiunpli^ly 
in chains the fovereign of this empire, that he may be 
humbled to the kiffing of the ftirrup of the invincible 
Amurath’s horfe. 


rsrif» i6tb of the ad Moen* of the 'fete xdjp. 



XVIIt— 7b Bnxia Bassb* CUtf Tr^^nr /o the Grand 
Signhr. ^ 


Sliachim the Jew* whom thowthooghteft fo wHe and 
virtuous a man* concealed his ill qpsdirier at Coaftsutiooplc* 
to difeover them more advantngeoully at Paris. ^iSjras 
not his frnilt that my afiairs were not entirely ruined. 
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The vij ^wa gave raarfts of hJs’tireachery in the veW^o- 
nien t he law int' receive fhe money from Carcoa at”\n«n- 
rjja lipoirthy^iCT. *f <»rdte t6 thic, 1 thought this man 
wotte bHhftliffil'm inftWAfng'.rrt in the things wluch 
neceflSl¥y f6r ftiie to VtfSw/ ^i tUai W up- 

on my grfitfdPiq' tfeife things wiiei^rii'liie might do me 
milfchfe^"Thl!itf'maYeft"eaily imagine how”', I' am vexe^ 
at'pWi^ V'SfeV I'i’ffilielthef acQufe himj” 'nor draw froin 
hfl#l1i^ffiftv^e.^'"tie matfe^nJeheJicve, that alad'y^j^a 
fon at Pari8j''1l''Y2hng“rS'nn grjat hopes, having* rc- 
ceivitf^fhme^iSyplealhVe 'fi§m'*his relations, wm refolved 
^tti^reiSfin'dSed, Slhd eftibracc’fhq VahonTctaifi r^ion; 
^trthaf hie woulimrlSfe ib happy ah rfccafidn of doing 
; and tfer^l&re fthd contnved 'to hide this 
yi^ifl^TBiilPm'a fclofi ’^eflar; 'underneath the houfe' where 
I 'i^dg^'^thottt' difcdveriHj^tS him thi place’«dierc' he^ 
ihSttld^. 'Id^^d^f'lfil fiad'^promifedhlm mbijeyii'atid 
ttrfV8^flSe'%ii# S*Jdfifiifo'ahJe ei^oy & *Conftantino^le^ 
sdJfthWBl Ifilftd Wm wftfi all the hope* 

whfcSf^&e Wbdl“^hfe‘ glilh” td rholl'^at, through fickle- 
nefs,*W tffil|)orSl^i®hntages,'forfaiKe the'Veligion of theff 
fathers; td‘^rof&f3a'iibth'er.’''Hc alfd aflured me, I'ihonld 
ha'iie he trol^e by'Silftiui^fiif'haimig^keh all necelTa- 
ry care to tranfport his convert immedia'^dff'to Tunis dr 
Algiers, and fr«9<sth«iil|iO'Cid^^ i yitUfed 

to the reafens he allied, and tht^ young man was 
brought'Ti^lSe higfiit*^ th?Soufe where ^ lay, and hid 
withollt jgSy fsewg^Ji^.^i^lheawJUfdaija^^ not open^ 
ed w ithout a ftrange feene ip tiki houfe. I was aftoniih- 
ed to fee a woman in a great rage fiand before me, ,deiF 
mahdhfg'iaittsfaAiAflfi^'^fedadfij^llcr daughter and 
away'Sef life, clted^^^Al'*'j»ifh'htvmg forcftly darned: 
her ihef then murdetciff^ ; '^fthd fhe ma^ me all 
Fe/:/. <4 



LETTERS WRITTEV BY 


14 * 


-Vol. i- 


fhcfe lepioaches in the company of a gveat many ofS- 
cu'B of jullice. ✓ 

Think then the confuHon I was in ; the moie 1 denic^ 
the Clime, the more fitrcely they charged it on me. I was 
threatened witli death if 1 did not confefb it, and give the 
fatisfadlion required of me ; and at the fame time this fly 
Jezabel gave a fign to one of the rogues her companions to 
go down to fuch a place, and bring up her daughter, who 
was found alive in man’s clothes, and melted into tears. It 
fignified nothing to allege reafons to prove my innoccncy ; 
fo that I was forced at laft to^throw out to thefe hung- 
ry wretches all the money I had, and they withdrew not 
till they had abufed and leviled me in a moft bitter man- 
ner. They got from me about an hundred and eighty- 
four fequins of gold, and about an hundred piallers of 
filvcr. EHachim has the confidence to affirm he knew 
nothing of the cheat j and thinks to juftify himfelf in 
fayrng, that if he who is a Jew* was deceived by this 
young man, who preteMcd to b^omc a Turk, there 
were a thoufand French people who ha^4 been cheated in 
like manner. I fliall not here mention what 1 allegifd to 
him to make him own his periidioafnefs, this being fruiN 
kfs* On the otlier handi refleding on the employ I 
had, and my prefent ciroum&ances^ it ^appeared to me 
neceffiiry to diifemble this truths and tO wait foir fome 
favourable occafion ^ feud tliia'v$aiii out of Paris, and 
to lay fome fnafre for him at QibnftaiAinople. 1 1 give thee 
notice of this event for t¥h reafons, that. I may have 
mote money, and provide fot n^y fafety^ believing myfclf 
in gieal danger as long as>*l live wbeteqfuch >a> fellow 
comes. I fiialhnot mention thi* i<W!ercfts of Mahmut’s 
life ; for I ffikll ever think it WeB fpent ihoold" it be loft 
In the fultatfs fetflclSj who is4ht oifly prop of thR^ni-. 
verfe. 
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Thou wilt not want opportunilicB wheicin thou maycft 
Eliachim’s purfe the money he has robbed 
Dpue of ; .neither wilt thou want means to remove from me 
To dangerous a companion. Thou fhouldeft know what 
the ChrilUans, who arc always iri cconcileublc enemies to 
the Jews, fay of them : they affirm, that tlisfe irfamous 
wretches are the flaves of all nations excepting Turkey ; 
and efpeciaUy in Conllantiuoplc, where they are mailers ( 
they are at the fame time carciTed and curfed ; in the 
midil of abundance they appear always mife/able ; and 
yet they lay hands on all otliers pioperties. They add, 
that they be vagabonds like Ulyffcs, yet in whatever 
place they are they find a countiy like Homer; that 
they arc all perfidious, and in public affeA to appear^ re- 
ligious, but live in giievous diforder and luxury in their 
own houfest flicking at no fort of crimes ; bragging, 
that though it be not permitted them to purchafe lands, 
yet they have found means to get into their hands a great 
pait of the gold in Europe* The Chrillians alfo fay, 
their number mull needs be great, feeing they never go 
to w^; and there aic none amongfl them that do not 
mairy. They are, iky they, ever cowards and poltrons 
where there is any danger or pains ; but bold when they 
forefee any certain gain in the markets they make. They, 
never fpeak the truth bujt when it is to deceive ; they are 
ever liars, and .there ,li no impiety or facrilege at which 
they will Icruple ; and thefe fame Chriitians affirm, they,^ 
will commit, one time or otbetf fbme horn'd crime in our 
great imperial city^ being the Turks concealed enemies, 
though they ffUt great confidence in them; and that 
we arc wflKjig to he deceived by them. I have wriu 
ten to Carcoa to fend me fpeedily ibme aififtance ; , and 1 
Jiav^{;,tM»en forced to borrow money of this fame Eliachim, ^ 
that trawor who has brought tne into th^ condition I am 
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in. He could not deny rc, though lie plea^ /like a 
rogue as he is) cxtierre poverty. 

This tiick which has been put upon me/ will obUge! 
me henceforward to keep a valet» but I will take one fo 
Httle, that no man fhall leproach me with chooling 
much of an ill thing. Abandon not the poor Mahmut, 
w ho prays God that he would give thee all forts of pro- 
iperities, and make thee live in perfeA health ! and 
wi^cs that all the monarch^ of the mfidel nations may 
bev.ome flakes to the fultan, who (hall be ever invincible! 
and that their liches may in<prcafe the treafuie thou 
guardell. 

jjth of the 2d Moon, of the Year 1639. 


XVIII.~r^> Carcoa at Funna. 

I HAVE received the money thou dklft fend me, and inv 
mediately Igit it \ yet without my fault. Bekir the tica- 
furcr has been informed by my letters of the lofs I fu- 
ftained, and of another affair which is not iieceffa/f for 
thee to know. I alfo writ to him, I expefted a fpeedy 
fupply from thee ; for I (heold demand it of thee. Tlie 
Grand Sigiilor’s intereil requires^ that thou doff not 
oblige me to give thee any other reafon, and that thou 
deferreil not to fend me, as fopn may he, a fufiicient 
fum of money. 1 can only iofqrm thee, th%t in the at* 
tempt whicli was made on ipe, I loft oi)ly i\hat 1 can re- 
cover. My life 18 in fafety, and, by a piraclc, my affairs 
are in the lame condition ; fpr ppbody has as yet dlfcover- 
ed who I am* If thou writeft any thing to Eliachim the 
Jew, be iSirc be carefuk and do not truft him more than 
needs. 

S^nd without lofs of time to the Porte the packet I 
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thee, and let me not languifh in Paris innh^, 
’xpedation of money. It is true, gold is a rare com* 
BOdity, becaufe every body defires it. In this gicai town 
)f Paris, one may fooner find an hundred faints than one 
ibAal perfon. Tlic French fay it belong»-K>nly to fots 
o be free of their money ; that a man fhould fuccour 
lis friend with good counfel, and there is no need of any 
thing clfe. Learn, Caicoa, to have no need of other 
people's help, and have a care of being too free. Mea 
that are accufiomed to receive good turns, are generally 
wont to reckon them as debts. 

The vanity of that philofopher, who died with mife- 
ry, is a great example of men's infolency. When Pc* 
rides would give him fome fuccour to prolong his fife, 
he had the audacioufnefs to iky to him, Thou carried 
oil, O Pericles I becaufe thou haft need of a lamp." 

The Sovereign Moderator of all things keep thee from 
falling into neceflity : This is the beft wifh the poor 
Mahmut can make for thee, in the low eftate he finds 
himfelf. 

Pax)^ tjth of the id Moon, of the Year 1^39. 


XIX. — ^^Dgkbt OG1.OU. 

Birkabeb’s father was a rich man in Arabia, and his^ 
virtue was equal to his riches. He had nineteen chil- 
dren, who 'all died of the fame diftemper when they ar*. 
rived to fome years. Never family was more united and 
regular. Birkabeb was naturally of a quiet foft teir^per, 
but fo holy a man, and at lad died fo poor, that a thief 
coming into his chamber one night to ftealj^ and finding 
’notfilSgJ^c calledTiim to him, whilft he was going away, 
and gave him his bed, as not being willing he fliould de- 
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part empty-handed and lofc his laboui* Bcii^ - 
after this to lie on the floor, he received affiftance from^^ 
heaven by the hands of his wife ; and fcarce were twenty* 
moons paft fince thi^ adventure, but there happened ano- 
ther more ftrange than the former ; for he became on a 
fudden very rich, and at the fame inftant ceafed to be 
wife. He had a wife of as haughty a difpofition, and 
noify humour, as his was quiet and humble. This wo- 
man kept the flocks, and, with a florid yoiithfuluefs, 
v/as endued with great beauty f and it is not known by 
what accident a prince of the rfce of the Sophy of Per- 
fia, who fled from his fovercign's dlfpleafurc, met with 
lier. It k certain, that having recommended himfelf to 
her, and entreated her to favc his life, and not difeover 
him, (he led him into a very thick wood, which was ne^ 
ver frequented, whei'e the prince lived for fourteen years 
concealed. But growing at length tired with this fort 
of life, he perfuaded this woman to go to Ifpahan dif- 
guiied In man’s apparel, and find Atlamus, who had 
been his governor, and was a faithful and wife man^who 
would give her money, and Jewels, and a waccr‘ which 
would fo difguife his countenance, that his neareft friends 
could not know him \ by w*hich means he might hold on 
his way to Rhodes as he had determined. This woman 
foon arrived at Ifpahan with the prince’s tokens, which 
were fome ftrange charaders, and a ring which he ufual- 
ly wore 5 which Arfamus knowing, he cntrnfted her vi-^ith 
a cohfiderable fom, and feveral diamonds, together with 
a little golden pot wherein was this winter before mention- 
ed. • This meffenger returning in lefs than forty days 
tlme> found the prince dead in the grptto where he with- 
drew, with a paper in his hand, wherein he entreated the 
firft whidi chance (hould bring thither, to bury/ uisliody 
at the foot of a fair oak near by ; and alfo entreated the 
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.jl^artv' r^liich had his ring to carry it to the fophy, and 
,beg pardon foi the offence he had given hun. Birkabqb’s 
then difeovered to him all that, had happened, led 
him into the wood, (bowed hun the dead prince, the 
letter, the ring, and the precious (tones, aii^ only refer v- 
ed to hcrfelf the fecret of the water, which (lie would not 
entruft him with. Having after this refolved to go to 
the fophy, they went together, by whom they were well 
received, and laden with riches. Birkabeb took up his 
abode at Ifpahan, tarrying there four years,* and there 
led a voluptuous and diikooeit life ; whilft his wife, leav- 
ing him, ran away with a young Perfian, and made feve- 
ral different voyages into Alia, under feveral figures, and 
by means of the water which (he had received of Arfa- 
mus, (he deceived her hulband, and as many lovers as (he 
pleafed. 

The unhappy Birkabeb, being by his wife's lewdncfii 
become again poor, refolved at laft to return to his own 
country, where he died in his houfe, full of years, and in 
fuch repute for holinefs, that the common report is, he 
wroJfgkt divers miracles. He left four fons, of which I 
knew only Ababar, who is he thou mentioneft in thy 
letter. And this is all I can tell thee of Birkabeb, of 
his fon and gnuidfon Ababar, whom 1 look upon as a 
very honeft man, and i/i whom I believe thou mayeft put 
confidence j yet with this refleftion, that he which is 
honeft now may ccafe to be fo. Salute thip perfon froirf 
me, and continue to love me. Anfwer my firft letter, if 
thou haft not done it j and Uris laft alfo, if it be not 
troublefojne to thee. Farewell. 

Pans, ijth .f the *d Mooo, ot the Veer tisg. 
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XX . — To Egri Boynqu, tie White EunucEt 

X AM ftm alive, and ja health ; my fearr lias proved vafn^ 
and 1 have efcaped the cardinal’s hands without any dan- 
ger; which will make me hope the fame good fortune 
iliQiild he ever fend for me again. But thou fhalt not 
know his bufinefs with me, that being a fecret I am 
obliged to conceal. 

Thou hafl, I hope, received the long letter I wrote 
thect containing feveral particulars of Henry IV. ’s life. 

fend thee now feveral of hisofayings, which may be 
termed, fentencea. Read them with attention, they are 
aa pleafant as profitable for Muftapha’s ufe, who will 
&d this great king to have had an invincible courage in 
adverfity, and great clemency and gcncrolity when he 
was in his profperity : He was valour itfelf amongfl the 
(oldiers, wife and pleafant amongfl his courtiers, tenible 
ib^battlei eafy and free amongft the ladies, full of heat 
when any a^Hon offered itfelf, and courteous and afiable 
to all forts of people. ^ 

Henry died in the fame manner as moll of our^filllms, 
that' is to fay, a violent death. He had lived fifty-feven 
years and fome months, and reigned about twenty years. 
Sevend of his courtiers named him, like the firft Caefar, 
JBI JVometu Hufband^ becaufe, it was beb'eved, he neycr 
faw any that he fancied, but he obtained her. He had 
fotinteen children, fix by the queen, and the others by 
four of his miftreffes. She who vfas called the Beautiful 
Gabrielle, of the family of Eftrcc, feemed to have more 
powep on his heart than all others ; he often carried her 
about with him in his artny, and to the places he bciieged 
- in peifon. Hdkry was wonl to fay, ** It was as diffi- 
cult to know ho^ tt) loH weU, to prepare a fcaft^niih:o 
dance at the fame time agreeably, as to draw up an army 
for battle, confining bf feveral nations.” 
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And when he was more advanced in years, he faid. 
He loved dancing, for it made him appear young ; he 
play, for it fhewed he could he angiy ; and ladies* 
becaufe, he faid, lie believed a man ought to love att th« 
days of his life." • ^ * 

He was fo impatient at play when he loft, that he 
feemed to be as much concerned at the lots of an hun* 
dred crowns, as at the taking of a city from him. > ^ 
He often difguifed himfelf like a prafant to approach 
his miftrefles without being known ; and he has often car* 
ried on this humour to th^t degree, as to drive afles laden 
with fruit, and (bmetimes carry a trufs of hay on his 
fhoulders. ^ 

When he was peaceably fettled in his kingdom, h6^ 
faid to thofc who were his greateft intimates, That he 
that grew weary at diihcultks, did not dcierve tbofe 
things which might be acquired without trouble. I faw 
myfelf a king, faid he, without having a kingdom, an 
hu(band without a wife, a captain without foldiers, and 
liberal without having any thing to give. I have had, in 
fine, l^ngdom, children in lawful marriage, my troops 
are numerous, and T c«in difpofe of feveral millions." . 

This prince has been wounded feveral times, has re* 
ceived three wounds in the wars, and three others on his 
throne in the calms of jpeace. The adions which have 
gained him moft glory have been, the winning of iibur 
battles, )vhence he came out conqueror, having very few 
troops, and his enemy having very numerous armies ; 
the general peace he gave to Europe } the reconefliatian 
of the Venetians with the Latin church, which badges* 
communicated them ; and the great projpdt I fpake ta 
thee about in my foregoing fetter. 

* Tbe^pe’a nuncio having one day aiked him kovp long 
he had imde war I hk anfwer was^** AB the days of my 
2 or,... 
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life ; and my onmcs hare hc\er liad any other, general 
but myfclf.” He was feeii once for forty hours togc*^ 
ther on horfebaek, and he led at that time an unhap^)y. 
life, yet he boic up with an invincible courage, which 
made his folditrs call him the King of Iron. At the 
fame time he held a morfti of coarfe bread in one hand, 
he would with the other form on the ground the defigu 
of an entrenchment ; and when he would (how his friends 
the finell galhiy of his palace, he would at the fame 
time lead them down into his ftabks to fee his horfes* 
He WAS wont to fay, “ Tltat king who would reign 
happily, muft not do all things which he may.’* lie had 
fuch a great nefs of mind, and was fo merciful, that he 
pardoned thofe who confpired againftiiis life* He fhow- 
ed oft to thofe that were about him, a foldicr that was a 
itranger, and had wounded him in a battk^ whom he re- 
compenkd foi doing his duty, and made him one of his 
guards. 

Though he was not learned, yet he read books of his 
religion, and took a fingular pleafure in hiftoty, and con* 
verfing with learned me'ii. Hcaiing one fright tip* An- 
fials of France, and being almofl; half afleep in his bed, 
he bade his reader continue his reading, for lie would 
Keep no more tliat night* 

Having laid ficge to a moft important ^ce, in a moil 
cold feafon, he flipped one night, wrapt up in his cloak, 
to the peaces where the labouiers were at work, and heard 
a foldier theie curfing both God and htinfelf ; yet, w'ith- 
out concerning himftlf any farther, he whifpered in this 
foldier’s ear, “ God hears thee,* and the kii^ too, for 
ought thott knoweft y if llwu canft not woih, hold thy 
peaces and begone.” The night following, the king ^ 
ftttiiig to work bimfelff to excite others, he cai^d this . 
foldier to be called unto Jlum> and thus fpakito him. 
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** Help me to remove this earthy and do not fwcari for 
' now the king hears thee/* 

^ To correct the vices, the injuftices, and violences of 
others, he did not ufe leflons, but gave examples. And 
one day that he heard one of his captains m a rage, for 
that his creditors had feized on all he had, to his horfe and 
fword, he thus fpakc to him, ** I that am thy fovereign 
have paid my debts, and fold all that 1 am woith for 
that end ; and thou that art my fubjeft uiighteft to do 
the fame thing wuhoiit mui muring And then, taking 
him apart, he gave him^otne jewels to help him out. 

He often (bowed the Marfhal de Biion to his friends, 
and thun fpake to them about this captain, This man 
knows how to a£l, as well as talk ; and I have a great 
love for him.’* Yet he fomc time after caufed him to be 
put to death, having three times pardoned his dlfloyalty. 
This captain having continued his plots againft his life, 
and againd the (late, yet remembering he had loved 
him, he would fpare one part of the (hame of his puni(h« 
meat, and therefore ordci'ed he (hould be executed in pri^ 
fon? ^ 

A fcholar, two monks, and a fool, attempted at feve- 
nd times to kill him; and, aa I have already told thee, he 
was feveial times wounded, and at lad received a mortal 
ftroke. A woman tlij^t bad undertaken to poifon him* 
was burnt alive ; and this foolilh creature laid at her 
death, thinking to lelTen her crime, ** That havjngt fonea 
feen the kiitg was to have^been dabbed to death by the 
hand of a ru£San, (be would therefore procure him a more 
eafy and honourable death/* « ^ 

Henry extremely loved hunting ; and one day l>eiug 
in purfuit of a dag, and far dlftant dom his company, l 
great^(jpe£brum appeared to him^whh R black and t(;r« 
riUe cototenance, with all the equipage of a bimter,.hair- 
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iiig a leafh of dogs^ and faid thefe words to him in a dif« 
mal tone, Expeft me, and hear me, repent and amend ” 
thy life ; doft thou underfland me Thou maycft'cafia. 
ly believe this vinoii did not a little difturb him. Yet he 
was more troubled at wliat a pcafant one day told him, 
who fpake to him with great freedom ; and his difcourfe 
gave him that difiurbance which he could never get rid 
of. This man talked to the prince often with great fa- 
miliarity when he found him in the field ; and one day 
held this difcourfe to him ; “ We arc here two men ; 
thou art a great king, and I a^oor pcafant ; yet I am 
perhaps a better man, becaufe I am more innocent : I 
have faid nil the good I can of thy perfon to my friends, 
being fenfible of thy juftice, thy bounty and liberality i 
But all thefe virtues arc horribly foiled by a grievous 
vice, which God will never forgive thee, unlefs thou Icav* 
eft it olF—thou committeft, great prince, continual adtil* 
Icrics.” 

It is certain t,his prince ackndwledged to fome of his 
confidants, that he had that day K^rd in particular a 
preacher, who, Without any (kill in theology and xh^to^ 
lie, had more moved him than all the do£h>rs of the Sor- 
bonne put together could do. Tbna Sorbonne is a ced- 
lege in Paris, famous for learned divines. 

This prince put a plealant trick on his confiefibr, who 
often urged him to fbrfdLC hia miftreflcs, and content 
himfielf with the embtaces of hrs wife. lie ordered a 
cook, who was wont' to drefs this doftor’s visuals, to 
give him nothing to cat but partridgei ; which fo great- 
ly tired him, that he could not forbear complainmg to 
the king himfclf^ that tUs cook was fo wilfol and hu- 
mourfome, tbsft he would let him have nothing but part- 
lidges ; (b tharhe grew fo weary with that kind ^foodt 
aa aiado Urn fiek set the Ibougbti of it ; The prmce 
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ly anfwcred him, Always the queea, always part- 
• ridges.” 

He loved learned men, and was a great patron of them ; 
y5 he faid that necefiSty obliged him to follow arms, 
but had he been left to his own inclination, he would 
have chofen to have been a fcholar. 

He had no great efteem for phyficians ; as Relieving 
thefe kind of people wifh ill to men ; being of Tiberius's 
mind, who thought that a man of thirty years of age 
needed them not. 

But on the contrary, he mod eftcemed hiltorians, and 
gave penfions to fevcral of them in Germany, Italy, and 
other places ; faying oft, that if any one could find the 
books of Titus Livy which are wanting, and thofe of 
Tacitus, that he would willingly bellow on him the fame 
gift of three cities, which Xerxes made to a Greek cap* 
teiR } the one for bread, the fecond for wine, and the 
third for clothing; and therefore there are above fifty 
authors whp have written his biftory. He envied Au- 
guftus, by reafou of, the happinefs of having fo many 
fearn^ men in his reign ; and that he more ciltemed 
Msecenas, living a peaceable citizen at Rome, than AleSf 
auikr trjui^phing over all Afia ; and that Maecenas’s pa» 
Iroriizing and reconspenfing illaftrious men that excelled 
ia Rome in aQ arts, had rendered his name immortal, to- 
gether with that of^iiis fpverei^nr , , , . 

He bewaikd the great paiiM^ he had taken to obtainf^ 
the command of other/| y and, /or, his having learned no- 
thing hhnielf ; affirming, it b^en better for him to 
have learned to couunand himlelf. He ,was alfo won^ 
to Ly, That a wife princ<^ ought never to refufe a 
peace, unlefs it be foupd more pr^dicial than war.”, 

,, Bejpg pne day coftverfing with At Spupfli .ambaffadQr, 
it to jfaf, b& I 9Si4 pon^ving At aftpidft* 
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mcnt of this minifter, You fee (fays he) that I can 
ftill mount on horfeback, and march on foot too, if it’ 
be neceflary ; and that the gout has not deprived me of 
the ufc of my legs-” His valour was fo admirable, 
that a grandee of Spain being at a ceremony, w^hereln 
the fword of this prince was carried naked before him, 
he ftopt. openly him that carried it, andjkifled it, faying, 
he did this honour to the fword of the fiift and chiefeft 
captain of the world. 

A chem^ one day prefented him w'ith a receipt to 
change lead into gold ; to whon^he anfwered, in making 
a large empty coffer to be brought to him, ** When thou 
haft filled this coffer with the metal thou talkeft of, come 
to me, and 1 will give thee as much lead as thou wilt 
have.” 

Being at Fountainbleau, a place famous fince feveral 
ages, and fhowing all the buildings there to a foreign 
prince, who told him, when he had fhowed him the chi^ 
pel, ** That he had lodged God in too narrow a com- 
pafs ;” he anfwered, ** That God was better lodged in 
the heart, than in great edifices of ftone.” ^ - 

When he drew the defigns againft the muffulmans} 
which I mentioned in my^ other letter, ho did an aAion 
of gencrolky very beneficial to the Moors who were 
driven out of Spain, permitting above fifty thoufand 
men, who had paft the Pyrenees, to embark themfelves 
in the ports of Provence and Languedoc, to retire into 
Afiric. 1 cannot calhto mind^that time without bewaiU 
ing the lofs of a million of perfons, who perifhed by di» 
vers accidents atid miferies. 

After a battle, 'wherein Henry ran a 'great hazard, he 
faid, ** He had often 'fought for vifioryi but^at this time 
he fought for hk life.” jr 

He had iifed more bbots than Shoes ; and he 
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he had been Icfs time in bed, than the Duke bf Maycnne 
had been at table ; this latter commanding then the ar- 
my the league. 

This king deiired to be thought a real, father to his 
fubjedls ; he therefore applied himfelf in (earchlng the 
means of redreiling the infamous abufes of the bar ; but 
he advanced not much in the bufinefs, whatever care he 
ufed ; it being impoffible for him to bridle the covetouf- 
nefs of the lawyers, and to hinder the length of fuits, or 
correA the injuftice of judges, to leave nothing to be 
done by his fucceffors. He feemed to be much troubled 
many times, when he ^ake of thefe kind of things, in 
that there were in Paris more courts and lawyers than in 
all the vaft empire of the Turks ; his defigii being, after 
the example 'of the mufluhnans, to make all fuits, which 
were cverbfting by the knavery of the lawyers, to be de- 
cided in three days ; and he therefore defigned alfo to 
burn the books of all thofe who had written infinite 
commentaries on tlris fubjeA, which ferved only to ruin 
the people, and caufed oftentimes amongil relations, 
frien<|8, and neighbours, fuch broils, as may be fald to do 
more mifehief than a civil war» He affirmed, that in 
imitating herein the Turks, he (hould ufe his fubJeAs as 
his real children, and hinder them from devouring, one 
another ; that he wouljd cauTc (harp nails and razors to 
be faftened to the feats where the judges fat, that thofe 
who fuffered themlelves to be corrupted mights fit tbeceA 
on : And indeed in this particular 1 cannot but wonder 
at the Chriftians^ blindnefs^ 

We fee oftentimes decided im one only campaign, the 
differences of two great ftates:; but a fuit in law for*twcn- 
ty fequins (hall often lall a whole life, and< perhaps 

ei^ailed on his heirs* 

But> ear a remarkable example o£ the ^nfiexaty of this 
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fovereign. There were who would have perfuaded him 
to have apprehended t]»c Duke of Savoy, who came to 
Paris to terninate fomc differences he had vdth hny^.— 
He anfwei'ed. thofc that advifed him with this : “ That 
Francis the Firft, one of his prcdeccflors, had taught 
him, a prince was more obliged to do what he had pro- 
mlfed, than to obtain v/hat he defired ; that It was in his 
power to have apprehended a prince far more confider-i^ 
able, but would not do it, fufferlng the Emperor Charles 
the Fifth tq pafs out of his kingdom, who had come 
therein on his word. After this padded he) fliall Henry" 
give fuch an example to princes ? If Duke of Sa- 
voy has often broke his word with me, it docs not there- 
fore follow I mud imitate him : Crimes can never be au- 
thorifed by examples.” The fame Duke o/ Savoy having 
afked him what revenue he drew from his kingdom, he 
anfwered him in thefe terms, I draw as much as 1 wiil,. 
becaufe I make myfelf beloved $ whence it is that my 
fubjefts count all our eftates arc common.” 

He anfwered very pleafantly to a princess envoy, who 
came with a compliment of condolence for the death of 
his fon, who had been dead near a yesar, ** That he was 
no longer grieved at that lofs, feeing God had given him 
two more iince.” 

A captain of great reputation having faid, that the 
king’s liberalities, though feveral times reiterated, could 
not oblige him to love him ; Henry fent him word> 
** He would heap So many favours on him that he would 
force him at laft.” 

He often ufed this proverb, " More ffies are taken 
with drop of honey, than a ton of vinegar.” 

A 'monk entertaining him one day about military af- 
fisirs, ** Open your breviary, father (faid he}} ani^Qiow*. 
me where you kamed thefe fine leflbns.” 
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One day a tailor prefenting him with a book of poli« ^ 
tics, I/e faid to the chancellor, who was there prefentf 
MtMiticur Chancellor, cut me out a fult of clothes ; here's 
a tailor 'who underllands your trade, and tells me how I 
(hall govern my kingdom." 

One day, when the pope’s nuncio was at a great fead, 
where there were between twenty and thirty ladies of 
great beauty, he told this prelate, •* He had been in fc- 
veral battles, but never found himfelf in fo great danger 
before.” 

Nothing feems more mgreeable than the anfwer he 
made to the pro.^{l of the merchants of Paris, who was 
urgent with liim to ^onfent to an impofi, which was to 
be laid on' die fountains of the town, to furnifh the cx» 
pence of forty deputies of the Switzers, who came into 
France to renew their ancient alliance with this king* 
dom ; and his anfwer was, ** That this magiflrate fhould 
find foni6 other expedient than to change water int# 
wine i which was a 'miracle that never any body wrought 
but Jefus ChViil wlio is, as thou knoweil, the Chriftiani 
favi6ur> and| for thy fari^r inftradtion, it is neccifary 
for thee to know, tlie ^Switzers love wine ^bove all things 
in thd World, ^aiid 'that not Without rcafon. 

This prince went to the wars at the age of fifteen,* and 
at feveiiteen killed' an cnCTy, and in the year following 
he faved the life of one of lus captains, and had hk horfe 
killed under him. He was in five battles, and in more 
than an hundred comfiats, and at the fiege of above two 
hundred places. He^fuftained feven diffei^nt wars, iu 
which hit enemies acknowledged, that he had fifty >fivc ar* 
mies upon him at feveral times, and in d^erent places, 
aftd always obtained fome copfiderable advantage. 

* *Thoi^ that have given him .the ferm of Great, have 
given hiifii his true name. He was highly efteemed by 
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all nations ; and thou knoweft very well, that our ful- 
taris, though the mightictt monarchs in the unlverfo*. have 
admired this great prince’s fortune and valour* V- - , 

Above fifty hiftorians have written his life- j above five 
hundred poets have publifhed his praifes. 

I will leave thee at prefent the liberty of comparing 
this king with thofc whom thou wilt choofe from amoiigft 
the heroes. 

If Mahomet XI. has not done more than him, he may 
be compared to him in warlike aAions, with this dif- 
ference, that King Henry conquered the Gauls who 
were of his patrimony, and Mahomet conquered twelve 
kingdoms and an empire, becaufe he was perfuaded that 
all the earth belonged to him. Henry fubdued the city 
of Paris, and Mahomet made himfelf xnafter of Conftan- 
tinople. 

The King of France }eft an infinite number of marks 
beliind him of his grandeur, on marble, and in the writ- 
ings of famous authors, and Mahomet left only on his 
tomb, thofe which fhowed what he had deiigned to exe- 
cute, but never could do it, which was, to take Rhodes, 
and fubdue proud Italy. 

We muil alfo acknowledge, there was never found in 
any Mahometan prince, the admirable clemency of Hen- 
ry, (bowing himfelf herein greater than in vanquilhing 
bis enemies ; contrary to Maliomet, who (bowed only 
great kindnefs to an ox, whom he caufed to be carefully 
fed, becaufe he would never forfake the tomb of his 
mailer, whom that prince had killed, abiding always by 
it, and exprefling his lorrow by horrible bcllo wings. 
On all other occafions he was very ci^el ; far from the 
humour of this French king, who heaped benefits 
thofe who drew blood of him. Mahomet, a bSfr- 
barous cruelty, caufed the bellies of twenty offhis inno- 
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cent pages to be npt open, to difeover him that had 
eaterya melon in his garden. 

—rfenry was a great lovtr of ladies^ and an extreme ad- 
mirer' of that fex ; and Mahomet, jealous of the too 
great beauty of his mittrefs, cut off her heacT himfclf in 
a full divan. And farther, if Mahomet gave in the eaft, 
a great example of jullice, in putting his own fon to 
death, for deflouriiig the daughter of the Baffa Achmet 
in a bath ; Henry gave a greater in his own perfon, in 
repairing at the head of his army, the outiag^e olTercd to 
a young girl, from whoiR he could not fear any vexa- 
tious confequenccB. 

Be furc, however, to be filent in thefe judgment^ I 
make, and fhow thyfelf difereet, if thou intended; to 
hold ary corrcfpondencc with me. 

Imitate the bees ; gather from fo many flowers pre- 
fented thee, what appears to thee the fwceteft and mofl 
proper to form Muftapha’s mind, and fupple his fpiiit 
like wax. 

I could relate to the? more things touching this Hen- 
py, h\i^ there is no ncccffity of writing all ; that thou 
mayelt have fpace to imagine what fuch a prince might 
have done, who had re-cftablilhcd his fortune by his va- 
lour alone. * 

Let me know of thy departure | and wh4?n thou fhalt 
arrive at the place of thy retreat, forget not thy faithful 
friend Mahinut, who wiflits thou mayeft prove an happy 
tutor to the fon of a prince, and a faithful minifter of a 
wife emperor. 

Palis, i8th of the ad Moon, of the Year 1639. 
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BOOK III. ^ 

LETTER I . — To Muslu Rtis Effendi^ 'Ptmct^al 
Secritary of the Ottoman Empire ^ 

Scarce had I fiuifhcd*my later to Egri Boynou, when 
news came fiom the coaft of Provence, of fo extraordi- 
nary and fcandaloits an event, that I cannot but inform 
thee, who art a wife and experienced perfon, of it ; and 
becaufe I would have thee fet i^ down in the facred re- 
gillcr-books of the empire of which thoU haft the cbaige. 

AiTam BaiTa, a corfkry of Algiers, died at the age of 
forty years i the relation of whofe death was attended 
with fuch horrid circumftances, that even the enemies of 
the Alcoran do deteft them. 

It is (aid, that being fenfible he was near his end, he 
caufed two young Chriftian flaves to be ftrangled, who 
were nobly defeended, and for whofe ranfom great fums 
of money might have been expedlcd, without alleging 
any reafbn for his ciuelty ; nay, after he had cofifefled 
he had no caufe of complaint againft them, having ob* 
ferved from certain tokens in their countenances that 
they were of a fweet difpoiition and inclitied by nature 
to be faithfuL When he was laying out, thcfc was 
found a kind of fine Icarf about him, with thefe words 
embroidered on it in letters of gold ; ** Afiam BaiTa will 
have the handfomeft of bis flaves to be buried alive with 
him, being defirous of good company in his voyage into 
the o^her world.^' 

The report of fo terrible an adventure, has increafed 
the hatred of the Frendi againft us, and that in fo ex 
ceffive a mapner, that I am foFced to keep myfetf con- 
cealed, left I (hould by my zeal difeover myfeli^ being 
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not able to endure the blafphemies of our enemita. There 
is no Aueftion but this cruel monfter is kept by the black 
an^j ls in the other world. 

God grant that fo horrid a crime may not corrupt the 
reft of Afric. Howeveri may I be fo free as to coiinfel 
you ; let the body of this impious wretch A (Tarn be dug 
up and burnt* and his afhes thrown into the fea* to drown 
the memory of him. 

Mahmut falutes thee from the town of the univerfei 
the fulleft of noife ; and wiAies thee at Conftantinople, 
or wherever elfe thou art« a long fequel of happy years* 
and after death the enjoyment of the blifs of our hun- 
dred twenty-four tboufand prophets.** « 

Pans, i8th of the 3d Moon» of the Year 1639. 


IL— 7b the Invincible V itihK Azem* at the Camp under 
Babylon* 

Before 1 give thee an account* great and magnanimous 
Vificr, of whatever I have done to fatisfy the curiofity 
of Cardinal Richlieu* I am obliged to tell thee how I 
fpend my leifure hours* * 

It is inypoifible 1 ihould obferve exadUy the motions of 
this court* without following it* and holding a corre- 
fpondence with ^people of all forts* as tradefmen* fol- 
diers* fcholars* feamen* politicians* and even muheians. 

The court confifts of all thefe profelRonSf and there 
are fome particular perfons who are mafters of all thefe 
fciences, of which number is Cardinal Richlieu. He is 
content with this his knowledge* but feeks ftill for 
farther ISght in the commcrce^of all peribnB^of merit whb 
arrive he& ; negleding nothing which may enrich this 
kingdom Vilh new difeoveries in arts and fciences* out of 
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love to his country, and dcfirc to render his xniniftry more 
famous. 

Thou feeft by this, invincible BaiTa, that to kecp'^om- 
pany with courtiers, who have fo many different qualities, 
a man muff have fome for his fhare, that he may fay 
fome thing in his turn, and not be always a bare hearer of 
other people’s difcourfe. 

For this purpofe) the particular Itudy to whicl^ 1 ap* 
plied myfelf whilft I was a flave in Sicily, does much 
help me, t}iough not fulRciently. It was books 1 read 
in this ifland, not men. Now, knowing my bufinefs re- 
quired much diiSmulation, an awakened mindf and efpe- 
cially pinidenccy eloquence, and learniiig» to fpeak pro- 
perly on occahons ; great reading, to obtain the know- 
ledge of ancient and modern things ; a refined policy, 
to difcpver or conceal one’s fclf, and to counterfeit fome- 
times a mighty honell man : Nothing, I fay, appeared 
to me more conducing to this^purpofe, than the turning 
over hlftories ; and therefore I have earneflly applied my- 
felf to this work. ^ And becaiife few books are not fiif- 
heient) and a great many breed confufion, 1 have happily 
got admillion into the acquaintance of an ancient" learned 
man, whofe ftudy confifts of none but choice books, and 
has travelled over moll parts of the woild ; not like A- 
pollonius, to learn the language of birds and beafts ; but 
to know the culloms, Jaws, virtues, and defeAs of na- 
tions. I was firft for informing myfelf of all the pro- 
digies which tiie God of the Jews had donp in favour of 
that ungrateful people. 1 afterwards inquired into the 
and doArine of the Mellias^ wliom ^be Chriftians 
worlhip. I alfo looked into w^at had con- 

ftderable at Athens and Spaita, Thebf::^, Rome and Car^ 
thage, and .carefully^ remarked what divinities wej{^ adojjp , 
ed in thofe fo famous places, and found that ^e, great 
philofophers and captains, who made fuch a nofee about 
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their religions, had at bottom none at all. Having rua 
over what the Chriftlans call the Old and Ncw^ Tefta- 
men^^ the hiflories of Jofephus, Xenophon, Polybius, 
'TLucydides, Livius and Tacitus, my greatcll application 
has been, and lhall be for the future, to read and medi- 
tate on the works of the great Plutarch, especially his 
lives of illuftrious Greeks and Rii^mans, related by him 
with fo great cxa^lncfs. And thus far have I arrived in 
this fhort fpace, and here I have Hopped. I have learn- 
ed by the reading of Plutarch, to amufe thp Cardinal 
Richlieu ; to whom I offered myfelf two days ago, and 
have put into his^hands the following difeourfe, made af- 
ter manner of Chriftians, and have Hi ipped myfelf, 
if a man may fo fpeak, of the manner and llyle of the 
Turks, as I have done of their habits, the better to dif- 
guife Titus, the faithful Have of the great Amurath. 

** Great CardkuiU mqft fage Mlntfler of the Greatejl 
of Chriflian Kings, 

‘‘ Titus of Moldavia is come to wait on you, accord- 
ing to your commands, not to entertain you with the 
riches of Aha, nor in what manner, by the wifdom of 
your counfels, and forces of the king your fovereign, 
you may dtltroy the mighty Tuikifh empire, of whom 
you have no reafon to Complain ; but, to tell you what 
feems molt agreeable to the greatnefs of your genius. 
Know then, fage moderator of the French monarch, 
that I fliair not '■offer any thing which mfty make you 
hate me, and repent of believing me, feeing what I pro- 
pofe is an cafy enterprife, and full of glory. Thy I^ing 
has a fon, who will one^day inherit the greatnefs and au- 
ttljgrlty of his fiuiidr ; ybu know not the temper and dif- 
poiltioils which thi^*heir may have, being as yet fo much 
a child/ ii^at a nian' cantfCt gather any thing certain of 
3 



i68 WittrCKtr iftT Vol.t* 

|3i!» iBmttcr, But a prince that had been fo long looked 
i^qttkres extraordinaiy defigna to be laid for him) 
fitttt preparations made betimes to raife a pi^e 
liull aaajr be wmthjp to entertaiii him. I would ptopofe 
to^oua palace 1 fa)s of miraculous architefbare, the 
idee was never &c9f or imagined, and which you may 
with your own I nm^s rear up in Paris; which muft be 
of a {qttmre fot^' oomem (hall regard Europe, 
A&^ A&ica, andlAmeri^i and whofe richnefs ihall diaw 
aft'hAtkmstoitk YpusvlBuoi; n^^Lone, fand, wool, 
for this work. The which you fhall 

tn^oy ikaDi hare tho fteretjl' ink, and 

|pl|ice,^o mife this edifice, »widch (hatt^df a more laft- 
^ll|ip4iWnneohthan the pantheon of Ajgrippa, and where- 
of at temple of jStdomoiH tlil^ire Ihoidd be no 

noifetifimaimers. “ < * 

Tji^i^ not, wile imnlfter, they are clumeras which 
Titna head. Hea^^^en the defign of this 

sni^dltM palaee, ^ofe found^iib are already laid by 
Hotimli* with rnmri^ more practO^ than gold c/r ru- 
bies* Thou knoweft the happjn^a thb pMofopberhad, 
of rendering imtnoitri the a^it^ of lb mafi^ghrat mefi, 
of whoipf perhaps, there migU have Mm ii6"^vnedioii, 
had Plutat^ htn Men now re- 

mote 

of treok ihs- ^v«Mf Pm- 

pey, aii4 Xoiaees. Atrtot^ft |i{il of de- 

fart parts ofJUrdbia, and nnongft^ln! 4it^>fes'Wfao dwdil 
at Medina, ate fowtd \tiftten the* 

hifiaTies of Ndtna. AtiftidtS, ancTjIB- 

pSttinondas. ^lie S^lpistds Iww ten- 
dered this Vamo^ t\>< 

thefe 

into their bf*dh^Olwki Cad Pi- 
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mans, ihcy have ordered (if I miftake not) that etety 
five ) ears new copies be made^ to the end they may be 
eternally preferved. I have feen rnyfclf at Coiiftantln- 
upk above an hundred volumes in jSlken paper, where^ 
In the works of this famous Greek are read with venem- 
tioaby the greatdft. captains, lawyers, and divifies; and 
thefe woiks are enriched with moft curious notes iti A- 
Vabic, in Perfian, and the Tnddfii language, by the 
exprefs orders of the fultans, who make them be pre^ 
ferved as illuftnous monuments of the aacieiit*Gredt elo* 
quence. You are not ignorant of the efteem which So* 
lyinan the Greatfi^liad of Pompey, Casfar, Pyrrhus, and 
Alexander ; and tibat he never undertook any military 
enterprife till he had confulted thefe great mailers iu 
the ari of war $ being wont to lay, He knew not wlic- 
vher Alexander or rynbus had (bowed more valour in 
engagements, than Plutarch had (howed wit and judg- 
ment in defetibing them*. But in a voyage I made into 
Germany# what did not an old rabbin teU me, in (bow- 
ing me the lives of Illuftrious men of this incomparable 
author tranflcitcd into Ilel^rcw, which he cairied ever a- 
bout with him ? He ahured me, that the curioua of hiS 
religion &t fuch a value On them, that there are above 
,ten thouland manulcript copies difperfed in the 
gogues, both in the 'CRftern and weftern parts* 

Men,women, and children, ^now of what account 
thia famova^Author is in all our Europe* He AoiW fpeaka 
all languages ; the Eogliih, the Spaniardt, lulians, Ger- 
mans, Polandets, and Hollanders, have naturalized him 
among them* And you know very well. Sir, that lb 
this kingdom of France, the learned, not content wStk 
*jing him tranHated hitp (heir idioms they Oamihlly 
• adorn diek libraries witk tlul nothoi^^fii h£lt)Wn nattffat 
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tongue, and have co!lc6led the Latin, Italian, and Spa- 
nifli verfions of him. 

“ But it is now fixtccn hundred years fince Plutarch 
keeps filcnce ; fo many men famous for their knowledge, 
and fo many great captains who have lived fince, are un- 
known to the world, becanfe they have met witli no Plu- 
tarch to know them. And this is the (lately building 
which I offer you to fini/h who are fo great a lover of 
glory ; for God has given 3'^oii a mind, with a neceffary 
power, to finifh what Plutarch has fo profitably begun.— 
Ralfc up Immediately, by your euthorit)', on the precious 
foundation wliich this incomparable plulofopher has laid, 
the walls and roof of this vail building. Order lodg- 
ings to be made ready for all the heroes who could not 
enter into this iirll edifice, I mean thofe illuftrious dead, 
whofe lives have not been carefully colle&ed, and who 
fhould honoiu- Europe, Afia, and Africa, where they 
were bom 5 and the new world will yield you where- 
with to fill this palace with AtabaUppa’s and Montezu- 
ma’s. 

Hcieby wilt thou be the rcftorcr of thofe ruins 
which time has made ; and in raifing the llatucs of fo 
many excellent perfons in civil adminiftrations, in war, 
and in good letters, you will raife up an infinite number 
tliroughout the world, as the firft emperor of the Ro- 
mans did. It is to no purpofe to fay, there are a great 
many authors that have written fince Plutarch the adions 
of feveral great commanders, kings, and gpreat minillers, 
whole virtues wxre eminently' confpicuous both in peace 
andsivar. I hope I fhall not give juft offence in faying, that 
ftw of thefe writers have obferved Plutarch’s excellent 
method; for either they appear obfeure, by reafon^f 
their great concifenefs, or the faSs are ordinarJiy con* • 
founded in general hiftories, or written by int^efted or 
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paffionate pens, who difguife4Jie truth, and impofc fabu- 
lous .relations on the world. For a proof of this, be 
pleafed to examine particular events related in the lives of 
Francis I. king of France, and of the Emperor Chai lea V. 
and you will find there aie thofe who^ffurc us, that 
Charles died a faint ; and that fcarcely was he expired 
vdien “ flower-de-luces were feen to fpring up in his 
'chamber, which yielded a moft admirable feent whilfl: 
others affirm, that this hero died an heretic by the affift- 
ance of his confeflbr, who had embraced the Lutheran doc- 
trine. And how many rsmances are made of Francis I. ? 
Has it not been faid, that he fought a duel with this em- 
peror ; and that this prince, paffing through France, the 
king, by a motive of generofity (beyond any precedent) 
oifered him his kingdom ? That Chailcs had one day 
fat on Francis throne, and condemned a malefador, and 
afterwards reprieved him, as a mark of his authority ? 
And has it not been moreover faid, that Francis took 
Chailes in a battle ? How many falfe relations have 
been made of Andrew Doria, and Barbarofla, two fa- 
mous fea captains, the one a Chrifiian, and the other 
a mufTulman, and both of them chief admirals of two 
mighty Emperors, Charles V. and Solyman ? Has it 
not been confidently affirmed, that Barbarofla, being in 
the Archipelago, gave a vifit, in the difguife of a monk, 
to Doria I That in an ifland where this interview was 
made, they had fworn, one on tlie gofpel, the other on 
the Alcoran, to Itelp one another to coiiferve their au- 
thority, which their Employs gave them, at fea ; and to 
make themfclvcs more neceflary to their fovereigns,«they 
were always to avoid a decifive combat, that they might 
ruin one another ? That they had moreover both 
•figne^this treaty with their own blood ? Has there not 

been a^)ded to this fable, that the Turkifli admiral feat 

*• 
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to Doiia a Moor, who p^gtcnded to be a fugitive from 
the Ottoman army, and wore two pcails of an ineftimablc 
juice in his ears ; and that in exchange Ddria had affured 
Barbaroffa not to intenupt him whenever he pleafed to 
invade any of the coafts of Italy ? 

It is time, that under thy aufpicioiis conduct, the lives 
of great perfonages be cleared from thofe falfe relations 
which corrupt them, and be orderly inferted into tire 
books of the mod excellent Plutarch, with fuch a kind 
of title, 

“ Here is the reft of the Rives of IHuftrious Men, 
« from the Emperor Trajan to Lewis the Juft, of thofe 
“ that have excelled in Arms, Learning, Affairs of State, 
“ and of thofe who have held the firft Rank in the 
Church in all Parts of the World ; and thefe Hifto- 
ries have been colkAed by a College of the learnedeft 
“ Men in Europe, confifting of Spaniards, Frencli, Ita- 
lians, and Germans, under the aufpicious conduft of 
his Eminency Cardinal Richlieu-'^ 

‘‘ I would have three perfons of each nation to attend 
this work, and who fhould make their abode in Paris, as 
being the principal city in France. An J I propofe Spa- 
uiai-ds, Italians, Germans, and French, as the moft poliflicd 
•nations, and who have furuiftied the world with the rroft 
able men. Now, every nation having its particular way of 
fpeaking and ading, the edifice will be -the more agree- 
able, and each archited will have greater room to <how 
his flcill. Thofe who ftiall read thefe works, will fixxl, in 
the foftnefs of the French ftylc, wherewithal to mollify 
the too fevere gravity of the Spanifti eloquence. The 
fiucerky of the Germans, ever attended with fome kind 
of drynefs, will appear without rudenefs with the flowprf^ 
and good fenfe of the Italian writers. And as all th^ worltl' ' 
will be Intel efted in this magnificent defign, fofk^e muft 
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not doubt but tbe wifeft of all thcfe ftatcs will take care in 
the choice of the fubjecls which they will propoTe. And» 
in fine, if thob wilt have the chief men in the world, 
thou needeft’ not want the fecret of raifing up Piutarchs. 
Be not wea^-y of giving marks of thy lib'CtiiHty ; for if 
thou wilt have Tituu Li\7’8, become Maecenas. 

“ It doth not belong to me to fay in what manner it 
is ncceflaiy on this occafion to feparate them of feveral 
nations, and to diftribute thefc employs : Thou art equit- 
able and prudent, fo that this work being begun, the end 
will have a fuccefs anfwefcble to^its beginning. I fhall 
only put thee in mind, that thou wilt not a little contri« 
bute to render thy immottality more glorious, if thod re- 
membered the Turks, thy fworn enemies, being perfuad- 
ed thou mayeft find amongd the Ottoman emperors^ baf- 
fas and vifiers, wdiercwithal to enrich the new Plutarch. 
Let not the greatnefs of the work difcoorage thee ; hovr 
great foever it be, thy wit and courage arc above it 5 and 
thou wilt not want ancient and modern authors to allift 
thee. Suetonius will furnifh thee with the Lives of the 
Csefars, .which may be left entire as they arc. Diogenes 
Laertius gives as good an account of many of the philo- 
fophers. You will receive advantage from the works of 
^milius Probus^ Paulus, Jovius, and feveral others, who 
have acquired immortal reputation by the books which 
they have given the public. You will find a draught al^ 
ready madte of the liifiory of two hundred and twenty- 
eight emperors, from Julius Cjcfar to Ferdinand III. and 
Ibiahim I. the one emperor of Germany, and the other 
of Tuikey ; which thou flialt caufc to be caiefully*exa- 
n lined by the coUe/^c, to clear up fuch things as arc ob- 
* a'x-Ujc, adding what is wanting, and retrenching events of 
‘ ^ich^here is no fuiScient proof, and which feem fabu- 
lous ; af^l, in a word, for drawing up particular livet 
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which are to be met with in general hiftorics, which have 
been the method of moft writers of late ages. 

** I would alfo have Plutarch’s manner followed, of 
' comparing the illufirious men of one nation with thofe of 
another \ where the difereet writer having weighed the 
reafons which make for the one and the other, pronoun* 
CCS a feiitence which docs both delight and inllrufl the 
reader. 

** The moft important inftruftion then which Can be 
given, being the feerct of knowing men perfectly, who 
feek with fo great care to hide themfelves ; the true 
means for this is the choice of matter, that the reader 
may not lofe his time, nor ftudy in vain, but gather the 
fruit which, all men of fenfe fearch for, which is, to know 
^hat is good, that they may follow it, and evil, to avoid 
it« On this ground you will be ea&ly perfuaded, there 
is greater plealure to behold the firmnefs of Scipio, who 
palTcs with one only galley to find out Siphax, than there 
is in conlidering him when he gives battle to Hannibal 
in the plains of Rama. We arc more edified in feeing 
this young general a conqueror, and yet fo continent, as 
to (end the fined woman In the world, who was his prl- 
foner, to Lucius the Spanifh prince, her Kufband, with- 
puji ,tduching her, than in the relation of an hundred 
fieges of places, where the effects which the feldiers fury 
produces hunger and third, and the effufion of humlin 
blood yields horror inftend of diverfion. In like man- 
ner^ Sir, you will acknowledge, that a prince or cap- 
tain will be more inftrufted by feeing Francis, who liv- 
ed Kke a king, though in prifon af Madrid, who carefTes 
and recompences learned men all the w^orld over' ; and in 
feeing Fabriclusi who refufes and defpifes the prea^cfc' 
honours which are offered him, with htimenfe riches, adS * 
who fnatches away the poifon from the moul^ of the 
greateft enemy of^ the Roman people, than all com* 
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bats and moll bloody battles fought by Pyrrhus, Charles 
V. and the great Tamerlane. 

“ I have made you this long difeourfe as a mark of 
my obedience ; and Titus of Moldavia, at the feet of 
your eminency, fupplicates you to qonfi^V} that when 
by your negotiations, counfcls and armies which receive 
your orders, you lhall have added new kingdoms to that 
wluch your mailer holds ; when, for the benefit of trade 
and navigation, you lhall have joined all the fcas toge- 
ther ; and when, in a word, you lhall raife bridges in Pa- 
ris, pyramids with more^ palaces than were built by the 
Cxfars, and all the kings of Egypt ; theft piles will 
not be immortal, but fubjcdl to the injuries of ti^me : 
Whereas, on the contrary, if you fend for the twelve ar- 
cliitedls which 1 mentioned, to raife the llately palace 
aforecited, all the world will blefs the name of Armand 
Cardinal de Richlieu, rellorcr of the repdbUc of learning 
almolt ruined j and who, like another Archimedes, hath 
kaown by the examples of the virtue of illuftrious men,* 
fnatched away by death out of the world, to combat and 
deftroy the vices and ignorances of the living.*' 

If thou approveft not, magnanimous Vificr, what I of- 
fered tp the^^ing of France's minifter, puixifh me not for 
a fault W'hich was iiot'^eligned, having, on the contrary, 
imagined to do thee a very agreeable piece of fcrvice.' 1 
thought I could not take a better courfe to conceal th^ 
Have Mahmut, and to divert this cardinal from fome pro- 
jcdls, which I am informed he dcligns againll the Turk- 
ifli empire. Should he undertake the great work I f^t 
before him, thou feeft the fultans will have fume fliare In 

and he will, I lay again, have by this means, not' to 
•Bientitin any thing clft, his bands fo full of bufinefs, that 
he will j^ot have the Icaft time or ability to moleft us. 
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I fupplicate thee, proflrate at thy feet, to call to mind 
the general difiike of what happened to Athens, when it 
was facked and taken, fuch prodigious numbers of books 
being burnt in all arts and fcienccs, which had been a 
collefting fcveral ages, and preferved with fuch great 
care ; and fo much the more, inaCmuch as one may be 
affured there is nothing to be feared from thofe that make 
learning their whole bufinefs, who are always averfe to 
war, as finding their reckoning only in the tranquillity of 
a well eftablifhed peace. 

Thou (halt receive, by the firfl: opportunity, whatever 
I can difeover of importance for thee to know, either 
for the good of the empire, in vrhlch thou holdeft fo 
great a rank, or to fatisfy thy curiofity, provided the 
froftfl hinder not the paflage of couriers, as they will af* 
furedly retard the progrefs of the armies^ which are con* 
ftrained to lie fiill during this rigorous feafon* 

Ood give tliec an entire viftory over the cncimes of 
the mighty Amurath, and make thee the conqueror of 
all nations. 

Paris, 28th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1639. 


Ill,*— 7 </ Lubano Abufei-Saad, an Egyptian Knight. 

The king, fomc days ago, was prefent at a ball where 
there was a great number ^of perfons of quality of both 
fexes. Cardinal Richlieii, who never lofes the fight of 
this prince, was there alfo. It was obferved^ that at the 
cud of this divertifement, the cardinal would have gone 
out before every body, but dared not, and indeed could 
not get through the crowd, which made him fd imp^,. 
tient, as was remarked by iJJ, even the king Mmfclfr 
who taking him a little a-part, very ferioufly bid ^^im pafs 


Book III. 


A ?PT AT PARIS. VJf 

on, feeing he was maftcr. Now, what did this miniiler 
do in this adonidiincnt, but anfwer nothing ? And tak- 
ing a flambeau out of the liaiid of one of the pages, he 
carried it himfclf before the king, with a countenance 
that fhowed neither defpite nor confufion. Thofe that 
took notice of the name of mailer, which the king had 
given him, interpreted it in his favour ; and there were 
them who thought, that in abafing himfclf fo low, he 
plainly fhowed the defign he had of railing himfclf the 
higher ; however, every one thereon fpake what he 
thought moft proper. 

I give thee an accoflnt of this paflage, remembering 
what thou didil in the prefence of thy mailer, throwing 
thyfclf out at a window, to take up a little note which 
Ainurath by chance had let fall y which action of thine, 
being known in this country, this adlion of the cardinal 
was compared with it ; yet with tliis difference, that the 
cardinal, without nfmg from the ground, has made a 
greater leap than thou. God preferve thee from falling 
into a precipice, if thou bceft fool enough to leap a fe- 
cond time.. 

Paris’ aSth of the 3d Moon, of the Year 163;. 


IV.— 7a Mehemet, Page^Eunuch, 

Thou haft recovered from a great ficknefs, and I ck- 
pe£l one. I have had for fome days a faintnefs, wdiich 
does extremely deprefs me ; but by the grace of God, I 
jiccd not yetjjthc pbyllcian. The letter which 1 received , 
from thee this moon, has given me fome eafe in Toy in- 
dlfpofition, which is no new thing with me, being necef« 
to live fo far from my friends, country, yea, and 
religion too. And tlmugh it may feem difScult to be 
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falnt» in patting one’s days in a profane place^ yet thinkr 
not my piety grows lukewatm, or my friendihlp 'dimi- 
nifhed 5 feeing I have made a mofqiie of rtiy heart,* where 
friends are ever prefent. Be then perfuaded, it is iinpof* 
fible for Mahmiit to become unfaithful, arid lofe* the af- 
fcAion he has for his friends ; for he hever ceafes'to 1ot« 
where he has once begun. It is true, indeed, that I call 
myfelf Titus at prefent, and am clothed in an odd fort 
of drefs ; yet this is no hln'dcrance of my affeftion to 
my religion, my country, and my friends. 

The ancient Greeks have written a grv*at deal aboutr 
friendfhip, and the duties of a friend : But tlicre remains 
ftlll behind more than wdiat they have faid, as there re- 
mains more to do than they have done. The word, 
friend,' is a common name, and appropriated By moft 
people ; but wliere wOt thou find a man that gives proofs 
of a ti*ue atid unfeigned friendfhip ? 1 think I am no hy- 
pocrite ; be thou as true to me at Confiantinople, and in- 
form me what pafTes in the feragllo, and how it goes 
with our friends and relations in all parts# 

I (hall give thee no account of the tranfadions of the 
infidels, amongll whom I live, being tired with writing 
them to the Grand Vifier and the Kaimacham. Imitate 
me not herein, for thou aboundefi with leifuire i kt me 
then hear from thee every moon. 

1 have had feveral fits of laughter, at the pleafiint 
adventure of the chambermaid to the old Have, with the 
eunuch Mclech Aubi# Bleilings on the heart of Maho- 
met : I believe the holy Prophet will laugh htmfcif in his 
paradife, when the angel his melfeiliger, who lirings him 
news 'from this world, fliall give him an account of what 
thefc two perfons have ridiculoufly done in honour of him. 
Could there ever be a grater fim|ilidty, than tjr‘ eS^ 
every night ar vcrficlc of the Alcoran, written on^ piece 
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•f China fatin i Whence did this eunuch, thy comrade^ 
learn this Itrange fuperftition ; and by what fpirit did he 
authorife that of this Have, in taking the pains to write 
thcfe verficles with his own hand ? And when could they 
imagine both of them they fhould make an end of this 
featt, feeing the whole Alcoran could notHe eaten in lefs 
than fix thoufand forty-three days, the book containing 
fo many verlkles ? Pray let me know what is done to 
them. I'hey deferve not, m.my poor judgment, an over- 
rigorous puniflimcnt, their crime being only a ridiculous 
devotion. The great and venerable mufti will foon de- 
cide the bufincfsj yet B would fain kiiovv the manner. 

I (ball now impas^ to theq an account of a vifit which 
I (gave a fulitary in my travels into Germany, who fpent 
his days far from the commerce of the world, in a little 
Bermi^ogc^ about, fifteen miles diftance from Vienna* 
Tj^'s^ who is now, very old, has pafled forty years 
of hifl life in great aufterity, doing every thing our fa- 
mous S^ntons are c^U^j^rated for ; and thou flialt know 
what moved him this fevere penance, and to retire 
after this i^anner. It is faid, that ir\ his youth, having 
been Uireatened for fpme i^jfde meaner with imprifon- 
ment, be hid himfelf in the houfe of a faithful friend, 
lying in a barrel covered over with ftraw, where was 
brought him privately his diet. Whilft he thus lay con- 
ip the veflel> a certain perfon went up into the 
garret, his prifon, with his hod’s lider ; when thefe twp 
perfons , thinking themfelves alone,^ came to fuch famih- 
^ities as much icandalized this new Diogenes, who faw 
all that palTe^ through the crevices of his tub ; and be- 
ing not able to contain his refentments, he thus paffion- 
ately brake out, << God fees you, you wretches, and man 
In a word, his^/ndignfition was fo great, that the 
*1ia2b or' 1 )arrel was.overthroyvn ; with the noife of which^ 

^ H 6 
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and his fcrambling up, the two lovers were fo affrighted, 
that the gallant for hafte broke his neck down ftairs, and 
the nymph lay dead in a fwoon on the plac^. This 
ftrange furprife to all, efpccially the fight of fo filthy 
and tragical a fpedacle, fo aire6i:ed this young man, as 
made him retire from the world into' the folitude where 
he now remains. He lives only on bread and water ; 
and the averfion which he has conceived on this occafion 
to women is fo great, that there is none dares appear 
before him. There were two who had the curiofity of 
feeing this hermit, in men's clothes, but they foon re- 
pented of their vilit ; for this folitary, full of rage and 
indignation, thus welcomed them, “ Gtt you gone, you 
demons, fallen from heaven for man's definition ; I 
know very well what you are, and cannot behold you 
without horror.*' He makes excellent exhortations to 
young men who vilit him ; and having (howed them the 
care they ought to take to live with purity, and rule 
their pafQons, to which corrupt nature renders them fub- 
jet, he alfo exhorts them to hold a glafs before their 
faces, when feized with anger, or when carried forth to 
the commillion of any brutilh or unfeemly ation. 

My letter is longer than I intended ; receive, as a mark 
of tpy friendlhip, the long time I have enteitained my- 
felf with thee, when I thought at firfi to fpeak all in 
two words. Give thl^ letter, direted to thee, into Zc- 
lim’s own hands ; it contains things which concern his 
life. As to what remains, love ever thy faithful Mah« 
mut, whilft I lhall pray the fovcrcign of the greateft 
monarchs, as well as other men, that he would, after this 
life, give us eternal felicity, and the grace to appear in- 
nocent before his dreadful tribunal, at which all men 
fhall be judged. 

Farit, of the 3d Mood, of the Year 1^39. 
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V . — To Zelim 0/ Rhodes^ Captain of a G alley » 

[Mehe^met, page of the feragUo, will deliver, or caufc 
to be delivered to thee, this letter, which Is written to 
thee by Mahxnut, flave and faithful niiniiter of the great 
Sultan, the invincible and happy Amurath, w'no com- 
mands me to ferve him in thefe parrs. There is no nc- 
ceffity of my fending thee the pi£lare of a man who fets 
forth from Leghorn for Conftantinople with a dtfign to 
kill thee. Thou mayeft eafily know him, feeing he has 
been fix years a flave in thy galley. Adonai the Jew 
fent me this advice from Genoa, fo important for thy 
life ; adding, he fet out with his brother, being refolved 
to periih, or be revenged of a great injury thou hafl. 
done him. 

He has filled Italy with difeourfes of thy cruelties. 
He affirms, that having tried all ways to make him a 
Turk, feeing neither prefents nor promifes could per- 
fuade him, thou haft made him fufTef the mod cruel tor- 
ments a man can undergo ; and that being laid faft a- 
fleep, by a potion which thou caufedft him to take, thou 
haft made him be caftrated. The weapons he bears to 
rid himfelf of thee will ftrike thee without itoife, fo 
that thuu needed be much on thy guard. He hides that 
which is to do thy bufinefs in a little prayer-book. Re- 
venge, which does ufually make men induftrious, lias put 
him upon concealing in this manual, a little poifoted 
fteel dart, which is enclofed with fuch great art in the 
leather that covers it, that It is fhot thence as from a 
bow, and ftri^es with fuch violence and fwiftnefs, that 
the ftroke cannot be avoided, nor fcarcely felt by hftn that 
receives it, it caufing not one drop of blood to follow, 
%)i«ivound tobefecn; fo delicately tempered is the mortal 
weapqn, that the man does unavoidably die whom it hits. 
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I do not doubt but tliis revengeful fpirit will cunning* 
ly conceal himfelF, fo that it will be hard to difeover 
him. But having had this advice, it belongs to thee to 
take care of thyfelf ; and in the mean time, corre6t this 
cruel and fevere temper of thine» Thou commanded a 
galley manned with Haves, who live at thy clmrge ; thou 
reckon eR amongft thy riches three hundred ChrilUans, 
who drefs thy gardens, and ferve thee at fea ; and thou 
haft never remembered, they are men which may fave or 
take away thy life ; and that ranging the feas as thou 
doft, it is poilible thou mayeft meet with the fame for- 
tune, and be made a Have thylelf! Thou haft never con* 
fidered, that death is mure fupportable than Havery ; and 
that thofe tliat defpife their own lives, are mailers of 
tliine. God preferve thee, and Incline thine heart to ufe 
gently thy Haves, who are fo ufeful to theei Follow my, 
advice ; thou haft thi ce hundred enemies in thy houfe, 
do what in thee lies to gain their love. Learn this of a 
famous Roman, who made his Haves, born in bis houfe> 
to be nurfed with the fame milk his children were. If 
thou art not for fuch an indulgence, at leaft ceafe to be 
cruel, otherwife thou wilt be more a Have than thofe 
tliat ferve thee. If thou wilt not fpare thefe people in 
love to them, pity their condition, and fpare them in love 
to thylelf ; whereby thou wilt live in fo great tranquillxcy 
as cannot be imagined. The holy Prophet guard thee 
from the danger threatened thee, and deftjroy this 
Chriilian who would .aiTalfinate thee. 

Paris, aSth of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1539* 
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VL — To tK Invmulle Visi£.r_Azei«, at tht Camp l^ore 
kalyhn. 

fiiFRE are various difcourfes here of the Cv<ind Seig* 
nior’s wailike prepafations; and it is common for people to 
confound here, the ancient Babylon with Sufa and Bag- 
dad ; but this is no great matter. It is certain all the 
infidels wiflies are in thy favour ; for they defire to fee 
thee conqutror, not only of Babylon, but all the cafl: ; 
that Amurath may be the longer in his return to Greece, 
and choofe a place far difiant from the feat of his em- 
pTc. It is difeourfed in this court, as if the invincible 
fultan canies along with him ‘to this war, four hundred 
thoufand foot, an hundred and fifty thoufand horfe, and 
two hundred bafTa’s ; and moreover, twelve princes tn- 
buiary to the Porte. It is alfo faid Bagdad is a place 
not to be won by force \ that a river, the fwifteil in the 
world, runs through the midft of it ; and that the place 
has an hundred gates of brafs, and its walls, which are 
very high, be defended by three hundred pieces of can- 
non ; that the Perfian forces are great enough to tire out 
the Ottoman army, and that the example of Cha Ab- 
bas, father to the Sophy who now reigns over the Per- 
fians, will increafe their valour and obftinacy, to fuffer 
the greatefk extremities, rather than to think of a fur- 
render. The rafli refolution of this King Abbas, in the 
lall fiege of this great city, is fo crled^ up and magnifil^d 
here, that fcarce is there any room left for t)ic praifes of 
Amurath. This prince’s palling and repalllng more than 
once in a bark, in the fight of two hundred thoufand 
Turks, to advertife, in perfon, the befieged of the con- 
^ dition of affairs, and to give them a frefii courage, alTur^ 
them, they fhould be foon fuccoured, and having a^t 
the fame time about him wherewith to hinder him from 
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falling alive or dead into the hands of his enemies, was 
«n aftlon which they think is above all eulogiums, and 
appears to them greater than llory could ever parallel. 
It is faid, that this king carried in his bark two gnat 
ilones faftentd to one and the fame cord, to put them on 
his neck to fink himfelf into the river, which was of an 
unfathomable depth, in cafe he wac difeovered. To which 
they add, that Amurath, who can never have his fill of 
Hood, will recompenfe thy ferviccs in the fame manner 
he did thy predeceflbr's. 

Thefe infidels hold, moreover, other difcourfcs which 
are very impertinent, confoimding fuch tilings as are .true 
with falfe ; as they do the jufllce and libcruliiy of the 
generous and ever invincible fultan, vrith the cruelty and 
avarice wherewith they lep^oach him. It is faid like- 
wlfe, that the fcquins which he diftributed the day where- 
on he was proclaimed emperor, , were not by one half 
of the value which w^as fet upon them ; That he caufed 
Mehemet, Baffa of Cairo, to be ftrangled, for no other 
reafon, but to become mafter of hla wealth. It is far- 
ther^added, that this prince having had advice that a 
galley was taken, having feventy-five confiderablc^olficeis 
belonging to the Porte on board, whilft he was diverting 
himfelf in a pleafure-houfc, at the entrance into Afia, he 
(aid,' by way of jell, Lwt's drink the health of thefe 
ftout blades.” It is, moreover, faid, that having given 
his word, and promifed a fecure pafTjge to the brave 
Facardine, an Arabian prince, he caufed him to be^ 
(tabbed in a tboufand places in his figlit. But what do not 
they fay of his deftroying the mufti, and Cyril the Greek 
patriarch ? In fine, thejy fet forth Amurath as a faerfle- 
gious wretqhj^ that defpifes his own religion, an heretic, 
and enemy to our holy Proj^het. They relate the paul- 
cuktrs of Cyril’s death,, which makes me doubt there be 
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traitors at the Porte, who advcrtife the infidels of the 
mod fecret matters which pafs there. Some fay his elo- 
quence rendered him fufpedied to Amurath ; and that he 
fald thefe words, when he w’os led to the Caftle of Se- 
ven Towers, “ Could I fpeak but once to our great em- 
peror, he would be forced to love me, or repent*.** And 
it is faid, that having voyaged into England, he had 
learned magic there. Many people believed, he would 
introduce novelties in religion ; and, for this end, held 
ftrift correfpondenccs with the Latinized monks ; and it 
is known here, that, w^^en his fcntcnce wtis pronounced, 
he faid, “ He would rifc again to torment the emperor, 
and perplex his affairs.” The French having blamed 
what I now mentioned, do extremely praife the modera- 
tion of Amurath, when he took the Perfian fpy, who 
(lid into Ills camp in Turkifh habit, and crowded amongft 
the true faithful ; for be careffed him, and fent him back 
^ith rich prefents. They alfo admire the patience of this 
prince, in only condemning to the galfeys the thirty In* 
dian pilgrims, who occafioned his fall from Ins horfe in 
the capital city of his kingdom ; for tlie horfe was af- 
frighted at the apparel of thefe men, and ihe ftrangc fi- 
gure they made, when they threw thcmfclvcs on the 
ground to beg money of him ; but they at tlie fame, time 
charge this emperor with brutifhnefs, for killing with his 
own hand immediately the horfe that threw him down. 

The difeourfes of this nature, however injurious they 
arc, be not of great importance. But, if I be not mif- 
taken, there is fomething carrying on againft us with tlic 
republic of Venice. J obferve its ainbaffador, Cnee the 
lofs we have had of fifteen galleys at Valentia, Las fre- 
cpjent and fccret conferences nnth the King and Cardinal 
Oe Tychlicu. As it is not doubted but that the Ottoman 
empire will be revenged for fo deep aA injury, fo it u alfc 
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judged that the Venetians wiQ ufe their utmoft endea* 
vours to unite into a confederacy the Chriftian princes ; 
and it is to be feared, left they take the time when the 
emperor is employed in the fiege of Babylon to form 
fomc enterprife, or put themfclves into a condition where- 
in they cannot be attacked. 1 ihall carefully obferve all 
the motions of the Venetian ambaflador ; and, if need 
requires, difpatch an exprefs meffenger to the Kaima* 
cham. I adore thy grandeur^ buried in the duft of tliy 
feet. 

Faris, xoth of the 4th Moon, of the^ Year 1639. 


. VIL— 7i> /ie yhme. 

7 HI courier not parting till the morrow, I make ufe of 
this (hort tinoe to write again to thee. Brifac, as I have 
already given advice, was taken by the forces of France 
and Swedeland; and the Duke of Weymar, who com- 
mands the army, bx^gs, that being become mafter of this 
place, which has always been befteged in vain, he fhall 
take feveral others, there being none which henceforward 
can refill him. 

The Marcfchal de Bannier, one of the generals of the 
Swe^*fh armies, wearied out the Imperialiib in Pomera^ 
nia with continual alaims. He took Grata, a confider- 
able place, and has beaten Galas, one of the Emperor of 
Germany’s generals i but Fortune having changed her, 
countenance, has favoured the emperor againft the troops 
of the Palatine, who is taken prifoner, with Prince Ru- 
pert hi 3 brother, having been like to be drowned in the 
river of Wczer, whcrcinto he was drawn in his coach by, 
his horfes, who took fright at the noife of the cstnjfi/n: 
vand tbefc unfortunate princes have loft on this occafion^ 
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with their liberty, whatever was moft precious to them. 
The Swedes have, in the mean time, increafed their 
ftrength by the conjunction of new troops ; They make 
frequent incurfions on the Imperialifts ; and it is thought^ 
this war will laft a confiderable time, by the j^reat prepa- 
rations which are made on all hands, and erpecially by 
the French, to whom it feems important that it fliould 
not end fpeedily. 

There is news from Italy, that a difcovcry has been 
made in Piedmont of new cabals of the princes of the 
Houfe of Savoy, who ^efigned to put by the dutchefs 
from her regency, and make thcmfelves mafters of the 
government during the minority of the young duke. 
There is a cardinal of this name, an ambitious man, a 
*great lover of war, and given to liberality. He would 
fain have the chief (hare in the government, and be mailer 
of his nephew’s fortune. This cardinal lay concealed in 
the Hate of Genoa, being clothed in an habit little be- 
coming his charafler, and whence be fent his orders for 
the execution of whatever he had coneei ted with his par- 
tizans j but the confpiracy got wind, and proved a- bloody 
tragedy to his accomplices. It i^ fald, that this prince 
having twice difguifed hlmfclf in the habit of a peafant, 
had entered with a bag of fruit on his back Into one of 
the moft conlidcrable towns in Piedmont, to give by his 
prefence more heat to his party ; and that, with a great- 
er boldnefs, he had entered into Turin in the habit of a 
capuchin, with a long thick beard, and abode there two 
days ; not with delign of ridding bimfelf of the prince, 
or his mother, but to become maftcr both of the one and 
the other, to govern the date alone. But the confpiracy 
]|^ving been difeovered, and the ;accompliccs feized, four- 
fcorc% of them were put to death by the common hang- 
man f and be cfcaped by a new ftratagem. A fecretary 
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of ftatc of Savoy is to be reckoned amongft this number. 
Another cardinal, who commands the army of France, 
fent to the alSflance of the Duke and Dutchefs, had alfo 
put to death the governor of Cazal, accufed of treafon, 
though he was not fully conviAed of it. 

It is written from Rome, that two ambaffadors from 
the King of Hungary, who is lately cleftcd Emperor of 
Gcimany, had made a magnificent entrance into that 
great city, clad after the Hungarian manner with vefts, 
called here a la harbarcfque ; that they had above an hun-* 
dred horfe, whofe harnefa were ^f gold and their (hoes 
of filver ; and it was efpecialiy obferved, that all the fes 
reign miniflers in that court had fent their retmue to aCi* 
company them in their entrance, that it might appear 
more magnificent ; and that thefc two ambafladors of the* 
new emperor being airived in the prefence of the Infidels 
Mufti, whom they call the Pope, they told him their 
prince would continue to render him the pbcdience which 
his Father Ferdinand, row deceafed^ paid him ; and that 
he recommended to his holinefs his perfon^ hk houfe, and 
his (late, as a new emperor, clewed by the fuifrages of 
rhe Princes Ele&ors of the Empire. 

Obferve, magnanimous vifier 1 tlic authority of this 
mufti. Thofe who arc fo audacious as to refill the miif« 
fulmans, will yet abafe themfelves at his feet, which they 
really kifs before they open their mouths to fpeak to him. 
The greateft Chriftian princes arc wont to choofe fiom 
ainongll the moft confidcrablc perfons of their (late, the 
ambafladors wliich they fend with great expence to pay 
their homage to this fupreme head of their church. 
Moreover, thefe ambaifadors of the new Cseiar have af- 
fiired the pope> as from him, that he will never ceafe 
make war with the enemies of the Chriftian faith 4 ^aod 
it is faiJ they received this anfwer ; 
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« That he ever rcfpeftcd the King of Hungary, the 
late defied emperor, as his fon, to whom he woulJ ne- 
ver be wanting in counfd, and all other ncceflar)' aifift- 
anccB ; and exhorted him to employ his vifiorious arms 
againft the enemies of the crofs ; and that, on his fide, 
he would employ the faccours of his prayers, that the 
church ihould open her treafures, by granting indulgen- 
ces ; and that he would, befide this, give fupplics of 
men and money.” 

People, who are idle, amufe themfclvcs with difeourfes 
on future events ; and thofe that confult the ftars to pe- 
netrate into what is to come, have made a marriage be- 
tween the dauphin of France, a prince born fome months 
fince, and the Infanta of Spain, lately come into the 
world. It is true, that at the moment this princefs favv 
the light, King of Spain, and the grandees of the 
kingdom, tried who fhould outdo one another in fea/l- 
ings, to folemn!:^e this birth : And the like was done in 
France for that of the dauphin, both being accompanied 
wdth extraordinary magnificence, and prodigious liberali- 
ties. 

The Catholic King has given the quafity of grandee 
to the Duke of Modena", who was godfather to the 
Infanta, and has declared him generalilOmo of the foui 
feas, with a penfion of tvpenty thoufand fequins of gold. 
He has, moreover, made magnificent prefents to the 
dutchefs his wife, efteemed at an hundred thoufand 
crowns ; and, befides, made knights of the Order of St. 
Janies, feveral gentlemen of this prince’s court. 

The Elefior of Brandenburgh has alfo given feveral 
fplendid entertamments in his houfe and Hate, for the 
marriage confuloimated with the Duke of Saxony’s fon ; 
» andT^ilfl: I am writing, I am told there is a fon born 
to the King of Hungary, now Emperor of Germany. 
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But whilft thefe rejoicings are in feveral parts of Europe, 
an unforefeen tcmpcft has mined whole countries in Ger- 
many. The damage done thereby in Franconia, and 
near Frankfort, is incredible ; and it lacked but little, 
but this fame King of Hungary, now mentioned, being 
at the hunting of a boar, had been (lain through a whirl- 
wind, which ha\dng pulled up a great oak by the roots, 
of prodigious grtatnefs, it fell fo near this prince, that 
he received fomc flight hurt by a branch of it. 

I pray Heavens, that all the wifdom of our holy Pro- 
phet, and the blefling of the Gyeat God, be always upon 
thee, and in thee, and ever augment thy ilrength and 
good fortune, to the turn of thtfe Perfian heretics, whofe 
country I hope will be fubjedted by thy fword to our 
dread emperor. 

Paris, loth of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1639. 


VIII. — To Bedredin, Superior of the Dervifes in Ihf 
Convent of Cogny^ in Uatolia. 

T Hou art happy in living long and liolily too. I can- 
not choofe but reflet with regret on thy great age, conli- 
dering how infirm I am. After fifteen days illncfs, my 
ftrength quite failed me, fo that necelfitated I was to 
look out for a phyfictan ; for 1 cannot eafily commit my- 
felf to the hands of chofe of this country, who kill fuch 
as truft them, in the fame manner as if they weie their 
enemies. When I difeourfe thefe doAors about the ftate 
of my health, they tell me I am in imminent’ danger, and 
that my cure is hazardous. In writing thus, think not 1 
rave, for I fpcak the pure truth. They will q^tamly 
kill me ibould I difeover to them under what climate I 
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was borni whereas if 1 tell them I am of Moldavia the^r 
may chance to do me good ; though that country air is 
very different from that of Arabia^ where I firft drew my 
breath. To how many miferies is the life of man fub- 
jeQ, efpecially mine, when 1 cannot fpeak the truth, 
though it be to fave my life ? Pray for me, holy dcr- 
vife ; and if you hear no more from me, believe Mahmut 
is dead. Pardon likewife the offences I have given thee, 
which yet have been againft my will. Adieu ! We (hall 
fee one another in God, with God, and in the bofom of 
God. ^ 

Paris, nth of the 5th Moon, of the Year i6;)9. 


IX.— Ti OucouMicHE, its Mother^ at Sews. 

Pardon me, my dear mother, if I write laft to thee : 
Pardon me, moreover, if I have not written to thee, to 
pay thee the marks of my duty whilft I was in my health ; 
and let me feek after thee, when, perhap';, in feeking for 
me, thou wilt no longer find me, I am ready to die. Af- 
fll£l not thyfclf if God calls me to him ; though I am a- 
mongff infidels, yet death holds his empire here as in 
other places. The w’sorft news I can tell thee is, that 
commonly thofe who defire to live longeff are fooneft ta- 
ken away ; and J am not afhemed to tell thee, I am ot^ 
of that number. I cannot willingly, as yet, leave this 
lower world. O unhappy life 1 O unwelcome death ! 
What apprehenfions have I not ! And with what terrors 
am I not Anick, fince I have lived among the Chriftians ! 
They preach againff our Alcorai^ and wc declaim agmnft 
^ theiFi/ofpel : They affirm, that Mahomet was a great 
impoftor ; and we worlhip him. They believe they only 
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know the truth ; and that they be the only faints, the 
cleft and chofen of God. What then will become of 
ufi, if we be wedded to errors, and our Alcoran be only 
a parcel of lies ? 

I have neither good nor bad news of thee, no more 
than of thy new fpouCe. God grant the merry Greek 
thou ait married to have the vices of thy fird: holband, 
my father. Thou knoweft my meaning. He called 
himfelf vicious, becaufe he hated the virtues of the vul- 
gar. ^ «. . 

1 thank thee not for my liff.; for that is what thou 
leaft tlioughteft of when thou bccameft big with me. But 
if thou expefteft fome lecumpenfe for fuckling me at ihy 
own breafts, expeft only words of thanks from a poor 
flave, who poffeffcs nothing. Love and hate all the time 
of thy life ; this li the greaiefl; mheritaucc thou canft 
expeft from a Ton who is juit «a-dying» Engrave thefe 
words in thy heart, Love ever what is hoijieft^jk and 
hate always what is contrary to it/' Thus wilhAhefe 
different palTions be fettled on tlieir proper objeft. 

If my brother Peftcli be ft ill alive, give him my Jpve 
with an innocent kifs, and a touch in the hand. Our 
great Prophet proteft and (uftain thy age with the ftaff 
of Mount Liban, and obtain for thee fium the mercy of 
the Moll Pligh, that thou mayeft cnj|>y thy fenfea to the 
laft hour of thy life. Adieu. ^ 

Paris, laih of the 5th Moon, of the year 1639. 


X.— -TI? PestRi/1 £« Brother* 

XX . . * 

Ijxlxevjmo my life is near its end, I therefore, with all 

imaginable eagernefs, write to thee, in the tbird^{4ace,^ 

although indeed thou holde||^the firft in my heart. We 
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lhall fee one another, dear Pefteli, in that worU whene 
every one receives according to his deferts. When 1 ar^ 
rived in this ^eat jtown, 1 was aftoniihed at the confu- 
fion I met there, but I received no other hurt. Although 
the weather be very inconftaht, yet the air is good, and 
provifions wbolcfome and agreeable to the taRe ; the wa- 
ter of the Seine is fweet And clear ; the men' are good 
company, and the women have done me no harm ; the 
king has not ill ufed me* Cardinal Richlieu, hk dnef 
‘mSntfter, does not hinder me from living after my own 
&fhion« Our great empe^ is not difpleafed with me, 
yet my diftemper is impetuous ; a fad faintnefs has feized 
fhy heart, and I begin to fidl into fuch a languifhing con- 
dition as makes me defpatr of health. If thou lUH con- 
ferveft’any afFeftion for me, read this letter with com- 
paffion. Forget the ffl ofiees I may have done thee ; 
and if I parted without difeovering to thee the occafion, 
give God thanks for the al^ity he has given me of fa- 
Ciffiding the teudernefs which I have for fo good a bro- 
ther to the obedience which 1 owe to the emperor’s com- 
mands. 

Our mother will falute thee as from me, in giving thee 
a kifs ; receive it as coming' fkim me. Keep thy gravi- 
ty, and be honeft in Afia as well as Europe ; and, •!£ 
thou goeft to Africa, filter iiot thyfelf to be corrupted 
by 31 examples. ' It k nnt i^hout tears I write thee 
this letter. But lament not if I die, neither rejoicj if I ^ 
efirape ; for I ihaU be^ thetvdiy no lefs mortal ; and that 
tribute Which I do iM pay tfo-day, we both fhall pay, 
with all oriierihcn, on a certam rime. Prepare to part 
witfmgiy^'} ihtdy more how thou ihalt die than how thou 
fhait^jj^ ; and if thou w^mldft live till thou ar^ oM, live 
jjp If thou wM to die when then art young. 

^lihe Great Ckrd prdertO tkae izttke perfeA Ufa of thy 
VoL L 
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underRaiidingy and guide thee into all truth ; and if tlia^i 
defiled to be the bed captain and commander in the 
world, leant to conquer thyfelf. Adieu. ' 

Paris, itth of the 5th Moon, of the "Year 1639. 


1 XL — To Dgnet Oglou. 

Should I tell thee I am in health, I fltall write an un- 
truth ; for I am reaUy out of order, and expefl a fit of 
ficknefs, which I wiih it were in my power tq avoid, 
though it may prove fliort and mortah An he&ic fever 
puts me oft m mind, how fvail and brittle a thing is 
man ; and that he ought in multiplicity ofid>ufinefe|. in 
times of profperity as well as adverfity, to think of dif- 
lodging hence. The bread 1 eat has no reliih ; folitude 
appears difmal to me, and company wearies me ; for 1 
cannot attend to what’s difeourfed, and yet 1 4 o not like 
they fhould fay nothing 5 there’s nothing plcafcs me but 
drink, yet all the fea will not quench my third. I am 
redlefs in bed, and find myfelf more tired thereby than if 
I fat up ; and that which 1 loved yederday 1 hate to-day. 
Thou knoweft how I loved books ; this humour is quite 
changed. If die lun ihinea into my chamber, 1 as foon 
Ihut my windows, being ne^ able to endure it ; and hav- 
ing remained a minute in obfeurity, I am impatient for the 
light. Paris, where one may fay drangerscome from all 
parts, to fee the varieties and diverfions there to be met 
with, appears to me now an hofpital of fools : 1 long for 
nothing mote thaR Condanttnople, and to be with my 
friends, imagining I (hall find eaCe in their company. 
And this is the unhappy condition of thy friend, with- 
out hope of feeing any more turbans and mjj!iiilmai;>^ 

I loath as much the fight of an ignorant phyfician^ as . 
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the Emperor Severus did a corrupt judge j and 1 look 
on a little valet that fervea me as a necefiary evil. Yd 1 
would a little divert theCf maugre the illnefa which has 
feized me. It is not above fix months (ince I entertain- 
ed this enemy in my houfe> which is a French valet, who 
makes himfelf a fool, of a pigmy’s llatur^ yet R giant 
in roguery ; he is clad like the Graces, being half naked, 
and wears buikins like the poetical divinities ; his ordina- 
ry fundion is to fweep every day my chamber, which 
yet is as nafty as Augeas’s liable : When 1 am awake he 
is afleep, and he is always awake when I am aileep. For 
this thirteen years that he has feen the U^t, he can- 
not remember he has been two hours without eating ; 
when he eats not openly and before folks, left he (hould 
lhame me, he will yet be fure to keep his chaps a-goingf 
on fomething in comers. When 1 went abroad I was 
forced to follow him ; and now tliat I keep my bed, it is 
hard to judge which of us two is the mafter, for he ne- 
ver parts with his hat from bis head. He is more ready 
to pull off my clothes than to put them on ; which makes 
me chiefly careful of him at fuch ti^fties that he leaves me 
not ftark naked. He is, moreover, a politician as much 
as any Florentine ; when he is to do any good office he falls 
into the Spanilh pace, but to perfe£l a bad one, he is. as 
nimlde as Csefar was in the quickeft of his expeditions ; 
whence it is that I am a debtor to my own arm aiid 
hand for the fervice I draw from him, being like oertsdm 
drugs which never yield an odour ^ well beaten. As 
to his religion, a man . would imagine he held the me- 
tempfyehofis, fo carefully does pref^rve the lice^that 
eat him, leff in killing them be ad contrary^ to the precepts 
of Pythagoras. He is moreover,, he$dc8> irreconcileable 
, eneiS^to dl neatnefi, to wa^r and to truth ; and he .is 
''mpre fiinking than a fynagoguci drunker than a Swifs^ 
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and a greater liar than an oia^le. In the mean time 
illnefs iilcreafe8> and my domellic enemy is fo uvelli that 
he alTuredly waits my death tp live more honourably on 
my fpoils. I differ much this day from what I was yef- 
terday, and I know not whether I lhall not to-xnorrow 
go to my lohg home. Pray the Immortal for me> and 
rememher we were once in flayery together. Should X 
efcape, I ihall have the joy of never feeing thee in the 
fad condition I am ; and if I cannot efcape death iit Ihis 
tiiiiCy I dtaU have the fatisfadion of fuffeiing it hefoie 
thee, ^owever^ believe I do not delpair, though 1 much 
complain. I ceafe wnriting to thee, but I will never ceafc 
loving thee. Mahmut embraces thee in this country of 
infidels, having thee always in his heart, and praying 
ihee continually. 

Paris, xsth of th« 4th MoQn> of the Year 1639, 


Xll^—Th fie KaivUChim^ y r 

T'he King of France fias a dwarf called Ofinin, born in 
^ village ox the Morea, and carried away in his mfancy 
info Italy by pirates. He was bought by a Spanifh lord, 
wfio ^erwa^m mad^ a prefent of hui^to this king, with 
&ph a himne^r^ci^ as entitfes ma^oifieence to^e 

ajpi^^ ttie manner of natibti. Xiie'S^aniard 

ngdH?«th.,foHopg^^e. , 

j;asJ:^S|,lSw¥s 
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me anjr great good. Shouldit thou give me opportuni- 
tjes of acquiring richesi and throw open the gate of ho^ 
noun to me, 1 (hall thereby, perhaps, grow vicious and 
iflfolent. Beftow only one thing on me, which ^vill not^ 
be afterwards in thy power to take away ; give me good 
education, and let a man of learning take the charge of 
me } by which means I (hall be revenged of nature, in 
making me but an atom of a mpn ; and perhaps make thy 
courtiers one day repent of their prefcnt laughter at me.*^ 
Ofmin has behaved himfelf fo well, and gained fucH 
credit by the Ait^i|ty of Iilb wit, and readinefs of his an* 
fwers, that he is* at prefent one of the court’s choicely 
entertainmrats, and the fcourge of debauched people. 
Coming bne day to divert and comfort me in my illnefs, 
he told me, that being in private difeourfe with one of 
the women belonging to a lady of the firil rank, he veas 
fmed. to copgfflj^mfclf fpeedily bel ^d the hangings, 
to prevent being farprifed in the chamber, where this lady 
unexpededly entered with the VenttiMkmbafiador, who 
ordinarily refides in this court, and wh(ve he heaid the 
following difeourfe from this minider’a own mouth. 

** Madam, 1 (hall willingly difeover to yoi^ now that' 
we are alone, the intentions of the republic I iferve, touch^ 
ing riie Turkiih affairs, provided you promiie me to 'do 
me two different good iuvfis. It is abfolutely ^eccBkrf^ 
we make war with thefe barbarians, before they 
it againll us. The Ottoman family is like, the mathema* 

it is pr^ffed. 


by our General Capello, who has led in' m 
galleys of Afric ; but though Amurath fa^*to|di6ye4 ou 
^ the Smntieri of Perfia, in the 0ege”of a moft iaipQftafll 
/place, yet does he sfready thi^aten to be rcfWjg^ fer 
the defeat of dicCe baibaihuu. The mifuAm of Che 
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deal compafs, which enlargea itielf the jortorc 
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Porte do alfo prcfs him to (how his refentment ; and we 
certainly know, by fccret relations from the Turkifli 
camp,' lying before Babylon, that the Grand Signibr has 
faid in "full council, that he will himfelf throw the firft 
(ire-ball into our arfenal. That, Madam, which lies in 
your power is, to perfuadc the king to engage in the 
common caufe ; and for this end make up a peace with 
bis enemies, that he may join his naval forces with'oars. 
On the other liand, wc could wifh you would offer the 
contrary to Cardinal Richllcu ; becauft this miniftcr 
ufually flighting women^s counrels, will cofne to our pur- 
pofe through his obflinate humdiir of contradlAing you : 
And I do not doubt but this artificf will fucctfed, if thou 
perfuadc him the king is rcfolved not to give us 'any 
aififtance* There runs a report as if our bailo KaA been 
laid , hold on at'Conftantinople, and retained prifonar ih 
the Callle of Seven Towers, by the order of the Kaima« 
cham. And it is added, that the Grand Sigliior ofierv a 
peace to the Perfians, to mum fpeedity' into £urope^ 
that having no dlverfion on that fide^' he may turd aU his 
forces againft the republic. ‘ 

• The pop^ promifes inuch, and wc need not fear but 
he will keep his word, being the perfon moft interefted 
in our affairs. He will fumiih money/ join his galleys to 
thofc of the republic, and moreover fend us feveral ftout 
inen.' The King of Spain ptromifes Us forty galleys/trfth 
all neceflaries, together with fifty veffela of war.'‘ The 
Great Duke of Tdfcatly wiH* affift us with veffeis 
well fet out,' and galleys ^vdB armed. The King thf 
Poland promifes to fend into the Infidels bhuiitry aii ar- 
my of fifey thoifknd^Cbffacbi 5 'and' others (hall cniifc 
Iboutthfc iLevddtinefeas with f heir hHgantines, anftr;fpe* 
ckJ^ tjit^reMpchigb. ’As to what rifpedUthe repilb-'' 
Uiif the eKiif fatnilles Sn Veiubc liave already proffered^ 
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fct an4 entertain at their own chargCi a veSel till 
the tKFar be ended $ and all the great caftles and towns on 
the firm land, freely offer to furiiyh the republic with fif- 
tj thouiand dacats a-month. , This kingdom, which is fo 
full of men, amoi^ii which there are fo mai^ good ofE« 
cers, wliich are rich in money, and at prefent fo confi- 
deiable at fea, muA not only not trouble fo noble and 
^neceffary ^ proje^, in continuing a war with Spain, but 
alfo givjes its afiiltance, by fupplies of men, money, and 
veffels* If you can. Madam, oblige the king to enter 
into this, league, you wili merit an everla^ng remem- 
bmpe, . and have an hundred thoufand crowns, which fie 
ready for ypu at Venice, to be paid^when and where y^u- 
plesdet, 

M^*<jThis is, jGo4’s caufe, title occafion Is favounjb|?^^ad 
all things feem .in a readinefs. Yjovl may immort^ze 
your naine, and ^th your fieauty, your credit, and elo- 
queiiee» giyp good ^grounds of hope to Chriffendom of 
(Hooef^by obtaining the aififtance of tlK moil puiffant, 
of tilie Gbrtfiian monarchs/’ 

This is what the dwarf heard, and wh^ he entrufted 
^ me witii fipce. IWcre I . in a condition, illuftrious Kaima- 
cham# ^ particularly the life of Ofmln, I am per* 
funded*. Aliou^woMldeff giiv<^ «^tire credit to the difeourfe 
he made, . . 

^Qftnin isborn a Turk, ,be Jpyea^e dearly, and has a 
oertain fympathy with me; which .obliges him to feck 
me,*aften., and .entruil me 'withai) the adventures of lua 
treating me not only as a friend, b^t; living with me 
aft if I were his brother. » 

There being fume days Qpce I languiflied in b^d, tor- 
meetid a dilUmper, which at its beginning ^threat- 
ened me with ve^atiuns, confequenpes^, ajsd C^ufes 
me to droop andlanguiih, thou wik pardon ,iae^ I rca*- 
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^*S?a^veiAttre tt> eafraordlma^* Siiould 
it my kealth^^ t iKalj, do^le my care and 
%figeif^j^!^^l3flrvinj7 t|ie meafures of tluB court. 6idier 
•^^WytpVuai^ce antf "vdldui/that the pcepanvtjoos of 
|£eK infic^ agii^U&e formidabfe monarclry^ ttiS true 
1>di^ex^8 may vUn^ lUto ^imole : An3 the "Great Spvei 
olf tlie lehvcr‘1mA upper world ^grant thee Mrfedt 
BkSfhi which is fought in run ‘^by liis fiighpefaV QavCi 
thj^ fervant !Mahmut. 

die 4di Moon, pf theVoar , 

riT I'uiiyjii 
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} 

%t t it wj» t jcyiy 

NiftwiTH«TlNnrt«qf my wakncfi^ I force mj^el^Yo 
Ihce ft\t» fetter^ tp thee Vith Vhom t orngfA 
^^int^eil^ a&i^^l ao^hyh^uodl My dM^^raper Ires lu 


liUyjr ttp 9 tn nW, that ^{udr^ only ti^ t W^to fjSe^ 

words dii to ^e« l£ou ou»t^ 

fl^wards the en3*^of^^tlie moon us h4ay tp go tbl^k^ jl 
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orpngruns at the mount of israittt^ to oner .there n la« 
.r ® w /I -‘’M t y ttfipT i 

rrihce in my name ; immolate a uiecp in coxaBieinoraon 

of Abraham ; ai«d ^»\rt 6 hh 9 mM ih«he»ttf^ fhtViy 

hjj^^^^and in fulJJ^gt{i|jq|fcr devoutly 

to our great Prophet. I afk not honours of Mahomet 

na more 4liaii riches !>l^oiily'he^4ttob«tl^y^%(mdd^i^ 



re''^ d^artu^;, d.llr'ibute a 
g^od dote 1l9' tlie poor ; ttu >4 u^ett 


hi^dred^i 
deal out to thofe 



have moft need. 



AinrATtAHib 


fAJTL 

Thou IcttMcft how greatly the work# ^ tihnkf mt 
yecommeaded to us : They ouiltiply the beaedidioiit <9f 
Heaven, and increafc ous wealth. K neither do nor am 
do this in the infidels country | thon knowell my inaliift* 
ty, fpeediy fuccoor me in the oeocffity I am of doing 
good, and let aothix^ hinder thcci no ergoment of good 
huibandry nor fuperftitioa. If ihou negled my prayer^, 
the fiiame of the fiiult wiU lie at thy door } 9od thott 
done fliall bear the iniquity, if thou executdl not the 
will of a dying man, erpedally having the power. 1 fim* 
got what I bad of greatefi importance to tdl thee, abd* 
idiich is the moft holyt a&d auaed! at to o b ta in wUb dm 
greatefl: earneilnefs ; endeavour to get for me a fildt 
yicoe of the cloth wherewith the temple of Mecca <ia 
every year hung, and which the pilgrims tear in p k cci 
to have each of them a part | and lead as (bon as thoU 
eaaft this holy relic in a fittle filver bon to Carcoa 
Tiemiaf who will take care I receive it. If thou beeft a 
good muffolman, give fpeedy help to a difciple of the 
ftme bw $ and if thou beeft a real kin&nan, alfift mA' 
hfwc mCf and take on thee my defence when neceffiury. 
1 embfooe thee wkk all my heart and ftrengthr and 
though I believe myfdf very near deaths yet 1 wiA thee 
a long aad happy lik. 

lyif, vsth of dt. 4tli Mmb, of the Year ttfjy. 


tbi JhowailA Vasina Axbm, m 

Iw thou be^ the fiaae that commanded die army of the 
true believers before X write to thee without 

obageatulating diy reforroAion. The jpe^le at Fhrit 
luMe'IMled thee by dieir £{coorfe% becaufo they wiflied 
lljr dcad^ aod k gnafiui^ ilfid Iboo wa^ 
a ,1^ 






bt ifVxiL L 


four livmte.to onolherrraiftd to the 

chief digmty*irf ihe empire,* l»praij" the great God,.>vho 
will ‘one^.day jodge* all meni^that will long continue 
thee in .jAnnuratli'a £er«ice», ever liappy, and always at- 
tended with vi61ory ; and give thee better fortune than 
all the. other vifiere who have governed in tlie vaA empire 
pf the muflulmans. ^ 

; i have been iick during the fpace of .eighteen mponsi 
aud my health is not yet fully reftored.; I have Kved all 
tliatjtime in continual expe&ation of death, and fo many 
hdd tilings have Imppcned in my ficknefs, that 1 ihould 
£dl into It again ihouldft thou oblige me to make the re- 
cital of them. 

.. The charity of the Chrlftian dervlfcs has been very 
gneat towards me, having: negkdled nothing which might 
hcj.aaywife fcrviceable do my happy departure. -The 
gravelk o£ them have often attended me yvith dilcourfes 
4>f dherimmortality of .th«;. fouh of ,hell» tfieir porgatoryip 
' paradife, and the merits and inditlgences .of tlm^ddruacfa* 
.Several phyficians havetcome to ike me,^aiid pfed ^if 
.. utmoft ikill ta^eep me alive, and imagine life 

to them ; but if it be lb, they have paid themfvlves for 
~ > their care, by drawing fo much blood out of me, having, 

' I think, quite emptied my veins, to ihidrahey, the 
. Several dlAempem which aifihuhcd xqe^ ^d to take fpe^m 
jime the Xurkiih fever I nourilhed for 1 aifuredly 
^iittought It from CortlUMiiKiplc. . • 

. ,Thc g^cateftfialcommiUtjd'djlling the .courfe of, As 
.. long a iichnefa, was, ^the^^protending to confvfs nryfclf to 
^ a, <a{)taif^^»fifett,as da prmcipai 

kiAh ondavh.ua they are |efidf^tO)dtE. r h ufed dua cere* 
mony bwt dwk l haKC (Emitted 

,::.eril»ge, far.id^et|q)d^ andfiifi4“.inayi%ak, 

, jdibe,iiw|Bdtdcw^^^^ w3hlt aplfs^ 



nance wae enjoined me for an imaginary crimt of i»»kich 
Laccufcd myfelf. 1 confeiTed 1 hindered, by an apolo- 
^ gy 1 had made^ a Mahometan from embracing the kw 
of Jefus ; and the dervife fi^ to me in a pafiion, ** You 
are not then a catholic ** 1 am ( anfwered 1 ) ; and on-* 
ly diiTuaded thk barbarkn on acooimt J hsd obferved it 
feldom happened, that a Turk who changed hk law 
came to a good end ; and that thofe who ctafed to be 
muffulmana, ftldom prove any other but bad Chriftianai’* 
•‘Yourreafoningisalfoasfalfe (replied lharply the monk) 

' as the defign you have had is bad ; for you never ought 
to hinder any thing whfth is good, for the fear you may 
have that in the end it may ceafe to be fo ; and 1 en- 
join you for penance, to ferape out with fuch eacafldefs 
aS the chsuradlcrs of your apology, that there remain no 
mark of it, fo that the paper become as clean and fair as 
if there bad been nothing written on it, that fo black and 
^''deteftaUle 'a difeourfe be entirely defaced, by -the pains 
^Ou fhali take to hinder the remaining of any trace' or 
' inarkf! After which, you- iliall pray^to God aa long as 
you live^ that he would deilroy the temple at Mecca, fo ^ 
' femoua^by the impieties committed tliere, and enlightitnr 
' the eyes of the blind Mahometans»*i But I am oonftraiiw; 

’ ed 43t> 4ktp here, being fo feeble and indifpofed, that L 
have not the Arengtlv to»write that 1 am now recovering*- 
The Mata which has made Germany tremble, 1 mean the 
Duke of Weymar,.i8, in- fine, desd, at. thirty-fix years of-« 
'^'^ge, and buried in»tbe fame field wherein I>e gathered his 
laft laurels, that is to lay, at Brifac*^ I^lhall diftindtly in* 

^ fM» >Kaima(Aattb whitiMr ^as happened &ring'> 

^ fidutefs, that I may neftgife thee Uie trouble Id read 
the relatiott of^ federal- adbentureawhieh have been, ad* 

. iready puUtihed^ iit* tbel^ntiU, nAilft- art employed^ 
%the great affairs of th^mpiitV As mnddeu 

I 6 



LET 

fIMl ^|[rtiMcr ’48ij^WtW''ofiMs 
of itff^<phtfc4 ai(Sll<M^rfonfa<'ft’}kio6tiidl];iMMrtift dMtl 
of iiltilk, f^tVigiiM-, aMt MaMWMi^ 

tMf thotf imyrft itot tx' miptb v tdted agatiiktll dNH atu> 
td^>^''oHlllc , 1 > 

' If ^ntfeat Me fleh)^ 4f to occompMj tbf li(o 

atf tbif happinefit tHbu canft ^fiiT ea carth» aad 
tStft tHote ImafiA tievdr undertake anf thing* tar the good 
of^hie ahd its reUgton Inthout fucced. 

I 1.^ 

Par!^ y th af <he loth Moon, of the Yt.ar i&|0. 


XV^To tie &AIMACHAM. 

7 Nov'wirt but 'Httle Uiffialten when thou duwgbttft t 
«ta dead, I have been 'fo he^'tht graecf that I msf 
Mitf rttr^ted fdhr “uP tb7*'kttMI*«r)th)Nit Isdiig aU* t<w 
rtad'them $ fo Ar was I ftbth '<iH^ anfomriiif 

tXM. 1 ilek h wiidW ymr and fix months* 

out of'the'^'cbftiktWe Of Me Ifoing, tmd without remsu 
idjl artj^ eoAftiladbif fnm UbandMed to phyfi^ 

am betorite the’ prey of the {thyficaaBi aiid*m ibotvouc 
clf h^e'of'eMlr tetKfietiiig't^bat the da^ wherth I am. 
to be jndt,rA is ^Bot? {yet obmr ;■ f tm* in Am* ftiU aimt> 
sihtf'W^'fooi^ 1 hb^rtleirtA agnintif thou, to ooe»> 

tliMn‘me>'ck^ft m IHj fotj^mdndy aoomite oponr 

iae,andftrpMnM'ih«*yhih7>«l»^ ^ *1' 

<^i iayAiri itMi a thefe ftioiAqrh «rfe> 

ham h H^ pi iiad domy ifcc Aw m fi oA 
»MI>»ilau h» ftm d'l Mm m 
tlut ikiie 1 Imm M« boh 
il^’nw>*kMb’M snB tMifOii'tiiec t« tUnk 1 a« Ailh 
Mm# aHM^Iidir Hint tm tior 


lotiftbM'Sityv 



tl^ Une J)|a«iriiot«n|»t<^t^ hfp- 
giMO UK nf iM p«|iM.r and iiplky. Four 
baw been befi^g!^ in the fear whore inoc^a hiwe,^ 
fi«i bfen cqufl Tho Ffteoch Imve met with 4iff^4vacK 
lage before Tbioiiville, by the valour ami of 

cffomiai^ unc of the esiperor^ft geoerak, wbe war bof ti 
in Italy, and brought ^up foom a child in the trade of 
It 18 he has aitackod aadi vaoqmlhed bis maC» 
ter *0 enemies yaixii fueb fpeod, that one anay coxpparc hit 
action with that of Chiudkn Nero, when he«> defeated 
Afdrubal, who had entered Italy ; he has broken the 
caemy^B army, rooted Cbe horfe, took the caanoa, kdled 
the French general, and immediately raifed the fiege 
but in revfnge, the lame French who were beaten before 
'niioovillc^ bare made tbemfclBfiB maften of Hedeii>' 
StiaiiB^ aod SaUe,. which hft was taken by the 
Ptpnce^if Iponde, who fwa the markt of an extraordi*' 
nfpy ealour ; hot the have retaken tbefe plaia»l|^ 

yv^AAa have coft them ieat/tk It is fkii <b*t the goveanoy 
left by 5the Prince of fjbese^ pre^edi by tbf^ 
Spaniards to forrender the pbee, thry w o^t ta theov 
hotarkitf) leaf, faying, Phaf» dipfo yha eat 
bnad w*idd «a((kimu4ci;t^i|lffetfesbeioi^ t^e enemi^ 
cttatii to tho tim wbot^o tbej; ic*.”* 

Ytttbepbcoimfimrtod^yed he^itbc ipringtipe,, 
wa» tMM> to obMfge ibevStcc «f the fd>n|) woff 

they from hol^g oot iw|ijc«*c^4,pi|b W. „ 
Thi» bing kn0ie4i»te>y uMpo^Mthf bt%ici0jioii» wh^ 
mere iBade m NonMenlfy^ |bjt tjuio fay f|(^ 

fiflfilttg rh# Kinff sa£ Polmidfi. whia 

tonted a ieeoad time into >aFaim^,,alQgp, dilguifie^ej 
wt» difeoveted and caitM (fbfi; 

guided? 



LETmSItfftlTSm^r 


’h The war has been very cruel in Italy between the 
three parties^ who are extremely Animated againft one 
another. Prince Thomas, of the Houfe of Savoy, drove 
out by furprife the French from Turin ; but thou wilt 
foon iinderltand that our capital enemies, the Spaniardsf 
have been beaten and entirely defeated under Cazal, by 
the Count Harcourt, of the Houfe of Lorrain. . 

Tlie Spaniards and Dutch have made a great noife in 
the ocean with their fleets ; the former came with four- 
fcorc vcflels of war, to land fifteen thoufand men in 
Flanders; but having been met by Van Tromp, a com- 
mander of great courage and evcperience, there was a 
bloody battle fought, which laded long, but at length 
ended in the defeat of the Spaniards. * 

The Dutch have taken thirteen fliips, and above twenty 
of them liave been driven by bad weather on the coafts^ 
of England, wliere they are loft, and eight others have 
had the good fortune to get into Dunkirk* 

^ The vidory of the Dutch is complete, having lod but 
one flup In the whole engagement, agamd fo puifiant an 
enemy, and whofe fubjeits they were formerly. 

» Bear with me, illudrious and happy Kaimacbam, want- 
ing flrength to continue on writing, though it were the 
viAories of Amurath which I were to rclate.^ 

I (hall make known to thee,, on the &rSt opportunity, 
whatever (hall come to my knowledge. In the mean 
time, the Creator of all things iirc& thee in all thy ways,, 
and profper all thy tindertakin^s^ 

.Paris, i>5th of the loth Moon, of the Year 1640. « ^ 



XVI.^ 7 o Dgnst Oglou. 


1 AM in a manner raifed from the dead By reading tky 
letter ; there is not a line or fyllable, but (bows the marks 



of a true hearti and a tender and real fympathy^with my 
condition : I pray Hcaven» we may do nothings either of 
us, to leiTcn tlus affedion. 

Thou informeit me in thy letter of the departure of Ifouf 
for Mecca : I give thcc a thoulaiid thanks for the money 
thou hail given him, for the offering of a foarifice in my 
name on the faored mountain, and to diftribute here be- 
low the alms which 1 enjoined him. I admire thy botin* 
ty, and the charitable care thou hail had of the falvation 
of thy friend Mahmut, in fending one of our devotees to 
Medina, to go the pilgrimage and fay prayers for me. 
In a word, 1 fee thy itindncfs makes thee forcfee and 
provide againft all my wants. There is no place or time 
where I feceivt not the marks of thy favour. i 

Seeing I am fo dear to tliee, and loving thee fo great-* 
ly as 1 do, let not diflance of place, poverty, difgrace, 
im|flrifoiimcnt, or any other misfortune, extingulfh, or fo 
much as damp our mutual affciSlion. 

I have, in a manner, Hole the time I write to thee ; 
for I have nothing which is truly mine, and I make 
thee a prefent of a thing which I owed the Kaunacham, 
for whom I ought to employ more time in writing. But 
let us lay alide all thefe troublefomc affairs, and entertain 
one another with an entire confidence and familial ity. 
Thou wanteil not wit, employ it in the dudy of hillory, 
after fufficient inflrudtiaa in the matters which con*- 
cern religion. If thou wilt be a prince among othcr^ 
men, feparate thyfelf from the crowd, thy applica- 
tion to good authors ; read much, yet md httie ; read 
gopd bqokst ib^re being few of them, and thus thou 
wilt read much. If thou canfl attain to the knowledge 
of wbatfoever is known of inen,^ thou wilt be a kind of 
gOd amongit them ; whereas thou wilt be of the number 
of bealts if thou faileft of acquiring the notices tbou< 
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•ughteft to have. I wifh thou wouUft mind more for 
fliy frieml*s fake v^at pailes in the feraghoy in the di- 
and In the prince’s moft fecret councils, to knoiw 
fvbat is faid' there againft me, and far me s Good and 
fisafonaUe advice doei oftentimes hinder much mifchiefi 
and doei^ a great deal of good! Friehdflkip makes thofr 
things which are otherwife hard, very eafy : ** He tiiat 
it ready,^’ fays an holy man amongft the Chriftians, 
** to fuffer all things, and to lofe aK, and bis very will 
too, for the fake of him that be loves,, deferves not the 
name of a fnend..’* 


Let us ever forget the words, 'mine and tbinc ; Thy 
good fortune is mine, even as thy difgr aces are ;* if M 
thus eltablifh our fricndfhip, why may we not, though 
modern Turks, compare ourfelves to thofe ancient Greeks,, 
who have given fuch gtonoos marimto the world of theim 
frieadftup i Why may we not be the imitators of Pelo* 
pidas and Epaminondas, who coiitrafted (b an 

union, that notiting could change tt i Atthoug}i we were 
ttoi born the lame day,, tn. the fame ctimate, and in the 
&me town, as Polyftnitus and^ Hypochdes, who were 
bom in the fame houfe, at the lame how, and Kved at* 
waye together, and fell lick at the fame time, and' loved 
equally ; yet let us lui-pafs them in alfedtioii. Love we 
one another more than T&efens and PSrrkboiie } more 


than Damon and Pkluas ; the fornwr pP which cootraft* 
cd in arms, and the other in ftiidtos^ that ftrict amity 
that has rendered them fo iccommeiMlalde to pcillerity* 
If thou knoweft any feci^’ whereby td my appoi> 

tite, which Tha^ loift,' tirA )t me. lam here fpeA;^ 
of a mitBoh of niduths," wM cael&uv timet a-day, aadr ^ 


consume fifteen thoufami oxen every week, and fifteen 
thbuTand other* pTelx's'^ ^ 

Im^ not to^icckon ah fi^s fifwls' and fruits 



Soolclll. A SPY AT PARIS. ROp 

J ( ^ I - ^ 

I am.forced to d^e hunger with my mcit 
hands ; and m a town where there is an abundanoe pf all ^ 
forts of things^ 1 want all things. l^read» which is fo ^ 
pl^faat to the cye,^ and fo favpury to the taile of all ^ 
other people^ ^aufeated by me. Wine only, becaufe 
it' is fbibidd,en by our law, rejoices the fight of me, apd , 
lliis up a deiire of dl'inking. Let me hear oft from thee; 
let thy letters be inftru&ive, and be levelled againft my 
rnelan^holy temper. The God of Mahomet keep thee 
ever in health, and make thee love me, as thou doit, con- 

iJSkuti, ijtlkof tlio tj;tb'MQ6D, of the Year 1640, 

lorij <XiVlIr>-r70 A&qiiai tie yew, at Genoa^ 

Hov art ai^ ioconfiderafalc in thf; 

ju&ment of thi^ap *l%ou halt written to the Graiid| 
\nuer, tW ilus r^ubUc k dilpofed tp join its forces to 
that' of Venice, for its afliilaace in ^he war againfk the 
Pqrte^^ bp't what ground hafl: thou for this advice ? And 
jf the itjjrand Vi&er Aiould oblige thee to give a reafoa 
for this, hpw ean^ thou fatisfy his cmk>fity,^ and binder 
him from ^cuAniL tt^e of ffreat lifflitaefs ? * 

I now received a copy of the letter thou didlt write 
to Conftantiooplei for which I thank thee, tt would 
haVe {been better I had received the original ; for I would 
not liave jpbnc it, ^faere is no Ukelibood that a republicf 
fo dtfifoas of eftabUihing a jpeact, ia her dominions, will 
di^urb h^ own ^uiet fufr the fcivice of^ a ftate witlf which 
fhe IS ^Iways at war. 

J^ad the Gepoelcs any caufe of comjphmi A* 

mur^ they a^idd vjfant neither fiddierSf oor arms, nor 
veB^^ nqr money, to raife envies againft him^_ Sm; 
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at prefent; whilft their affairs are tn a fuU calm, both a> 
broad and at home, they make (with greater prudence 
than the Venetians) war in the Spanifh Indies with their 
regifters, and arithmetic ; and they have always the ad- 
vantage in this kind of combat, wdiereln there Is no ex- 
ample they ever loft. Let this nation alone in peace : 
Write lather to the Porte, that the Genoefes, condemn- 
ed by nature to dwell in the rocks and defart mduntains, 
have found the means of making thefe the moft delicious 
abodes in Europe. 

Tell the Grand Vifier, that foiumany extravagant phi- 
lofophers, wdio continually fearch for what they will never 
find, have at length fhowed, that there is no other place 
where are more perfeft chemifts to be found, having con- 
verted into gold almoft all the ftones of their country^ 
changed the horror of their defarts into moft pleafant 
gardens ; and the cottages of the ancient Ligurians are 
transformed into palaces, enriched with marble and por- 
phyry, with fo great magnificence and propriety, that no 
lioufes arc comparable to theirs. To which thou mayeff 
add, that the inheritance of the pooreft Genoefe 4oes 
at this time much furpafs thofe of their pvedeceflb^s# 
Show him they have begun to give confiderable 'fuccouni 
to great and puiffant monarchs, by immenfe fums ; and 
that, in fine, in the regifters of particular traders, one 
may fee the names of the greateft monarchs on earth, to 
whom they are become creditors. 

Be more careful of what thou writeft for the future ^ 
and when thou giveft advice, fet down what thou know- 
eft without exaggeratirrgs, and be referved in what is 
doubtful : Never write falfehoods in thy difpaiches. * lie 
alfo never the author of Yulgar rumours, and flories made 
by people at leifur^, who abound with extrataganeles.. 
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Book*ni. 

God help thy undcrltandlngy and heal thy diftcmpcrs^ if 
thou haft any. 

Paris, loth of the nth Moon, of the Yeai* 1640. 

XVIIL— To the Kaimacham. 

7 HE Cbriftians are become magicians ; or, to fpeak 
better, the Spaniards who make war in Piedmont, have 
filled the world with aftonifhment by an extraordinary 
and new inchantment. J wrotjC to thee, there were two 
great armies before Tuiiu, one to take it, and the other 
to fuccour it ; but I have not yet made known to thee, 
that the cannon of the Spaniards are become couriers, 
who cjirry their difpatches in the air into the befiegcd 
cities, and moreover* ammunition, powder, faltpetre, 
and money ; a raai vellous invention, which fills me with 
admiration in writing it. There is a man in the camp 
of Genei'al Leganez, who makes brafs bullets fo artifi- 
cially, that having fiiot tlicm into the ditch of the plage> 
they have for a long time fuccoured the bcfieged. It is 
faid, that being made in a vice, and hollowed within, 
they, have ferved for two ufes, to convey into Turin 
wliat was wanting, and to bring back into the Spaniards 
camp the things they moft needed. But this induftry 
proved in the end ufekfs ; for after fevcral conflifts, Tu- 
rin has fallen again into the hands of King Lewis, who 
has therein re-ellabliflied the Dutchefs of Savoy, to the 
great latisfaftion of her people, who have thereupon 
fliowed the figns of the greateft joy. .This re-cftablifti- 
ment is owing to ihe valour and condudl of Count Har- 
cou^t, who has fufiained and irepclled the alTaults of two 
annies ftronger in number than his own. This captain 
has made his name as famous in Italy, as were heretofore 




2X2 


tETTkRS 


VOX. 1. 


tliofe cl the heroes of Rome aild Athens. The Mar- 
quis of Leganez undertook the fiege of Cazal| an im- 
portant place belonging to the Duke of Mantua, fituat- 
ed on the famous river of P 6 in Italy. Count Harcourt 
not being able with all his army to put fuccoura into the 
place, he took the party of forcing himfelf the bcfieged^ 
entering on horfeback into the lines with his fword' iii 
his hand, where he was followed by fome of his gentk- ^ 
men. The Spaniards being^ furprifed and aftonifhed^. * 
found ho fafety but in retreat, which they made diibr-^ 
derly ; and the French, under fuch a captain, bore aihay^ 
that day the greateft and mojjl glorious vidory they em, 
won in Italy. ‘ 

If thou required an accotmt of^ me of what has paiTed 
in Germany, I can tetf thee, that the war h^s been car- 
ried on there thiii year with equal tuccefs khd lo toSoth 
parties, to whom fortune has been .fometirhes favourable, 
and other whiles contrary. r 

But 1 atti informed there is a deli^n of making a great 
dffembly at Cologne, to re-eftabliih a peace between all 
the Chridion princes ; and that the King of France has 
named for his plenipbtentiary there, the Cardinal Julius 
Mazariui, an Italian by nation, a man 9 / great parts and 
experience 'in buflnefs. 

Prince Caflmiris fet at liberty, , at the entreaty of the 
King of Poland, his brother, and has been fince well re- 
ceived by tlit^king, who made him dine at his table, and 
prefented him With a rich diamond. The town of Arras 
wh&h die French have taken in the Spanifti Nether* 
lands hi of great importance, and is a conliderable lofa 
to the Catholic king, and will give great reputation to 
his enemies, that have taken the place in the fight of a 
great army, commanded by the Cardinal Infant, gover* 
wait of the La# Counmdes which conqiieft has mightily 
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ralf^d the French couragCi and increafed the glory of 
their prince. 

The queen is br6ught-to-bed of a fecond fon, who 
was born the 2 ill of Septembery and he is named the 
Duke of Anjou. ^ 

The Spaniards are as imfortunate on the feay as at 
land. Their fleet, which returned from the Well In- 
diesy richly laden with commodities of all forts, have 
been mofl: of them difperfed by the French naval army, 
commanded by the Duke of Brezc« The Spam'ards 
truly fought with much valour, but fifteen thoufiuid of 
their men were ilain, and two hundred taken prilonerSf 
together with five great velfels richly laden. One of thpir 
great galleons was burnt ; and it is {aid the other (hips 
were favedy having firft thrown the bell part of their, 
lading overboardi which they had brought with fuch 
great care and pains from the other world- 

That which has paflcd on the ocean, has not hindered 
the archbilhop of Bourdeaux from fliowing the ftrength 
of the king his mailer on the Mediterranean, where he 
has fought an occafion of fighting the Spapiar^9 >yith a 
lighter'army, confilling for the mod part of “galleys. He 
fent a defiance to the Duke de Farrandine, general 
of the Spanifli galleys ; who being unwilling to accept 
of the challenge, this prelate advanced towards the coad 
of Naples, where he did fome mifchief. 

,One n^y fay, that the mi^ortunes of Philips King of 
Spain, are as great tliis year as h^s power is. But it is 
faid^ thefe lolTes are nqt comparable to \yhat he is threat^ 
ened if Portugal and Catalonia (hake off thewyokp , 
of his (Jqmmation, as the common report runs. 

T have h^ard much talk ija. general on thefe confider- . 
able affaifj, without heuig# hpwem,^ informed of any 
cetjajn^ajtjcular?. . ^ 
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able to leave my chamber, to go into the churches, walks, 
and gardens, about the city and the court, I (hall let no- 
thing pafs without a inquiiy, and give a faithful ac- 
count of whatever defervea thy notice ; and fhouldeft thou 
defire any particular thing of thy flave Mahmut, it is but 
mentioning it, and thou (halt not want an exa<% and 
humble anfwcr. 

It makes me tremble in telling thee, that a report 
runs here of the death of the invincible prop of the 
world, the mighty of mighties ; in fine, of the glorious 
Amurath. It is falfe news, I hope, yet however aflert- 
ed with great confidence. The Arbiter of heaven and 
carttf confound all our enemies, and give the Grand Sig- 
nior, and thyfelf, a life which knows no end, and attended 
with a happinefs which cannot be increafed. 

Paris, 7th of the laft Moon, of the Year 164a 


XIX , — To Dgkit Oglou, 

T H £ lovely Greek, after whom thou inquired fo earneft- 
ly, is long fince retired into France, and has been mar- 
ried eighty moons to a great French merchant, with 
whom 1 am not acquainted, but am informed is very 
rich, and fortunate in his dealings ; but infinitely more 
fortunate in being the hufband of Daria Lena Maani, by 
whom he has feveral fine children. 

This charming Greek does now profefs the Roman 
religion, which is the only fault I find in her. 1 never 
knew^ woman whofe whole carriage is fo graceful, who 
does all things with fuch a carelefs exa^Elnefs, and whofe 
virtue is lefs morofe. Mere chance brought me acquaint- 
ed with her ; whom 1 no Iboner {aw, but I was firuck 
with admiration. She came to Paris the lull yea^ to fo^ 




Book^ll. 


A SPY AX PARIS. 


aij 

licit a Uwfuit agauid ,a ftranger about an edatc. It was 
at court, and in the prefence of the king himfelf, that I 
fil'd faw Daria : She fpake to him fo fweetly, that flic 
foon obtained what fhe defired ; and at the fame iudant, 
I felt fuch inexpreflible paflions and longings after her 
acquaintance. — Suffer me, my dear Dgnct, to tell thee, 
tliat never any creature made fuch deep impreflions in the 
heart of a man, as this charming Greek did in mine. 

I drew near to her as foon as I could. I fpake to her 
in her own language, telhng her 1 was an Arabian ; and 
(he anfwered me with as great modedy as benignity. I 
went the day following to give her a vifit in her own 
lodgings ; where this adorable perfon received me with 
the greated civility, not forbidding me a return ; being 
pleafed, perhaps, to meet with one that could fpeak her 
own language, which is very rare in thefe parts. 

Since then I could not for my life forget her : I have 
ferved her with the greated diligence, and fo doated on 
her, that I forgot myfclf and thee, and, if I may dare to 
fay fo, the Grand Signior too. Pardon this infidelity oji 
the account of a paflion which knows no moderation, 
being not able to withdand the force of fo invincible an 
enemy. 

Daria is young, of a generous temper, andinwhofe whole 
deportment there is no grace wanting. Her virtue is far 
above Lucrctia’s; for this Roman lady killed herfelf, 
having fird endured the violences of a tyrant ; whereas 
flie would die before fhe "would come to fuch a tiial. If 
you have fecn her at Condantinople you mud have known 
her perfedions. I, for ray part, who only kne%her at 
Paris, have remarked four beauties in her perfon, which 
I believe arc not to be fouud in any of thofe ladies kept 
in ftie feraglio. Her eyes, her mouth, iier teeth, and 
her hands, feem to have bef*** made only to furniih the 
3 
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god of love with da/rte. She is Aire to finke where (he 
will with her fine black eyts full of fire ; and (he has al« 
fo the fecret of healing the wound (he makes, when (he 
pleafes. As foon as ever (lie opens her mouth, the three 
gpraces are feen to fit fporting in lier coantcnaiiee ; and 
her body, moreover, is fo proportioned in all its parts, 
that had (he lived in the time of Phidias, he had certain* 
ly taken her for the model of his Venus, which was the 
admiration of all the world. 

1 have plied this fair Greek with vifits, loved kct even 
to idolatry ; my refpe^ has been ever equal to her vir- 
tue ; and the greateft favour I obtained from her was to 
fufier me thus to fpcak to her : I love you, Daria $ 

Daria, 1 adore you but (he would never fufier tiie lesift 
exprelfion which might make her uaderAatid any thing 
clfe. 

This incomparable beauty often find to me, ** Mah- 
mut, I have a great refped for you, becaufe you are 
difereet and virtuous, andihouldaUb love theer #ert thou 
not a man. Live on ftill as thou haft done,^ and then 
wilt thereby oblige me to refpe^ thee yet umre f hat think 
not to obtain from Daria anyiaiore than an innocent af- 
feAion ; I owe all to my hufband, and I will never be 
unfaithful to him.” If i ever attempted'to fnatch any 
fmaU favouTi it was always in vaiot having evar repettai 
me in fuch a manner as made me kfo aO hope, and, at 
the fame time, feel a new iiiemfe of pafllen. Cooiider, 
dear Oglou, what pafifed then in sny heartr and what a 
war I was to fultaia. 

In mj great inquietudes, mid (harpeft and onseHcft 
pains, phSofophy AipplM me vrifh no other remedies 
but^patfence : She fet before me the e]iam{dss nf the 
oftcem which bad for pikdiciiy ( bot die hin* 

dered me not from alfo that we findhin hi- 
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Hory almoft all the philofophcrs n*ore tranfported with 
venereal plcafures, than retained by any precept of \nf- 
cioi». Diogenes and Arfftotlc, becam^ they not fools 
hereby ? And Seneca, whofe morah arc the rules of the 
wifett, was he not driven out of Rome for his aiJultcrics ? 
1 tell thee plainly, the precepts of philofophy have influ- 
enced me not a whit ; I deiided them, and was rcfolved 
to love on, and that more cxccffivcly than all the philo- 
fopliers together. Daria^s foft fevci ity has laid on me 
llronger laws than all the dogmas of the Stoicks ; fo that 
notliing can make me chajfge my refolution of loving her 
ctcraaHy. If it be true that love is a wcaknefs, only 
meu, wlio are noble creatures, are thereurito fuhjeft ; it| 
being certattf that irtean fouls cannot love, becaufe they 
'have ao heart.' Nature’s origiaid is far higher than 
reafjii one is the work of' God, whereas the other 
cofh^ from matt. Be not then ^omfhed/ if Reafon 
does i*(j oft yi<4d to Nature. * 

Daria "bad a' mbnl tb Icani Italian, which fhe thought 
abetter language Others. I taught her ar great 
deal of it in a Ihtle tinllf-} but bufind^ thickly deprived 
an unhappy mafler of thethoi^ perf<£l of fcholars. She 
laid once to me, Mahm«tv kt us have a perpetual ami- 
ty for bnc another, but let «S love -and efteem Virtue far 
before Friendlhip* TeaclHne Hiftory and Geography, 
to the cad, that knowing JtingddtnSy^ toWns and* provis- 
CLs, and thgfe that govern I may kn6w into how 
many parts this earth, which Appears fo admirable, is di- 
\jc]Ld ; I may now learn the forces, methods of govern- 
ment^ mainlers, religions of the difference eff feas 

aiKl of mountainsi^f iakos andf iffltabited places, 

likings and dd^erts, that^ I mty ^tot conffouiid the baibil- 
ruits with the civiliaed a«id'*iaspuJ>fics wifb mo- 

narchiesk’’ 

Fol. /. 
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^ My vrort-hy friend, fo noble ai^ inclinatian, joined with 
a fingular grace, and attended with ib many rare quali- 
ties, aa well fplritual as corporal, have reduced the pool 
Maiimut to a> flavery more rigorous than that which he 
fiijBFered with thee in Sicily. How many niglits have I 
pitted in horrible reftlcfihefs? And how many times^havc, 
I vainly believed 1 was with Daria^ W'hom I fought in 
my chamber ; when Uccp facefeediog long watching, re- 
prefented her to me in a dream more complaifant than 
ordinary.? In a word, Daria fo filled my thoughts, that 
1 forgot my books, and avoidirg alfo the companiy of my 
friends, fhe alone was mydiaily fiudy, and I renounced 
all other divextifements : th$, fineft ladies were naufeoui 
to me ; the ftneilt gardens feezed horrible forcib, which 
ferve for a retreat to favage beads. In fine, my paffion' 
(friend Oglou) oomei to th^tcKcefs, that Lean. find no 
remedy. My tears were of qpne cife^ tq (often Daria, 
and I have call rnyfclf a thouland times in vain at her 
feet ; all my cares and r^pefls havp ferved only to gjvc 
me propfs of hpr vlitue. Reqeive s^s thou qughted the 
i;oofidence I* pvit in dice ; and if thou had not an heart 
that can loyefo ardently,, at jbaftr have fome con^aifancy 
towards a pi^n whofe paiGoa> has.no .and re- 

proach me^not with h^vit^ hnd. top nvuc^ W^akncls for 
having been v^pquiftied by a woman. It is women that 
have always won the grsated vldories j it is their trade 
to conquer, and even thofei too vrh^ fubduc aU things. It 
is impoilible for me to pompr^emd, ^ how I could love fo 
Aiongly without dying neither can I imagine how I 
(half Uve, if I be long deprived of the fight of her I love. 
Daria has left Pprhi aud is didant thenpe above three 
hundred miles ; confider then the condition I am in ; I 
reckon myfelf in a folitary place, although there be above 
a million of inhabitants in the town where I divell. I 
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ftir not oat of my dhambcr ; and as lo my books, 
will yield me no comfoit. 'My only care is to nourilh 
my diftemper ; whereby I Hudy to make myfclf more 
miTeraWe, becaufe it is not in my power fo much as to 
fcek the way to the only Itappinefs I wifh jFor.''^Mahmut 
may be faid to be the foh of forrow ; my beard is nafty 
and overgrown ; I am out of love with myfelf, comfort- 
lefsy avoiding sdl fociety, and am become invifible to aU 
people. I have no hope amongit fo many caiifes of de<« 
fpair, but the aflurance which Daria has given me, that 
1 poflefs a place in her haart ; and I believe it, becaufe 
(he fays fo. Heaven has given her a frank and generous 
foul, and promifes her great things in the coiirfe of hei* 
life. I have fecfclly drawn her horofeope*; as far as I 
*cbuld^nd, all the planets arc favourable to her; (he is to 
live a great while ; Fortune will fecond her intentions ; 
(he will enjoy en uninterrupted health i and this lovely 
perfon w»ill eybr gam the advantage on all that (hall op* 
pofc her. Happy is he that (hall be of the number of 
her friends, but more happy is he that (hall be beloved of 
her, for h? may alTure himfelf of being beloved of the 
handfomeft and moft deferving^ lady in the 'world. 

' Read my follies with fbme indulgence, and be not an- 
gry with me when' thou knoweft I was ready to renounce 
'my religion for that of Daria (he began to convince 
me, and 1 began to believe,* that the religion of the moft 
perfeft and moft vittnous of women wis the beft. If 
thou haft intereft enough in th^^t^rand Vi(ier, or the Kai- 
niacham, obtain for me the pemiilSon of leaving Puk 
for foe moons only, but by nO UitaDS' let them know the 
occafion. 1 love much, abfent from Daria ; but it feems 
to mo I do not yet love enough ; I would have more vio- 
lent tranfports during her abfence than thofe I fnffer 
wliilft I fee her; to the end, I may fay, that at all 
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land in all places, never any body loved ib mucl>. 

1 have ' difeovered to thee my whole heart ; excufc my 
palTioni if thou wilt not excufe thy friend fo horribly 
toittiented with it ; and remember what the beautiful 
Rontalana faid to the great Solyman, ** That the pka- 
ftire of commanding, and making one’s felf obeyed, is 
to be reckoned but in the fecond rank of ploafures $ 
whereas that of loving, -and being beloved,, is the firft;” 

Henry IV. was one of the greateft kings of France, 
ihiin whom no man ever more greatly loved, \yhen he 
reproached the Duke de Biron wath the hrve he had for 
ft lady, mark what this cavaikr told him : Great^lyiigV 
hoSv ib it poiTible thou (houldil not be indulgent tmloversib 
who hail fo often faid when then wail in love, thpu 
gotteft thyfelf, thy kingdom, and thy fubjcfljs ??f. .And'*"'' 
this, dear Ogluu, is what has happened to me at Pacis, 
with this admirable perfon, whom thoo oouldft notihnd 
It Gonllftntinople.^' ^ But:^ alaal 1 ftotnld be ah Unhappy 
^friend, if widi fuchf a love^as mine I* fhould ptovr ihy 
qival. ' 'T wil! not Imf^ifie ’ir^'yst 1 mirfl tcH ^tbeev^ that 
'Srathcr than yield thee I will berific^ .to thee all 

nhc tifrte I ’have to'Svei ‘^I havc- given my pifture* tot this 
•'ifharming Greek, who hUfi' rtk^ived > it ^ >very oouttboiily, 
yet lather fts the work of>nftexcelknt paintev^ lhah'>the 
pifthre df a tevetr' ' r : . , .. ^ ^ 1 * 

But being full of goodnefs, and perfedly dfibreet^ Are 
laid' thus tb me When i gavt ' k her t ** hlahmut, > thank 
Heft veil thou ^art not httndfohile; fort of men have 
not ordinarily all the fuecelfci they pretend to in their 
amours. Wi$e Indies, tl^ijok t^fe^ kind pf people dgat^too 
much on themfelves ; and thofe that are difdainful, find 
them not fubmifUve enough and refpeflful ; and Aich as 
fear evil tongues,^4are not look on them ; and alfo thofe 
gentlemen imagine ladies favours arc granted them be* * 

3 
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ciuTl they cannot withftand them, and thc^ c\p«<£l often* 
times to be entreated to receive tl cm : wlicicas thofc tQ 
whom NntuK Inft not been io libcial of her fivoiuj, do 
more than barely lo\ c ; they adore their they 

arc aKvays hnnible, and feno^lv how to oaiu tlic coyeft 
beality by thtii refpefltfnlnefs. As to thy part, who art 
iioiic of the fai^elt, thou wilt be happy if thou changcll 
not ihy manner of imng with mt.** 

It is impoffible for me to fcy vhether Daiia has any 
confiderablc impei'fc£tion9 being too greatly prepolTeiTed 
by my paifioiA, to difco^^r defefts in a p^rfon whom I 
regard as an aifigel. Time and her promifos will one day 
fhow me, whifcther ihc has^the vices ufnal to thofe of her 
nationrif wlvioh are commonly an infidelity covered over with 
the moQ: fpeeibus pretences, and ta contiaited di(ilmula* 
tkmJ ' ' 

HowcTier, fend me a calk of the whiletbAlm of Mec- 
ca^ ^ahd of the baft ibrt for icent thou cnnft get ; and at 
the &me time i«nd>me alfo {bme of that precious eaftern* 
wood, wfaofe feeht is admirable to perfume Che body. I 
have ipromifed the fair Daria this prefent $ let me fpoo 
have It, to the end I may acci&ilom Daria to the neatnefs 
tad dehcafkics^of the Mahomel^ns^ Piefetve alfo thy 
hcaltU r a«d^ li ihoa envieft me, love as much as I db ; 
but love With continency, if thou \silt love long, and tje 
kmg belov'edi 

• The Great Cotl preitrve titee from l,ovii^, haweycr, fo 
exLeiri\L]y as thy fitend Mabmur does $ the dolois bemg 
tbeicin aJwnys certam, and the fraition micertaul, 

pf'sj o#fh- il Moof, o*the Vedr r<j4i 
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XX«— 7(; tke InvittciU^V initK A2£M. 

7h& Chiaus arrived here this fame moon in which I 
write to tlieci and is in perfcd healthi with all hia at* 
tefodants. 

I do not tell thee in what manner he was received by 
the people at Pans, it being of "ftnall importance^ fenng 
they have no other part in the government of the lung- 
dom than tliat of obeying. « 

The populace cufioaily obfo ved his bahil> his beards 
and his gait, all as extinordmavy. It is certain (Inrin- 
cihle Leader of his Armies, in whom God haft placed his 
authority of goveridiig the earth), our envoys are not 
cUeemed wherever they come, unlefs amongft the moft^ 
rational and honed part of mankind^ which arc always 
the had number# * '' 

Not only tfaoc twmnibti fort can W let tmr ambaffadors, 
fbr the vcdments they wear, to which their eyes-aiE not 
accuftomed,. but even confiderable perfoUS have the fame 
curiofity. Some £len|)y approve } others Kft .up> char 
bands to note thcii adoniihment f and others, by an in- 
ioleiit morinur, difeover their contempt, not undietdand* 
Ing the jullice due to drangprs, whofc manners mid 
fadions ought never to be blamed ; it being impoflible 
but whole nations mud have good re^fons fbr their cuf- 
toms and practices fince fo many ages. «* 

But he was not thus lecmved at Court, where the king 
and his miriideredo all things whh great pnikdence } being 
refpcQed as a man that brought good ne^vs, ^nnd fent by 
' the gfcated and mod puidant emperor in thr vvorld. As 
, to the fubjefl of his coming, every body fpeaks 
The miniders of fordgu pnpees are Fearful led the new 
fiikan ihould attempt the entire ruin of Gbrxdendom, and 
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prove more teirible than Axnurath. In the mean time, 
this heatl^eijilhr»p<3opkfvow.incf^ at^lic burning 

of the Imperial city of Conftatitiuuple. But the king 
hae no pari in the fentitr^nU of Uls'fnbjeftB. « ^ 

Mahy fay that, the Kiag of Red Hcada will renew the 
war with the empire, and is perfuaded to this by the 
Great Mogul ^ and thene are feme who affirm he has al- 
ready laid iiege to Babylon. But thofe wlio ^eak with 
more fenfe, .and Hs liatred, affirm, that all the Porters 
enemies are like reeds expofed to the wind, which wali 
be eafily overthrown, if 4 ht French ukc not part with 
tfaodi andetviiithe foHy of this nation (who believes 
kei^ 'iupai'ibr la all others, and the arbiter of the 
wDrliL)4|0 tluiik too well ofherfeif^beoaufe fhe is refpe^- 
ed as a frknd to the faithftd muffiilmans. 

The Jews (Invincible Vifier, Principal Miniiler of the 
Empire, favoured of God), arc the curfedefl; race of all 
nations ; the Chrillians accufed them of having fet Con- 
ilantinople on fire 1 and greatly praifed the Greeks for 
quenching it, %> viditch,^ fay they, they have no lefs con- 
tributed by their hands ^an the fervency of their 
prayers^; ;md that Heaven had preforved it from a total 
ruiu, becairfc of the fiicred itKcs of fo many Chriftians, 
wliofe^bodilli he buried in our mofques. 

Tliencws whkh comes from foreign countries, does 
every day denote the difordcr there is in all parts, tbere 
•being nothing licard from the fide of Spain but fecret'' 
confpirucies and public revolts. 

The people of Catalonia are in a continual commotion, 
and fo irritated, that they give 00 farther quartet* to the 
Sp^aiciids ; and from Portugal there comes more fur*' 
^nftrig news. 

London is as full of difqiiiet, new parties every day 
forming themfelves againil their fovereigA Charka, mailer 

K 4 
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f)f thofe tlired'fo famous iflands j whence it appears, that 
the Cod bf the Nazarenes is angry with tliefe unbclitvfng 
peopV. 

I ihall Uot fail to inforUi thee in due time of fuch 
events as deferve thy knowledge ; for if things do not 
foon change their pofture, thefc countries, forfaken of 
Heaven (feeing the true law, eftabHihed by our pro- 
phet, is not received here), wiirfoon change their inaf- 
fers, their manners, and religion. 

I adore, with tlic profoundell humihty, and with my 
Iicad lying at thy invincible feer> the autliority wliiph the 
fultan has entrufted thee wkh, and which thouMcftnfcftj 
as well for 'thy faithfulnefi as the greatnefs of thy ac- 
tions. 

Paris, ftoth of ^he id Moon, of the Year 


t ^ r i I » \ ^ a / t )'*■«( l| 

XXL*^raCAttA HAtYi 

Since 1 received thy letter,^ lamd t4c inliiks /Ojf i^y're- 
membrance, I imagine xnylelf mnc4'bettcr. I make two 
meals a-day. I walk about m tjhc morning, r^y appctijte 
increaies ) I have no jpori of thofe* nauseous belclijes ; J 


ntfs has deprived ine qi that^wjuch t do npt fiu(J,Veturn. 
illiere is wanting to my intelledlt^ faculties a cei tain kind 
..<)£ vivacity and readinefe in^ their i^ieratipnaj which is 
cxir»cmely abated ; bultT'Enovv not^wlictlier this be an 
eifefttif the pain I fufeircd,^ or whlkW it 4 :omes not 


thee^on the condition wherein t find myfclf, conld 1 
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ovcicome t^ie weaknefs of my dupofitlon, and t^ie , 9 o!|d- 
nci^of the fc-tCon, winch pierces me, iiiaugre all ii^qarii: 
to prevent it in this icy climate. The ink I write with 
fiee/c‘‘ on my pen, and a body piay fay the fire freezes 
too, wanting, as it docs, Its ufual aAivity, the cold be- 
ing lb fliaip that It e\tinguiflies the natii The 

city wheic I d\v«U apptais on a fudden t a*'jfQi*mcd into 
ciylldl. the 11)1 them wind has in ont night frozen the 
lucr; and all tin fountain^ which wcic wont to queiicU 
the tlurft: of a iriUion of peoplt, are diicd up. All trade 
fi;cms to hive ecafed j the iich au letircd to their fires, 
and the poor ait crecpiig ibcit the fiictt*, whcit, notr 
withftanding the CKercifcs tluy ulk to oppoft the cold, 
iliey fttm already ftarved. The brtad is become like 
marble oi an haid (lone $ dl things ar^. fiozcn, and an- 
cient people aiflUrtn ne\ei the like has happened m tliur 
dayv 01 m the times of their fatlius. JTbue has been 
found, fome few milts fiom Pans, in the gieat loart, t vo 
m veiry coarfe fluff, wiiWut finfts, thtir lef s 
nake<J^ luids flia\ed, and coids about then ni ddk, dt^;.d 
with cold^ they were foun4 embracing one anothei, 
tluiiking thcitby to commumcate mutual hv.. , to ktep 
off, hf at jeaft retaid, their deaths. Tlitfc people aic 
dtrviTcb oi ^le Xiatln churchy which arc catlci capuchlni, 
v^hofe life is a continual pCnancc. They ufe In the night 
lo them devotions, ancl Tpead their time in contempl i- 
tion. They live uppn alms which they rwceive of the 
Chiifiii*in6, which confill of biead, und roots and heihs ; 
ind jf the charity of thefe l^T^aiencs extends to th?* 
givlmj^any thin^ more, they ufe it with fobiiety. ,*^rhejy 
m ttraw,^ and aic obliged tq wear the habit night 
and day, whicji js dreadfu^ to look on, and in which they 
»e hurled wlicm they die. When their occafione require^ 
them to travel, they a^c not permitted to go on hoi fc-- 
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back) m a conch or chair, but only in vcffela when they 
go by fca, or on i^ivera, fo that they have only that grant- 
ed them which Cato was lo ‘afraid of,, and every body 
elfc but foohi, which is, to travel by water. 

In Ane, tlK.'lr life is accounted a continual iiell ; and 
they will be finely choufed if they find not a heaven 
when ttripped of their mortality. 

IThefe religious are under tlie direction of one general; 
obferve a long fdence, which is a great virtue among 
them, and with this are To exadlly obedient to tlicir 
head, that they have no will left. 

They have very r^bfeure prifons under ground^ where- 
into tliey thruft tliofe who fcandalize their order by their 
crimes ; for, riotwithftanding the boKnefs of their rule, 
and the vigilance of their fiiperiors, to make it obfervtrd, 
there is tkfver wanting fome who wander from the right 
way,, and often make ufe of the efteem which iiitm havt of 
their piety, to commit fuch enormities as vrould beTound- 
ijr puniflitd by the men of tlie world. Thefe kind ' of 
• dervifes cannot handle irtoney without beihg guilty of a 
mortal fii>. Notvrithftandh^ this profeffiou dt poverty, 
i have fceii thefe dorvifes dreft up With ^grtater magnifi- 
cence than our mufti, in the liirte When they celebrate 
their mafics, afeendmg up to tlie great aUdry 
with the fineft. linen, and thereon vetVa ^emln’ohlered with 
«gold, the mod delicately wrought ne ean be imagined, 
and oft enriched with pearld and pi^atious ftones. In 
-thttir facriftce they eat the* eotifedmted bread, which they 
die Meffiasdufrbodyj whkh Wri Worit to place 
'*on a p^te of fine goldfwaflid they^alfo put itwo cops of 
the fame metal, a liquor which they fay is changed into 
the blood of their God, as the bread into the body, as 
"^Toon as they have pronounced certain woi[d8 which thef 
fecretly mutter. 
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The facrificc is offered, every day, and not only the 
p^ple are prefent at it, but the greateft of the khigdotn, 
^tmh their monarch on his knees, and in a fupplicating pof- 
tiire. There fland about the altar feveral llatcly candle- 
flicks, wherein burn white wax-candles, w’hich render the 
facrificc ftill more folemn. •" 

I relate to thee what I have fo often feen ; for I choofc 
lo be frequently in thefe infidels churches, and at thetr 
folemn fcftivals, the belter to conceal who I am. 

Yet happy ij he that lives fatisfied with himfelf, aflur- 
cd he ferves God in the manner he will be ferved. Thou 
haft this good fortune, and that of being in thine houlr 
at .thine cafe. When thou gotft out thou weareft a long 
veil io\M\ to thy heels, lined with foft and warm furs, 
wbilft J am obliged to cover myfelf barely with a black 
(hort clo^ivk, which fcarecly reaches below my knees, and 
is too thin to refill the picicing northern blaits, and is, 
in jtrutlii a very ridiculous habit ; yet which 1 am oblig- 
edto wear fot the ftrvice of him whofcilave I am, whidi 
cRonol cover my bandy legs and ilhfnaped body. 1 ex* 
peiSl, with great impatience, the feafbn which overfpreads 
the gardens with flowersi the fields with gra&, and crowns 
the trees with bloffomsi and bungs back the pretty birds, 
who publiih tlie joyful ntws of the fpiing’s approach ; 
that being the time wherein X may oxpedt my health. 

what r^nvsinSf tboit^ wilt oblige me in making 
trial of my fiiendfiyp« fibat thou xuaydt know there is 
not in all the esQpjjro of, the true believem, a moie faith*^ 
and one that Joviea theBoloreicoididlly. Adieu." 
rsiih, loth o£ the ad Moon, of the Year 1^41. 
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XXII.— - 7 b tit KaImacham. 

Thf Court of Fraijc® is an aflcmbly of jjolitK uuii» vlio 
dirco\cr or hide thcmfclvcs according to their iuteuUd) 
and aic moic wont to hold thtjr peace than to talk. 
They explain thcmfiilveH in moie than one matyieriOn the 
things which tlicy cannot conceal ; and I draw fiom them 
what is ntcediry for my inllnuFlion and ihy information. 
There ha\c happened futh fudden and fuipnfmg motiona 
in Spain as caufc confidtrablc advantages to be hoped for 
by France, vhichiicems to have had u gieat band tn 
them, on which thou nu>,efl. make what icfi^itlions thoa 
thlnktll convenient. 

The mountains which divide France from Spain arc 
called tlic Pyrenees* Catalonia if a province wataitd on 
one hand by the iEklcditouanenn Sea, and boiiQ>ded by 
Naval le ; it lies fituated At the foot of thefu mountains. 
Th^ jKopl^ havfC taken up arm^ and vig^ronijly 
the Catbokc King ’a nnniticisjjjfand the Portugudfea hhve 
done ,t]»e fame dung, but with difTinlrnt inacefa. This 
kingdom is comprifed wiiUn the ftates of and the 
ri^heit uiider her dominion# « ^Utr fvbuation in athaititiag(t»^ 
l/iug bf-tvvueu Gdlicm and Callile, and wattQind with 
the ocean, w hich> bitjnga knmieiife ^mhds* ni i « m 

The pnncipiil town of Catalcn^ And 

Lilhou is the chief* town pf Pprt^g^i^ Tlw>Arft.ha 8 f ta* 
ken foi the putenpe pf its ii»(uit«^ipu,t infoJcAcies 
^mirnltted by the Pspieft^titTpoftSf whk.h lhr><d the 
C4holi(j,l^iugft apd werctq^^wte^ed in thwrprpitfinc«;5 and 
the cftlei Wing Jong jcpsjiceal^ri ftadefign,, hat, tt length 
fkalfcp off the, Sppnijb Up a kiivgjqfi th^h 

r9)4 ra«^ 

.4i);,fUV*4 Count plivAre?. of Spbin’s 
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chief ininifttr and fa\o\iiite, defignmg to mouif} the 
C^lonians, horribly charged that country w Ith foldier*, 
<rt?d fent thither the moft licentious tioops to quarter^ 
imagining to chaRife the pride of this people in this mail* 
nel', v/ichotit hny form ot proccfs. 

This minifter's defign has had fo far rts dRcl, the pro- 
vince being full of diviRons and flaiighters) there wanting 
nialhing to complete their niikrieB. The foldiers fxetcife 
unhearfl-of cruelties j they flicd, indiffeicntly, the Wood 
of iiifents, old men and women; overthrowing altais, 
ami ruining temples. The moR courageous pcafants ga- 
ther together to repel force with foicii, a.id rcvctige 
thettifelves moft crucTly on as many of the Callilidn^ as 
they can light of, without fparing the King's niinlRAs j 
kiiling all they meet, feekinfg thole wlio are hid, to pu- 
iiifli them with the greateft rigoor ; nhining after thofe 
who »feefc thtir fafety by flight \ not pardoning the \cry 
pfioftsv if ttever fo little 

t Thu: CouAir of ilt. Cdomme, QOmminded not longfin^e 
in tCatalonia^ viJth rlie aide of Vkeroj; which 
mall ’is imw before God, where he lecciv^s the recort^- 
pcncfai oud*a(ftifcmcm8''hc‘ has deferved, being the 111 ft 
VI Aim faOriiKiedv to^he ^pbifants fury. His blood Waa 
the prologue of hagedy^ Which will not^ end' 

w ithoui moi c diflml eluents to^thc Spanilh mbnarchy,'and 
the CafUiuhian^ itheftnfeltds. ^ ^ ‘ 

'flic' vibdroy wjthAf^fW himfelf Into the arfcnal C'f Bar- 
celoua at Ihefiift-^nfiiifefiltldh 6F tJie pdtfanti, S;\liere Lc 
waef IteRtged by a grcift^m\Utibttd^''6f Wd/fe feditidtfs peo- 
ple ; and, feeing he curuld inSri YeUiain thAc in (afcty, he 
went out to go oh bovird 'tiirt ’the groffnefl 

.of Jiis body hinderilig him from tiaftchlng asr fait Vis fhbfi 
\vUo accompanied him in hib flight, he remained iftbnc 
and, hjpHvg tirtd, fell Into a'fw^,^hlid !ay irfead foi fomsi 
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time on the fand between the rocks which lie upon the 
fea. His iervant, the only one that remained witli 
broi^ht him again to himfelf by cafting the fea- water 6u 
his face ; but be opened his eyes only to fee his own de-' 
parfeurc more nearly. He was fet upon in this condition, 
wherein he could not {bii himfelf» by a crew of blood- 
hounds, who firft ihot at him, and then hacked him in 
pieces, having iiiif (talibf'd him in a thoufand places. His 
fervant defended him as well as he could, in covering him 
with his body, but his zeal was fruitlcfs ; and all the 
wounds he received faved not one from his mafter. He 
was an African, and had been ^lis Have. I'he courage 
and fidelity of a man of fo mean birth, defewes at (eaft 
that it (hould be faid of him, that he died in imitating 
the virtue of thofe ancient Homans, whith are at this, 
day praifed and admired by all the world. 

The viceroy’s death ftopped not the pcafcints ; they 
ptocceded to excefies fcarcely iibaginahle ; and their bar* 
barity made them commit fucb hoirihle, together with 
fuch ridieulous adions, as can hardly be expreffed. 

TheCe wretches went to the palace of the Marquis de 
Ville Franche, general of the galleys, where, ha\ing cut 
the throats of as many as they met wiih, they burnt aild 
battered all the houfehold ftulF, and can led in proceiSon 
on the top of a pike a lit^e brafs ^figure wliich they 
thought a black angel ; which figure was. only that of a 
man, wherein a clock was included, whofc ingenious 
forings made him move his eyes ; which fight fo furprif. 

thefe peafants, who had never ieen or heard of fuch a 
machine, that they remained in fuch a llupi^ity, as re« 
tarded for fome time the efiefls of thcar fury. But there 
was one more bold than the reft, who, approaching^ to 
^e piece, cried out, ** It was the ftimiliar ipirit of the 
Marquis de Ville Franche^ and ought to be feiBcd and 
3 
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tlirown into piifon to take away its power ;V which he 
hndjio fooDir fatd, but he laid hands on it, and tied and 
-^uiid it faft on the top of a fpear, and, with great 
Ihouts, walked it about the town. The ignoiant peo- 
ple, capable of any ridiculous Iinprcflions, as well as the 
women, ^vho are not hard to be deluded, fWlowed them, 
convinced that the marquis’s devil was carried triumph- 
antly along the ftrecta# Having ran through all the town 
of Barcelona,, this .rabble gate the clock into the hands 
of the bifhop and inquiiltors to exercife it, and drive out 
the devil, whom they thought capable of deftroying their 
whole province. 

Afiairs are carried on more fcrloufly in Portugal, and at a 
more moderate rate ; the inhabitants of Llibon, as well as 
* the nobility, have treated the Caftilians with more huma- 
nity : They immediately deded a king, who reigns 
peaceably as heli of the Crown, and thereby afcertalii- 
ed of being maintained by the affedion and fidelity of 
thtf* people. There m dready news of his coronation^ 
the ceremony of which was performed with great pomp 
and magnificence. The people, as a mark of their af- 
fedioD,’ hive prefented a million of gold to their now 
l«rd ; the clergy, fixty thoafand crowns, and the nobili- 
ty four bundled; and the .new king has Uiktn on him 
the natnc.of John IV* King of Portugal, inftead of that 
of Don John Duke de Braganza* 

Never . any plot better fucceeded* . The Portuguefos. 
have driven out from them a puiffant and politic nation 
without bloodfhed, {aving that of a villain ; bnt of that 
thou'fhaic heat more the next .opportunity ; foe I (hall 
carefully inform my felf;of the partfcularft of fo extraor- 
dinary an. event, to give' an eaadi account to the vifier. 
\t is laid King Pliilip is the moft tniortiinate prince thar 
ever aicended the throne, cKnmitting his affairs, {p the 



23> 


IETTW ^aiTTEK BT VoL I. 

manageme^i , oi >^«nothcr : fo that >t may be fald the 
duke> who reigns a? fovcreign in Madrid, has chofen Phi- 
lip IV. for Jus fcivoiinte. The miniftcr commands, and 
the king obeys ; the inaflcr’s wcaknefs aiitliorifes the fer- 
vantfs power 5 the confufion of tliat nation bting fo great 
that thofe made by Hea\cn to receive orders, aic the on- 
ly perfons who give thetn. 

I kifs the hem of thy garment, with all the fnbmilliop 
pofliblf of a poor and humble flavc* 

Parifi, loth of the ad Moon, of the Year 1641. 


XXIII — To Dgnet Oglou. 

To what purpofe doll thou bewail ihe ruins which the 
lire has caufed in Couftantinoj le, ix^ there be no remedy 
foj^thc Ioffes thou luifl fyffered ? Not all ihc vilierj> to- 
gether, nor the prince himfclf, whole authoiily knows no 
bounds, could refill the fury of tlilf ekment. What then 
can we do, wretches as tve are, habk to all injuries and 
djfgratcs? Art thou the firll hoiieft man tliat has been 
ruined ? It is true, Heaven had enriched thee : Thy 
chambers were hung with the fineft Peifidii tapclliy; 
tbojU^hadll a grjeat number , of fluvqs,, tiuc gardens and 
bashing-places befet , with 4 ^ 1 x^ 4 te fountains j mufl ^ tliou 
grcatcll part of thefc ? (pom- 
fort ihyfclf, feeing tjbou art not in a fa.:lt, nor haft.con- 
t^ributed. to thine Qwu piisfortime? 

/TUou t^kft me, that Xh^ burning of the .cliief city of 
t^5,,umx9rfc bas ij^prlved tjbcfiin one d^ty pf ajl the copi-: 
mpiytie^.nPii,,iQnvenien<^5 thwub^^l^qured for WapjT, 
y^ars: ^pd I a»r\ycr gave thee tjjiefc^ 

'SWda,^ ajueas; than^ fiavfog .^orjehed* 

iid, pot take from.thee , 

thy life at the fame time. 
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Haft thou fi> foon forgotten Seneca s DemctriBS ? Haft 
thou loft any thing which thou didll not receive from 
^the liberality gf fortune ? And if whatever thou hadft 
uas given thee, wherefore doft thou affli£l thyfelf as if 
thou couldft not obtain again as much i Sti^tch out thy 
hand towards heaven ; pray and bcfeech : He that lus 
given thee once, is not hnpovcriftied by the liberalities li« 
has ftiowed ; but rather afk of him fpirftuAl than thclo 
temporal gifts, which do all wither and die. 

If thou lived, thou wilt fee thyfelf in the fame condi 
tion again j I cannot gi\e thee a belter confolatiou : I 
will not lament with thee, it fecming to me a fruitlcis 
thing. If thou beeft defirotts to forget the loflls tljou 
haft fiiffcred, confidcr the great damages the fame fire has 
caufed to fo many believers in the fatrtc city wher^ 
thou bewafleft thy misfortunes,^ How man^ people that 
had lets than thee have loft thoi*e ? And how many bet- 
ter people than thyfelf, as more* fubmfttirtg to the trill 
of Heaven, have fuffered mifcrics infinitely gaatcr than 
thine ? 

So great a conflagration, wherein the chief c'ty of the 
' Olid Lv/ itftlf near reduced to alhee, muft nteli have 
been a \cry difmal fpeftacic. Wln,n I read the relation 
vhich thou haft made rtc, I tremble with hoi tot to fee 
fo man) magnificent thsiifes und ftately niofqucs devour- 
ed the flames, and reduced to nothing ; with fuch 
1 iches, goods honfehold ftiiff, «ttd ineftimable mcrclnn-* 
dife*?, public regifters, and choice manuferipts, whofc Iqfs 
can nevci be repaired, bring become the prey of this ele- 
ment, which devours all things. *But thou and I^are ndt 
tKe "ftrft, neither ftall be the Iaft*,'wbo bewail the rltldU 
of fOur countlry. Hoiv in Afia, how lAany 

ih Greece, have betn''ft#3flbwfe9' xxp 5n an iaftairt bj^ 
dreadful earthquakes f "Atiff'hbfe' ruins are to ^be 
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found la tlic fomouft oltieB of Sym and Macedonia ! And 
how many tltnes hare the like of Cyptua 
been ehthrly depopulated! We fee not* only 'the naotl 
foUd ^ddifices perilh^ which are the works' of meiiy but 
even mountains annihilated. There are whole cOUktrfei 
which have (as it were) vanilhed; thfe fea has covered 
fuch fpaces of land as might have made whole province^ 
and which were extreme populous. How many pro- 
montories do we fee, which were heretofore certain guides 
to pilots, but are now buried in the fimds^ and caufi of- 
tentimes ihipwrecks 1 And if the works of nature be 
expofed to fuch great ruins, what may not ntottal men 
exped to fuffier ! But 1 fpend time in relating ordidary 
accidents^ when 1 might remember thee of greater miai 
which the fire made in the fame imperial city^ after st 
had been built by the great Confiantine, to^whom Ae 
Owed all her fplendour^ before the mij^y and facedsfii! 
emperm of the ntuflidmans had theteia eftaUIflied die 
feat of their empire. 

Under the reign of the Emperor Leo, if I be not fnit 
taken, the whole continent lying along the Bofphorus, 
between both the fcas, was entirely ruined by fire. And 
twelve years after, under the reign of Bafil, the famous 
Hbrary fo carefully colkAeib and with' that extreme 
charge and trouble, and^ which cou6fled>^of tfbova two 
hundred thoiiiaud manuferiptsi with the Ain of a forpent 
two hundred and twenty feet Ibng, whereon were written 
the entire woika of Homer, was ednfomed. '' The fire 
which h^peaed in the time of Juftiniany might make one 
forget fttkers.} the fmnoiis temple of St. Sophm, which 
is at this day our chief coidd not be preferved 

^ from tb» fulry of the flamefi, being almoft whidly conlLm- 
ed by it.' I Aall not mcimo^vthe' ruins which have hap- 
pened 'by earthquakes underi the reign of die Empror 
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fair ju'Pruaia^ aif eiitire cityi with ite houfeSi 'Wjdk^iuid. 
^ three lihoufand inhabitante* were buried in the ^traila of 
the earjih !t which muft coaviacie us there have been in 
all .agea fuche eveiile» as may tnftrufl us tost^ear our mi(- 
foituaes with patidace; and to believe a Providence, and 
fuhmit ourfdves wholly to it. 

Let us (my dear friend) for once, rejoice in an ocea- 
fion .wherein all others mourn ; in that we are able to 
perluadc ourfdm Therelia nothing here below deferves 
oUr ^cate*” I do <not day we ^ould laugh lihe Nero, 
wlwa ho &w Rome burmngf which he hiqatfelf had hred^ 
andiling^the paflages jsf Homrn wherchu the confiagra* 
eioBt o£ rT^y«iu>'dsfcribcd:. Rather, du as w^neasr who 
having foyid ifiwni^ tho^^meS;whi^ devouttd hta coon^ 
tUfmi eftate, hie lSjii)ctar;g0^, Ms ^ber AnehifesKhts 
fitexBy sod hinifidl^ bee^ for ap 

eUaft^e^td jiofterity^ )Hie did not fpendt his time m bc-» 
waQing the goods he had loft, but always kept an un« 
dunnt^ tUouiUge in. Jhc midft^ of the tempeft which 
shr^mned pvjeji’whekn him as foon ab he was on the 
lea^ and :Whifd^ foaoad hiip] to wan^r from port to port, 
void^ att bfflpisptjfccuted by a gotldcfs, and other gods 
whp'Werq of he<^ .party.; and having gnllairtly endured 
.fo’ many idifgracesk .He ^became the founder of the braveft 
and natipo'of thfi) univerfe. dSneas, m foving 

• hist gods and hisiatbec, «i}m were the companions of his 
fortune, drew down the graces Heaven, which put jai 
end to his Ouferies^jk. fettling him in a country where he 
laid thci %rft^ ^tmdations of an empire, which ftnee has 
given laws to all ehe wprld« * , . > * . 

i'Our/fins.havQ.luadled tbp ^ftre at CoAfta,ntiiioj^e ; the 
dehaudher&g, impxettesiffaypocrifies, and contfnualrapincs, 
which Remain unpuniihed^ are'the eaUfosofibedaftruAion 
of the famous city of the unherfe. 
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Can we im^ine» when God fends hisjndgfnents down 
upon US( that \vc < an be able to refill them ? Amend th^ 
if thop defireil to b« revenged df fortune, and Ik 
prffpfi (againft all her darts< IncneaCe in virtue, if Chon 
vrouMeil be invulneiable i be as ^ood in 'profperity as in 
adverfitf. Ndthmg but good w'orbe can make thee bap* 
pf in this woild, and live when this world ihall be no 
more. 

If reafon cannot, flop our tearsi fcutunc, I am furgy 
w'ill nevtr^ do it. We feeta herein very Annafonable ; fur 
when \irt firft fee the d^ht wetuvepj and when ve, lene 
it, we groan. i .in 

XJve ever with, me mane neady tbdn an intimate friend, 
and imitate (if a man may fi> expreft him&lf) the bve,' 
which (aceordii^ to larhat appean to us^ confumci itdi 
things# had convetta them iata sta oato proper fubfttncaiy 
but which yet# according to the rules prefcribtd by it* 
C$ea|pr» Vwiht «ot the'^# a«ii.the'Ot^>elMMtit«#)but 
ke^i them united# warms and ootlfrtvfs thtmv t Godlut* 
endued mien with an inflin^ which might to do< the fault 
thing; he has frftenedtthem due to Miatber with fw-h 
bopds a* n^hing can hreahjul meaa the intcceUdlnd 
mutual needs which thty haw of oneiAtlothari ^ T^eae 
baiag no body that can >e happy Badii,beeoine I'khi o£ 
himfclf, thfite malt feoidepoadenoes and «omm*«c, wnh- 
out it i* impt^hle to, have whpt ia moll ptceSaiy. 
Vhare IS alfp a more refined «omnvsico#.tQ wit, the marks 
o^iO(lcoin whieb men give One Onotheiyifuccours in ca&» 
of, need, vietbep laf money iW good cwun^l ; the Inttct 
of .whifiti .Jthat ,oan,ibo«api«<lted from thg fritbfuL 

MKll^ lOlh tik'td 1II4 
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The veffek of Afric harfe ag&m been worded Wy tHc 
fnfidels, the partlculaire of which^ muft needs be knoWfi 
to thee before theyioidd comb here^wfaeve^etb^^s much 
difboiirfe of the accident at Gbulette^ andche battle of 
Garagocy to the great difadvantage and prejudice of the 
Mahometan name. Thcfe heathcnifti people make pub<- 
’ Ue xejoicings for the viAories obtained by another Na- 
tion. It is faid, that of five gbUeySy and three other great 
vciTelsy only One diip faoed itfelf by dight» fevcral behfgr 
funk to the bottomi together with the Admiral of Cara^ 
goe^ithereft having 'been bsongfat into Maka$ anditj^at 
ihefe fi» hnndned muffubnana killed ; in whofe 

death our ooly conlblation ia that they died martyrs, arid 
tlieir blood will cry for vengcamoe againib the iiifidelB thar 
haver filed kt ' ^ ^ ’ 

It ia hard^o'fiiidth^ iile of -Malta iothe tdiart, an#yet 
hatder in the ; ft b^ing^ i mere atom of hVvifible eat^:^' 
But (it b riot 4b With thh kniglitt, wiio«are the 
it y they being n hutiditfd, diten fceu and fek by us. 

Malta>iaia ftminary^WhemiO'tfre brought^ Vp the brfiW 
eft i^rksItt'Ghfiiteyiddm, picked out frbm ammigH the' 
mod fUu Arbus' famlh'eau'' 4*11^0 ''perfOna^ ktterw n6t 
foirifi I they have impifiod ^OpOfi^hemielvea the hece^Sty^ 
of 'tasrqaiflHftg or d^gt* and thiy get the 

• mafte^ of vWhatovCr tbefWtnnpt^} and\rith tfaofe Ssv/ 
vcflTcls^ihey have^'they make-ahe Ottotmm^fieefes tretnibV*' 
They* wear a» golden eroft on theirftemaoh^, Which k at 
wayt dipped b thd tddOd^^the faitbffil 'mufTulAiiiAs.-^ 
Eclipfe this impious order, by oppofing the facred* iSWr 
of«the Ottoman mo0a^'ag^i|^ jtl;^ ^rcc {^rfb;faial(a 
number of knights. My zeal obliges me to fay fuch 
•things as may be troublefome to tbee ; and which per- 
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haps ihdil 1a^ well n't 1 ; whidh i8| that I am 

perfuaded thou w3i: be the cdnqucrdr of thsfe pirates, 
providdi thou once refolveft to drdw out in good eariieft ' 
th^mtnhtfr, “ and caft Its flieath a^y.” 

Hie king hen » vliry nSeU : He faid ptdilicly, when 
he heard of the vidhry of the Miiheres, that if he were 
not akittg, he ftodd dhoofeto be one bf the knights of 
that place. Thou w3t gun greater honour, and more 
trophies wilf'be raifed to'thee than were to Ariademus 
aifd ’Cigala, if dion uOdertdceft effedtudly the deftniftion 
of this peopk. Thou haft of/ prayers, that our holy 
Prophet would ftrengthoi thy sitili ; and 'that GodiDtodld 
^re thee dSl favobr io the fight of hur moft puiflant ettu 
peror, cho&n to be the el6;f eoaimander of the World. 

Farit, ijth of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1(41. 


' 5:xv.~r« the IMHe Visua Azew, , 

M 1 i 

iVn illuftnoui woman of the Hou& of ’&if oy governed 
not long fitiee in Portugal, isthename Of tldUplV.' King 
of £pain. .Her name is Margtdrini, and eommoaly refidts 
at Liibon ; but this piineefs, with the tide bf Vice* 
Queeu, had not the credit or audiority fieeeiliay t6 fu* 
ftain the dignity, tliough ihe had othietwife allthii prudence 
and courage roquifite thcreimtow > ^ > 

Michael Va&oncelli, her thief feerctaty, hating ufurp*. 
qd all the authority, eankd idl tlungs>withva’iugh hand ; 
to which he 'added a mpfl) griplug Oosctoufiicfs, width 
was nb left diiadvontageous to his miftrafs^t npntation. 
And the tdaripiisvde la Puebk, a CsftsKan mincer, an 
accoiBplice»of<‘Vafcen(Mfii,‘l»d eft^fliod himfelf iu 'this 
couitj.as a rigid Cenfurer<of sdl^thc VksciQuecn’s afiions. 

'The Chnftians call thefeowo tneti two pedants, fit ore* 
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the prlncdSiy a« if Ct}e ^id itiU been in her ,tQ 

corrcft jind regulate her a^bon^* , i, 

* The too great authority of thefe two minifteia b<n 
came at length a kind of tyranny. The nobilUy com.) 
plained for the lofs of their privileges, andil^C people at 
their being opprefied with taxea; which xuAde the nuni- 
ftry of, V^fconce]]^ feeoi infuppp^able, in which it was 
feen thp^viccrqueco had w, part* ThU pripcefs not; hav- 
ing^^he p^cr to,ftop the cuurfe of »thc mifohiefs yrbich 
begyn to .fpring'ijpi gavctadricc of it to the couijt of 
Spain, expefibed ^thfpee "the repicdy. But whether 
the kjng wps not in a condition to^ give aoy, or <hieini« 
nifter^ coneealed from him the ftate of things, the quf. 
chiefs increafedi and V^fconcelli’a friends, by excufiag 
him, made it almoft impoffible to ayoid them. ^ 

When Margarita reprefented the danger wherein t^or« 
tugal lay^ (be was heard aea weak wd oredulous woman, 
and was oftep accufed of being ovei^ timorous, which 
caufed a general revolt in this kingdom, which was few 
day in contrifing, as^ na few hours in cmecuting* > / 

Ifjthpu wik<hoar thy butaldc flave^ relate to thee 
all phe cirqiunilaucrs of <lih g3(eat an. jevent } ^ which will 
feeni*a^fab)iq,*(hou}d,]W!e refer ourfelves wnly to reafon; 
but which however M A real hiftory, as is aowVdl known 
throughout}^ ; » > 

Never 'was there a greatcl halved between two jatiofrs 
Jthan that which waa^betweeh the Spamavds and the Por- 
tugurfea ; ;and diou|d^4 they had one and the fame rel^^ 
gion, and ahnpft th^ iapw humour, «ycl it is not to be 
imagiiied hoW fat'lbeir mutual wrerfions carried thAoi. 

The Poituguefea have^aieomvnon pinoverb, Which &ys, 
that, a man is obliged to treat tmd love another man -at 
hts blather,, whetbci^ be be a TiB'k,o Jew, a Pagan, or 
a Moor, without excepting the mod barbarous of man- 
kind ^ yea, though he were a Spaniard. 
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They have lived with great patkuce under the domi*- 
nation of Philip II and his fucccflforst fince the death of 
their Sang D* Sebailian (who was killed in A£rJca> % 
a battle againft the Moors)* whflft they were fuffered to 
enjoy the privileges which were granted them. More^ 
over* they dill expeded the return of their ibvcreignt 
who was fald not to have died in the Held* bot having 
long viandercd about in fbrange countries* was« in fine* 
about to return. But the example of the CatdoKQUis 
made them at length refolve upon what they now 
cutedr The nobility Were the^ that begati the re» 
volt* and paired over tbofe bounds which refped does or^ 
dinaiily place between tlie fovereign and bis fulgyeAi*-*^ 
They alleged feveral pretences for their lebcUion ; bwt 
the mod fpecious v^as* their unwiUingnefs to be faeriliced 
in tinjudVars* wherein the mod dangCtoUa pods weie 
committed to them* as they feveral tiases repmshed 
jibe duke* favourite and minider of King PhtUp IV. 

They immediately carried on their iutcUigefiocs with 
great fccrefy j and when they cmt\e to dednne llMMofelvf s* 
the greated perfons confented to the confpjracy*^ mxA the 
bolded amougd tliem haye qtccated it withr great valour. 

Don Juan* Dnke of Brf^nnaa* is the greated noble* 
man in tins kingdom* and perhaps in all Spain* and 
already of the age wlierem nien^atp to wiidom* 
togctlicr with drength 9|f ho4y«, WiWde opt for inge* 
milty and (weetnefs of temper. tJe received the croum* 
tftftcr long prel&ngs and refpijsla ; and ifidfed is the more 
worthy of it* as being lawful h<;M[ tp it. 

Thfc favourite ink^ was weS €imgH infowMsd she 
reputation tod ^thmity of Btyigatnaa; 

and confidering him as a priuop vjF^ IswfuUy^pie* 
tend to the crown* he tmd^ ^ of 4#vera|^,iur^^ 
drive him out ol Portuga)» pr him pr^jser. But 
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haiiriiig always liicd thk in sain, whether byrtofoftof 
the extraordinary watehfulnefs of Don Juan, or that tht 
heavens, an which depend the -thin^ here below, had 
otheniufe ordered it, it was impoffible for thii mtnifttr 
to gn fo good a prey into hia hands. ^ 

'' ^phis crafty miniller has tried all ways, and fometimeg 
made life of the fox’s driir, and other whiles of the lion’s 
vokie, to bring about hk ends. Sometimes he tried to 
dvtfvr^him to court, offering him the moft honourable 
enyloyt there, perfuading him to accompany the Ca« 
king in his voyage bito Catalonia. But the duke 
knew faow to defend htmfelf againft the fnarc, and time- 
ly vdthdec# to Villa Vimofa, the ordinary place of hit 
mkadtf tUid whence he excilTcd himfelf fiom going to 
Madrid; fothttimea for 0ra(t he had not Efficient to bear 
his charge* necohluig to iaa quality in fuch a jbutney, 
ahid SNikaf whiles in other pretences, With which the fa- 
vourite Vitffce wts oMiged fo^ feem contented. Thop^ 
hoWsaS^Mt; yet he frigned hmtfolf to be fotisiied, to put 
nr th^moft exqUliid piece' of poUcy he ever 

m ake i ifc of J r ^ ^ r 

Mm forty thoufuiid^iftoles, to ^uy.neeeffo- 
tlriH Bnhe time foitt him alfo the general com- 

mand of the trOops ill Portugal ; with order to come fo 
jyfoUfi^ sNfdasIkijill cohftAtc of the kingdom, to ob- 
foi*oe tte^nsstioffs^ef ^ Unkeii Provinces, which threab- 
eiunMpitn and FwAtugtl vridaa pawerfel fleet. But he 
hrtd* fo»t rite order D* Loptx d^OfliQi 
** Thou haft the ^onotrimnd of tfift* nava} army get |iBi- 
mdiiitcifHbefofcr MMtm ' Dorr Joao de Braginaa bat 
ordeiO foU&''"hslio IMBl itnter the 

USk^ mia immediately depart 
tq fkdig, wlt^e I ippoulted peo-* 
pte to cdnt«p^?tts Madrid.*^ ’ " ' 
roL L 
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Doh Lop^if catild not execute his eommiffion ; his 
Riihy was loft in the Engiiih Teas, and it was written in 
Itoven, thRt Don Juan fliould live and be a king. This^ 
^%ce having failed, the duke had recourfe to another, 
Hvhich was, to fend an order to the Duke of Braganza 
f 6 vifit all thi forts on the frontiers, where there were 
'^ftrift injunAions to detain him. But he perceiving the 
jprojcfl of the Spanifh tninifter, knew fo well to txcufe 
himfelf from undertaking this bufinefs, that he made the 
defign of his enemy to vanifh this time alfo, and got 
leave to retire to Villa Viciofa# Thofe who penetrated 
not the artifices of the court of Spain, were altoniflied 
at the accumulation of fo many favours and honours on 
the perfon of the duke ; affirming, the court had inten- 
tions of raifing him to the throne, or bringing him to thft 
fcaffdld ; in which laft they were not miftaken. 

OH^arez, who let flip no occafion of laying {hares for 
Braganza, grew the more^obfiinate by the difficulties he 
met with. He fent him a new order to raife troops, and 
to kad them himfelf into Catalonia, f<;)js< 1 !!rie chaftifement 
cf the rebels ; this 1 >eing ^of abfolute peceflity, faid he in^ 
^18 letters, for the upholding of tlie Spanifh monarchy, 
‘to whkh the revolt of this province caufed great mif- 
cliiefs. ‘ " 

The duke obeyed in purt ; he railed a confiderable 
‘number of troops atHs own charge; but he took care 
^f his own perfon. He wrote to the .court tq excufe 
hitli from that voyage^ and added to his excufes moft 
eai|ieft prayers; reprefentiog, that being fick of the 
^rkl, te had retir^ to^ hit Own eftate,.U* kad there a 
^uiet Nfe,^iEreet from the veaatiODS of bufinpls ; which 
obliged.<him^to entreat, his CatboUc Msljefty to*gnuit him 
that reft, wfaich^was the only thing he dcfiM* ^Tho . 
Duke de Braganza^s letter drew no anfwer from the 
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Spanifh minifter ; but his dcfigns were difeovered ; and 
the nobility forefeeing how likely they were to be brought' 
under a more ftridl fubje£lion, began to murmur, laying^ 
it was their duty to rid themfelves of thefe oppreflbrst 
who had folong peeled them, and fet up a new form of 
government. The poor, who fuffered moft by the tax- 
es, were the boldeft, and encouraged the reft* Some 
were for fetting up an ele^live king ; others propofed 
the ratfing to this honour the family of Braganza,, who 
alone feemed worthy of it. Some there were who were 
for putting themfelves under the domination of France ; 
and other perfons of credit among the people were fbr a 
democratical government ; and others again were for 
turning the kingdom into a republic. 

The nobility were in great perplexity in the choice 
they fhould make ; for it was not known whether the 
Duke of Braganza would receive the crown, in cafe it 
was offered him again $ for the .moft qualified perfons of 
the kingdom had propofed it to him. 

There was none but D. Gafton Cattique, a gentleman 
as eloquent as ftout, whom Heaven deligned for the per- 
fuading of this prince, thjt could accomplilh it. He 
pretended to fight a duel whh a nephew he bad $ whom 
having ilightly wounded, he left Lifbon, as a man that 
had brought himfelf into danger ; and wandering about, 
from thence, unceitain, as it were, of the place of re- 
•treat he would choofe, he went at length to Villa Vi- 
ciofa, where having found Braganza in his folitude, 

^ thus fpake to him : ^ 

I bring thee this day a crown, which the nobility 
of Portugal prefent thee ; and if tKoui haft the courage 
to rcccive'it, we are ready to put it on thine head. This 
kihgdom belongs to thee, as the undoubted bqir of our 
natural and lawful princes. If thou accepteft of the 

L 2 
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itrowni the kingdom jnftly belongs to thee ; and If then 
dau^eft not receive it,^ we will choofe another fovereign of 
g^ter reroltrsioni and who ia willing, to comm and us. 
The fcepti^ ihakes in King Philip’s handy by •reafon of 
dte wars made agaipft him from aU parts. Confidery if 
thou receivcfl4ot at prefent what fortune presents theey 
thou wilt be obliged againft thy will to obey another ; 
Neither the nobilityy the dergyy nor the people^ will any 
fuffer the arrogance of the Caftilians. It belongs 
to thecy at prefent, to declare, Whether thou wilt reign, 
and be a happy prince. AQ ithe faithful Portuguefe 
breathe after thee, and defiit thee for their fovereign. 
Refolve to accept of what Is fo advantageous, and let us 
alone for the executing cf our ports.” 

Don Juan anfwered coldly tq fuch a bold propoitiion ; * 
more affrighted at the peril there wOs ia fuch an enter* 
prifty than fiattered with the hopes of pofleffing a 
dom. 

But in another conference, wherein the duke was told, 
t!he confpirators were refolvcd to raife on the Uirone an- 
other king, if he came not to a fpeedy refolution ; tlie 
dutchefs his wife, who has a man’s heart, and is more 
courageous than her bufband, coming into the coftverft- 
tloii, thus {pakc to him with great afftnwnee x 

« My lord, the Catholid king has feht for thee again 
W court ; at Madrid thou wilt certainly meet with thy 
8tatlH and in receiving the croWn which is o&red thee, • 
fhou art dill in danger of it; but if thou' muft periih, 
vrhIch|Way foever thou tiimcft thyfdf, is? it not more ho* 
nourable to die a king h thihe 6Wn country, than to dk 
in chains ih a piifdti’fif the hands of thine entmy 
" SdcouragcdUs a difeothfe brought Don Juan to a refo* 
liltJon ; wifertforc he' fent Word to the natsffityv of Bis 
retidihefs^ 10 toinply whHihem. ' - . . 
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The confpirators were ready at the hour appointed for 
the execution of their ^ defigu ; being well armed^ an^ 
tach of them accompanied with a good nunibet of youhg 
menf who were to follow them, although they knew not 
the (lehgp. As toon as ever the fignal given# they 
all fet forth from the places where they yv/ere affembled ; 
and thofe tlmt were farthefl diilunt joined the ncareif, and 
all together foon poflelFed theiTifelves of the palace of 
the vice-queen ; they immediately made themfclves ma- 
Acts of the guard, finding no refinance from them, and 
this without fpilling a d|pp of bloc>d, or doing any vio- 
lence. They afterwards cried out all together, Long 
live the new king, Don Juan de Braganza, and let tj^en^ 
die that govern ill.*' They fieized on the vicc-queen^ 
and entreated her to retire into an apartment, where (he 
(hould be treated with the refped: due to a princtfs, bu^ 
obeyed as having autbori^ to command* tbem* . 

Vafconcciliy who knew himfclf faulty, and to whom 
his confcicnce reproacHed^hift c^unez, in tliis moment hid 
blmficlf in a great prefs, under an heap of papers, whese 
having .been difeovered by aiitold woman, he had imisei: 
diatdy his tliroat^ cut, and bis body thrown out at, h 
window ; where he fervedTor femie time a May-game to 
the people ; who left not one part of his body free firom ^ 
£>fne mark of their in^nation. 

One of this miniiler's domeitics threw himfelf out at 
the fame window his mafter was thrown ^ not in a defign* 
of following his fate, but of faving himfelf ; and he dte^ 
withouuits being known whether it was by his fall, or 
the mufitet ihot which he received. 

Tlie confederates with as little ieized on the 

galleys and other veffels in the ports, whente they drove 
the Spaniards They afterwards commanded the tied- 
qyLQCn to retire. This princefs thought (he ought on this 
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occafion to infift on the greatnofs ' of her birth ; flic 
threatened the confpiratorfii and afterwards flattered them^ 
aflufjiig them of the clemency of King Wiflip : She fet 
before them the greatiicfs of his power, and forgot not 
to fpeak of the authority of his favourite, who mufl; 
heeds be much offended on this occaiioii ; exaggerating 
the offence committed agaiiifl: her, both as a princefs, 
and depofitory of the Catholic king's power. But as 
w’ell her promifes as her threats were in vain, and (he hcr- 
felf was at length glad to accept conditions from them, 
who a while before, by connjyance fh>m the prince, 
might have ei^cuted an abfolute power. 

In eight days time, all the CalliHans were fubdued, or 
driven out of the kingdom. All the forts were furrcndcr- 
cd without any trouble to the new king, except the' 
caftle of St. John ; which having made feme flight refin- 
ance, was fold for forty thoufand crowns by the gpver- 
BOi*. ' ’ 

The Duke of Braganza aipp&red immediately after- 
wards in' the city «df Liibon, where the people foon (bow- 
ed the aifedlton they had for him ; the prifon doors were 
Td! open, andaU poor debtora freed,' and a great part of 
the tates'^taken off. Such ail aftonifliing fuecefs was at- 
tended with whatever miglit fet forth the joy of the peo- 
ple, who folemnized th<! with the found of trum- 

pets, and the noife of the cannon, and by fliouts and ac- 
clamations which reached up to Heaven, whom the For-, 
(uguefes thanked for the liberty which they believed they 
had recovered. This event was ac^jompanied , with fo 
many ^miraculous things, that the wifeft as well as the 
vulgar Were perf^iadedj>'it was inacked iii Heaven fiom 
all eternity Vf the finger of God. Tbd^krgy, thcvno- 
bSity, the citizens and peafanti^' whre^profufeiiiinvthair 
liberalitieil^ on this occafion, to give ' their new ^ fovereign 
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ample maikA of their af&Aion ; and even the p(|or hid 
their mifcry, that they might not leffen the public joy. 

The Spaiuih veflHs which returned fiom the new Woildr 
which then entered into the ports of Portugal, remained 
at the difpofal of the new king^ the pilots jiot knowing 
what had happened ; fo tliat the coffers of the prince 
were filled thereby (as it is faid) with fome millions. 

Tlie king was exalted to the throne in the lad moon 
of the lad year ; and wife people do hope he v\ill reign 
very happily, all the planets iieing too well difpofed, not 
to make him finiih his r^gn with the fame foitune as he 
began it. 

The vigilant Portuguefes have ordered out fcveral veC- 
feh filled with good foldiers and neceflaiy provifions, to 
feizc of places and ports which this nation poflefTes in 
the new world and in the £ad Indies \ and it is to be 
fuppofed they will meet with good fuccefs, if fortune 
prove as favourable to them in America and the Indies^ 
as (he was to them ki Europe. 

^s foon as the Duke of Braganza was proclaimed 
king, .he fent manifedoes into all parts^ and difpatched 
couriers and ambalTadors to give advice of his promotion 
in the courts of France, England, Holland, Swedeland, 
and Dcamark» it is not to be imagined the joy v^hich, 
tlus adventure gave tw Uie Catalonians. The king im- 
parting to them what had happened, offered them alfo his 
af^dance ; and thefc people anfweved him with the fame 
offers. And this is the end of fixty- three years of the 
defpotic authority, wiiich the Spaniards have cxcrciled • 
on^thc Portuguefes. 

The news of fo itrange a revolurion having been ca> 
vied unto Madrid, hear, and eonfider welt the unhappy 
^Mnditinn of the Catholic king', to whom his favourite 
f declared this news. 

>-4 
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faid he, i come to rgotce with your ma- 
jefty at the good news I bring. Your majefty la now be- 
come mafter of a conlideraUe dutchy. Dan Juan de 
Bragatiaa has had tlic boldnefs to make himfclf be pro- 
claimed king of Poitugdl ; haft thereby fallen into the 
dime of loafae majeftatia : All hia eftate belongs to you, 
and devolved to the crown, and his perfon will foon he 
in your power.*^ 

^ Don Juan waa fon to Theodofiua Duke of Braganza, 
^grandchild .to Donna Cathanna, who was the daughter 
of Don Duarte, brotlier to IJenry King of Portugal ; 
and Philip II. King of Spain took away the crowp from 
this Catharine, to whom It is faid it did rightly belong. 

The titles he aflfucoes^ are, King of Portugal, of Al- 
garyes,. Afiic on both fid^s of th^ fca, Lord of Guincy, 
jpf the nanrigation and commerce of Ethiopia, Arabia, 
Perfin# and the Indies. 

This ndw king is not above thirty-ieven years old, of 
a middle ftature, but well prppoitiooed ; his face mark- 
|rd wiUi fmall-pc^r his kair ioclmmg to yellow^ an 
jiquilhie aofc» high forehead, Kvely eyes, bts^mopth in- 
.dsifrjrent ;^t, and a mafouline His carriage k 

grave, great modefly in hia clothes, is texnpmlc 
,in hjs diet, afFable to all forts of people, unlefr Haves and 
filch as he believes are hypocrites $ and his common word 
is, ** That mean clothes idll keep out the cold, and or- 
dinary meats fatisfy hunger.” 

This prince is not much verfed in hooks, is of an 
hWthfol eonfiitution, )ovea laborious exercUes, cfpecial- 
ly hunling, wherein he is never tired. He is aUb mu6- 
caliy given, and folighl of ketd, that there aiv few pco- 
pjc can outwalk hinu 'He i» wont to go, to bed late and 
^ early, as fmowing that ileep docs take off mn^h front 
man’s liife ; and to complete his bappinefr, be has dil* 
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drcn of both fcxcs. His wife is a Spanilh lady of ex- 
traordinary mcHti to whofe marvellous courage and, good 
qualities he owes his crown. 

The kingdom of Portugal contains one hundred and 
twenty leagues in Icngthi forty in breadth, and has ft- 
vcral millions of fuhje^ts, comprehending^hofe in the 
two Indies. It has three hrchbiflioprics, and eight bi- 
fhoprics, keeping ordinarily forty velTels, which find ports 
in eight places of the country. They can maintain thirty 
thoufand foot, and feveral regiments of horfe. The re- 
venue of this kingdom may amount to twenty millions of 
gold, reckoning in tlie ciches which . come from the In* 
dies, Brafil, Angola, and feveral other iflands. 

The French monarch will hold a good intelligence 
with the Houfe of Brnganza ; England will enter into 
an alliance with her } the pope will concern himfelf on 
neither fide ; the emperor, united by blood and intereft 
to the Spaniards, will be an irreconcileablc enemy, but 
unable to do them any hurt ; and the Hates of Hol- 
land w'ill find greater advantage than all others in this 
ft range revolution. Thefe are the {eniiments of thofe 
that pretend to penetrate into the future, and to know 
more than others. And if it be true that this new fovc- 
reign has had, as all men in his place would have had, a 
fecret dcfire of being king, he has fo well concealed his 
ambition, that it is to be fuppofed he will prove a moft 
judicious prince, that will uphold his authority more, 
by his wlfdom and prudence than by force. The juft 
God cut ihort the co^irfe of his ill defigUs, fhould be have 
the courage and dcfire of revenging one day the d|2fth of 
his predecelTor Don Sebaftian^on the* faithful muflulmans 
of Afric. 

Thou wilt find, invincible Vifier, the faithfol and re« 
ftfid' Mahmuf ^v^ys ready to execifte the ordets 



2$0 


W^ITT£K BT 


Vol I. 


which thou fhalt fend him for the emperor’s fcrvice ; and 
ready to obey the leaft figns of, thy vlftorious hand to 
deaths whether natural or violent. 

Parle, 15th of the 3d Moon, of the Year x64i* 


XXVI.— 7i EMGORuti Emir Mehemet Cheik, a 
Man of the Law* 

HTell me this oucc, whether thou beeft alive and at li- 
berty; and whether thou doll really love me, or only, 
pretend it* My friends return fto anfwers to my letters, 
which makes me Ilrangely ignorant of all things ; I know 
only by conjedlure that which is never fo little doubtful ; 
and that which is certain cannot be known here truly as 
it falls out, as being related according to ppple’s paf&uns 
and interefts* There is no body dares write to roe freely 
what he thinks ; arul there are few that will inform me 
of .what is come to their knowledge, left their letters 
Ihould be intercepted. 

I know, very well we have a new matter, but I know 
not wdiether he be thought a more able prince than Amu- 
rath, and has the fame courage and fancy for war. The 
Chiaus that lately arrived in this court of France is very 
rcfcired to me, and makes a myftcry of every thing. 

Amurath is dead : Thofc who fay he wras cruel, yet 
declare him to be the mod dexteroiis, valiant, and com- 
pletcll man in his empire. The Chriftians are fools, who 
\f ill not hence gather, that our monnrehs moil certain 
maximi to reign with authority and perfeft fecurtty is, 

To make themfelves be feared, and not to be.lhy of 
fpiUing the bloodidf thofe who ferve them ill, who are 
(ufpeded by them, or may prove troublefome to them.’* 
Thofe ttdops of mutes which abide always in the fer£ 
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glIO| ready to obey the lead dgn of thofc give them 
orders, maintain, Increafe, and render formidable the Ou 
roman power ; for the empire would never be at* peace, 
but in continual trouble, (hould all the fons and nephews 
of our fultans be fuffered to live ; and we (hould have a 
who^^ nation of piinces, who would be Sways a-biting 
and tearing, and ruining one another by civil wars, as h 
often fecn to happen among the Chriilians. Whence this 
certain maxim is praftlftd, That It is better it (hould 
coil innocent perfons their lives, than not to deflroy thofe 
who may be faulty.*^ 

Indeed, I muft confefs, I knew not that Amurath hiin- 
felf killed with his own hands his own filler. Thou that 
knoweft the fecret of this tragedy cauft tell, whether he 
• was tranfported to that excefs, becaufc (he anfwcred with 
great haughtineifs to the fultanefs her mother, who le- 
prehended her on feme fccret love (Ixo entertained.^ If 
this be the cafe (he died not innocent, and I have a great 
curiofity to know the particulars of it*. 

But do not relate to me the unhap(^y end of his two 
brothers, Bajazet and Orcan, left thou make an old 
wound bleed afre(h. Poor princes, what crime have 
they committed, if their brother reigns ? Cruel king i 
How great was thy inhumanity, feeing they obeyed vrith- 
out murmuring. 

But Amurath was a dreadful lover, who tamed his pafi- 
^ fions with a poniard ; he ftabbed the moft beautiful of 
his fultanelles ; and for what reafon i The Chriftians par«i 
don him the blood of his brethren which he fpftt, qf hfs 
fifter, and of the brave Facardin, feveral vlfiers,*of hia 
friends', and fo many brave comnu^^ders, and illuftrioua 
perfons, but they will not pardon htm the death' of a 
^ftrefs; for they cannot conceive how<a prince, a muf* 
fulman, can play the hangman in fuch a delicious place,. 

h 6 









where be has nothing to do but to thmk of gmng his 
Ibve agreeable markf of ^ his paflion. But you will tell 
perhaps, fiie was fo bold^as to wear in his hgbt, flow- 
ers and perfumes which eame from his brother : It is 
certainly a great crime not to bbey thofc who have all 
power to command us ; but it is a greater crime fp by 
on commands, to have aa occaflon for cruelty. They fay,, 
a man which does fuch, an' aftion is a monfler, but I do 
not fay fa. ' ‘ - 

Inform: me what the new Sahan Ibrahim does, of his 
humour and inclination. It* appears he is ftill infirm, 
and ilupified*^wkh his long imprlfonment. What altera- 
tions has his entrance into the empire produced ? Will 
he be fanguinary as his.brother was, or gracious and mer- 
ciful ? ‘ ‘ 

Speak to me^onx^, my dear friend, with all freedom,, 
void of difguife ; is he aiAoroufly mclined i I much value 
fuch princes, for they are generally mild ; and this pa& 
fion foftens them, bow crud foever they may be , makes 
them liberal, and ftrangers to covetoufnrfs, that cruel 
monfter, wbicK clouds and fdlHes the brighteft vittues»-— 
How many perions are employed' to'cboofe fine women 
for tbe feragfio, IK) contribute to ibrdiim’s jileafure? 
Happy win the haudfoitodl Wbisef) of Ada bo. But the 
eyes of thts monarch will be made like other which 

' 'are not al wayraQured' With the j^reateft beanticR. Hence 
it is that we have fecn ia out empetor^S feraglio, hdies « 
' which furpalTed ib charms all' otlierS, and yet died vir-. 
jginti^ and negledlcd by tlilbfi to whofe pteafures they were 
Ucnfe<!ra!i!€C " ... 

The ChiauB has /«nly iitfortned me, .that TbraHtm ap- 
pears 6fteh dh horfebaefc in the dty, an^feems a juft 
nqd merciful prihee, and de^figns to make tlie ihephead' 
Haflein, prime yifi^-f he thit.was to bug tiic compa- 
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pion of his prifon« It is &id he oftetv made i^ his eps* 
ployment to divert Ibrahim his confinement^ by play* 
ing on his pipe» and. making him difcoucfes without art* 
and extreme innocent^ of what he did whin he kept 
Iheep. He toU ,uie alfo« that he often went for his d«« 
verfion on the Black Sea, to take the air^^and en/oy that 
liberty of which he was £o long deprived ; that he is alfo 
much.deliiglited with the reading of Greek bouks> efpe- 
iBially Xenophon and Plutarch ; that he is voy devout^ 
though not fuperfthious^ according to the Icumour of the 
devotees of our law^ who will have our fovercigns be im- 
placable enemies to the Chriilians* If thts be necciTary 
to falvatlon, to perfecute a religion contrary to ouis^ 
what will become of all thofe who are dead, and never 
did It ? I am of opinion, That true holinefs confiiU hi 
doing good, and living in charity with all men.’' 

The infidels with whom 1 live at prefent, for the em- 
peror’s feivice, whofe iubje^i 1 am, do glory in their 
ftriS. obfervance of this precept, which is in theii reli* 
gion, and they are happy if they keep it. But tell me, 
doil thou think our emperor is not like to have children;i as 
is already reported, and that lie cannot live long. They 
are n«t poly tbe idle pec^e that talk at this rate,^ but 
thofe whofe intemft obliges them to^ know who is to be 
the fuceeffor ; and of the fblideft think it wfil be 

the King of the TartarS|. and that thofe of the race of 
Mala Honkair wall excluded. . 

Thaa race is really lilpfiribus^' but ev|ery licidy knows 
not the rife of it. Tkb head of this family defeen^ fr&m 
Tameriatfe ; thou kaoweft the rdt| and I wiH uof difpute 
with thee about gcoealogves. - ^ 

Whatever paifea here Mo# is lo'linccrtain, that thou 
Anaycft accufe me of tnsprudeuac in difeoUrfing of thingi 
at ibisdiftaacei Itamhiai a father 
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by this time. Pray to God, who difpofes of thrones, 
makes races endure, or decay ; merit from him, by fall- 
ings and prayers, and beg of him, that he would give 
me the grace to live blamelefs, and die innocent ; that 1 
may enter with thee into heaven, and there enjoy thofc 
unfpeakable good things which are' referred for the faith* 
fuL ^ 

Love me, though difiant from. thee ; and let me have 
tokens of thy friendlhip, by ftealing fome moments of 
Icifure from thy ordinary bufinefs to w rite to me. 

Paris, 25th of the 4th Moon, of thc^Year 1641. 


BOOK IV. 

LETTER I.~7o tie Veneralk Mufti, Prince of the 
RcU^on of the Miffulmans* 

'I'he&e is now found in one man alone, whatever feve- 
ral perfons of great ingenuity could acquire by long ex- 
perience ; and this man is Cardinal de Richlieu, to whof«> 
reputation thou art no ilranger,^ He was deligned, hke 
thee, for the affairs of his churchy and dedicated to reli^ 
gion \ but he is not fo much employed about them, but 
that he applies himfelf with as great care to the afiairs of 
v^orld and it is he, who under the authority of the 
king his mafter, governs the siffairs of the French, I 
obey thee, venerable ipufti ; thou haft enjoined me, to in- 
form thee of the piuticular adions of this famous pre- 
late : But I ihall not fay much of him, it being impo£i^ 
Gbk toiathom himt He is the moR dexterous and fubtle 
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politician that lives in all the countries of the unbelievers* 
Tlie famous Greek Lyfandcr was never , fo cunning ; 
neither did Tiberius (how half fo much diflimulation at 
Rome, nor judgment in affaiis, as he ; no not in the time 
when he fet himfelf to remove his rivals, and take away 
all obdacles which might hinder his obtaining the cm* 
pire. He interprets all the doubts which arife in his re- 
ligion ; he is the arbiter of rewards and punidiments, and 
the king, who kuows his zeal and ability, leavts to him 
the diredlion of hib kingdom and people, which he go* 
\emb and leads as Jacob led the flocks of Laban. This 
cardinal wants only thc^ ait which this great patriaich 
had, to make men be born as he pleafes, as thib holy If* 
laelite made the fheep. ‘ 

There came fomc days fince a ptrfon from Germany, 
who went immediately to the palace of* this minifter, and 
fent him word by his captain of the guards, that the let- 
ter B was come. The officer was unwilling to deliver 
this kind of melTuge to his mafter, and therefore dcfired 
the German to explain this riddle ; but he only told him 
laughing, that the cardinal’s alphabet was like the fa- 
mous knife of Delph, which ferved to all purpofco ; fo that 
he need only mention the arrival of the letter B, and he 
would be underitgod ; wliich was no fooner done, but 
this German was privately introduced into this minilTer's 
clofct, where he had a long conference ; but 1 could ne- 
ver hear the fubjeft of it. 

He that by his 'word created all things, increafe thy 
health ; and make thy authority ever adnied and feared^ 
even in Rome itfelf. 


Paris, 25tli of the 4th Moon, of the Ye/jr 1641* 
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Ih^To thfi Rezs £r>£NDf, Pnncifal Secretary ef the Qt^ 
tman £,mpre* 

I COMB but now from learning an sklventure, which yet 
happened fonie days hnce \ but all things are carried on 
with fuch fecrecy in France^ that it is alinoll unpol&ble 
to know any thing before It is made public. 

There was apprehended here. In the lafl moon of 
ziunrv, ceitain rufiianS) in the habit of hermits, who were 
to afihlTinatc Cardinal Rich'ieu. 

nicfc wretclies confefled before the judges, as foon as 
they wcie put on the rack, thefr intention of killing the 
king’s favourite, becaufe he was no friend to the Duke tie 
Vcndofme,\\ho Is naiutairon to the deceafed King Henry 
the Great. This adventure has greatly furpriftd the court ; , 
each man fpeaking of it according as his intereft or af* 
fe£lion inclines him. The Duke of Vendofme’s friends 
have declared themfelves againft the cardinal ; and this 
ininifter’s creatures have much aggravated this attempt, 
to render this prince’s family more odious, and heiglilcn 
the cardinal’s reputation. But the Duke de Mercseur, 
the Duke of Vtndofme’s fon, rode immediately to Paris 
with the Duke de Beaufort, his brother ; the firft Incogs 
to confiik his friends, and the other to prefent him- 
felf to the cardinal, to obtain that their father might juf- 
tify himfelf befo/e the king, from the accutation laid 
againd him. 

The grandchild of Henry the Great has fiace defired ' 
to be confrcSited with the hermits, and has obtained it ; 
but hb departure at the fame time into haa 

wrought much sumazement. ^ 

Some fAy he ha/ taken an unwife courfc, and others 
tvg no; becaufe "he could not prudently expofe himfelf 
to the teftimony of fuch wretches, who would not Inatte^ 
what'they faid.* 
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'However* thefe hermits were publicly etecuted* anC 
their accomplicee arc not yet difcovered ; neither is it 
yet known whether any perfons of quality have had % 
part in the confpiracy^ which is not the iirV that liai 
been carried on ngainft this favourite ; and- it ib believed 
will not be the lad. He has a great many enemies ; and 
the abfoluie authority with wliicu he governs, by the fa- 
vour of his prince, will always raife him fuch adverftries 
as will either ruin his iortun^, or take awa) ids life. 

If I write not oftener to thee, thou oaglitcft not to 
think my afie^lion ever^he lefs. Set dovyii in thy regi- 
fter what 1 inform tiiee. Let me have thy frieudfiiip and 
proteSion in things which are juft, and change not (thy 
opinion of me till 1 am changed inyfclf> 

Paris, 15th of the 5th Moon, of the Year s 64 t* 


III.— To the Kaimacitama* 

Julios MazaJiiki, a man about forty-five years of 
a folid judgment, and incredible peofpicuity, of 
whole family- 1 know no more )uit that be is*or^inaUy 
from Sicily, and born in Italy, in the chief city of it, Rome, 
is lately introduced into this court. He has by his 
Aious carriage gamed tbf^ favour and confidence of Car- 
dinal Riohlieu | and be begins already to be employed 
in the moil importairt bnfinefs. Thofe who make re- 
fiedlions on the affairs of the world, and carefully ea|- 
mine the extraordinary talents of this Italian, ar^<<^er- 
fuaded one may expeft great things from him; yet, 
however, the beft way is not to bohafty in judging of 
the good or bad qualities of a ma He has already 
been employed in qnsdity of plenipotentiary of the King 
of Franctl in Piedinont, to negotiate an aocoanmodation^ 
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between all the princes of the Houfc of Savoy \ and he 
has laboured fo fortunately, that every body is aftonifhed 
that his hrft undertakings (hould meet with fuch happy 
fuccefs ; efpecially confidering the hatreds and preten* 
(ions between the Dutchefs of Savoy and hef h*“<5ther8*in« 
law. Thou mhyeft remember that I wrote to thee tliat 
the differences of this family were like to laft, and unlike* 
ly to^bc determined withoirt great bloodfhed, both of the 
French and Spaniards. But Mazarini, who is a moft 
expert courtier, and dexterous agitant, has ended this 
affair much to his mafter’s hon 9 .ur, to the fatisfadion of 
'the parties interefted, and the cardinal, who procured 
him this commtflion. He eftaUifhed the peace in Pied* 
mont, and^ an union betwixt the parties, by bringing over 
to the French intereft; two men who were enemies to it, 
who were. Prince Thomas, a captain of great reputation, 
and the Cardinal of Savoy, his brother, a perfon of a 
confummate policy, and an excellent foldier, though a 
churchman. 

It is mentioned in the .treaty, that thefe two princes 
(hall be received into the King of France^s protedtion ; 
that if the young duke (&s without chffdren, and the 
Cardinal marries, his children (ball be the heirs of the 
Hlate of Savoy ; and in defedt of thofe Prince Thomas’s^ 

It is moreover declared in the 'ftoic treaty^' tlwt the 
King of Spain (hall be fought to, lUJUcbiog^tthe liberty 
of the wife and diildreii of Prince Thomas, who are (fef-. 
'gained prifbners at Madrid i and he (hall be aUb foliclted 
to fu::jcnder the places he holds belonging to the Duke 
of Savoy; and in cafe the Catholic king^AalKnot re- 
*Sore them, andnl^'at liberty the wife* and chibdrui of 
this prince, be fiiem he obliged to ferve againff the &id 
king in the army of France. It is moreovor'inferted 
'nrong thefe article,* that the moil Chriftian King fliaU'*^ 
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procure a marriage to be made between one of the chil« 
dien of theTaid prince, with the Duke of Longueville’a 
daughter, who is a rich helrefs ; and that France fliould 
never make any treaty with Spain, without comprehend- 
ing the liberty of the princefs, and the afor^faid princes. 

Prince Thomas is now cxpeAed here ; and it is faid lie 
will command the army of France in Italy agiiinll the 
Spaniards, it being certain they will never ledorc what 
they have once taken, neither will they fet their piifon- 
ers at liberty. 

The king entertain 'ng^himfelf fome dayt pad with the 
ambaflador of a foreign prince, faid to liim thefe woids : 

** When the Spaniards fhall icdoie to the Duke pf ^a- 
voy the places they keep from him, 1 diall willingly 
difeharge myfclf of the burden of the government of 
thofe 1 keep.” And the cardinal has publicly expreif- 
cd hirafelf to this purpofe : ** That his maftcr’s defign 
was only to humble the pride of the houfe of Audria, 
and reduce it to fuch a condition, as that it*) neighbours 
might have no Inch great caufo of ftai from them ; fee- 
ing Icaft tnotion of theirs raifed alannf, among them. 
That his endeaPoura were not laid oul in aggrandizing 
the dominion of France, feeing the bounds of it were 
large enough already ; lus •intentions being only to jdy^ 
h!b fovercign the laft pti^)f of his zeal and afitdlion, by 
leaving the kingdom in a profound peace, which might 
make his majtdy beloved of bis neighbours, and feared * 
by thofe who art jealous of his greatnefs and po.wer ; he 
being heieby the arbiter of Europe, and reignin|^ofe 
abfoiutely by ibis means, than if all their eftates belong- 
ed to liim.” What 1 have written^ to thee, happened 
fomc time finee } fa^t what I opilVo inform thee of, 

quite new. , , ^ 

We have an account, that the princes of .Savoy have 
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not kept their word with the Kidg, Cardiari Richlieu, 
and Mdza«ini; and defigns are now taking in hand tb 
puniih f/) great an affront | and thcfc are bufied in thoughts 
of revenginnr a widow prineefa, who lus been fo long 
forced to behold bloody tragedies in her houfe* by the 
wai3 winch llie j»nncts of the blood make continually ^ 
Hhe.tin Itrangers do interift ihcmfclvcs, who ruin tlie 
eftdtes, and keep them up in perpetual difcord. 

This bulintls will caufc new troubles in Italy, afidT 
tliou (halt thcielore not fail of intelligence of^the particii- 
hre». However, the princes of Savoy are blamed by all 
the world, and charged with want of fmeerity. But this 
being almoft a rule amongft the Chriftiansy “ to obferve 
their word no longer tSati* they find their advantage in 
2 t thou needeil not therefore much wonder at what 
thefe princes have done : Whereby thou wilt know, that 
a mean inlereft being the motive that feta them at workf 
and which is alt their rcafon of ftate ^ he that will one 
day equally judg^ all the world, and can overturn all the 
univeife in lefs ume than he created it» will deftroy the 
little powers of thefe weak pdltticiana^ wlio aeknojwtedgie 
the law of the Nazarite, to the itnnxirtal glory of the 
venerable and hoty name of the faithful muflulmans. 

-Tans, 25 th of the 5th Moon, of the fear i64Z« 


IV.— To Don£t Oglou. 

I' ivfv forget myfelf, if I forget thee ; but thinking 
often on myfelf, I cannot forget thee ; becaule thou art 
my fecond fclf. Be^perfuaded, 1 fpeak my heart, and 
Uiat I have no defign but that of loving thee, that 
tliou mayeft anfwer me with the fame affeftion | for I de^ 
fire thy happxnefi as 1 do my own.. 
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lam cndeaTOuring to procure thee the eoxiiitlence of 
the iDTincible Vilier Azem, without his perceiviog my 
dtfigji ; and this is the heft manuer I could dcvifc of do- 
ll^ It. Thou (halt pretend to receive from fome friend,, 
which thou (halt leave at Palermo, the memoirs which I 
fend thee with this letter ; and it will not bT diificult to 
make it be believed, thou holdeft a correfpondence in this 
town of Sicily, confidering the time we have lived there 
together during our flavery. 

The auguft vilier, who ruleyt and. governs the empire 
under the orders of the mighty and dreadful potent 
tatt of the earth, wxU receive by this ordinary, an ample 
information of extraordinary events which have ha|>peii* 
«d in Ponugal ; and I have aifo informed him of the 
ftrange revolutions of Catalonia, which do much wcakeit 
the ftrength of Spain, and notably mortify the pride of 
this haughty nation, 1 have made known to him, that 
Portugal has already made choice of a king, and that 
Catalonia is departing from her allegiance. But I have 
given him no account of the choice memoirs which I 
fend thee ; with which thou xnaydl make advantage, if 
thereby thou canil had the way of introduemg thyCelf to 
the Graihi Vificr, , 

Thou mayeil then fay to this great miniAer, that thnsi 
haft received the rnemoit's thou prefenteft him with, and 
affuTC Ifflh fhdu haft thmflated' them 6ul of the ItaBith 
Jnto Arabic 5 and thou muft tnanferibe them with thine . 
own'hand, that they may not appear to have c^ene from 

The King of Spain, Philip !!• died of a lhameful 
dUeafe, which happens only to bafty^ople, which ap- 
peared a chaftifemete from ^heaven, for having,' ISce Da« 
yid, numbered the people which dweU iii the countries 
&bje£f to him, to make known to all natioiis the gteat- 
nefs of his power. 
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" It is certain this monarch reckoned as far as 750 cities 
ere£led into bifhoprics ; therein comprehending 60 arch- 
biihoprics: That he had abbies ii40o» chapters 9230, 
as many collegiate cathedrals; parlfh churches 127,000, 
hofpitals 4000, confraternities 23000, congregations of 
fcciilars 2300, houfes of entertainment for pilgrims 3000, 
46C00 convents of religious people, and of virgins 13500; 
with 15200 chapels wherein mafs is faid, as well in pub- 
lic churches, ds particular houfes and prifans. 

And after an exa& fearch, this king found, that to 
ferve fo great a number of cl^urches, monail cries, con- 
vents, hofpitals, and chapels, there were 12900 religioud, 
monks, prieils or clerks, amongft whom there might be 
found 12400 priefts, which celebrate what 'the Chriftians 
call the mafs. And to maintain fo many people, it was 
computed that the revenue-for this amounted to 3,000,000 
of Roman crowns, without reckoning the alms which 
were diftributed every day,, which amount to the fum of 
4,000,000 of gold. 

The curiolity of this prince went farther ; he would 
know the number of all his royal oHicers, govepiors of 
provinces, towns, caftles, and citadels ; and, in fine, of 
all officers, as well of.fea as land, judges, juftigarlcs of 
^^kinds, and of all thofe who had patents from liim or 
his viceroys ; and he found they were 83900 who were 
employed under letters feaUd with his hand, and 360,000 
who had them ligned under liis principal minifters. , 

He know the number of perfons that 'lived 

in Hates, leH he (hould become too proud, and to 
pi event his fall, faid he, into the fin of David; which 
he yet could not ^void in his own perfon, as I have al- 
ready faid, Godr having fpared' fubjeds, who had 
otherwife fufficiently fufferedk ^ 

One ma) now fay, that this puifiant monumchy begins'" 
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to be diftmembcred by the lofs of fo many provinces, 
kingdoms^ and places; and that Philip IL knew not 
the full extent of his power ; Philip IlL knew not the 
greatnefs of his forces, nor the nches which he polTefles, 
becaufo his miniilers governed him ; and Pl^p IV. not 
ieeing when he might fee, could not fee at lafk when he 
{Would. 

1 think I have laid enough to thee to be undcrilood. 
Do now what thou canft, to make thyfclf underftood 
by perfons to whom thefe advices may be agreeable or 
profitable ; and if thou Relieved, the knowledge of thefe 
things may be acceptable to the invincible viiier, who is 
one of the lights of the worl.d, endeavour to procure tjie 
favour of this great man, who governs all the faithful, 
* and to whom the Divine Alcoran ferves for a law. 1 
embrace thee, and cordially kifs thee with the Ups of my 
foul, if a man may fo exprefs himfclf. Adieu. 

Paris, of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1641. 


•• V.— To the Invincible Vi s I e a Az e M. 

X'he pofts which came fome few days paft here, have 
brought ill news. One of the king’s armies has bee^e- 
feated by^n army compofed of foreigners ; at the he^"" 
of whom was a prince of France, and feveral malcontent 
lords who foUowed him. This lofs has much aiHi£led the 
court, and Paris feems to be thunderftruck. people 
difeourfe and argue hereupon according to their dif^rAt 
humours, moft making the lofs greater tlian it was. But 
thofe who have lofi their kinsfolk threaten revenge; 
and only thofe^ithat have heard of^c death of their 
^ friends arc filent, becaufe their grief is above exprellion. 
But aU in general appear in fuch a couftcmationi as would 
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roAc ft man imagine tUs ftrokc 19 irreparable a fo true it 
iBf that loffea are mfufferable to thafe that ace not ac- 
cufiomed to !«>&• 

One would think, to hear the French tatk^ that the 
Spaniards are already at the walla of Parib,. and that thefe 
rebellious princes are ready to gire an affault tto tbia 
great town. They have retired into a place which thep 
fay ie impugnable, and whkh bclmiga to n Freimh lord, 
which place is called Sedan, and it is not hr thento 
where this bloody battk waa- fought, wberciu the king^s 
paUy were worlled ; but die o^lconicnta are much a£- 
flidted at the lofb of their generid, who was Inlled in the 
heat of the fight. Some fay.be died by treachery $ othera 
by the enemy ; and theiie are who afilrm, that Cardinal 
Richheu got rid of him by means of an alTaffin^ whom ' 
he errtertainecl in his troops : Others sdia fay hci 'killed 
himfclf, by lifting up the yiaor of his hdmet iikb his 
piitol, which djfchaigcd itOdf : Howevcri thcrc^s dead 
in the perfon of this piince, a prince of great valour. 

I fliall make thcc a recital of this adventure ; I fhall 
learn thee the motives of this war ; inform thee who 
were the malcontt nls, and tbeii qualities ; and, in hne, 
by what cabals this tempeft is laifed ; that thou mayeii 
knsjr, gr€«it and pi incipal prop of the Ottoman .empire^ 
that ambition and jealoufy caufe diCorders in Franoe, as 
well as in other countries. 4 

JLewis de Bourbon, Count de SoUTuas, Wat a priiicf<of 
the blog^^ he had fuch a fieveenofs iu kis ijynufiK as 
dH)a^^ay all fiom KiiUt who puce came neon him ; but 
haying got ovee this huaopur, wbkh, difulsiligsdb<«vppf 
body, he became popular, and fo coufttcam, uiiir lit was 
now followed ;it i^dch.faa Aafoxz^ He 

ftfed the nobilitj^^ps beciinp* |]|afff<i;uidit)r^.had iieqiiiied 
*tlie friendfhip of other princes, aiidwt(u>fc of iufcarick rank 
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could nut enough admire him. He was adored by the 
foldicry, beloved and efteemed by the people ; and he 
had, in a word, fo behaved himfelf, that he had gotten 
the general ap]^laufe. 

Cardinal Richlicu has a niece named Madam de Com* 
balety who having been married to a gentleman, afpired 
to an higher match, feeing all things to give placei and 
humble themfelves before her tincle. 

The cardinal defigned by the marriage of this niece, 
to procure faimfelf fuch a puifTant prop, that nothing 
(hoiild be able to oveithrc^w his fortune, or oppofe his 
authority ; he pretended alfo, his life would be more in 
fafety ; and that fuch an alliance, with thofe he alread]^ 
liad, would put him out of a capacity of being ever at- 
tacked by any enemies, feerct or declared, w'hofe num- 
ber increafed as faft as his authority. 

Several a^irm, this pried had ambition enough to give 
an heir, who might one day afeend the throne ; when it 
appeared by the queen's barrennefs, the king could have 
no child to fucceed him. 

But tjic date of affairs being changed, he took other 
meafiJies; and .thinking of having the count in his aU 
liance, he caufed the propolhls of this marriage of his 
niece to be offered the prince, by one of his mod intl> , 
mate confidants, who offered him at the fame time 'con- 
fiderable fums of money, and dignities, to make him heir 
pf all his vad edates, and to procure him the greated of- 
fice its the kingdom, which is that of condablfi*^ 

The Count of Soiffon’s tnfwer to him that mad^t^he 
propofid, was a box on the ear $ being in an extreme 
palTton at any oae^s daring to offer him a match fo great- 
ly beneath him, whan Madam de Comoa^ was the wi- 
dow of a gentleman of meail condition, and niece to a 
/ Fol. /. M 
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cardinal whom he hated, and himfelf a prince of the 
blood. 

The cardinal’s melTengcr, detirous his negotiation fhould 
l^ucceed, was not repelled by tins affront. He infilled on 
the virtue of the cardinal’s niece, faying, flie would be 
courted by the greateft in France ; and added farther in 
commendation of this lady, that fhe was a virgin, al- 
though manied, becaufe her Imfband, out of refpefl, 
dared not approach her ; and that heaven has fo ordered 
it, that this adventure fhould be found written in the a- 
Tiagram of her name. c 

This minifter could not dilfemble his vexation at the 
refufal ; his cholcr became exceflivc, and he refolvcd to 
praAife his iifual maxim, of violently pcrfecuting thofe 
whofc frkndfhip he had fought with mod cagernefs.” He 
therefore wholly fet himfelf againfl this prince, fpake all 
the ill he could of him, publicly tlueatencd his enemy ; 
but he valued him not, looking on the cardinal as b-- 
Death his notice. 

In the mean time, the cardinal plotted to put his threats 
into cxecutiou, and brought the king in, to countenance 
• him by his authority ; whigh obliged the count to ab- 
fent himfelf and make a voyage into Italy, to avoid the 
ftuim he was threatened with- Yet his voyage laded not 
long, and at his return the cardinal did all he could now 
to win him ; be procured turn fuitable employs in the 
armies, and made him at length be declared general of 
the kiiij; fent on the frontiers of Piciddy. 
YctShis ha:Qghty prince received all with indificrency, 
faying openly, that a captain was given to the army, and 
not an army to Explain. 

' The grandc^'OT the court who obferved ffer off what 
pafled in this intrigue, inflead. of mollifymg the count’s 
humour, did aQ they coidd to fharpeo it. The Duke of 



Jtjook 1\' • 


A SFY AT FARTS. 


l6^ 

' r A 

Orleans, the king’b brother, who was always tin’s nuui- 
fter's enemy, linked himfelf with SoiiTons; exhorting him 
not to yield to the cardinal's purfuits ; and it is fald^ he 
drew a promife from him under his hand, tha^ he would 
never accept of the marriage propofed ; and they after- 
w'ards fwore fidelity to one another, and that they woufd 
join together for the dtilruAion of the common enemy ; 
and for this effeft they took meafures with Prince Tho- 
mas, of the Houfe of Savoy, Who is at prefent general 
of the Spanifh army in Flanders : They affo brought the 
Duke de Valette, and fc^tral lords of the kingdom, into 
their party, Almoft all the confpir^tors were for killin|^ 
the cardinal, ajid the time of the ftroke tliould be when 
te vifited the quarters of the army which befieged Cor- 
bie ; but the count alone would not confent to dip his 
hands in the blood of a prieft. 

But the Duke dc Valette, who faw the danger where- 
in he was when the confpiracy came to be difeovered, 
rcfolvoJ to (belter him ft If by the blacked treachery that 
could be imagined ; He difeovered to the cardinal all the 
accomplfces ; of which the Count de Soiffons having no- 
tice, he fpcedily withdrew to Sedan. I (hall not make 
thee (Invincible leader) a defcriptlon of this place, whiqh 
regards on one fide Luxenjburg, and on the other France, 
it not lying in my way to make draughts of fortifications 
like an engineer, but to give thee a full account of what 
tb’e infidels do, and difeover their defigns, whcic^fhou/ 
maye/T gather what may nJlake foi^ the ddvanSgeof oiip^ 
great monarch, \/hofe power cannot be ISiaken, but^ by \ 
the entire overthrow of the uAlverfe, ' 

Sedan is a dominion which forftierljrSeldngy to 
Dukes of Clcvc8,''wl\o%^li fiifcrcighs itnd at tile 
feme time Dukes 8c Bfduifion'. ' the coiult was 

this pTace? Hhougfit' Mfifelt ^fc j the de ' 

ai i 
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Bouillon, who was the mailer of it, by the teftament of the 
laft of thiBiamlly, declared himfelf of his party, cither to 
make war together againft the cardinal by open force, or 
drive him out of this kingdom, or to get rid of him by 
death. Here it was they made their fecret treaties with 
thofe who commanded for the Spaniards in the Low 
€ 0 ttntriea.; anda priucc. oi the Houfe of Lorrain en- 
tered into their cabal. He bears the cardinal as much ill 
will, and appears as refolutc as the reft for his deftruc- 
tion : He is called the Duke of Guife. 
jp There wanted only to this ptrty the Duke of Orleans, 

, the king’s only brotlier ; and therefore the Duke of 
Guife difpatched a npicflengcr to him, who fold in one 
f day both his n>aftcr and all the reft that were of the con- 
. fpiracy. He difeovered all the,lecrets of , the cabal ; and, 
the better to carry op l^is deceit, he caufed himfelf to be 
.^apprehended , and thrown j into, prifon, having 'given his 
^ifpatchcs to the king> brotb^, which be liad before 
Slowed the cardinal^, traitor was not' contented 

K with revealing thefe gentlemen’s fecrets yvho had feht 
,,bim ; but alfo made it appear that, the prince, the king’s 
blather, was ijuilty as an accomplice, of the dthtrs i'c- 
bcllion. Thus jbefe great men, grown dtfperale at the 
•^difeovery of their ^pr^eds, .whicfi were^ piec'd contrary 
. their fovercign’s ipterefts, and the kingdom’s, were 
|brced to tbrpw thcmfelves in!ko the arms of the Span!* 
.ards, and to join lyith. them. . ** • 

^ Tl!l!^^*4asve ,raifcd trpdps jimongft their yaffafe imd 
fnditds, and . openly declared tlicrofelves ; and fought vvith 
great valour^ as^l Have already mentioned in the tegin- 
Ipng pf my lettf The king’s army Iras been very ill 
handk4f advantage was wholly 

fin the coflfcjrteTatcs but it has coft the Count of 
SoilTons his ^fe, who was general and chief of the part;)^ 
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and it is at prefcnt difputed to whom is due the honour 
of the viflory. 

I proftratc myfelf continually at thy feet, to kifs, with 
all hiiinility, the dull of them, affuring thee thou haft Tn 
me a moll faithful (lave, that will never chaqige. 

Paris, 15th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1641. 


VI . — To So LYMAN, his Cou/ln^ at Constantinople* 

Pontius Pilate was an honefter man than thou. He, 
although a pagan, excufed himfelf of the falfc fentcnce 
he Ihould pronounce on the Chriftians Melfias, by 
ing his hands before the Jews who fought his death ; 
and thou that art a Mahometan, as I am, and wafheft 
thy whole body in the baths at Conftantinople, in the 
prefence of our fri^ds, accufeft and condemneft me 
ralhly without any fcruple. Thou ufeft me like a rogue, 
fo malicioufly art thou fet againft me, who am of the fame 
religion which thou profefTeft* How canft thou juftify 
the hatred thou beareft me, in endeavouring to make the 
Kaimacham believe I have been corrupted by the cardi- 
nal, who is the King of France^s chief minifter ? Add- 
ing, that he ought no more to heed my letters and rela- 
tions fent to the Sublime Porte (where lie pi^ftratc ’^all 
the powers of the world), as not written by an Arabian, 
but by a facrilcglous heretic ; that I deceive the mufti, 
fo j^enerable for the authority which he has in fuch ' an 
holy religion, of which he is the worthy IffiSSTf^nd jbat 
I amufe him by my letters, the better to conc&r'my 
change, feeing I adore in my heart, and publicly profbfs, 
an entire fubmiflion to the decrees ot the Roman prelate. 

The quality of thy coulin, which I ^aVe whether 1 
will or no, is fo far from withholding thee, that 'ft is 
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made ufe of to carry on tby pcrm'ci'oua dciigna. O, un- 
worthy krnfman ! infamous hypocrite ! Thou wilt difcre- 
dit me, and break off tlie courfe of my employment, be- 
cai^fe I fcr.ve effectually the greatcll prince of the uni-^ 
terfe. Thou approvedft udt only my conduct when I bc- 
gm my endeavours, under the ordcis of the miaifters of 
the Divan ; but thou applaudedft me, gave me praifes r 
And now> when all the miuiilers are fatisfied with roe, and 
approved of my behaviour, and gave me their commend** 
ations, thou art the only man who thinkeff it fitting to 
traverfe me, to ol^fcure my reputation, and biackeu my . 
aftions. Is this the fruit of th^^ fludics with Hippo at 
iSijtliens, to whom thou oweft thy knowledge of Creek 
authors, which thou fo greatly braggeft of? Anfvver 
me, unjull couiin, What is thy defign of having me called . 
away by thy bafe defamations? When did I offend 
thee, and wherein, I pray ? But thy artifices, how great 
aad malicious foever they be, will not prevail over th(; 
fioceiily of my^ heart ; and as I fkall always e^kaclly per* 
£prm my duty, lo 1 fear not the lo£$ of my prince's fa- 
vour ; he will approve oF what I do, and thou wilt die 
W^h envy and defpite. 

I needed not hive been nriff^ken I might, have feea 
thfj falfcnefb of thine heart by tliy couritcnancc.. Thou 
art an Heraclitus, always melancholy, and out of hu- 
mour, that cannot rejoice, Hiould. Heaven favour our la- , 
vlfcible monarch’s projefls. Thou art a falfe Zeno, ^ 
whp, under the affeded appearance of a Stoic, conce^'ft ^ 
a GxuicaPiKnHi whofe critical humour is always biting 
on^the\ifl:ions of others. Nature has covered thy face 
wijth fadnefs, mixed w’ith a deadly paltncfs, becaufe thgn . 
art always bufied «bbut fome doleful matter# In like . 
manner It appeajp, that Pytliagoras has inftruclcd thee to , 
fpfok little,! as knowing thou art not ill to fay or do any 
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thing but what is huitful. I know not wliat is becbm*!’ 
of Ifouf, having no account of him. I am afraid thou 
haft corrupted this my kinfman, that I might have no 
ally or faithful friend. Thou haft not failed to inilru^t 
him well, having given him fo good an example ; and be 
has, without doubt, been fo ungrateful as to imitate thee. 
He h returned from Mecca, and makes me no aufwcr, 
giving me no accouiit whether he has made the offering 
for me on the mountain, whether he has faciiliced the 
fheep, whether he has dlftributed the alms I enjoined him, 
and whether he will fend me, as I entreated him, a fmall 
piece of the old hangings of the facred inofquc. But I 
will not concern myftlf fo much at what others do, mT 
intentidn being to complain only of thee, becaufe others 
•offences are not comparable to thine, thou having not left 
one Hone unturned to ruin me, 

Continoe then in thine ill nature : I write onty to ac- 
quaint thee, that I am not ignorant of whatever thoU 
hall done againft me. There is nobody but edd Babu 
ihine uncle who can work a change in thee : Go to bim| 
be not afhamed to fee a man who is employed in the 
meaneft works to have more judgment than thCe : Show 
him the infirmities of thy foul ; or, to fpeak better, coft- 
fefs to him all the ill things thou haft done, if thou haft 
any intention of becoming an hoheft man. Although 
he be but a carpenter, he knows better than thee to 
form the mind ; he can teach thee how to polifb and 
iquaTiC thy foul as he polifties a piece of oak^^oggh ne- 
‘ Tcr fo hard and knotty. 

He is pcrfeftly inltruftcd in the law ; he is brought 
Tip in the principles of religion ; he will guide thee, if 
thou wilt fuffer him, in the way which leads to pcr^cc- 
tion ; he will not permit thee to lie ; he ihill put theeod 
snaking reftitution to thofe whofe good name thou haft 
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’injuftly taken ; and he will comfort thee, if thou becft 
really forrowful for the ill thou haft done, and if thou 
fhoweft any regret at thy former piirpofes of deftroying 
a kiiifman that loved thte, and Hill wiHies thee all kinds 
of happinefs, if thou repen teft of thy unjiift perfecutions, 
and if, of a bad coufin, v/luch thou haft been, thou wilt 
become a finccre and hearty friend. 

Paris, 20th of the xoth Moon, of the Year 1641. 


VIL — To DcjttT Oglou. ’ 

I SAY not that thofc are fools who are in love, but mull 
needs think that thofe who believe lightly, are not over-' 
laden with diferetion. It is hard for a man always to 
keep himfelf from falling into a paffion ; but it is not fo 
hard for a man to keep himfelf from believing things 
with too great facility, and from being caught with 
falfehoods, which are tMe moll conftant attendants of wo- 
men. 

< Thou haft fpoke the truth to me, in fending me the 
balm and aloes I wrote for ; and I lhall not^anfwer thee 
with lies, in fpeaking of Dana, who is the fubjedl of 
the letter which I received from thee. Let me thank 
thee, without faying any thing of the p refen t thou madeft 
me, which is very magnificent and acceptable ; and fuf-^ 
fer me to complain to thee freely of the hurt which^ano- 
ha8**3oRc me. I need not confult my regifter to 
remember whatever I wrote to tliee about this Greek ; 
my heart, which is yet full of it, reproaches me every 
moment for having faid too much to thee on that fub- 

jea. / 
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herb which Homer called Nepente, to cure me fof the 
cruel diitemper with which I am tormented. This pnoce 
of poets makes a queen of our Egypt to prefent this ad- 
mirable fimple to Helena, which has the virtue of appeaf- 
iqg immediately all dolours, and makes us forget the vejt- 
ntions and ofFejicrs olFc.cd tia. Biit thpii wdirnot 
(land me, unL^s I tell tlicc clearly, that Daria has for- 
gotten all the piomifes Hie made me, as foon as cver^ flic 
was from me, not remcr»hcring in any foit my love. It 
is t\ ue, flie wrote twice to me fmcc her departure, but in 
fo cuid a ftyle, it is plainly fecn her heart is as cold 
as ice to inc. As foon r!s ever flie fdw herfelf in the arms 
of her liuiband, flic made him a facriflcc of my paflion ; 
and the better to make her court to him, and perfuade 
bun of her fidelity, flie delivered to him my letters* The 
husband Luigbcd in reading* them, and faid to her, in 'a 
jeet to iT»e, “ A man then fo dcfpcratdy in love, has 
oujy iiglicd and wiot« ** He has done lomclhing mosc 
(icplicd tliis diflcmbling woman), having promifed to fend 
me a box of white balm of jMecca and aloes-wcjd, to 
pt rfumc me, which yet I do not cxpedl to receive foon, 
and pdhaps never ^ for if Mahnuit be not become a fool, 
he will as foon forget me, as I lhall certainly forget him.” 

And what haft thou promifed this^ barbarian replied 
imined lately the huiband. I promifed^’’ replied Daria, 
fond with my piilure that of the mod chaftc of aU 
WKunen ; which yet 1 do not pretend to do without your 
confent, nay, and command.” 

, What 1 now inform thee, comes frortrtP^^tTce wly^ 
makes me not at all doubt the certainty of it. Bdt hav- 
ing learned by what 1 relate, the virtue of this womans 
now hear what the hufband’s was^ v^ho having feen my 
piftorCf and commended the painter that drew it, em- 
braced te&4€rly his wife, whom he refpe^ed as a moft 
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fingular example of conjugal fidelity. Thou wilt won- 
dfiit at Daria’s wcaknefs in (howing him my pi(^ure ; file 
did do it, and her confidence has turned to account, file 
having received u thoufand chafte embraces for a rccom- . 
pcniOb Thou feefi: here the happinefs of the Chrlllian 
women, who have huibands who take fo favourably the ‘ 
offences dune them during their abfence. 

In the mean time, Daria’s piAure does not conic ; file 
returns no more anfwcrs to my letters, which has difeou- ' 
raged me to write to her for fome time. My pafllon be- 
gins not to be fo violent ; and this great fire which con- > 
fumed me will foon turn into affics. I have been mighti- 
ly mittaken, for it is only amongft perfons of an equal i 
conditu)!! where true and lafting fiiendfiiips are to be 
found. Let us love, my dear Dgnct, let the bouds of ^ 
our fricndftiip be fuch as will never break nor be dilToIv- . 
ed. Daria h really a great example of fidelity to her/i 
hufband ; but file is alfo an exttmplc of inconfiancy and' 
treachery to a loyer who had facrificed ail to her. 

I am refolvcd henceforward to love no woman ; and 1 i 
am ccitain, my dear friend, that my refolution (hall hold. 
Rejoice with me at my cure, nnd brjicve, that if a fine 
and charming woman difordered my brains^ the good hu- 
xnoiu* and patience of her huiband has brought me again 
to my frnfes. My adventure fhould make thee careful 
to avoid the like inconveniencies ; hut thou canfl not rpn 
that riilt,. being happy vnih the other muffulmans of Con- 
ftantinople, who have liws whiv h retain and hinder them * 
faTBpyiftivO ihc like irregularities. 

I hbpc alfo thou wilt give over being my rival, if thou 
hafttcver had ‘any kindnefs for this ungrateful Greek. If 
"men. mud' love once m their lives, let them have a care of 
falling into cxcefTes which deprive them of their 
sealbn, arndmiAt ^em repent of their love all the dayg 
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cf their lives. My repentance is great ; and though mf 
pailion be not wholly extind, yet 1 feel a joy which 
makes me knowi that I (hall by degrees loie my paiSoa 
for her. 

Thou mayeft well be tired with this long dHcourfc 
but I (hall end it, in fending thee a defcription which one 
of the greatcft wits in Spain has made of women. 

He fays, ‘ 'Fhey be the fources of life and death ; 
that they are to be confidered as fire, becaiife they ufc 
all that come near them as that clement docs ; ytt they 
give man a certain rttceffary heat : They are fine things ; 
bring jcy to families and \^holc towns ; but arc danger- 
ous to keep, enfiaming all that corner near them, and re- 
ducing them commonly into afhes. They ufually gwe 
great luftre, but this luftre is never without fuch a Imoke 
as darkens the underflanding, and makes them often (lied 
tears who only behold them. He that has no comriicrcc 
with women, fpends his life in melancholy, and yet they 
arc feldum feen without danger. The way to manage 
them is not to do exceflivc ihing»for them, no more than 
wholly to^ hegleil them. A man oft obtains them eafily, 
and commonly lofes them more eaiily. Fire and a wo-j 
man afe exactly the fame ; and he that faid women arc' 
fires which bum all things, has faid likev/ife, that hie i« 
Uke women, whfch c6nfurtieth all things.** 

But our religious Arabians have fpoken yet more ele- 
gantly, when they wtote, ** That God made a particu- 
lar p^radife for thciti ; becaufe, fay they, fhould they en- 
ter into that of men, they would (bon clffll^e'lt'^mtq^ 
htll.» 

Eve played her part fo well, when (he waft feduced by 
the ferpent in the terreftrial paradife| that (he deceived^ 
her fponfe alfo, that he might lie under thjg like cundtmp- 
nation. But, however, this (ex having, Bmodg'fa 
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defeAs, fomething that is amiable^ let us love them at 
leail bceaufe of their ufefulnefs for continuing the fpecies, 
but not for ijicir beauty ; whofe enchantments corrupt 
^ the mind, and hinder all the excellent operationa of it ; 
for men perhaps would be angels were there no women ; 
vl mean bad ones ; for good women^ as well as good 
men,, can do no hurt. Adieu» 


Paris, aoth of the loth Moon, of the Year 1641. 


VITI . — Ta CARCpA at Vmna. 

X*HE courier which is now arrived has brought me let* 
ters and money from thee, I (hall receive the money up-.^ 
on the bill of t^xchdnge, when it is (kie^ under the name 
of Titus. I am extremely’ obliged to thee for the t:are 
thou haft taken in procuring k being 'in. % country^ 
where good words are of noOreefe. d 'have received aU 
fa the box, wherein is the balm and aloes fenc me by my 
friend Oglou, all in good condkiofi* and come ia^ good 
time. 1 want only to kiiow how k h whh Ifpiuf ; for 
he writes no more to me* I am iuformed'jbe is returned 
from his pilgrimage, and yet has not Cent to thee what I 
deiired him to bring from Mecca. * 1 ' 

I will not complain of any body t if I do, it (hall . be 
of myfelf. Take care of the letters I fend thee, and Jet 
me know whether we may hope wicll from the Gi^and 
Signior, and what is reported at the court where thou' 
ag, anSTl'lh^ be aoy likelihood of making vrai sifrefli 
againft the infidels- 

My health is indifierenn I live here without fufpi- 
cion ; and though Cardinal Richlieu be an Argus, he is 
blind as to wh^t concerns me ; for he knows nothing of 
my bufinefs, or fe^ns fo^ at leaft ; jitither do I do ox 
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fay any thing which may make me fufpccled for an" ene- 


my. < 

I affure thee I love God, have a great refpcA for his 
law, and follow my bufinefs with great fidelity. If thou 
wilt have me do more, advertife thy friend gf it, whom 
thou hnoweft ; (how me the example, anfflive happily. 


Pans, i 2 d of the loth Moon, of the Ycat 1541. 


IX.— ITo Berber Mustapha, ai ConJlanUnople, 

E have arrived to^he end of the y^ar, whii-h the in- 
fidels folcmnize by bonefircs, and which I mark by an 
extraordinary fadnefs. 1 complain . not, in that Time 
making itfdf the niafler of my heart, will fooii begin to 
weaken it. 1 underltand the folly of thofe vows which 
(,nre made to Heaven for the obuining of a long life.— » 
.Tliofe that defiie it are wont to iruke contrary ones, 
when they become overwhelmed witli the infirmities 
j which attend for the mgfi part oM age. The occafion 
of my complaints is of another nature ; I am tioubled 
ah the being fa far from my friends and country, and at 
«ny, being baniflieJ into an enemy's country, where I 
znuft live like a man that is in continual fear, among peo- 
,|de who feem^to matter nothing. 

Thou art now above fifty years of age, and I not 
above two and-ihirty ; and yet I know thou refiedtelt not;^ 
much thereupon^ thiokipg thou haft ftill a long time to 
liv*e. Thou art df a ftrong conftitution^* avt a !ov^ of 
pleafures,fearching them everywhere without any thpughts 
of death, who will ipare thte no more than others whofe 
health is decayed ; for he comes, taking great ftn4e8 
towards us alL” Thou art very fortunate, I muft nefds 
fayi in conftning m a body fo near *6li age,, ,A7PW)g 
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man’s fpJrl f which is far from my difpofition ; for when 
thou art in parfu-t of divertifements, I am continualir 
thmkinj of death ; becaufe I believe I have lived too 
long. 

Should the k'fjp;, or cardinal, near whom I live, know 
lliis night, that Mah nut who writes to thee is one of 
the Grand Signior’s fp es, I fliould lofe my life, peihaps 
before the nexjt light : Yet the fear of fuch an adventure 
gives me no difqulct, having entirely facriliced myfclf 
ij the mailer I ferve, who commands all men on the 
earth. Should thefe barbarians put me to death, 1 fhall 
only finiih a litOe fooner that coltrfe which I mull cer- 
tainly one day put an end to ; and if I live, I fhall have 
neither, recompenfe to*expe« 51 , nor pain to apprehend. 

Here is much talk about the Duke of Lorrain j yet 
there has been more done againft him than faid. The 
Prdnch affirm, that in dripping this prince of his coun- 
tries, he 'has been very mercifully dealt wdth ; for juftice 
required more.' There - are, on the Ctmtrary, other peo- 
ple who do not believe it is poffiblc to do a greater piece 
of iinjullice. ^ In hue, every man fpeaks after his manner. 

It is faid, moreover, that this fovereign being- come 
again into the king’s favour, ^ho had given him a thou- 
fand tcftimonits of good wiH^ after what had paffed in 
1654, when' this court had great reafons' to' compkifi of 
his ccndufl, he drew down again afreft the indignation 
of France upon him, by a fault which cannot be excuf- 
ed. I think this duke had concluded ,l;wo' treaties tlvnf' 
yea%.4)romiriiig^ubmil5on and eternal obedience. He 
had the honour to dine with the king ; auid having ren- 
dered him hodiage for the dutelJ:j)r of Bar^ he again threw 
httnfelf into the arms ^ the Auftriahs ; although he had 
' firom' on the gofpela (srbook as much refpeAed atnongft 
die'Cbriftiaii^ us ths Alcoran isanidirg tlie true faithful 



that he would never forfake the interells of France, what 
wars Ibever (he might 4ind ; that he would be pcrpttiial* 
ly fixed to the jnterefts of .that crown ; and nt-ver hold 
any correfpondence with the Houfe of iVuftna. In co - 
fidtfratlon of whicli, Lewis ihould re*ellablifli tins prince 
in his ^ftatea, which he was to furrendcx entirely, bat ng 
fome places, and the capital, ed Nanci, wlixch he 
would retain during the war, as a pledge for the perform- 
ance of wdiat he had fworn to ; and which yet was to be 
given up, after the conclufion oi the peace. It is added, 
that tins fovereign having occafion to complain of the 
Spaniflt minifters, and flie grandees of this nation, who 
carry on .the war in Flanders, he had w^iittcn to the Cardi- 
nal Infant, governor of the Low Count-ics, a letter to 
thta vpurpofe, aird very near in thefe words ; 

{l^hc Ring of France having required me to join my- 
felf ,w>tU ,niy, troops to his army near i>edan, I would 
not" obey. this puifiant king, much lefs your highnefs, fee- 
ing towns, fubje^ to the Spaniards treat me as if I 
wciie,?^njenemy.”. >> 

ladies have had a great part in this accommodai* 
tion df the Luke of Lorrai.i ; which has had, like all 
th^ works, pf women, a direful event. This prince, be- 
ing, become. amorous of a French lady, was for repudiat- 
ing his lawful princeb, to whom he owes all his ellatc ; 
beginnitig to feparate-from her, that he might give him- 
felf entirely to the Countefs of Cantecroix^ whom he 
ufed as his real wife. 

Good people arc forry fpr this j^fincJTdiigrace, a^e- 
licving bis condition to be pad remedy. The devout 
part fay, that having been unjuHly deprived of his 
eilates, God will work miracles in *his favour ; confider- 
ing no Icfs than three hundred faints, they fay, have 
been of hia family, wbidtt mufL needareconcilc him to 
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the favour of Heaven | amongft which is the famous 
Godfrey of Bullcn, who won Jerufalern and all Palclline 
from the Saraceps ; whom vve mu^ own to have been a 
great man, whether we coikliJer bib courage or 7,eal for 
his religion, which ought to make his memory famous to 
all ages. 

I can tell thee nothing moie certain on this fubjev^, 
having endeavoured to be informed of what I wutc to 
thee to fatisfy thy cunofity ; and whatever I no.v recite, 
has pall i.T France with little noife, or ratlier with great 
lilcnce as to me ; for indeed I mull with lhame conltfsj, 
tliat I have Icarce heard in I’aris this event, fo faiy.pitg 
throughout all Kurope. c.j 

' Man has nothing but wh^t epmes frp^n heaven, and 
commonly the ftrongdt, haa right ^on his fide, 

fubdues the weak, and cniioheB jiimjtlf with his 
k By the law of nature, every irne h:is ..right of judg* 
ing^his own neicfliuvs, aod jthe grcativefs of the danger 
wherein he finds hinifclf; and if it be ccuntrary to lea* 
fon I ftould be judge of *my owp d^ingcr, it is reafejn^ 
able another (liould be fo. But the fame rcafon which 
eftabliflies another judge of what conccrnjuae, has made 
jme his judge j and confequently gives me authority to 
judge of the fentence which Ije ihall give again ft me, 
and to decide whether it be juft when it H favourable to 
unjuft, if it be contrary to my intcreftij. ^ [ 
j^^Nitture bps given all to men ; and and J, and aQ 

trien, have an equal right to all things hcfice we have 
praer to do wfRftever\v« will, jto poflefs and enjoy v^t 
we think U fitting ; and y<t fuch an eatqpfive right ia 
juft as if we had right to>iiothing ; Jor at the fame time 
I have right to a ‘fting which pleafes jne, another 
Aroager than njyfqjfi-^by virtue, of the feme right, takca 
^Jnom i&Q^aad.eiyoys it in i^te of me. Hence it ii^ 
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that one man invades another with the fame right with 
which he defends himfelf ; whence do, and will fpring up 
always, the occafions of jcidoufics and difeords which arc 
among men, w'hich make them at continual defiance 
-with one artother, and keeps them in a continual w'atch- 
fuliicfs over their neighboui b* 

It is this liberty founded in nature which makes it 
law^ful in time of war to refift and invade, not only by 
open force, but with all the ftcret aits and ftratagems 
that can be dcrifed ; and when a man would avoid the 
danger he is in in fi jilting, and has lus enemy in his 
hands, he’has a right to ufc all n^ieans to avoid him, and 
fecure himfelf from him. ^ 

Thou wilt approve of thefe reflexions, which /how 
thee the natural right thou haft of commanding me, as 
being thy inferior ; and I hope, by what I have written, 
to have fatisfied thy curiuffity ; and by my fubmiflion and 
obedience, to have given thee a proof of my profound 
refpeXs tdThec. 


Paris, 7th of the lad Moon, of the Year x64r. 


X.-— To Bjsokedin, Superior of the Dervifes of Cogny^ in 
NatoVia* • 

t 

Let me, rooft holy atid patient dervife, falute thee with 
my head bowed down to the ground, with the gfeateft 
h^unjility I ism able. 1 now write tn, tim e with my feet 
naked, without either hafe or fho^ as a mark of mj^re* 
fpeX and veneration which I have for thy old age, and 
the admiration I have at thy incOnuptible innocency. 

The kindnefs thou fliowcft me by the long letter I 
have received, has given me fuch joy as {.cannot exprefs, 
as makes me foiget my paft pain**, and hinders me from 
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thinking of thofc which are to happen to me ; for I can 
now willingly leave this world, having had fuch teftimo- 
nies of thy affeftion. Thy great age does not aftonifh 
me, feeing thy father, who is yet alive, is one hundred ' 
and feven years old, and thou not above eighty-two 
which makes me hope to fee a great while yet, both one' 
and the other, draw down by their prayers, and merit of ' 
their good adtions, the bleiGngs of Heaven on the glo- 
rious empire of the Ottomaas, to whom all the em« 
pires and monarchies of the world ought to fubmit. — 
The thirty brethren- who prefented themfelves to Selhn, ' 
to be enrolled in the troops which were to’ferve againft 
the Perfians, made the fatlier, who had them all by oni' ' 
woman, to pafs for the happieft of all the miiflulmans, in ' 
having the good fortune to beget fuch a number of the 
moft noUe fpecies in nature. But thou and thy fiither 
mod needs be more happy than this fertile parent. Thp 
father has fought and come out TiAoriooa from the per-* 
▼eifity of the age, full of fears and fufFerings, through 
the force of his courage^ the innocency of his manners, 
and hiS great fobriety ; and as to thy part, what haft 
not thou done to make thyfelf the worthy fan of fa gia-' 
nous a father ? Thou haft not only done what thy 
ther did before th^e ; thou had acquired the fame vir- 
tues, and haft fo far outdone them, that one may fajr, 
th((tt haft furpafied virtue itfelf. Thy ftrength is admir- 
abh in the midft of abftineticies, and other aufteritie* ^ 
which thou undergofit ; in which it is certain thou c^hft 
B0t<4)e imitateJT' But Vleaycn, to whom only thou liveft, 
wifi recompenfe in this World thy pure faith, which the 
enemy of mankind can never weaken* 

The ChnftianB fay, when God gave them the com- 
BismdmentB, he promifed long life to fuch only who per- 
fcftly h^BOured tbofe, who, under God, brought thcoa 
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into the light. If this be truci as it is very Ukelyi it is 
not to be doubted but that a long life is the rtcompenfc 
which God gives thofe who live well ; ;S^nd the Naza- 
renes, who are criticb, aiHrm^ that fin alone ib the caufe 
that men do not live fo long as they did before the de« 
luge, for then they remained fuch a while in life, as 
WQuld tempt one to think they were to have been iin- 
mortal. They fay> diat after the deluge, God changed 
the nature of men ; and inflcad of that gieat numLcr of 
years, which made up the couife of fo long a life, they 
cannot live at forthefi above one huaidied and twenty 
years, and that there are 7c>v which anive to eighty; and 
whatever is beyond this is mifery and torment, or a kind 
of fenfeleffnefs which makes men like beafls. 

1 know few people but wliat are agreed, one may cure 
or^mitigate the incooveniencies which Jiappea to ua ; but 
feyr are of opinion that life can be lei^thened ; yet, if ^ 
this be pofiible, we may then believe a ilory w'lrich is be** i 
lieyed here, and which happen^ the year pafi in Paris* , 

An ancient man went to a dervife of this great town^ 
and tliua accofled him, I am come, reverend Father, to 
know of you^ whether I may in good confcience deter- 
mine to live no longer, being quite weary of living ; 1 ^ 
have already arrived to the one hundred and twenty-nintk 
yev of my age, by means of a liquor whicli chemiftry haa 
taught me, whereby 1 did fcarce perceive from any thin|p 
I felt that 1 was going down ; yet, however, this long , 
life appears at prefent to me irkfom e an d intulerable.~ . 
My blood is fo purified in my veinj<^^hat*x have remain* 
ed .without any of thofe paifions where unto mankind ara 
generally fuljc6l. My tafie ferves me no longer to dil^ 
cover the delicacy of meats. My cars, although they 
be not deaf, yet will not let me diitinguilh true harmony 
from what is only a confufion o£ iounds.^ Mine eyef ' 
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ar^ open to fee, but are not cleared witjb any pbjeft. — 
My faculty of fmclliiij is ftruck with feents, yet they 
make no impieflion on it. 1 touch, but I fed npt what 
I touch ; and I touch all things indiifcrently. . Mine 
heart is no longer fenfible, nor afFe6lcd with tender,nets 
and paffion for my friends. Bile in me lias no longer its 
ufual heat. Joy and forrow, anger, defire of having, 
hope and hatred, are extinguiihed in me ; whereby 
I am become infenfible in conferving, if I may fo fay, 
all my fenies. I am refolvcd thcrcfoie to let myfclf 
die, provided yon can affure I may do it without fin ; 
for ftjould I remain two days without taking this preci- 
ous elixir, 1 am certain I fhall foon expire, and fo be de- 
livered from the vexation which overwhelms me/* It is 


faid that the dcrvlfeanfwered thisphilofopher, “ That he 
might not defire death, but, on the contrary, preferve 
his life ; and fuppofiog he made ufe of no fecret of ma- 
|[ic to prolong his days, he fhould believe that the mstr- 
vellous potioo, of which he bad found the fecret by hts 
ftudy and travel, was a prefent from Heaven : That it is 
true, he would be rid of a troublefomc life, but he could 
not procure the end of it without a crime | and that he 
was obliged to preferve it, to fuffer with greater fubmif* 
fioq the pains he complained of, which could not be com- 
jrarable to the pleafures he had received, by enjoying the 
gift which God had bellowed on him.’* 

I The Great God preferve thy days beyond thofe of thij^ 


philofopher, anj^s^orcompany them with whatever,, may 
give thee fatisSftion : But I befeecb him, above all things, 
tliat he may never let flip out of thy memory the promife 
thou haft made me| of having always a particular rcfpe<5i 
to thy fervant M^mut, who reverences thy holioefs. 


Paris, jfth orthc’tftMooB, of the Year 164^. 
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XL — To the Redoubtable Azbm. ' 

I MAKE thee an anfwer, invincible warrior, by whofe 
coitnfcls the formidable empire of the Ottomans is go- 
verned under tlie orders of the moil mighty of-tlie princes 
of the earth, and whofe arm is terrible to all the poten- 
tates of the worU. I have read thy letter, wherewith 
thou honoured the moft fubmiffive of thy flaves, with all the 
humility which is due to thy fublime grandeur, whereun^ 
to thy merit has raifed^thee. And having cail myfelf at 
thy feet in fpirit, feeing^ I cannot really klfs them, I 
obey the orders thou fendeft me, which al-e to me in- 
violable laws. i 

Bannicre, the SwediQi general, is dead. When Pico- 
lothini, one of the generals of the emperor’s army, lay 
juft by him $ in half an hour’s time he faved himfelf, thb 
army, all the baggage and caniionv retired with inf- 
credible fwiftftefs over mountains and forefts,' where tbfe 
^beafts' alone could make palTages, having continually the 
^'Emperor’s army at his back. He was a man of great *V9- 
4bur, had been highly fetvfccable to the crown of Swedt- 
4fiind; and acquired' the reputation of an excellent com- 
ifttteder. The cmpfcror had offered him fomc time before 
great necompcnfea, and the dignity ' of a prince o£ tfie 
^empire, if he would his mafter, and forfake ehie 

confederates party. He had ulfo offered» thitiking 
«^thight more -move him, to make him general of his army 
\'agaloib the GmOd'^Signior ; but all thde Of- 

/fers,' his fidelity being uitmovcaWc."^ 

^ This g^eat captain was bom^ in Swedefauid, and wlien 
a child, he feU down' from a high prindow, without tt- 
ceivHtg any bhHij; which made thfe khig imagine HeauUn 
deligned him for fomething extraordinary# I|e tiay^ed 
much in his youth, and he was feen never tired in riAu 
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fcing to all places where there was any war ; fometi'mes 
in Poland, and other whiles in Mafcovla ; and being be- 
come general of his king’s army, he foon acquired the 
reputation of one of the greateft captains of the north- 
ern parts. He was perfcftly fl<iiled in the art of en- 
camping, and no body could ever better chaw up an army 
for battle. His way of retreat from before an arrtiy 
fttonger thdn his, mull needs be admired by all the world. 
He ever chofe good pofls ; and when once he was pof. 
fefled of them, he knew well how to keep them ; fo that 
he was never defeated, whateven forces his enemy might 
bring againft him. He lias deftroyed foiirfcore thoiifand 
men in different rencounters, and Swrdcland glories in 
having above fix hundred ftandards. He was fo like 
King Guftavus, that they have been often taken for one 
another. He was never covetous, but was obferved to 
be a good hufband. , Among fo many occafions wlierein 
he fignallzed himfelf, what he did when the Swedifh 
army was worded at NorJinge, is mod remarkable ; 'he 
preferved tHc red, though wholly forfaken by the allies f 
aiid fo ordered the ixiatter, that he raifed fredi troops al- 
moft in an indant, and gave his party time anvl courage 
to rife up. And this is all I could learn of this great ^ 
captain, whofe reputation has given thee this curiofity. ' 
AlthougTi Don Duarte de Braginza, the new King of 
PortligaPs brother, ferved with great reputation in the 
emperor’s army ; yet it Is faid, the Spaniards had been 
very urgent wltitow^fr^rnonSith, to make him, be appre- 
hended, as fodn as ever thejr heard the king hfs’ brother 
was raifed to the throne. Bht, if is' faid, emperor 
was Scandalized with ibeh a pr^gbfition, alleging this 
woriM be againft the rrilgs bfhofpftality. ’But the cm- ' 
prefab confeffor^tbhnd lucb ^Ibna In his dignity, as 
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intcthe Spaniih minifter’s hands, who conduced him 
with a very.ftrong party to the caftL* of Milan, whence 
he is not like to ftir out till his brother (hall reftorc the 
crnwn of Portugal to Philip IV. of Spain. 

I (hall write w'hat remains behind to the Kaimacham, 
who has the honour of being thy lieutenant ; that I may 
not tire thee, who art to be reverenced as the inftrument 
of the will of the mafler of lights, and all whofe hours 
are deftined to the government of the world. 

May it pleafe him, who of nothing has created aU 
things, that thou mayeft^lay, one day, at the feet of the 
Grand Signior, the crowns of all the monarchs, who 
command in the infidels countries, and become thereby 
the arbiter of the univerfe. 

Pans, iSth of the ill Moon, of the Year 1642. 


XII . — To the Kaimacham, at Conflantmople*, 

This king here has mortified his parliament, by the ad- 
vice of .Cardinal Richlieu. The parliaments are bodies 
of learned men, who decide all affairs in the kingdoirii 
ns well civil as criminal ; and the parliament of Paris has 
a larger jurifdidion than all others, and as confiderable 
prerogatives. What 1 have to fay on this fubjed^, has 
happened from the beginning of the^ft year ; and now 
Ji relate it, bccaufe I forgot to do it when the thing liap. 
pened : And I will inform thcc, enter on the 

matter, what obliged heretofore the kings of France to 
fet up this great feat of jufiice. 

The ancient kings of France gave .it authority of ap- 
proving and verifying the edicts and declarations which 
they fhould make, which was a 'bar which thefe wife 
princes would fix between the people and the fovereign 




a&8 


written by 


\^ol. 1. 

t 

authority. ^Vhence ic appearct^, that monarch}*- was mix- 
ed with ariftocracy , wiih /ut -ivhich the wife lia\e thought, 
that ftatcs could not long fubfill ; and the princes of 
this age have fubmittcd to a tribunal re-eftablilhcd by 
themfelves, the refolutions they lake, to the end they 
may difcharge themfelves towards God, to vihoin they 
are accountable, as well as other men, and to obtain con- 
fidence from their fubjeds, in taking from arnongfl: them 
arbiters to regulate them. Yet they have ever referved 
the liberty of making ufc of their abfolnte power, as is 
feen in tlieii letters patexit, wdierc they foigct not to iu- 
fert th^fe words, “ Forfiich is our \.ill and pleafuie.’^ 

Tliefe monarchs alfo thoindit hertby to liavc found 
out a way tv) defend tliemlelvN.Tf.om the impoitunltics 
of the grandccs, who often demandt J fuch things v^hich 
could not be gianied without picjudice to the whole 
kingdom. 

The authoiiiy of the now rugning king being out of 
danger of being Ihakcn ('r dellroyed, tliis monarch hav- 
ing hib exchequer wch ftored, his valiant and experienced 
captains, llout foldicrb, and numerous armies, and good 
fleets of fnips at fca ; whereby he would make known to 
this puiflant tribunal, that if it had been fet up to alfift 
the kings by its counCcls wlien required, ytt it n ull not 
pretend that its dectccs fhould become laws to then fo- 
vercigns.' He went^o the parliament with all tht marks 
pf grandeur with which he is ufuully attended on tliefe^ 
days of cercmoiu^md with fuch a gieat compaivy of 
lords as made tiu ; oTer of this monarch eafily diicern- 
cd. He gave thclc gentlemen to uuderftand, he would 
have them, ratify, witliout more ado, the orders he would 
fend them, which they term edids, requiring them to be 
immediately eq^egiftered. He afterwards gavt them an 
exprela charge, not to concern themlclves henceforward 



A SPY AT PARIS. 


Book IV. A SPY AT PARIS. 3*9 

• 

in affairs of ftate ; ami to humble them the more, he 
declared to them, that he would be henceforward the 
difpofer of graces and offices, and beftow rccotYipenfcs 
to fiicli as deferved them. He added hereunto iin order 
of giving an account every year to his chancellor of their 
deportments, and to come and leceive every year his ma- 
jefty’s approbation to continue them in their offices ; and, 
as a mark of his indignation and authority, he put by 
the prefident and fome counfeUors from their places. 

This bold and politic a£lion was done (as I may fay) 
in the midft of dancings^nd divertifements, the moie to 
denote the monarch's authority, and in the time of fucli 
magnificent feaftings as became the pomp of the grealeft 
emperors, in the palace of the cardinal, for the marriage 
of his niece, Mademolfclle dc Breze, with the prince of 
Condc’s eldell fon, called tlic Duke d'Anguien ; a prince 
fi\’m whom the ^^orld cxpeil'ls great things, and whom all 
France believes will prove one of the famoufcfl princes 


111 Chnllendom. 

The Catalonians arc obftiiiate in their revolt ; their 
jdep'ities have been alrt-ddy feen in this court, to entreat 
a good fwpply from this king ; and it is not to be doubt- 
ed but they will earneftly fue for his piote 6 rion : And 
France has already feat troops near tliofe parts, and its 
licet s appear on the coafl;> to cncoiiiagc this nation and 
mortify the Spaniards. There are a great many troops 
*raifdd here ; and thus monarch will have in the fpring 
(.Iglit* armies, commanded by gen^-Tl*^t/?f great valour 
and experience, befides thefe two ; fo that Ger- 
many, Lorrain, the Low Countries, Catalonia, and Italy, 
are like to be expofed to the niiferies of an impoverifh- 
ing war. Only Germany feems to be able to defend it- 
felf. - ^ 

The vaft genius of' the French miniftcr aftonifhes all 

VoL L N 
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^tbe princes of Europe ; he breaks all their meafures, and 
makes a fecret war againfl; them in their own courts. 
Nothing can efcape his vigilant care ; he keeps his own 
feercts fo ftrlAly, that his neareft friends cannot difeover 
them. His power and authority arc fo great, that the 
princes of the blood arc nothing in comparifon of him ; 
and his fame makes him as much refpc6ted abroad as at 
home. 

His friends affirm, he is ignorant of nothing which Is 
proje^ked in Europe. England is the place which he has 
la ft attacked, its civil wars owing their original to Ills 
’ defigns. 

I pray Heaven favour thy juft prctcnfioiis, and every 
day incrcafe thy heroic virtues. 

Paris, 15th pf the ift Moon, of the Year 


XIII.— To the Moji Excellent and Mojl V mrable Mufti, 
Sovereign Prelate of the Holy Religion of the Faithful 
Mujfulmans. 

H B of whom I wrote fo many particulars, fomc moons 
ago, to obey, as I ought, the exprefs command thou 
laideft upon me, not onl) is ftill living, but is mure ab- 
folute than ever, in what concerns his miniftry. Yet is 
it falfe that this cardinal finding nothing more (as thov 
writeft to me, it is talked of in Conftaiitinoplc) to fa^ 
tisfy his ambltlai^ which puts him ftill upon defiring 
fomcthliig farther, B*elng become the abfolutc matter of 
what depends on the kingdom of Lewis XIII.), had dc- 
figiis of making himfelf abfolute matter of what con- 
cerns religion. But he was too knowing a man, to dc- 
fign the being the fuperior general of all the French der- 
▼ifcfi ; a thing wliich neither the King of France nor 
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the pope would permit. 1 rather think this ixiinilUr*s 
deiign has been to fiibjcA all the Chriftian princes to his 
'maftcr’s interefla. 


The Ottoman empire would have fome reafon to be 
afraid, were all the Roman prelates wile enough to choofc 
this man for their pope. Wc Ihould fee in a Ihort time 
all Afia agitated by his intrigues againll the followers of 
the great Mahomet ; and thofc that follow All would 
not enjoy a much greater fecurity. Thou knoweft that 
the greatcil marks which the popes can give of their 
piety during their ponj.ificate, is to ftir up wars, and 
make leagues againll us to overthrow ouremplie. Thihk 
then what this great nun would do, were he the hea^ of 
the Chiiiliaiis, with tliofe abilities, and great intelligences 
wlilch he every where keeps ; feeing, that being only a 
fubjc£l, and miiiiftcr of one prince, he fo governs him- 
fclf, that there is ito nation, how far foever du^ant, but 
holds its c) cb open on his conduct ; and a pope being 
always chofen from amoiigd the cardinals, and the pope 
now reigning being very old, it may happen tliat this 
dangcious man (hall be chofen. 

Thou, then, whofe pure life makes us believe thou art 
a faint, pray the Great God to hinder fuch an event, 
which will, without quellion, dillurb the empire of him 
whom he has chofen to liun.ble all other potentates, and 
(how on earth the greatnefs of his power ; and, rather 
tlian fuch a misfortune (liould befall us, pray him that 
haa created all things tliat this mr be opened to 

know and embrace the true faith ; for it were better (if 
I may fo fay without difpleafing thee) that this cardinal 
fhould be a bad mufti at Coadautinoplc than a good 
pope at Rome, at the head of all the Nazarenes. 

It is faid that a foreign king confulted this oracle 
(for he is held in as great veneration as if he was one). 
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wl^at condu6l hc'fliould hpld to live fecurely : and it is 
Caid the cardinal made this anfwer, “ That kings (hould 
liv'e in fear, and then they would live in fafety ; it being 
certain they would receive no puifon from the hands of 
thofc who do not prefent them their diink, no more than 
they can receive wounds from thofe whom they keep at 
a great diftance from tliem. Thofc who will not flatter 
them will not deceive them ; and where they fliall think 
themfelves in greateft fafety, that will always be the 
place of greateft danger/^ 

I am perfuaded, grave and wife prelate, thou wilt ap- 
prove of the anfwer of this mini^r. Julius Caefar lived 
in the midft of combats, but died in the mtdft of the fe* 
n^te. 

Next, after God, it is before thee, great minlfter of 
Heaven ! that I humble inyfclf, entreating thee to re- 
ceive gracioufly the profound refpcdl of thy flavc Mah- 
fnut. 


Parts, 25th of the zd Moon, of the Year 1642. 


XIV.— To his Mather Oucov MiCHEy at Conjtantinoph. 

{t may be faid I have efcaped from a mortal fickneb, 
and remain in life only to hear the complaints of my 
friends, wlio rocLte to me their misfortunes ; and of my 
kindred, who me with the lojQes they h&ve 

{uftajned. Thou addeft, my dear mother, a new torment 
to the pains L already fuffer, by Ihedding fa many fmit*> 
lefa tears. Ob ! how. cruel is my country, that gives fo 
n^any oceaiions of afflidtion to^ thofe to whom flic haa 
given their birth* Tboii ha^ loft the greateft part of 
thine eiUtc.'iia^ thCiiirc of Conftantinople, and death 
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has deprived thee of thy fecond huiband. I was but A 
child when my father died, fo that I could not then 
judge of thy grief ; neither was I fcnlible of my own 
lofs. Now that I am a man, I enter into thy fenti- 
ments, I ihare in thy gticf ; and fliall do all*l can to com- 
fort thee. 

Thou haft loft thy firft and fecond hiilband, and thou 
haft reafon to affliA thyfelf. If the firft was an honeft 
man, it is certain the other loved thee extremely ; and 
the charms of thy countenance have not a little ferved 
thee to acquire the afteAion of thefe two hufbands, which 
thou kneweft how to keep by thy complacencies and 
blind obedience to their wills ; and by fuch a priident 
carriage as, one may fay, thou wouldft force them to 
love thee, hadft thou not done it by the charms of thy 
beauty. 

But what (hall we do in this thy extreme afflidion^^ 
and in the troiiblefome condition I am for the gfiel^ 
thou endureft, which mingles my ink with my tears ? 
Yet we muft endeavour to be comfoned with a firm^ 
refolution not to afHi6t ourfclves but at the lofs of fuch 
things which will never be in our power to recover ; 
thou at the lofs of the reputation which thou haft Ac- 
quired of a virtuous woman, and I at that of an *hone^ 
man. ^ 

When my father died, it was not all the philofophy 
nor eloquence of the Greeks which could comfort thee ; 
thy aiHitStion was ftrongcr than their reafons ; and 
when thefe officious comforters had forfaken thee^ thou 
foughteft cafe to thy trouble in a new fpoufe. Him now 
ihou haft loft, but now thou art ftill in a condition from 
hindering this lofs from being irreparable. Thy virtue 
has never been qiicftioned, and t|iou art not as yet fo 
old but thou mayft think of another huffiand. Seek 
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third) winch ihay make thee forget thy forrow fot* the 
fecorid ; and if thou fttideil him not immediately, or if 
thou hadft fome trouble in feeklng a like comfort to thy 
afiKAion, receive in this lettei the tears of another mo- 
ther, which will (liow thee there is a woman of a f.ir 
highei condition that is more affliAcd than thou art. 

Pairs is ft ill full of the ciies and figbs w’^hich come 
from a princels of the ftrft rank. She has now loft a 
great prince, her fon, who is ft.iin in a battle wliich he 
had won by a ftrong army of which he was general. 
Read in my letter the lively ami V‘nder cxpreflions of the- 
girief of this illuftrioua mother, which draws compaifion* 
fhom hit. enemies, who are forced by the rules of civility 
tfa tnakc her vifits. Thus does (he fpeak every day and 
liouf to perfona who come to viftt her; and, when there 
iS'iid^body, ftic thus fpeaks to herfclf. * ' '» ‘ 

This unfortunate woiiisni i» not a monf^ftt withui’t' 
ftgfaing; arid one wduld ^think bjr'her Inngufage -(he'ifii' 
ttoded to rtcal the foul which hds quitted the body^fj 
her fon, the unliappy Count of SdiiTons t Poor Count, 
i^sfoh fo tenderly loved, and fd greatly deferved it, where 
iVthy body now to be found, dyed in blood and in that 
of diy enemies ? What viAory ? Where are thofe 
rious marks that ftiould gite me fo great joy, and whieh* 
gite me fuch caufe of defpair ? Why did I bring thet* 
ibUh iifto the world, unfortunate fon, if I muft fo foon 
thee ? Miferable mother, unhappy fon ! How tut 
tiiou a conqueror wh€l^fec no other tto|<li[y of thy viAo- 
i^^than thy death ! I hear ffom all thatthc Cnunt 
it**viAoriousi and yet I heat* ereryNvhcre'that his enemiee^ 
rejoice. ' I fee, dear foo, alf thy domeftlcs that foIloA^ed 
, tKte, return withodt woandi, and yet I do not fte- their 
matter. Notic c# them^can tell' me where h^k, and in* 
lAat place their general Iws* who fohght with fogriat 
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Talour and fuccefs to his party ; but they are all agreed, 
the battle was won» that my fon is a conqueror, and that 
he hat loft his life. Unfortunate fight, wliich has made 
equally bewailed, the death of the vidlorious general by 
his mother, and the defeat by the vanquifiic4 ! Would to* 
God thou hadft been vanquiftied, thou might ft have lived. 

I fhould not have been in this condition of following 
thee, : -Ift would have been no fliame to have been de* 
feated, At would have been only a misfortune which 
would have been common to thee with Pompey and. 
Hannibal, to whom antiguity had nothing to impute, but' 
xhi^if ill fortune. A fincere reconciliation, a pardon, or. 
a peace, might make all that is paft forgotten. A«yo*: 
ImHary exile might have appeafed the king'a anger, and: 
perhaps difanned. the cardinal $ xny fon might have live4«^ 
France would not have been troubled, Or mother would 
noth^ve been at this day comfortlefs, and the Count’s 
enemies would not have rejoiced at his lofs. But, to myi 
^ief,' nothing df , tliis has happened. Alas ! the ftay of: 
ap illoftrious family is de^ : Unhappy mother I how aro' 
all thy hopes vanished i good God, bow wa^ thia^ 
my dear (on taken out of the wq^ld i I know but too 
wddthak bis enemies laid continually fiiares for him* Mo* 
thinks 1 fee my fou’a murderers give him the .deadly^ 
ilrolte in the heat of the fight, and in the inftant he was 
going to enjoy viftory. Ah, my dear fon I Ah, un** 
fortunate mother I Why did I not breathe out my laft 
on the dfii^d body of this fpn, fo '"ortby the efteem of 
all th^J wprjdy pnd whofn I fo d^Iy loved ? Why didit 
not thou,^too powerful miulftcr, give me the mortal blower 
rather than let me fee fo lad a tragedy i Do you kill me 
tha^j[hear me ; pr thou, my fon, give me thy hanili to de* 
feend into the grayq where thou art tp he buried. 

M But my reafoa fails me i I for my fon’s ho<- 
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flout, flifle thcfe motions of wcaknefs. It is true, he 
lives no longer ; but he died in the bed of honour, with 
his fword in his hand ; he died full of glory ; he died 
viAoriouft ; and, even in dying, vanquifhcd his enemies. 

Let us ctjfe from (bedding tears. But what do I 
fay ? lie died (ifiairinated, a vidtim facrificed to the ven- 
geance of his enemies by the blacked treafon it is clear ; 
and yet I would live : No, I mult die ; let us imitate the 
greatnefs and com age of thofe illuftrious women, who 
threw thcmfelvcs on the pile whereon their hulbands were 
burnt : My Ton is more dear to me ; let us then die, and 
weep no more : thefc tears are fruitlefs ; but let us live, 
feeing Heaven ordains it, and let us live to die every day : 
I lhall have ever prefent before my eyes the death of, my 
fun I I (hall fee every day his bloody body ; I (kail con* 
tinually remember hia refpedb, his tendernefs for roc, and 
I (hall never forget the tender and violent paflidn which 
1 had for this fon, for whom alone I lived : But at lead, 
vruel cardinal, redorc me his dead body. Thou had thy 
revenge, .he is no longer alive ; give" this* fad confolation 
to a defolatc mother, perhaps this fight will work the 
effeft thou defircd, cruel wretch as thou art ; it will 
unite my foul to tliat of my fon.” , . ? 

. Dear mother, if thou canft not comfort thyfelf by fo 
great an example of misfortune as this princefs, it will 
be hard for thy fon to fay any thing which can diminilh 
thy grief. Imitate this illudrious woman, who having 
fuffered whatever forrww and dcfpalr can do to a mother 
who loves vehemently, and with reafon, fuffers hcrfclf to 
be perfuaded not to give an entire vifiory to her enemies, 
who triumph dill over her fon, by the grief which they 
fee his death has caufed. She has been ruled by the ad- 
vice of her friends, and received great comfort from 
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a letter fent her by the king, written with his own 
hands ; ‘ , 

Coufin, the grief which you fliow at your late Jofs 
obliges me to teftify the fliare which I have in it, and 
the difplcafure I conceive at the fault of him which has 
caufcd it : and though I ought not to be forry, by rea- 
fon of the conjuncture wherein it has happened, yet I 
muft heartily condole with you, and contribute what I 
am able to your confolation.*’ 

I can fay nothing more to thee, my inoft honoured 
mother, unlefs it be, that thou (halt always have in me 
a moft obedient fon ; 8nd if thou take ft a thud huf* 
band, thou wilt be perhaps lefs unfortunate ; but pleafe 
thyfclf. * . 

The Great God, w'ho has created all things, and pro* 
vidcs for their neceflitles by his infinite goodnefs, corn- 
fort and fill thee with his bleflings. 

.Pans, of the 24 Moon, of tlic i64'>. 


XV . — To thg Grand Signior's Treajiuet, 

The prieft which played the tarpaulin, whom the Fiench 
call the Arehbifhop of Bourdcaux, of whom I believe I 
have given thee fome account the loth jifoon of the 
Year 1,637, has loft the credit which he had with thc^ 
kii^i and is at prefent difgmced. The opinion of his 
valour at court is much lelTenedj^by his not hindering/ 
with the fleet he commanded, the Spaniards from putting' 
fuccours into Tarragone, a famous fca-port near Barce- 
lona. They loft the laft year twelve galleys in fight a- 
gainft the French naval forces j but having fitted a migh 
tier fleet, they have put into this place *tlic fuccours they 
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iiit^ndtc!. The aichhlfhop could not, or woula not, 
hinder them, which will Lc the caufe that thit. place will 
not come fo foon under the power of the French. 

It U faid that this pi date was bani^cd France^ and 
was ictired into a city fituatcfl on the Rhofne, named 
Avigngn, and belongs to the Roman prelate. 

It being a thing very ufual to run down the uiifoitii- 
nate, all the world blames this prelate, having not always 
met with equal fuccefs on the fca in the employs he 
fought, and wixich did not at all agiee with his fun£lion 
of archbifhop ; which he might have pei formed w'ith ap- 
plaufc, in imitating his predcccffoa, who was his bi other, 
the Cardinal de Souidis, aud who had left him a diocefe 
w'ell regulated, rich, furnifhed with gieai (lore of diuiches 
well frrvcd, pallors of great piety and learning, whom 
tltis man had procured and fettled in his diuiefe with 
greit care ; which made his death extremely lamcnud. 

'The Catalonians are at length become this king’s fub« 
jefta; they maintain their revolt with the French forces, 
and ftfengthcu themfelvcs after the example of the Por- 
tuguefes. Thty light with fuch courage, tliat they 
come ofl continually conquerors ; but I fliall make no 
relation of their fights, nor of the blood which is fpilt 
on cither fide,, .which are matters I do not care to treac 
of; 

God give thee a continued tranquillity of mind, make 
thee in love witli peace, and piefcrvc in thee ‘hat vigilant 
fpirit, fo ncccflary for the keeping the treafurc entrufied 
to^thee. 

^•■th cf the 2 d Moon, ©flhc Year 
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XVL — To the Kaimacham. 

TL HE cardinal favourite of France has fuch long hands, 
that he makes feizurcs m thofe places which are not 
fj-hjed to hib jurifdi6^Ion : and, when he haT made them, 
he keeps tlitm without any thoughts of rtlloring them. 
There is n^ prububility at prefent that this bold politi- 
cian will lay hands on what belongs to the Grand 8ig- 
iiiar , however, 1 have fome reafon to write this. 

Theie has b'.en tamed, fome days fince, an illudrious 
piifoner into the cadle #f the Wood of Vincennes, and 
thou lhalt hear this h^ew way of apprehending a great 
man in another’s houfe, and in the court of a foreign* fo- 
vereign, who is abfoliUc in his own eftates. This pri- 
foner was appieheiided ia the midll of the fineft ladies in 
the C<mtt of Turin, at a magnificent ball which the 
dLitohcfs- regent of thi{> dlate gave in her palace. It 
was this pWncefs whom I mentioned to tlice, who was 
widow to Vitlor Amad eus, Duke of Savoy, and fifter 
to die king which iiow fo happily reigns over the 
FrtTK h. • « ' 

The dutchefs, who had a particular confideration for 
this prifoner, cvmld not behold tine exploit of the cardi- 
iial’s vvicliout c'xticine vexation ; his naiiic is, if 1 be not 
miftaken, Count Piiilip d’Aglic, a perfon of great quali- 
ty, and whofe excellent parts and courage do yet rcndci; 
lum mure illullrious than his birih. 

It ib not yet known why ^le c.udiiial undcitook 
fuch a bold Itroke, though it is faid the council of 
France has had great reafons to fecure the ptilcn of 
this favourite. The chief motive 'they fay Was, that he 
was carrying on fume defigns againd the intcrcfis of this 
crown with the Cardmal of Savoy, whbm it is thought 
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he would hare married to the widow of AmadaGus his 
brother. 

Richlieu attempted not to carry off Count Philip till 
having made fevcral trial-? to remove him from the Court 
of Turin, under the pretence of fofne embafly to which-- 
he would never confcnt ; fo that his obllinacy coft him 
his liberty. 

The dutcliefs greatly complains and reproaches the 
ting her brother with the violation of the right of na- 
tions and fovercignty ; but only her own court are fen- 
fible to thefc complaints, they being not heard in that of 
France ; and her ambaflador ha^* been feen there in a 
fupplicant poflure, humbly fuiug for the coiint^s liber- 
ty ; or that he might be fent on an tmbaffy to Rome ; 
or at lead wife, that in leaving the caftle of Vincennes, he 
might be imprifoned fomewhere in Paris. 

. The carduial anfwercd the fupplications of the ambaf- 
fador of Savoy, that the king his matter did not appre- 
hend Philip and bring him into France, but out of re- 
gard to the inter efts of his fitter of Savoy ; and that fhe 
might be affured that for her lake he Ihould be well 
ufed. 

Thou mayft fee by this anfwer a great haughtinefs 
and fi ivolous reafonings, which fufliciently denote that 
this grbat minitter does not love to be contrudi6led or 
oppofed in the refolution he takes ; and if an account of 
what is do'ic in the world mutt be given to any one man 
alone, he would take it very ill if it were to any body 
hut hirnfclf. i 

I fhall not fail to fend thee the books thou requirett, 
and inform thee the bett I can of the falfc or true Don 
Sebattian, King of Portugal, whom his fubjc<^s do be- 
« lieve to be ttill alive, when I have made fufRcient inqui- 
ries into the trutk of the matter. 1 kifs with a profound 
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humility the hem of thy rich veft, on which I fallen the 
lips of a refpeftfal and obedient Have. 

P-»ris, 22 ft of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1^42 


XVII. — To the Reis Eefendi, Secretary of the Empire. 

There was found laft night a man dead in the ftiects of 
Paris, who feems not to be above thiity years old ; he is 
a Spaniard, and had about him a letter or memoir, which 
it feems he had written to fome confidant at Madrid, in 
thefe terms : • 

Cardinal Richlicu told me he did not know the 
hand nor fignature of Count Olivarez’s fecretary*; and 
that when he fhould fill up his figned blank, which I 
prefented him, and let fall the pretended letter of the fe*- 
cretary into the King of Spain’s liands, he faw not what 
advantage could rcfult hence to the King of France his 
nuifter. I am very willing, added he, that the King of 
Spain fhould fufpcA tlie count or fecrctary of infidelity, 
and of having fome commerce w ith me ; but it would 
not 'be advantageous to us he flioulJ be plainly con- 
vinced of 'it, feeing the greateft happinefs France could 
have is, that Count Olivarez’s miniflry fhould be perpe- 
tual ; for being the moil unhappy of all the fhvourites 
that have ever been in the place he poflefTes, all good 
Frenchmen are obliged to pray to God to give him- a 
long life, and to continue him ever in the king his maf-' 
ler’s favour, to perpetuate by^his counfcls the difgradts* 
of Spain.” 

He purfued his point of raillery in this manner : 

Of a Duke of Braganza, Olivarez has made a King 
of Portugal ; of a Ring of France, a Count of Barcelo 
na j of a fovereign !Duke of Lorrain, *a vaffal ; of a prince 
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Ciudmalt a knisrlrt-errant ; of r. Lord of Moiradio, a iiukc 
and peel of France ; and, i*a fine, of Philip IV. Kin,^ of 
I’pjtiii, he has made a Count Duke dc Olivarez." 

Til IS ii» all I could ^et from fo great and illuflnous a 
gtniun. 

The jull Go J, v^ho has feiit us his prophet, ever diretl 
thy a't'ciii, iha!: thou ma) cll eiijuy an happy tUmity, 
and give tlice oppoiUinities of doing good. 

Paris, 24th of iht i^lh Moon, of iht Year if.42. 


XV TI I . — To William V o s p e i , a Ch^ijl un of Aijlrlcr* 

God be piaifed, thy patriaich Eh'as, and hia compa- 
nion; forafir.uch an I fee tliuvi art a fuint, and content in 
the religion of tlic barefooted fikirs, which thou hall em- 
braced. Thou lliiicll me op to do good, and encoiu 
rageft me to fuffer, and become feiioiw enough to re- 
Bounce the pleafurcs of the woiJdj feeing thou ttaceft me. 
a way fo ncceflary to walk in, in order to airive at Hea- 
ven. I did not belitve, indeed 1 confefs lU, thou wert 
endued with that conlla.icy, and was afiaid thou wouhllt 
change; but feeing thou haft the courage of keeping 
thy/ refulution, and etidu&lng all tlie iiioommodiourneb 
which is to be met with in that kind of life which) tliou 
‘ baft embraced ; I am forry for my fafpicion8> and profefs 
1 have all dij^e efteem for thcci I love thee as much as 
onehoneft man ought to love another, viiio having found 
out tlie true good, has nii^impctuoufly after it; and who 
has pad immediately from a foft and voluptuous life to. 
the fevemies of an auibfre rehgibn, ki learch of an alfur- 
cd port, irvliich is more ufually found in^ fofEbrings and 
macerations, than in delights and pleafures. There is* 
one tiling acnoiigft others which extreWly pleafes mein 
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the orSer thou haft entered ; all things are in com non 
amongft you ; one key opens an hundiTd doors $ you 
have no Meiim et Tuitm ; all clad in the fame fafliion, and 
all go barefooted ; you cat at the fame table, and no 
body has better or worfe fare than anoihei. In fine, 
your prayers are the fame, and fo are ybiir vows of po- 
verty. 

But prithee tell me, what woiJd a thief have found In 
thy cell, whom I faw yefterday hanged uitli a key a- 
hont his neck ? He had the dexteruy of opening with 
his key all forts of locks, and has done a thoiifand ro- 
gulfh exploits, which llavc at length brought liim to the 
gallow'S. He told tlie people he died a mod happy man, 
as haying prat^ftifed wdth gicat fuccefs an ait Jnfcu’or to 
none ; that the only crime he thought he Imd bten guiU 
ly of for thefe thirty years was his commuting but fmalk^ 
thefts ; that had he found die doors always open he 
had never entered into any houfe ; and heexhoited magi« 
ftralcs to cha&ifc only thufe who fufFcrcd themfelvcs to- 
be robbed. ^ 

SpaniQi authors have written^ there is no law which 
allots ^naltics to thofe that rob with prudence and Jngenu« 
ity. Thus, £iy tlwyi do all thoCe who ileal wherewithal to 
appeafe the envious who w’ould accufc diem, the wltncf^ 
fes which miglit ferve to eonvkl them, and the magi^ 
ilrates by whom- they are to he judged ; fo that the thief 
that (hall have iloleit for himfclf, and for all others I now 
mentioned, fhall be ever fent away abfolved ; which 
ma^es me. think that .theft is of^ the nature of women^. 
for both one and the other feem at this day to be ne- 
ceifary evils, jnft as keys feem only good' now-a-days to 
preferve what may be ftulcn, and not to hinder it from < 
being fo. 

How many things'has the iiyiiftke it feme people au- 
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thorifed for the fafeguard of a town ? It is not enougli- 
to have a ftrong garrifon of foldiers ; three elements are 
not fufficient to defend it againft a greater power that 
would opprefs it. The earth is railed to make thereof 
trenches; the deepeft ditches are dried up, whatever 
<piantity of water may be in them, and fire is enclofed in 
cannons, the cfFe(Sts of which are terrible. If thou fur- 
veyeft Italy, thou wilt find, in feveral towns, palaces 
which have more gates than Thebes had heretofore ; and 
if ihou counteft the keys which ferve to open them, thou 
wilt find the iron they are made of to coft more than the 
doors thcmfelves. * 

Men are not contented to ufc thefc keys according to 
the common ufc they feem to be defigned for ; thtir ambi- 
tion makes them ferve for marks of honour in feveral 
princes courts, where they be rccompcnCrs for fervices, for 
virtue and valour. The golden key in Spain, which the 
great lords wear, denotes, that they know how to open 
the gate of favour. And it is the fame in Germany, and 
efpecially in the cniperov's court. 

Happy was ancient RomCiwhofe citizens were fo wife, 
that being advifed to turn the front of their houfcl on 
that fide where they could not be ubferved by their 
neighbours, they anfwered the architefl, “ We rather de- 
liije our houfes may be ovei looked into, bccaufe we do 
* nothing wherein we fear a farprife.’* Whereas modenr 
Rome, on the contrary, may be tierm^ unhappy, where- 
in there are not enough gates, and porters of them, 
to conceal what is done ip the moft retired places of their 
palaces. 

It is in this city where luxury grew to that height Un- 
der the firft emperors, that ail mens ftudies were to find 
Dut new pleafures.^ 

But I muft end this dilcourfe of keys, of doors, and 
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door-keepers ; I muft not^ expedl to reform the world, 
nor would I weary thy patience. Pardon me my paffing 
from the cell to the llory of the thief whom I faw execut- 
ed, and from the thief to a difeourfe of keys, and other 
things with which I have entertained thse. I was fo 
full of It that I could not forbear the difeourfe, no more 
than I can now to fpeak of the fubtilty of the Spaniards, 
who have vaunted of the worth of their Efeurial, by the 
great number of the keys which belong to it ; like that 
foolifli emperor who valued the greatnefs of Rome by 
the great w^cight of fpi^ers webs which were there. The 
Spaniards affirm, there are fo many doors to this (lately 
edifice, that the keys which ferve to open them weigh 
above ten thoufand weight. 

But it is time to end this tirefome letter. Let me then 
counfcl thee to watch over thy confcience as tlic Parl- 
fians do over their fliops, to prevent violences. Here 
arc fo many great and fraall thieves, that fhould they’bc 
puhifiied as they were chaftifed in Syiia, where the fame 
punifliment is impofed on him that is robbed as he that 
robs, .this great town would'^ be foon unpeopled, or be** 
00txic a prifon to an infinite number of people who would 
be found faulty. ' 

May it pleafe the great God, who fliould be adored by ' 
all creatures, to incline the great Prelate (after thou art" 
delivered from the burden of the flelh), to .place thee 
amongil the nuniber of thofe for whom the church has a 
piews veneration, and refpe6t thy afiies in fuch a manner 
as I hope thy holy and exemplai^ life will deferve. 

I^ris, a4th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1642. 



LETTEHS WRITTEIf BT 


Vol. L 


3c6 

XlX.— To the Veneralle MuFTi. 

Tl Hou wilt not think me troublefome, if thou remcm* 
bereft the order thou haft given ‘ me, and 1 ought rather 
to liaza'*cl the tiring of thee by frequent letters, than be 
accufed of negle£l for not obeying thee. Obedience 
muft needs be agreeable where the command is made with 
wifdom. When I write to the Grand Vificr, it is in 
trembling ; and if I wTite to the Kaimacham, I am not 
without hope ; and I fend no letter to the other ballas 
without inquietude and great troijble. As to what con- 
cerns my fi lends, I divert my fcif in writing totheov*— 
But when it is to thee I write, I may fay it is, that I 
may hope, live, and obtain in the other world that happy 
ftitc fpoken of by our holy Prophet, that life which is 
to be the rccompenfe of all thofe who ihall perform good 
aAibns whilft they dwell among men. 

^'Cardinal Richlieu would willingly be abfolute in mat- 
tei»8 of religion as thou art ; he would alfo be thought a 
faint, but he knows not boW to^be one; afnd indeed he 
would be every thing. However, he docs abundance 
of thirigs which thou doft and pretends to be above 
thee, becaurc he does not live as thou doft. This mart^t 
whofe fa.ead is full of the affairs of the world,' concerns 
himfclf in whatever paffes in Europe ; one only employ 
cabhot fatisfy him ; he is not contented with being the 
favourite of a great king, under whofe authority he^ go- 
verns all things : Some time ago it was reported 'lie 
would make himfelf a patriarch. He afpir^s extreme 
high, undertakes the mod difficult matters, and takes a 
fingular pleafiire in making life of extraordinary means 
for the execution of his projeAs, that pofterky and liillo- 
rians may write, thnt being come inU the world with a 
firiill fortune, he died rich ; and being born in the coiidi- 



Book IV. A SPY AT PARIS. 307 

i , 

tion of a private man, he lived in the (late of a great 
prince. Obferve, venerable prince of that religion, which 
can alone be approved ©f by him who drew the world 
out of nothing, two remarkable ftrokes of this French 
Tiberius, which I have learned but lately. ^ 

The caidinal fent to Madrid incognito a general of cer- 
tain dervifes, a man of a fit genius to fecond his own, of 
a piercing and fubtle wit, and very underftanding in fe- 
cular aiFairs ; after having given him exprefs order, that 
as foon ns ever he fhoutd be in Spain, he fhould do fuch 
and fuch a thing, and t||at at his return into France, he 
iheuld remit into his hands alone the memoirs of what he 
had tranfadUd. This monk fucceedt'd very well in the 
employ he undjn-took, but in his return the cardinal fenf 
an exprefi command to him, to deliver, before he entered 
into France, all his papers into the hands of a gintleman 
vho brought him his letter* . The dei’vife obeyed, but 
he was dirgraocd ; and the cardinal maintained it was a 
crime tO' obey on this occafion ; Tor having once receiv** 
cd an order to eiUruil ho body with tbefe papers 
hiinle][f> he could not be excufed for delivering them tOr 
others^ and for this reafonbe forbade bim to fet foot witbixi , 
the Jib^gdotn. This poor religious died fome time after, . 
defpcrateiit this ufiige 1 and perhaps (his is- the fir(l r 
a man has been for too punAual ob(idience« ^ - 

it is not many moons fince there came poit a perfon 
of quality fiigm Italy, who brought confiderable news 
thereat dinaU It is impoHlUe for me to exprefs the ca* < 
refies this .favourite made him stand to denote his joy, - 
he immediately prefented him with a rich diamond, and ^ 
made him hope for flill gi eater recompenfes ; yet this: 
fame perfon had brought this fo good news was car. * 
ntd to the Baflile ns/oon as he canfe ctut of. the cardir 
nal’ls clofct, where he umaiiitd for fome moons without 
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feeing any body ; fo that he imagined himfclf all that 
while in a dream ; but at length his prifon doors were fet 
open, and the cardinal would fee him, and made him be 
given as many hundred crowns as he had pail; over 
days in his folitude. He accompanied this prefent he 
made him with all the civilities imaginable, and faid thefe 
words to liim, ** Thou art not to blame, and yet I could 
not but puniih thee for rny fault, when I made thee en- 
ter into my clofet as foon as thou cameil from Italy to 
bring me fo advantageous news- The great defire I had 
to know the particulars of the l^finefs, made me forget 
to take off from my table a writing of great importance, 
which thou mighteft have read entire ; which contained 
the revolt of Catalonia, the demands of this province, 
and the intrigues of France, which caufed this infurrcc- 
tion ; and the knowledge of fo important a myftery 
might make my prince lofe the acquifition of fo rich a 
province, fo that I could not imagine a more fafe and 
fpeedy remedy, than to (hut thee up in a place where it 
was impoilible for thee to make any ufe of the notices 
thou didil get by my imprudence. But things beiug at 
prefent in fuch a condition, wlierein it is impoflible France 
ihall receive any prejudice, I rcftorc thee thy liberty, and 
entreat thee to forget the feverity which rcafons of ftate 
have put me upon. Receive from my hands the prefent 
which the king my matter makes thee ; and be pleafed 
to reckon me amongtt the number of thy particular 
friends. 

I proftratc myfelf aga\h at thy feet, holy Prelate, en- 
treating thy benedidlion, and that thou wilt look on me 
as one of thy moft obedient children, having fuch a re- 
fpeft to thy holinefs as is due to the greateft minifter of 
heaven that ever interpreted the holy Alcoran in the em- 
pire of the faithful. 
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I alio entreat thy prayers, that God, having regard to 
the fupplicatioiis which thou (halt offer him, -would give 
me the grace to live honeftly, and ferve the fultan faith- 
fully, and that I may die in the religion of my fathers. 


Pans, 24th of the 4th Moon, of the Year i<)42T 


XX. — 7o the Kaimacham. 

The books of the Arabian, Gebcr, arc not to be found 
m that language whic^ thou defircft them in ; I have 
fought for ^hem, I believe, in above two hundred book- 
fellers (hops, and there is not one of them knows they 
were ever tranflated into the tongue in which thou 
wouldft have them. 

It is now fome time Unce thefe books have been com- 
mon in France ; and there are fcveral perfons who apply 
themfelves to Dr. Geber's fcience ; but there is no tran- 
flation of them into any of the comnum languages of 
Europe. When I inquired for this book, the bookfellers 
afkcdjne feveral different queftions, and cfpcciallyjwlwliher ’ 
I fought for receipts to prolong life ; Some there werC' 
who allied me grinning, whether my defign was to Sk 
fome volatile deity ? And others anfwered the queiUon.^ 
I made them on the book of the learned G^ber,^ only by 
a filence, accompanied with fome fmiles ; and nt the , 
fame time putting into my hands a book, faying unto ^ 
mef*** Here is \\hat you look for, this is what you* 
want, Monfieur Abbot and tffis book treated of im- 
poiTible things ; of the quadrature of the circle in geo*- 
metry ; of the plrilofophet'h llonc in chemiftry ; of thci; 
perfeftion of the orator in rhetoric 5 of a republic, fuch^^ 
a one as Plato wpuk^ have in bis politics ;*and of the 
perpetual motion in the mathematics. * ^ ‘ . 
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I did not feem to be much moved at tliefc merchants 
dealings with me ; but I found a very honeft capuchin, 
who put me In liopes of recovering the Gebcr thou feek- 
eft, for he afTuicd me he faw it in Chaldee, or In the 
Egyptian language, in a learned man's libraiy, without 
giving me any encouragement to think it may be pur- 
chafed, becauic he that poffcflcB it is not needy of money. 

Thou wilt not, peiliaps, be difpleafed to know what 
this religious told me concerning chcmlilry ; and he ap- 
peared to me not only to have learning but experience. 
He affured me there were in Paris alone fevcral thoufands 
of men that applied thcmfelves to this excrcifc ; and that 
there were above four thoufand authors who treat of this 
f«iencc : That King Gebcr was tlic moft knowing and 
ckareft *tu his expreffions, and yet there are none but 
fuch as are real pliilofophers, and wholly bent to the 
ftudy of nature, that can cafily underfland him. Wherc- 
unto he added, there were feveral people who laboured 
with great patience, but few with thofe qualifications 
which arc neceffary to find fuccefs ; he affirmed, that 
fpcculative knowledge is fmitlcfs ; that one mull have a 
long prafticc and continual cxcrcife ; that moft people 
labour to no purpofe, becaufe they do not take nature 
^for their guide, uo more than the operations (he makes 
in minerals ; bccaufe, according to Gebcr, the principles 
of the art ftioald be thofe of nature itfelf ; and that it 
is only in metals we can find metals ; and that it is, in 
fine, by metals one can fuccecd in the making of perfed 
metals. c 

This good dervlfe maintained, that the true way to 
proceed to the perfedlion of this great work, confifts in 
the union of the mineral fpirits purified by art, w ith the 
perfefl mefeallic.bodies, having firft volatilized them and 
then fixed them, in conferving all the radical humidity. 
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;ind lit augmenting the natural heat, by a dlfcrect con- 
coflion of the compofitlon which comes by this marvel- 
lous ferment, which makes all this mafs boil, and puts It 
Into a fermentation ; fo that this marvellous compofitlon, 
infinuating itfelf by penetration into the moil fubtlc parts 
of the melted metal, by the external fiie, and radically 
diffolving it, it ripens it, and purges it from whatever is 
not of the effence of gold and of mercury, till the whole 
be driven out to an entire pcrfcAion, which made the 
maftcr of matters, the learned Gcber, fay, that this per- 
elixir being the pure fubftance of metals, it fecks in 
the melted metals thatVhkh is of the fame nature with 
itfelf, and perfe^ls it. < 

Now% as it is impoffible for the artitt to produce any 
thing that is new according to his fancy, but only to 
join or feparate what nature has produced, Raymund 
Lully w ould have us underiland, that the body in this 
art Is the metallic being, in which lies the mineral fpirit, 
becaufc the metals arc notlung elfc but this fpirit, of 
w'hich coiilifts the philofopher’s ftone ; and this fpirit is 
properly the virtue of minerals, in which is contained the 
fpring of metals. But the famous Gcber has plainly 
(bowed that this ftone is wholly created and formed by 
nature, to which artitt neither adds nor diminifhes 
* any thing, but only makes it change its place by his prc« 
paration, which in every other refpeft is ufelefs. 

This friar affirms, this mineral body, entirely fpiritu- 
as it is, has yet four forts of fuperfluities, of which 
it mutt be purged by the hand tf the artitt, viz. a great 
humidity, the earth which is found therein, the ordinary 
fulphur which bums, and the fait which is corrofive ; 
and it mutt be purified by calcination, dinblution, fubli- 
mation, and fixation, that there may .alone remain thj^ 
radical humidity, fixed and pcrmancnt^s which being af- 
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terwards united in an indilTalublc manner to the pcrfeft 
body, compofes this incomparable body, which is fo much 
ibiight, and fo fcldom found, and which is an hot elixir, 
powerful to ripen and purify all impcrfedl metals, and 
convert them into gold or filver. 

There is afterwards given an a£llvity to the gold, in 
refining it by new degrees of fire, added to that which it 
already had. 

Thus far went our converfition, when an old Woman 
came unhappily upon us, and bereaved me of the fatif- 
faftion of learning of this religious fome important fe- 
cret which he feemed inclinable to intruft me with. This 
indifcrcet and impertinent woman ufing the liberty ordi- 
nary with the people of this country, cruelly interrupted 
our converfation ; and I remained llruck as it weie with 
a flcifh of lightening, when this knowing friar told me, 
that the arrival of this woman forced him to take his 
leave of me ; and he appeared to be gone, like a man 
that was expeded for fome weighty affair ; when catting 
liis eyes on in^j^countenance, he perceived the perplexity 
and confufion which tliis feparation caufed in me ; and 
to comfoi t me, he faid thus to me in my ear : I know 
very well, fiiend, tliou liatt an inqiiifitive foul, and de« 
fignett great things ; meet me at my jccll, and in the mean 
time I will tell thee for tliy confolation in plain terntt^ 
that it always has been, and always (liall be my opinion, 
that to labour profitably, one mutt follow Raymund 
Lully’s rules. This great philofopher affirms, and ]Jam 
of bis mind, that to gold, one mutt have gold and 
mercury, and mercury and iilver to make filver ; but I 
underttand by mercury, that mineral Ipirit fo refined and 
purified, that it aiirifics the very feed of gold, and ar- 
^entizes that of filver.’' Thcfe arc the very words he 
fpake to me. 
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BntV’n leaving me, I entreated him to tell’ whe- 
ther it was eafy to attain to the accompliflinient of this 
great work ; and what was neceflary for that great end ? 

He anfwered me, it was very hard, which made almofl 
all people defpair of compaffing it, there being very few 
people on whom Heaven beftowed the neceffary qualifi- 
cations to acquire this precious art | that thefe qualifica- 
tions confided in being a true philofopher, and in being 
perfcAly (killed in nature, in having a patience proof a- 
gaiud all difappointments ; and that a nnan (hould be in 
the flower of his age, (^rong and vigorous to endure la- 
bour, well furniflied with wealth, and indefatigajjle. 
Whereunto he added, tl\at if any of thefe quaUties were 
wanting, one might be certain that the others would be fo 
alfo I that a man who is unacquainted with nature, works 
like a blind man ; and that (hould one fail of fuccefs the 
firft, fecond, third, fourth, nay, fifth or fixth time, in 
the operation, he is a fool that then grows weary, and 
does not again begin to fet at %vork with the fame earned- 
nefs and hopes of fuccefs ; and that (hould a man want 
a vigorous health, labour would weaken and make him 
faint; aijd that, in fine, if one be without fufficient edate, 
it is impoflible the work (hould fuccecd ; which demands 
an entire man, and fuch a one as minds nothing elfe. 

^ This dervife, moreover, told me as a thing certain, that 
feveral perfons had attained to the perfeflion of this un- 
. dertaking, which employs fo great a number of virtu- 
ofoV-in all parts of the world ; for were it not fo, there 
would not be that quantity of gold there is, for all that 
of the Indies was not fufficient to fatisfy fo many people, 
who mind nothing elfe but gaining of it ; and that, in 
fine, fuch great treafurcs which are heaped up, and the 
gold that runs in trj^c, never came qjjt of the mines 
which are in the mountains,* but that a great part hals 
VoL L o 
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been made by artifts. He, moreover, afiured me, that 
the overfeera 0 / the mint in France affirmed, as a thing 
beyond all qiieftion^ that there was more gold brought 
to them than ever came from foreign parts, which made 
him conclude that the art is true, and that no man need 
doubt that there is furh a thing as the pliilofophelr^s 
ftonc. 

This converfation, although interrupted, made me ceafe 
being incredulous ; and if I were an heretic in this matter 
yefterday, I begin now to have faith, and believe : Only 
it is a work extreme difficult ; jind I do no longer won- 
der there arc fo many people who deceive otheis without 
any defign of doing it ; and am not furprifed they fhould 
^Rpply themfclves to all forts of perfons, not excepting 
princes; for they believe ftill they fhall meet with fuccefs; 
and not being able to furniih the charges they muft be at, 
they ufe all forts of tricks to move thofc whom covetouf- 
nefs renders on this occafion very eafy to be perfuaded ; 
and all in general meet in their operations with great hun- 
ger, cold, labour, and fmoke. ^ 

It feems as if that which hindered thofe who have 
been fortunate enough to attain the perfedioiK of thi 
work from communicating their knowledge in thii mat- 
ter, was the dread of their prince’s power, as having oft 
* experienced that they arc jealous at the riches of a 'pri- 
vate perfon. Sovereigns cannot endure that a itican 
wretch, born amongft the dregs of the people, fhould 
have in his power wherewithal to make himfdf happy 
ftiid fcvcral others, whith obliges them to deprive thefe 
philofophers of the means of working, and makes them 
labour in fecret, and conceal themfclves with more eare 
'when they have finlfhed their work. Great men cannot 
cafily fuffer private people to bcqpmc mafters by virtue 
9f this arty and'do all thofe wonders which by this mar- 
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velloul metal may be wrought in their clofets^ without 
going to PerUy and ranfacking there the bowels of the 
earth ; they know very well that this longed-for gold 
produces every thing ; gives reputation ; makes tliem fol- 
low one, who fled from a man before ; corrupts tliofe 
who appear tlie molt incorniptible ; opensHthe (trongclt 
doors ; overthrows whole armies ; caufes a man to change 
his mind in a moment ; makes him that was a poor man 
^refeiitly talk fentences. Nay, many Chrillians affirm 
tin's metal to be fo efficacious, that it diaws the fouls out 
of a doleful abode called Purgatory ; fo that It feems as if 
it appeafed God’s wrat^, and brings men to heaven. 

' Thefe afore-mentioned reafons obliged the cruel Diocle- 
fiau tp put to death as many chemiits as could be fdund^ 
in Egypt, and at the fame time to caufc their books to 
be, burnt, left the people, who were naturally ingenious, 
being become too powerful by the art of making gold, 
ftiQ^ undertake a war againft the Roman empire. But 
we find in the ancient writings of the Arabians, that 
fes having learned of God himfelf the art of perfe^Uy 
knov^'ng nature, and that of the converfion of metals, 
and m^ing gold, to write in letters formed of this metid 
the law he preferibed the Ifraelites ; He taugfit it to 
Carun, a poor man, but his intimate friend and near kinC* 
man ; who being bet^ome very rich by means of this 
fcience, had heaped up immenfe treafures, and built him- 
&lf forty houfes, which were filled with gold, but were 
all fw^llowed up, and buried in the earth by the virtue of 
Mofes’s rod, with the mafter o6 them, whom fo great 
riches had rendered proud, and made him think of with* 
drawing himfelf from obeying this great fervant of God, 
having falfely accufed him before the people of divers 
crimes, and efpecially^of having abufed a.virgm. 
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The lad thing which \Nas cljlcovcicd in the Venetian 
territunesi was a great urn found in an hollow cave. In 
tlus urn, which was confidcrably large, there was another 
Icfs, and in it o pots, one full of gold reduced into li- 
quor, and the other of Clver of the fame faftiion, and a 
lamp v^hich feemed to have burnt for many ageb. It 
was known by the chara(f>ei8 on this urn that they were 
confecratcd‘to the god Pluto ; and there were on them 
Latin verfes which fhoued that Maximus Obblus half 
been the author of them. Thofe then who fay this art ib 
falfc, that the beginning of it lo^a he, the middle of the 
work mere faligue, and the end beggary, have not fald 
true thcmfcivcs ; and yet one cannot atcufe them as hav- 
*itjg not in fomc fort fpokt the tiuth. 

I bcfecch the Sovticign Cicatoi of all things, from 
whom alone we hold what we know , as being the great 
and wife archittd of natme, that he would bellow on 
thee the ftience of the learned Gcbvr, tint thou mayett 
be as rich as Solomon ; but above all tliat he would grant 
thee the fpirit of Aglaus, who was tvtr feen to live con- 
tent. 

Pansf aoih of the 5 th Moon, of the Year 1642. 


*XXI.— To Mehemet, an Eunuch Page to the Sultanefs, 

.T HE adventure which thou rclatcdft happened in the fe- 
raglio, (how s that women arc expofed to great accidAiits. 
'Their condition is unhappy when they are handfome, but 
more when they are homely and deformed. The fathers, 
brethren, and hufbandb, guard the fotmer as Cerberus 
guarded the gates of hell ; and the others guard them- 
fclves, and lookcon all things wii^ eyes of envy and dif- 
content, which makes them empoifon every thing. But 
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that which happens amongft us is very different from 
what is in France, where women enjoy a liberty almoft 
equal to that of men. Not but that we fee notable ad* 
ventures happen there ; witnefs the queen, v'ho Is mother 
to a great king, now reigning, and yet liv^s in exile, and 
as a fugitive amongft ftrangers, tlirongh the credit of 
Cardinal Richlicii, for whom (he has not all the deference 
he expedted. And an ancient lady (I may call her fo 
now fhe docs not hear me), told me fuch things fomc 
days paft on this occafion, which I can fcarce believe my- 
fclf, did I not know th^m to be true from elfewhere. 

I am farther told, that this cardinal, not having fuc- 
ceeded in the defign he had of marrying his niece w^th a. 
prince of the blood, intended (if he could) to marry her 
to the king’s brother : But there is no great likelihood 
but fo able a minifter muft fee into the mifehievous coo-» 
fequences into which this promotion would bring him i 
for it would undoubtedly draw on him the hatred of aQ 
tlie great' people in the kingdom, and I would not ft 
menu'baed at Conftantinople for the author of all the 
news* talked of at Paris. 

But it is certain this prieft fent the chancellor, a vener- 
able perfon, and by his office a man of great authority,^ 
to feize on this princefs’s papers, in hopes he might meet 
with fome letter which might favour that defign* Thq 
chancellor executed the order he had received, but found 
nolhing of what the cardinal pretended ; fo that this 
pcilTecution ferved only to manifeft this princefs’s vir- 
tue, who lives in fuch a manned as may not only ferve 
as an example to all queens, but all the women in the 
xvorld. 

Some time after, this fame chancellor being come to , 
compliment the queef on «thc birth of |lhe dauphin, (he 
told him in a compofed manner, but very pleafantly, that 

o 3 



LETTERS WRITTEN ET 


Vol. 1. 


3^3 

this viKIt was^jery different from that flie had received 
ftom him[ al)OUt a year paft. 

ff perfons that arc feated in the liigheft degrees be 
rot fecurc from the bold attemps of thofe who arc infi- 
ritely below them, and who arc horn to ferve them'; 
the hediitiful Circafiian fliould jcomfort htrfelf in the raif- 
fortiiue (lie had of being acciifed. If her innocency be 
well proved, (lie will be the more pleafing to Ibrahim^ 
and the falfe accufation laid againfl her will be a new 
charm to him ; whereas fhould flic be found guilty, We 
f muff grant fne deferves the mod dreadful punifliments for 
leaving violated, if I may fo exprefs myfclf, the facred 
mj;hts of the feraglio. 

" However, the young Perlian was found dilguiledf'm 
apparel in fome of the neighbouring ftablcsj^ 
. thoiigh he in the midft of the^torments he fu^(^ra 
w|Sjoiit coufeffing anv thing, yit it cannot be laiiit 


ly laft lettijr, i 

sautuul Pave (hall be epdeo^ I fliafl be much troubled 

• X- " , ,4 - -J'V - 

for her itdhe be innocent ; and cannot be wholly free from 
tompamou for her if (he prove guilty. 

ive not off writing to me ; and if it be poluble pc not 
<rf loving me. ^ I (peak in^thc prcftjnce of our |^ly 
icti 1 love dice with the faiive affeSion as ever, and 
Ijiare not utter aij untruth before him. 

^0^ J ' jf ' 

Parlsi aoth of the Jth of tlie Year 1642. 


XXII.— 7o /Ae Kaimacham. 

Jt is about fixt^'cars fince Don Sdoaftian, King of Por- 
tnoi died in Atric, by the hands of the Moors, and ycl 
his fu] 2 je£ts will believe him^llill living. ^ 
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He parted from Llfbon In the year 1578, in^thc dc- 
fign of re-eftablifhing on hia throne Mulcy Mehemet chc- 
rilF of Afric,,whom his uncle Muley Abdclcmelcch would 
bereave of hia kingdom ; but in effed, to endeavour at 
the making himfelf maftcr of Barbary. ^ 

His army confiftcd of a thoufand fail, well furniflicd 
with provifions, few folditrs, but a great many nobility. 
This pilncc was not above five-and-twenty years of age 
when lie formed this enterprife : He was a ftrong bodied 
man, of a moderate ftature, but well fet ; his hair was 
yellow, his eyes great and full of lire ; his courage was 
not inferior to his ftrength, and he had no violent inclina* 
tion to plcafurcs, which generally take men’s Yninds olF 
from gallant actions ; he w'as temperate in all things, yet 
very forward in undertakings^ and always firm and im« 
ijioy^ble in greateft dangers. He was a great hufband 
bis revenues ; employing them in liis fubjeds defence^ 
.<)r to the increafe of his own power. He was agreeable 
to all thofe that waited on' liim ; and in the freed con- 
ver]tations he took care not to difoblij^e any one by, fharp 
ramery or ' didafleful faytiigs ; and fo merciful was he,' 
that lie avoided all occafions' of condemning his fubjeds 
to dfcath. He palGonately loved war ; but it is thought 
the expedition into Afrlc, whcrcl»i he perilhed, cauie 
fr9m Spanilh counfels. ^ 

Sebaftian was killed, fighting with an invincible 
cduhige. The Moors fay, that his enemies were fd' 
clu|rjiicd with his coui age, that his death drew tears from 
their eyes. " ^ 

He was forfaken by l.is own j mortally wounded near 
the right eye-brow ; and pierced with darts in feveral 
parts of his body. He had no wound ^n^his head, be- 
caiife he was armed ; but he had a gicat one in Ins arm, 
which feemed to come from a muflcet-bullet. It is faid 
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he wa® burled in the field, near a Moor, ithout any ce- 
remony, prayers, or company of his relations or fubjefts. 
And this wjls the end of this great king, who mad^alt 
Afiic at firll to tremble. 

Although the Moors rejoiced at the death of fo piiif- 
fant an enemy, yet his friends bewailed his imsfoitunc. 
The kingdom of Portugal celebrated his funeral in a 
inagnifitent manner, and the King of Spain proffered fc- 
veral thoufaiid crowns for his body, to bury him in a 
iranner aiifvvcrable to the dignity of his birth and merit ; 
and four kings have fince fupplic^ his throne ; yet there 
was found a man bold enough to maintain in the face of 
all Italy, that he was really D. Sebaftian, King of Por- 
tugal. He prefented himfelf at Venice, in an aflcmbly 
of the wifeft magiflrates in Europe ; and he recited to 
them the accidents of his life, the hiftory of his prede- 
ccflbrs, the misfortunes he met with in Afric, whence he 
retired into Calabria. He did more ; for be ftripped 
himfelf before this illuftrious aflcmbly ; he Ihowcd them 
fcvCBteen marks on his body, which were acknowledged, 
with aftonifliment, by the Portugnefes thcmfclvcs, to be, 
at leaft, very like thofc which they knew their fovereign 
had on his body ; and he alfo fliowcd that he had one 
hand greater than the other, and a lip difproportionablc in 
the fame manner, which were the well known marks in 
the perfon of Don Sebaftian. He talks of ambafladors 
which he fent to the republic ; he cites the anfwers he 
had received ; and all he fays is found conformable to die 
truth. He anfwers wil^:oiit hcfitation to all that is ob- 
jeAed 5 which makes fcveral of the feiiate 1)elicve him 
to be really the king, and olhe.s take him for n vUch. 

But, in fine, this prince, right or wrong, is led away 
to prifon, at the folicitation of thg Spanifli ambaffador, 
where' having Idng Iain, he is fet^at liberty, under an 
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(obligation to leave the Venetian countries in three days 
time. 

Some Portuguefc, moved with compafiSon, difguiled 
him in a dervife's habit, and condudted him fecretly to 
Florence, to tranfport him afterwards to Rome, but the 
Great Duke of Tufeany caufed him to be apprehended, 
and fent him to the viceroy of Naples. He pi^fented him- 
fclf bclbic him witli his ufual confidence, and , furprifed 
all that faw him and heard him fpeak ; and feeing the 
viceroy uiicovered, he faid to lum with great afl'iirance 
and gravity, “ Be covered. Count de Lemnos which 
obliged this miniller to afk him, “ By what authority he 
took on him tliis boldnefs To wdiich he anfwered, 
** That his authority was born with him, and that he 
feigned not to know him ; and yet he ought to remem- 
ber that King Philip his uncle had fent him twice to 
him, and that the fword which he then wore by his fide, 
wa^ that which he then gave him.’' 

The fentcncc which the viceroy gave of him was, that 
he was an iinpollor, who deferved to be ftnt to the gaL 
leys, and fhould not long be from them ; and wherein, it 
is faid he died fome time after. 

Yet the Portuguefes have been per funded he was their 
real king, and do Hill coutinue of that opinion, there 
being nothing which is able to make them change it. 
Some perlbns in the world will have liim to be a inagi<»^< 
cian, others an impoftor, and the moll ignorant will have 
him.tp be a devil, or really the king hirnfelf. 

This is not the firll example of^hc boldnefs of an im- 
poftor. Rome faw heretofore a man that had the auda- 
cioufnefs to publifh he was the real Pompey who waSf 
killed in Egypt by the cruelty of the young Ptolemy* 
The Queen Artemifa ^found one Artemius, who had fo 
great a refemblance with Antiochus her^hulband, whoitf 
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fh« hald caufdd to be murdered, that he was hot known 
when he put himfelf into the bed of the dead king; 
pretending to'be This prince fick j he, feeol^ff)leRded Ari 
temifa to his fubjedls, and ^id -feveral things 
this princefs. Under the reign of Tiberius, was there 
not occafion to be furprifed at the bold anfvver which a 
Have made to this emperor ; who queftloning him, how 
he .made himfelf Agrippa, anfwered without hefitation, 
” In the fame manner thou haft made thyfclf Czefar.” 

The Don Sebaftian I mentioned, has not been the only 
one in the world ; there have been two others ; one of 
which departing out of the Ifle^ of Tcrceres, who h^d 
great refcmblance with this prince, went into Portugal, 
where he faid he had miiaculoufty efcaped from the 
battle he loft in Afric ; that he faved himfelf in woods, 
and leturned into his kingdom, to give peace to his peo* 
pie, and deliver them from the tyranny of ftrangers; 
but having been convi^ed of impofture, he was put to 
death. 

' It is faid, that another being come difguifed in the ha- 
bit of a pilgrim, to Madrid itfclf, and having had a long 
land fecret conference with King Philip II. (by whom it 
IS fufpefled he was known for this unhappy prince), was 
by this king’s order faid to be poifoned in a banquet gU 
him by Antonio Peres, 

* (hall write fevehd things to the invincible vifier, of 
which I deferred to give him notice, becaufe I would be^ 
certain of them, they being of importance ; and it lypuld 
^^ve been great lightn^^ in me to have written them on 
ihc firft reports fpread amoftgft the people. 

Receive always with the iame goodnrfs, the marks I 
give thee of my obedience; fend me thy orders and coun- 
fels, which, I pray him that has created all things, may 
'’WWo^'and p^£tabk-'tb'Sli' cn^piriof thofe ptecidiua. 
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oncSf «v'hich he has enlightened with liis truth j ; to the 
end, they may arrive at the eternal glory and plcafurcs pio- 
mifedy as fpom his part* by his holy Prophet $ and 1 alfo 
pray him^ to prefervc thy life and authority. 

Pans, 24th of the 61)1 Moon, of the Year 1642.^ 


XXITT.~T« tke Venerahk Mujti, Prince of the Religion 
of the Turks* 

Xi ib luiown whether it be the recompenfe of a good 
bad adlion, which (?ardinal Richlieu has fent with fo 
great fecrefy. Thofe that give an ill interpretation to 
the bed things, fay it is not to be fuppofed there could 
feat in a dark night, a mule laden with gold to an 
unknown perfon, but this mud denote fometlung very 
cKtraordinary ; and thofe 'yvhp pretend to know mpre 
>lhan others, are fometijues r^orc ignorant than thofe who 
pretend to know nothing. For who can penetrate into 
,)^lut fo crafty tp:, miniiler docs, in the ^jnod retired |daces 
his clofet ? His actions are , fo myllerious, that whoi 
die Icfokb towards the his defigns lie a diredl con-r 
trary >vay. He deceives thof; who watch liim mod nar- 
rowly. 1 cannot inform thee then of any thing ccrtaii^ s 
Tiie matter is varioufly reldted ; but thus I think it waa : 
The jpardiiial caufedj fome days pad, to be loaded on a 
mule, a gieat fum of money; he ordered him to whom* 
he ciUrufted the coiiducl of him, to go into a wood at 
fuch an hour, telling him he fliould hnd a man of fuch,a 
dature, fuch a coloured hair, and in fuch a habit, wlfo 
was to fay certain words to him ; whereupon he was to 
deliver the mule with his lading into hi? cudody. It is 
faid this perfon found the party deferibed, who would 
not receive the pcefttf, it being .opt the full 
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Upon ; that this being related to the cardinal, hef' fent 
the fame perfon with the fuppleinent of what was want- 
ing to the fum promifedy the night following, where 
the unknown perfon received the full payment. If this 
ftoiy be true, as it is affirmed here to be, this is an odd 
kind of 'way of making prefents or paying debts. 

But thou rnayefl be affured, this is not the firll time the 
cardinal has paid his creditors in this fort. 

I have been told for certain, that there being arrived 
at Paris a ftrangcr ill clad, of fmall ilature, and without 
any attendance, he made him be paid down immediately 
upon his arrival fix hundred thoiifand crowns, without 
any body^s knowing what became of fo happy a creditor, 
nor fiom w'hat merit proceeded fo high a rccompenfc ; 
though fomc people affirm, that fo great a fum is fallen ' 
into the coffers of the Swcdifli general. 

Receive charitably the marks I give thee of my obe* * 
dicnce and dellre wliich I have of giving thee fatisfaflion, 
and entreat our great Prophet, that I may be worthy in 
the other w'orld to lufs thy feet, and be acknowledged 
to be of the number of thofe for whom he has written ' 
his holy Alcoran. 

Paris, 25th of the 6th Moon, of tlie Year 1642* 


XXlV.— Berber Mustapha, Jtgaai Cotiftantinopk* 

I CANNOT tell whether thou haft knowledge of the^ufe 
of defiances which arc m|/le amongft the Chriftians when 
they are diffatisiicd or offended with one anothe-, which 
they terra a£ls of honour, or the marks of a gallant 
fpirit. 

• This cuftom of. duels is become fo common in Italy, 
mi dipccially in the kingdom of Na^esj that the.greatelt 
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affaiVijJ as well as the fmalleft, are therein decided by the 
fword ; and the gentry affirm this to be the bell way of 
terminating their difputcs and quarrels; whicli belonging 
only to them, cannot be referred, nor io well determined 
by the grave and cool pn^ccediiigs of courts ot jidlice. 

This invention of deciding thefe differences by aims, 
citlier with the fword or piftol alone, in a chffe or open 
field, naked in their fliirts, fo that one lias no treachery 
to fear, is a way of drawing fatisfaftion for the injuiiv.a 
received, found out by men of great couiagc, who more 
efteein their honour th^n their lives- The otkndcd per- 
fon fends a challenge to him from whom he has received 
the injury ; this note of defiance is expreffed in choke 
and elegant words whidi invite and prefa the ofiender to 
fight, in fuch a place, on horfcback or on foot, clothed, 
or in their fhirts, fmgle, or attended by an equal number 
of friends, which they call feconds, with fword and dag- 
ger, or fword alone, or piffol. If tlic challenge be re- 
ceived, he is civilly treated who brings it, and it may be, ' 
has rich prefents given him. But before they fight, the 
enemies embrace as if they were reconciled ; and then in 
an inllant, following the inclinations of their hatred and 
revenge, they wound one another, they fpill each other’s 
blood, and oftentimes their fouls go out furious, through 
the wounds they have made. 

Thofe that have the honour of dying in thefe combats 
do oft refufe their lr.es, which a generous enemy would 
givje^them, believing they cannot live without fhamc, 
ffiould they receive them from ap|enemy. 

But the Roman church, as a note of the horror flie 
conceives at thefe comDUti», •(huts heaven's doors againft 
the fouls of thofe w ho leave this life without doing pe- 
nance, denying burial to thofe who dio in the field of 
battle, or yield theiii^)D]y that which is granted in fomc 



I ETTERS WRITTEN BJ 


Vol. I. 


3j6 


parts of the Eaft Indies, to certain women who proftU 
lute thcnvfelves, whofc corps are thrown a prey to the 
biids of the fidd, and other animals who live on carxiun* 

It is not only in Italy people kill one another in fingle 
combats ; it is tlie fame in France amongft tlic nobility, 
who manage theft combats in a diffcicnt fort. The beft 
fiicnds tcai one another on the fmalkft occafionjand they 
prepare for a duel in fuch a manner, as w ill appear to 
thee without doubt ridiculous. 

Tlitfe enemies fup together the night before the com- 
bat, and often lie together In the fame bed. The friends 
which ferve as fcconds do tlie faint* ; a..d when they arc 
6ome to the place where the) be to fight,’ a friend is 
forced, by the maxims of honour, to cut his own throat 
twith the man’s lie perhaps moil loves : Nothing happens 
more frequently in Paris than tliis kind of combats ; and 
they produce feveral adventures, of which I would giv^ 
thee an account, had not I a pailiculai llory to tell thee 
on this fubjc<Sl:. It is of a challenge of a Spanifli prince^ 
fent to a king, whofc crown could not exempt him from 
a letter of defiance. • 


^ ,,Thou haft, without doubt, heard of what has liappen- 
ed in Lifbon, where Don John dc Braganza has becnclcfl.- 
I^d and proclaimed King of Portugal, as the true heir of 
Ifhe royal race. Thou knoweft alfo, he drove, the Spa* 
liiards out of hib kingdom. The Duke of Medina Sidonia, 
a grandee of Spain, and this new king’s brother-in4aw. 


^ould not hinder liimfelf From being fufpeded of having un- 
derhand ailiftcd this prince to afeend the throne; whether 
it be true, or an artifice of his enemies, God only knows : 


But however, it is certain, that the Count Duke d'Oli- 


varez, the King of Spam’s chief minillcV, fent an order 


Urn to appear at couit, to juftify himfelf from this fuf- 
fjeioD i he thought to clear himfelf perfectly from the. 
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}calo!irRS of the Catholic King, by fendiiig a challenge to 
Don John of Braganza to oblige liim to fight with him ; 
which letter of defiance was conceived in ihcfc tin ms : 

** D. Gafpar Alonzo Perea Gufman the Good, Duke 
of the town of Medina Sidonia, maiquis, coinit, and lord 
of tlie town of St. Lucar of Baramedd, caplain gcntral 
of the ocean, and gentleman of his Catholic Majeily’s 
cliamber: 1 fay, that John of Braganza, who was never 
but a duke, calls himfelf King of Portugal ; tlnit his 
tieafon, known to all the world, is dctelldblc, and in abo- 
mination, for having thrown a ftain on the faithfiil houfe 
of Gufman, which ha?ne\ci failed in any duty to her fo- 
\ercign ; and for this rtafon 1 defy and challenge to a fing^e 
combat, body to body, with fcconds or without feconds, 
this Don John, heretofore Duke of Braganza, leaving aM 
this to his choice, as alfo the arms or weapons, and place 
<if combat. Written near Valencia d' Alcantara, wheri 
I (hall expeft foui fcore days news of him ; and the laft 
twenty days I (hall tranfport myfelf into the place he 
(hall appoint, accompanied, or alone, wdth fuch arms as 
he (hall preferibe. 

Not only the tyrant of Portugal fhall be advertifed 
of my challenge, but all Eimipe and the whole world! 
I pretend to make known in this combat the infanioi!lS 
aftion* of Don John ; and in cafe lie does not accept of 
this defiance, and fails in the duty of one wdio is born a* 
gentleman, I defire this Ling, who is only a phantafm, 
n|aj perifli in fomc fort or other : 1 promile to give my 
town of St. Lucar, the princi»^yl feat of the Duke of 
Medina, to him that (liall kill him. 

** In the mean time, I entreat my lord, the King of 
Spain, to give me no command in his armies, but to 
grant I may only ferve him as a volunteer, with a thou-* 
fand horfe, which iVill maiotain at my. own charge, tiB 
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that fcrvii.g him in this manner I may help to recover 
the kingdom of Portugal, and may bring along v.ith 
me, and at his Majedy’s feet, the Duke of Bra- 
ganza, if lic will not fight with me in the manner I pro- 
pofed,’* 

If thou fliowtil; this letter of defiance to the janizti- 
ries, that militia, which is terrible to all nations, whom 
nothing cun rtfift, wdien they execute the Grand Signi- 
or’s oiders, they will tell thee what fucli a challenge re- 
quireb fiom men of courage, and explain to thee the 
lawG wlucii people of valour prtfciibe to thcmfdves. For 
iny pait, who am ignorant of the art of war, and the 
maxims of uich as make profeflion of arms, I lhall not 
make any judgment hereupon, only take the liberty to 
a(k of thcc, if the King of Poitiigal accepted the com- 
bat and killed tlic Duke of Medina, which of the two 
would have been declared infamous ? Whether there be 
any certainty in tlic decifions made by arms ? I am wil- 
ling to think juflicc is on the fide of the conqueror ; but 
if, on the contrary, the event of the duel be uncertain, 
I take it to be a foolifh thing for the duke to expofe 
himfelf, and thus affront the king his brother-in-law/ in 
fhort the duke’s prudence is not to be admired on this 
occafion ; and Braganza has had the advantage on his 
fide, feeing he has fhowed by his coiiduff, tliat he is cf- 
fc&ually King of Portugal^ 

I cannot but call thefe Chrillians fools who fuifer fuch 
cuftoms amongfl: them, and yet adore a Meflias, who is a 
Gpd of Peace ; and who call us Barbanans, wdicn tlu^y 
ar$ the only people that feach us, and all other nations, 
the art of lingle combats, which is the moft pernicious 
cullom that can be introduced amongll men, who cut 
one another’s thro;its oftentimes on flight occafions, and 
be^me prpdigals .of that trpafure wf dx which the Im« 
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mortaUliCS cutitiflcd them. NcAlitr v'a'i I ^ny mote ap- 
^)rove of kings and piinces of the fame belief making 
war with one another, as w^e fee evLi*y day amongil thofe 
who profefs the Chriiliau reh'gion ; which* }ct, as far as 
I Call find, fcarccly permits i*’.y vrais, but fuch as aie dc- 
feiifue, ^ 

Paidun this tedious IctUi, cxcufe my conjecluies in 
it, and honour me with thy commands, which will be 
lefpeelcd by me as fo many obligations* 

Paio, 25th of the 6th ^^oon, of the Year 1642. 


XXV, — To ihs InviHcthk Vi sier Axe m, at Coti/lantinopk. 

I 

We hear of nothing now-a-days but wars and con- 
fpiracies, feditions, treafons, Infidelities, and revolutions 
of Hate ; and it is in the kingdoms of Vice wherein thefe 
plagues of Heaven make thefe diforders, I mean in the 
Chrillians countries. Infidelity reigns amongfl^the people 
of Catalonia, England and Portugal; tlie revolutions 
which have happened in Barcelona have no example ; 
the Jcfiance or the- challenge of a fubjc6i to a king, as is 
that ot the Duke of Sidonia to the King of Portugal, 
as his brother-in-law and his enemy, docs equally furprife 
all the World. Wc have rcafon to think that God is 
angry with the Chrillians, when we confider Flanders, 
Geunany, Italy, and the front ieis of Spain, peftered 
\ vuus which they make oi^e another. The 

ammofty of moll of the gnat opk of Fiance againft 
the cardinal favourite, irich-ctii thcni to lay plots againft 
his ilk ; whence we may kc, tiiat great places are good 
for ijott. i.g but to expole ineu to great darigcic. The 
lall conf]>iiacy difeovtred agaiiift thv bfe*of Don John IV. * 
of PoU'igai, railed fo the tliroi’c by the nobility, and 





LETTERS WRITTEN BY 


Vol. 1. 


betrayed by tlie fame nobility, not by the wlutle hpdy of 
them, but by a fmall number of thofe who had taken an^' 
oath of fidelity to liim as well as the reft, does plainly 
fhow, that there U nothing in this world whereon a man 
may rely with any certainty, and that here are many 
people who undertake juft aftions by the motions of an 
unjuft and tuibulent fpirit, which cannot fufler things to 
remain long in a quiet ftate, and afpire continually after 
change, and to whom every thing is good that is new. 

I flid.ll relate to thee in few words this laft event. Thou 
haft been informed of the others by the letters I have 
written to thcc (invincible General of the Ottoman ar- 
mies, and fteward of the emperor’s laws, who is fovercign 
of fovereigns), and by thofe which the Kaimacham and 
the Baffa’s have received from me, who arc obliged to 
'give tliee an account of whatever comes to their know- 
ledge. 

Several of the great ones in Portugal, and amongft them 
fome of the new king’s kindred, hatched a confpiracy a- 
gainft him, and refolved to put the kingdom again into the 
Spaniards hands, and entirety ruin the family of Bragan- 
7 a. The principal author of this confpiracy was Tioa 
Sebaftian dc Mattos, ArchbUhop of Braguc, the Count 
Duke d ’Olivarez’s creature, to whom he owed his for- 
tune, The chiefs who confplred with this fcditious 
prieft, were the Marquis dc Ville Reale, and the Count 
^ d’Armamar. Thefe two men, of great birth and credit, 
foon drew ftveral otheis into their party, fome by the 
hope of recompciifes, and others through wcarineis of 
obeying their new fover^Ign, or weary wltk the new form 
of ftate, which tb.cy thought might change to their ad- 
vantage. They long held a fccret intelligence with the 
^Catholic King’s council, wdio promifed them all poflible 
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^ iifriftanVt; foi the execution of their tlefign, and after that 
infinite rccompenfes. 

This confpiracy was to produce a dre?dful tragedy, 

V. herein all the blood of tlie royal houfe and family of 
Biaganza was to be f}iilt. '^I'hc king \\'«s to be the lirfl 
vidim, with ills children aiid the queen his wife. D. 
Duaite alfo w’as to be put to death, who w^as kept clofc 
prlfoncr in the caftlc of Milan. A domeftic, afTcdllonatc 
to his mailer, and who was attentive to what pall, deli- 
veied tlic king and family of Braganza out of this dan- 
ger. He w^ab ordinal ily employed in fccict iutiigues, 
and made frequent coin fes into Spain, to difeover the 
defigns of the Court of Madrid. He met by chancp in 
an inn, a man who feemed of a mean condition, born in 
the kingdom of Bohemia, with whom having entered in- 
to a Aridt fricndlliip, as it happens ufually among travel- 
lers, he came to difeover he was often difpatchcd by the 
Catholic king's principal miniAer on affairs of great 
weight 5 and that be expedled in a fliort time to raife his 
fortune to a confiderable pitch, being entrufted wnth 
pacicets of letters containing things of the higheA im- 
portance to the ftate. The crafty Portuguefc foon dif- 
cerning he might get 'iut fecrcis of great concernment 
from- this imprudent man, for the good of his mafter, re- 
folved to kill him in a-defart place, where they w^re to 
pafs ; Avhich he did, having firff made him drunk with 
- Arjng wsne. As foon as lie had done his work, he Aript ' 
hhrfj^rd found letters and iiiP.i u£lions to the coiifpira- 
tors, whicli he fpccdily carried to t}on John, who there- 
by difeovtred tlie whole confpiracy. 

Othcis fay, that D. Alphonfo of Portugal, Count dc 
Veimifla (having been fuliciled by the ArchbiHiop of 4 
Prague, who though^ he could cafily brihg him into the 
confpiracy, being difeontented at the kin'g for taking aAik 
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way from him a great office), went to his fovereign, and 
freely dlfcovered to him the confpiiacy which had beer/" 
made, to deprive him both of his ciown and life. And, 
it is added, that this Count appeared fince one of the 
hotteft of the iccoinplices, till the very iiiftant wherein 
they were to execute their proje£l ; at which time they 
were apprehended and piinilhed as they del’ervcd. 

Others fay, the Duke of Medina Sidonia, the king’s 
bi other. in-law, who appeared to the accomplices to be 
of tlie plot, gave notice of it to the king his brother. 
In fine, the confpirators were exfcutcd in feveral places 
after different manners, where the people affembled, de- 
tefting their ciime, fliowing great fatisfa(5lion in their 
deaths, and bleft Heaven for preferving their fovereign. 

They were apprehended one day, w'herein the king 
declared he would appear in public ; an^ all the nobility 
being met, he caufed the guilty to be called one after 
another, who were all made prifoners without any dif* 
turbance. In the mean time, as many troops as were 
near Lifbon were in arms ; and the people alfo took arms 
to defend their prince, if need required. The inquifitor* 
general was treated as guilty, for knowing of the con*" 
fpiracy and not difeovtring it. The great treafurcr, 
Lawrence Pidcs, who kept the keys of the firft court of 
the palace, was to enter in the night with an hundred 
men well armed, and begin the tragedy. The naval ar- 
my which lode at anchor in the port of Belccm, was to 
be burnt ; and there were them in each veffcl, wh'^^'were 
to let them on fire. TJ^ie four corners of the city were 
alfo to be fired, to the end that the people, the foldicrs^ 
and guards of tlie palace, being bufied in patting it out, 
nothing might hinder the execution of their defign ; and 
thc^ood archbifhop was in the mean time to appear in 
c'^ublit, bcaruig 'about in his hand w^t they call the lio^y 
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facranKtfit, crying with a loud voice, “ Let the law of 
JJefus flourlfli, and that of Mofes die and come to an 
end/' 

The Marquis de Villc Ileale, and the Duke dc Gamine 
his fon, near of kin to the king, have loft their heads on 
a fcuffold, with the Count d’Armamar and Don Aiigu- 
ftin Manuel ; and the people beheld their death without 
any compaflion, only (howed feme regret at the loft* of 
the young Duke of Gamine, who palling before the bo- 
dy of his father all bloody, threw himfelf on the giound 
to kifs his feet, afking him a thoufand times pardon, 
though he was the aiiflior of this misfortune. There 
were others who fuffcied a more ignominious death, who 
were not only hanged but quartered, and thofe parts bf 
their bodies fet up in fevctal places ftir an example, and 
to put the people in mind that fuch attempts fcldoin 
cfcape unpuniflicd. 

As to the ArchbiHiop of Brague, and other ccclefi- 
aftics his accomplices, they are kept with great care in 
prifons, in expedation of commiftioners from Rome, 
without which prelate's confent they can do nothing far- 
ther fo them. The king wore mourning four hours for 
tl\e Marquis de Ville Rcale, and the Duke de Gamine 
his fon, according to the cuftom of the Chriftians, who 
arc wont to apparel themfelvcs in black for the death of 
their kindred, to denote the forrow they conceive at their 
lofs ; and this ceremony is termed mourning, which 
fopictiincs lafts a whole year. I will write to thee the 
particulars of what may happen in the war which is now 
carrying on between the Spaniaras and Portuguefes, who 
perceive already on tlicir frontiers Gaftilian troops ; and 
(hall not be granting in any thing which may iiiaik my 
zeal and exadnefs. % 
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An hippy flavc will Mahmut think himfclf if^he 
acceptably Icrvc the in\iiicILlc vilier, by whom the gre:^ 
empetor of the faithful difcoveib his will to all the people 
of the uni>crfe, whom Cod has created to obey him. 

Paris, 25 th of ijic 6 th Moon, of the Year i 6 ^ z. 
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